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U.N. badly divided over demands on Irag

by the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

UNITED NATIONS—Carryingan
agreement fromIragonhow toresume
U.N. weapons inspections, chief in-
spector HansBlix returnsto New York
to face a Security Council badly di-
vided over aU.S. demandthat it autho-
rize the use of force against Saddam
Hussein before inspectors set foot in
Baghdad.

France, Russia and China — all
veto-wielding council members —
remain opposed to any green light for
military action before Irag’s willing-
nessto cooperatewith U.N. inspectors
istested on the ground.

Blix reached agreement Tuesday in
Viennawith Saddam’ sspecial adviser,
Gen. Amir Al Sadi, on thelogistics of
starting inspectionsagain after nearly
four years—includingflights, accom-
modations and customs clearance.

The Iragis agreed to “immediate,
unconditional and unrestricted access’
toall sites, hesaid, includingtheMin-
istry of Defenseand Republican Guard
facilities— but Saddam’s palacesre-
main exempt from surprise inspec-
tions.

A 1998 agreement between Iragand
theUnited Nationsrequirestheinspec-
torsto give the Iragis advance notice
beforevisitingabout eight presidential
sites, and calls for the presence of an
international diplomat during thevis-

around the world

its. The United States wantsto cancel
that agreement.

RAMALLAH, West Bank— Yasser
Arafat’s Fatah faction has abandoned
the idea of prodding the Palestinian
leader to relinquish some power by
appointing a prime minister, officials
said today.

The Fatah campaign had been the
most serious political challenge to
Arafatinyears.

Alsotoday, |sradli officialsshrugged
off an admonition by British Prime
Minister Tony Blair that U.N. resolu-
tions have to be respected, whether
they apply toIraqor thelsragli-Pales-
tinian conflict.

Pal estinians have long complained
about Israel’s non-compliance with
resolutions calling on it to withdraw
fromlandit occupiedinthe1967 Mid-
east war.

Addressing aconference of hisLa
bor Party, Blair al so expressed support
for the creation of a Palestinian state
“based on the boundaries of 1967.”

RespondingtoBlair, I sraeli Defense
Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliezer said
today that Palestinian statehood isin-
evitable, but that only negotiationswill
lead toitscreation. “No amount of in-
ternational pressure will bring about

the formation of a Palestinian state,”
Ben-Eliezer said.
NATIONAL

NEW YORK — The latest big fin-
ish onWall Street was one of thelarg-
est single-day gains ever, but it is not
likely tolast.

While the market wel comed a 346-
point win Tuesday for the Dow Jones
industrials, their best one-day point
gain in two months and their eighth-
best daily advance ever, market ana-
lystsweremore skeptical than excited
by the upturn.

“Itwasanice, strongrally, tobesure,
but we have seen somestrategi stssug-
gesting that thisisthehighest risk (for
stocks) since the 1950s,” said Mike
Weiner, managing director of equities
at Banc One Investment Advisorsin
Columbus, Ohio.

Analysts have been increasingly
wary of Wall Street’ sadvances, saying
the market hasfallen into a pattern of
having onebigupday for every twoor
threebigdrops. It’satrend, but not one
with any upward momentum.

Therally on Tuesday sent the Dow
soaring to 7,938. The broader market
asorose. TheNasdagq compositeindex
went up 41.66, or 3.6 percent, to
1,213.72. The Standard & Poor’s 500
index advanced 32.64, or 4 percent, to

847.92.

SAN FRANCISCO — West Coast
portsweren’t theonly thing shut down
today. So were contract talks between
dockworkers and their employers af-
ter effortsto bring in afederal media-
tor collapsed.

The collapse comes just as busi-
nesses across the country, from toy
manufacturersto auto makers, arebe-
ginning to feel squeezed by the shut-
down of all 29 West Coast ports.

The Pecific Maritime Association,
which represents shipping companies
and terminal operators, locked out
about 10,500 membersof theInterna-
tional Longshore and Warehouse
Union on Sunday, claiming workers
had engaged in anillegal slowdown
after failing to extend their expired
contract.

On Tuesday, union representatives
stormed out of a mediation session,
accusing their employers of sabotag-
ing the session with “ gun-toting secu-
rity guards.”

“Thugtacticswill notwork withthis
union,” said Jim Spinosa, the union’s
president and chief negotiator.

Peter Hurtgen, director of the Fed-
eral Mediation and Conciliation Ser-
vice, said the armed guards were a
breach of bargaining protocol.

The shipping association said the
two plainclothesguards, both off-duty

Legislature see large cuts in budget coming

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer
TOPEKA — The news about the
state budget keeps getting worse.
Legidativeleaderssaid Tuesday that
thestatemust cut at | east another $100
millionfromitscurrent budgettoavoid
having adeficit on June 30.
Thoseleadersmadetheir assessment
after ameeting of theL egislativeBud-
get Committee, which is monitoring
the state’sfinances. Since the current
fiscal year started onJuly 1, most of the
news about the budget has been bad.
Committee members, who include
the Senate president and thechairmen
and ranking Democrats on the stand-
ing Houseand Senatebudget commit-

tees, said they expect current $4.4 bil -
lioninspendingtoleaveabudget defi-
cit of about $103 million— evenwith
the $41 million in cuts that Gov. Bill
Gravesorderedin August.

And they think the problem could
getworse. They saidthat whenthestate
getshillsforthesocial servicesandaid
to public schools, the projected deficit
could be as high as $200 million.

“Itdoesn’tlook bad—itisbad,” said
House Appropriations Committee
Chairman Kenny Wilk, R-Lansing.
“Wehavebillson the booksright now
that wedon'’t have the money to pay.”

They also said the looming deficit
for the current fiscal year will com-
pound budget problemsthat arelikely

to linger into the state’s 2004 fiscal
year. Once legislators figure out how
to prevent adeficit in the current bud-
get, they’ll have to pass a balanced
state budget for the next fiscal year.

“Thisholeissolargethatitwill take
massivecuts, theelimination of whole
departments, or a revenue enhance-
ment,” said Senate President Dave
Kerr, R-Hutchinson.

Thecommitteereceived preliminary
tax collection figures for September,
whichindicatedthosecollectionswere
$14 million short of expectations for
the month — $409 million instead of
$423 million.

Whenfina numbersarein, probably
within aweek, the total shortfall for

July, August and September islikely to
be about $50 million, said State Bud-
get Director Duane Goossen.

He said those numbers suggest that
the total revenue shortfall would ex-
ceed $200 million for the entirefiscal
year, which ends June 30. That would
mean revenues of $4.3 billion instead
of the anticipated $4.5 billion.

“1 think that’ sal ogi cal assumption,”
Goossen said. “ That’s about where
we'retracking.”

Lastyear, legislatorsapproved $252
millionintaxincreasesto shoreupthe
budget.

Butthel egislature won't beableto
consider tax increases to fill the gap
quickly enough for the current year.
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policeofficers, weretheretoprotectits
president, Joseph Miniace.

WASHINGTON — President Bush
reached agreement today with House
leaderson aresol ution giving him au-
thority to oust Saddam Hussein. A
similar measure gained ground in the
Democratic-controlled SenateasBush
saidforce" may becomeunavoidable”
if thelragi president refusestodisarm.

“We will not leave the future of
peace and the security of Americain
the hands of this cruel and dangerous
man,” Bush said, while flanked by
Democratic and Republican lawmak-
ersinthe White House Rose Garden.

While the House | eadership agreed
on aresolution authorizing force, the
Senate was still divided. However,
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Joseph Biden said Bush's
plan wasfast gaining momentum.

“I'maredlist,” theDelaware Demo-
crat said. The ranking Republican on
the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee, John Warner of Virginia, said “a
solid phalanx” of support wascoming
together for Bush.

As part of the deal with the House,
Bush bent to Democratic wishes and
pledged to certify to Congress — be-
foreany military strike, if feasible, or
within48hoursof aU.S. attack —that
diplomatic and other peaceful means
aloneareinadequateto protect Ameri-
cansfrom Saddam’ sweapons of mass
destruction.

Standing shoulder to shoulder with
Bush, HouseMinority L eader Richard
Gephardt, D-Mo., said, “ This should
not be about politics. We have to do
what isright for the security of thena-
tion.”

Gephardt, who had accused Bush
last week of playing politics with the
Iraq issue, said Democrats had won
concessions from the White House
limiting Bush’sauthority.

Warner recalled that Congressgave
Bush’s father authority to wage war
against Saddam in the Persian Gulf
War. “Mr. President, we delivered for
your father. We will deliver for you.”

Sen. JoeLieberman, D-Conn., apo-
tential rival of Bushinthe 2004 presi-
dentia election, said the administra-
tion had explored all options, other

than military, to disarm Saddam.
“They’ venot worked. Themoment of
truth hasarrived for Saddam Hussein.
Thisishislast chance.”

On the Senate side, Biden said he
thought Gephardt had made amistake
in agreeing so readily to the plan.
“Democratsareobvioudlyindisagree-
ment,” hesaid.

Still, Biden dropped plansto try tc
take up his substitute proposal in his
committee and said that he and L ugar
would likely just offer it asan amend-
ment whenthe Senate debatesthelrag
war resolution.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON —Theoddsagainst
creation of ananti-terrorism Homeland
Security Department grow greater by
the hour, with some lawmakers saying
alabor rights dispute could sink the
measurefor theyear.

“I, for one, think the bill's on alife
support system,” said Sen. Fred Thomp-
son, R-Tenn. “Unless something hap-
pensinthevery near future, therewill not
be ahomeland security bill thisyear.”

For thefifthtimeinrecent weeks, the
Senate failed Tuesday to muster the 60
votes necessary to bring debate to ¢
close on the massive government reor-
ganization plan. Negotiationscontinued
inanuphill efforttoreach compromise,
but Republicans and Democrats were
already accusing each other of jeopar-
dizing the bill for political reasons.

WASHINGTON — The govern-
ment is bringing criminal charges
against Andrew Fastow, the alleged
mastermind of the financial schemes
that toppled Enron Corp.

Fastow, who was Enron’s chief fi-
nancial officer, issaid to have devised
the company’s complex web of off-
the-books partnerships used to hide
some$1 billionindebt from sharehol d-
ers and federal regulators. He is the
most prominent company figure tar-
geted sofar by the Justice Department.
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“BUY ME" or "HIREMFE"

For sale a 1982 Gleaner 830 Cornheader, good shape
OR

You can hire me to pick corn and/or haul the grain in the

719-767-8089
cell phone 719-342-5092




