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commentary

from other pens...

Dome statue questions
put artist in the middle

The Garden City Telegram on Statehouse statue:

Thestatue of theK ansal ndian, secured to the back of aflatbed, drew
dozens of curious onlookersin Garden City Saturday, many chatting
upartist Richard Bergen, whoseonly goal istoseeitfinally affixed atop
the Capitol in Topeka.

That’sscheduled for Oct. 7, after the statue windsitsway acrossthe
state on a50-city tour...

The statue has been on Bergen's calendar since 1988, when it was
first commissioned. Expensesto securethedomeand political haggling
since then have stymied completion until now...

While one can empathize with the man caught in the middle of the
issue, Kansanshaveevery right, indeed obligation, to posetough ques-
tionsto their el ected representativesand wonder out loud if now isthe
timeto be spending money on this, or any other special project.

And they have. Kansans have opined on the statue, aswell astrans-
portation and school funding, among others. What isit they say about
afool and his money? It would certainly be afool’s game not to pay
attention to what lawmakerswere doing to our pocketbooks.

Expect abeaming smile on Bergen's face when acrane drops “Ad
Astra’ onto its proper place. He should smile, he’'searned it for ajob
well done.

At the sametime, Kansans can use the statue as areminder of their
roleinkeeping fiscal responsibility onthelegidlative agenda.

The Manhattan Mercury on Graves' endorsement of Shal-
lenburger:

Gov. Bill Graves endorsement Thursday of his party’s nomineeto
replace him wasn’t much of asurprise, but neither will it likely have
theimpact it could have.

The governor endorsed state Treasurer Tim Shallenburger...not be-
cause he agreeswith Mr. Shallenburger. Rather, calling party loyalty
the" primary factor,” Gov. Gravesendorsed Mr. Shallenburger because
partisan duty compelled himto do so...

Gov. Graves endorsement can indeed benefit Mr. Shallenburger,
if...the governor becomes actively involved in the campaign...

But the governor’s endorsement falls well short of closing the rift
between moderate Republicansand conservatives...

Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer...didn’t pull his punches reacting to the
governor’sendorsement.

“Integrity comesbeforeunity,” Lt. Gov. Sherrer said, adding, “We're
talking about thefutureof thestate, and | just don’t think thefolkswho
are hiscore supporters seethe statetheway | do.”

Whether Mr. Shallenburger prevailsinNovember couldwell depend
onhow many moderate Republicansfollow Gov. Gravesand how many
“seethestate” theway Lt. Gov. Sherrer does.
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XOU BLEW ITY

ALL SIGNS FOINTED
1O AN ATTACK AND
YOU MISSED THEM!
WE MUST DO BETTER
TO KELP TUIS LUNATIC
FROMSIRIKING
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Dear Kansas Consumer:

Each year, my office receives afair amount of
complaintsthat involvecredit cards. Beforecon-
sumersapply for credit cards, they needtoreadall
of the information that accompanies a credit ap-
plication. Otherwise, those consumers may end
up with charges on their card they did not know
they would beresponsiblefor, and termsand con-
ditionsvary greatly between credit offers. Listed
herearesometermsand conditionsfound ontypi-
cal credit card statements and applications.

APR—Theannual percentagerateistheyearly
interest rate you pay on any outstanding bal ance.
Thisis something that should be compared be-
tween card offersbefore achoiceismade.

Graceperiod— Thisisthetimebetweenthedate
of a purchase and the date interest starts being
charged onthat purchase. If acard hasastandard
grace period, consumers have an opportunity to
avoidfinancechargesby payingtheir current bal-
anceinfull. If thereisno grace period, theissuer
imposesafinancechargefromthedatethecardis
used or fromthedate each transactionispostedto
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theaccount.

Annual fees— Many credit cardissuerscharge
an annual feefor granting credit, typically $15to
$55. Someissuerscharge no annual fee.

Transactionfeesand other chargesii Somecredit
cardissuerschargeafeeif thecardisusedtogeta
cashadvance, if apayment isnot madeontime, or
if the credit limit isexceeded. Someissuers may
chargeaflat feeevery monthwhether or notthecard
isused.

Owning acredit card bringswithit certain obli-
gations and responsibilities. Consumers must
never giveout the number or expiration dateto an
unknown person or business, especially over the
telephone. Thecard must bekeptinasafeplaceto
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prevent theft, and each billing statement should be
reviewed promptly sothat questionablechargescan
bereported inwriting to the card i ssuer.

Finally, keep careful track of eachtimethecredit
card isused. It iseasy to accumulate alarge bal-
ance on acredit card very quickly, and since the
consumer isresponsiblefor paying for purchases
plusinterest, that balance can end up being alarge
amount.

Use credit wisely and be disciplined in making
purchases on credit.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

Wedding band blues

Sueand | havestopped goingtowedding recep-
tions. Wegot tired of sitting in front of the speak-
ers. Thebrideand groomseemtothink we' vemade
some special request to be deafened by the band.
It's always so loud we can’t speak to each other
much lessthe other guests.

We sit and smile and nod while the bride's fa-
theristalkingtous. “ Ain'tthat thetruth,” “ | know
whatyoumean,” and“ Youcansay that again,” we
say over and over because we cannot hear aword
he'ssaying.

The only thing we haveto go onisthe expres-
sionon hisface. For all weknow, heiscomplain-
ingabout theloud music, too. Themusicisnotjust
loud, it'sbad. It hasbeen picked especially to an-
noy me. | wouldn't likethiscrap at anormal vol-
ume. Now that it's making my hair blow in the
breeze of the speaker | redlly hateit. | don’'t know
what messagethehappy couplethink they’ resend-
ing us, but the message |’ mreceivingis“ Give us
an expensive present and get the hell out. My par-
entsmade meinviteyou. They said you might be
good for acappuccino machine.”

Which bringsupanother sorepoint. Wemay stop
giving presents, too. When wewere still goingto
weddings there was always the dlim chance that
thehappy couplemight still bemarried by thenext
timewesaw them, say afew weekslater at thebaby
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shower. Nomore. Morethan oncewehavegotten
aninvitationtothesecondwedding beforewehave
gottena“ Thank You” notefor thefirst.

We will run into the bride’s parents at the gro-
cery storeandfind out that thefirst husband’ sgone,
she’sgot two kids under 2, and they arein an ex-
pensive custody battle over hisfrozen sperm. He
never spent any timewiththekidswhenthey were
married, whichisonereason why they’ re getting
divorced. Now he's suing for full and complete
custody, he can't bear to be away from thelittle
dears for a single moment. And by the way, she
really likes the cappuccino machine you gave
them. She'sjust alittlelatewiththe® Thank You”
notes. She's been so busy going to all her girl-
friends’ second weddings, don’t you know. She
can’'twait to seeyou at her next wedding, though.
Thistime she'sregistered at Jacoby and Meyers.
And shewantsyouto know they’ vehired areally
good local band, Thunder and Lightning. It'sthe
only group in thetri-state region with two drum-

mersand two bass players.

Of course, we knew from the git-go that this
marriagewasnot goingtowork. It'sMullen’sLaws
of Matrimony. The more a couple slobbers over
each other during the ceremony, the shorter the
marriage. Thecouplethat writesthe sappiest, most
puke-inducing vowswill have the most acrimoni-
ous divorce. The couple that gets married while
performing astunt like jumping out of an airplane
or scubadivingwill separateafter thefirst child. The
marriageonamountaintopwith his-and-hersbare-
foot ministersand atof uwedding cakewill last until
thekidsstart homeschooling. If thewedding takes
placein LasVegasthe marriagewill last oneyear.
A marriagein Las Vegas by an Elvisimitator will
last oneweek.

Sueand | arethinking of stopping our mail service,
too. Three or four times a year we get anote in the
mail from sometown in another state from one half
of aformerly happy couple that always starts with,
“Aliceand | hadn’t been happy for alongtime.” I'd
rather sitinfront of aspeaker thanread therest of this.
Heforgetsweknow Alice. Shewas plenty happy.

Jim Mullenisthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoair of Life After the City” (Smonand
Schuster, 2001). He also contributes regularly to
Entertai nment Weekly, where his email isjim -
mullen@ew.com.

Quick and frugal recipes

With gardens phasing out hereisajuicerecipe

to use some of that home grown goodness.
V-5Vegetable Juice

6 fresh tomatoes

4 greenonions

1/2 cup fresh parsley

1/4 green bell pepper

1celery stalk

1 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoon sugar

1/8 teaspoon pepper

1/2 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce

1 dash Tobasco sauce

Placeall theingredientsinablender. Cover and
blend onhighuntil themixtureissmooth. Pourinto
glasses, straining first to catch peels and pulp.
Serveimmediately. Serves6. If toothick thinwith
asmall amount of water. Cost per serving (1 cup)
44¢.

Therest of the following recipes are just very
cost effective. All the recipes are from ‘ Miserly
Meals by Jonni McCoy.

Jam Chicken

2 tablespoonsjam (jelly istoo thin)

3 tablespoons | ow-sodium soy sauce

2 tablespoonswater

1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger or 1 teaspoon
powdered ginger and 1/4 teaspoon pepper and 1/
2 teaspoon lemonjuice

1 pound bonel ess, skinless chicken breast

Combinethejam, soy sauce, water, and ginger
in abowl and mix well. Add chicken and toss to
cover completely with sauce. Place on a baking
sheet and bake for 30 minutes at 350 degrees.
Serves 4. For added flavor marinate the chicken
inthe sauce for 2 to 3 hours before cooking. Can
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becookedinas ow cooker onlow for 4hours. Cost
per serving (1/4 pound) 66¢.
TunalL oaf

2 6 ounce cans tunain water, drained or any
canned fish can be substituted

2 eggwhites

1/4 cup milk

1 cup bread crumbs

1/2 teaspoon celery salt

1/4 teaspoon paprika

1 tablespoon lemonjuice

1tablespoon oliveoil

3tablespoon dried parsley

2 tablespoon chopped onion

Combine all theingredientsin abowl and mix
well. Grease bread |oaf pan and place mixturein
the pan. Pan should beabout half full. Bakeat 400
degreesfor 30minutes. Check after 20 minutesand
if top is browning too fast reduce heat to 350 de-
greesfor therest of thebakingtime. Serves4. Cost
per serving (3/4 cup) 26¢.

Baked BuffaloWings

2 tablespoon butter, melted

1/4 cup Tabasco sauce

2 tablespoonsvinegar, any type

5 pounds chicken wings

Mix in abowl the melted butter, Tabasco sauce,
and vinegar. Dip chicken into the mixture. Place
onalightly oiled baking sheet. Bake 30 minutesat

350degrees. Servewithyour choiceof dressingfor
dipping. Serves12. Cost per serving (3wings) 32¢

Thereareal sorecipesfor I talian Seasoning, brott
powder, flavored creamer and ginger dressing. The
broth powder would have alower salt content thar
commercial. Thisbook is available at Knott Jus
Books.
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