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Philippines blame terrorist group for deaths

by the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines —
Philippine authorities blamed the no-
toriousAbu Sayyaf terror group for a
bombing attack that killed an Ameri-
can Green Beret and two Filipinosout-
sidearestaurant frequented by troops.
The explosion Wednesday evening
shattered an open air market and in-
jured morethan two dozen people, in-
cluding another Green Beret who was
airlifted out of the country for treat-

around the world

ment, aU.S. official said today.

Gen. Hermogenes Ebdane, the na-
tional police chief, blamed the attack
on the al-Qaida linked Abu Sayyaf,
known for kidnappings and
beheadings throughout the predomi-
nantly Muslim southern Philippines.

Thedriver of amotorcycleinwhich
the nail-laden bomb was stashed was
identified as an Abu Sayyaf member

from a sketch based on witness ac-
counts and his body, Ebdane said to-
day. The man was killed when the
bomb went off.

SEOUL, South Korea — After a
two-year lull, aU.S. envoy visited
North Koreatoday to resume security
talkswith anationthat President Bush
described as part of “an axisof evil.”

Jack convincing his mother

Jack (Hazen Deeds) presented the Goose who laid the golden egg (Parker Sieck) to his mother (Courtney
Sheldon) and tried to sell her on the value of the goose in the Little City Productions’ rendition of Jack and
the Beanstalk Saturday at the Sherman Theatre.
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Thedispatch of U.S. Assistant Sec-
retary of State James Kelly signaled
Washington’'s willingness to pursue
different tracks with its declared en-
emies.

Kelly'strip to North Koreawas not
expected to yield breakthroughs on
contentiousissues: the North’sweap-
onsprograms, itsconcentration of con-
ventional forcesnear theDemilitarized
Zone that separates the two Koreas,
and its suppression of human rights.

Thetrip, whichendsSaturday, dove-
tails with what appears to be a con-
certed push by North Korean |leader
KimJong Il toimprovetieswithtradi-
tional adversariesthat arecritical tothe
revival of hisdecaying economy.

NATIONAL

FREMONT, Calif.— Theonly ma-
jor vehicleproductionlinewest of the
Mississippi groundtoahalt astheWest
Coast port shutdown began to burden
shipping-dependent industries across
the country.

The sole glimmer of hope Wednes-
day came with word that dock work-
ers’ unionrepresentativesand shipping
lineswouldresumefederally mediated
contract talkstoday. Thestalematehas
stopped all commercial shippingat 29
portsinCalifornia, OregonandWash-
ington.

New United Motor Manufacturing
Inc. in Fremont was one of the first
major plantsto shut down production
asthe normally steady supply of auto
partsdried up Wednesday and engines,
transmissions and vehicle frames sat
idlein cargo holds at the Port of Oak-
land.

The stalled Fremont auto plant em-
ploys about 5,500 workers and an an-
nual payroll of $300 million. There
were no immediate plansfor layoffs.

TRENTON, N.J. — Republicans
said they would look to the U.S. Su-
preme Court to keep Democratsfrom
putting former Sen. Frank Lautenberg
ontheNovember ballotinstead of Sen.
Robert Torricelli, who shocked the
political world this week when he
abruptly dropped hisre-election bid.

The New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled 7-0 Wednesday that L autenberg
could replace Torricelli, who quit
M onday amid questionsabout hiseth-
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icsand fearsthat aloss could cost the
Democratstheir narrow Senatemajor-
ity.

But alawyer for the Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committeesaid
GOP nominee Douglas Forrester
wouldask that theU.S. SupremeCourt
delay theNew Jersey high courtruling
today.

Thelawyer, Alex Vogel, also said a
separatelawsuitwould befiledinU.S.
District Courtin New Jersey onbehal f
of overseas military personnel who
have requested absentee ballots.

“Federal law requires they should
already have goneout,” Vogel said.

NEW Y ORK — Prosecutors may
have moved a step closer to Martha
Stewart in their investigation of her
alleged insider stock deals.

Douglas Faneuil, an assistant to
Stewart’s stockbroker, pleaded guilty
Wednesday to amisdemeanor charge
of receiving money and other valu-
ablesfor keeping quiet about Stewart’s
sale of ImClone Systems Inc. shares
last December.

“Thispublic pleaisdesignedtocon-
vince Martha Stewart to lay down her
sword and admit that shetraded onin-
sideinformation,” said Seth Taube, a
former Securitiesand ExchangeCom-
missionlawyer nowinprivatepractice.

Faneuil and his supervisor, Peter
Bacanovic— Stewart’sbroker —have
beenfiredby Merrill Lynch. Theassis-
tant, who faces a maximum year in
prison, will likely get probation under
thepleadeal.

He would also testify against
Stewart and others who might be
charged inthe case.

Stewart dumped nearly 4,000 shares
of ImClonejust beforethe stock price
began to plungeon newsthat the Food
and Drug Administration would not
review its application for its highly
touted cancer drug, Erbitux. Allyn
Magrino, aspokeswomanfor Stewart,
declinedtocomment onFaneuil’splea.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Senate moder-
atesremainunabletobridgethechasm
separating Republicans and Demo-
cratsover labor rightsinthe proposed
Homeland Security Department.

Democrats John Breaux of Louisi-

ana and Ben Nelson of Nebraska,
joined by Republican Lincoln Chafee
of Rhodelsland, could not win agree-
ment Wednesday ontheir | atest attempt
at compromise, whichmoved closer to
theWhite House position. Asaresult,
the Senate logjam continues after al-
most five weeks.

A spokeswoman for Senate Mgjor-
ity Leader Tom Daschle, D-S.D., re-
peated hispledgethat the Senatewoul d
keeptryingfor adeal evenasit moves
onto other issues, such asuse of force
against Iraqg.

President Bush has threatened to
vetothehomeland security legislation
unless it gives him greater power to
hire, fire and move around the pro-
posed agency’s 170,000 workers.

Democrats, backed by their labor
union allies, contend that Bush’s pro-
posalswould undermine thecivil ser-
vice system and threaten collective
bargaining rights.

WASHINGTON —AI Goresayshe
hasn’t made a decision about hisown
political plans, but hehasavery clear
position on the economic policy of
President Bush, who defeated him in
2000.

“America’s economy is in big
trouble and I'm worried our current
approach is failing us,” Gore said
Wednesday at the Brookings I nstitu-
tion. The former vice president saic
Bushislostinaneconomicwilderness,
“racing in thewrong direction” while
critical domestic issues are drowned
out by international affairsinthefinal
weeks of the midterm campaign.

Gore, whoisconsideringwhether tc
runfortheWhiteHouseagain, saidthe
president should focus as intently on
thefaltering economy ashehasonfor-
eign affairs.

In his second speech in just over &
week harshly criticizing the Bush ad-
ministration, Gore called for a short-
term stimulus program.
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Goodland area or further.
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cell phone 719-342-5092




