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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Talking about a war;
not how you start one

War with Irag?

Probably not.

You don't start awar by talking about it.

Thisadministration hasshownthat, whenit thinksit necessary, itwill
strike hard and fast. There's no jawbone in the modern arsenal to go
with the smart bombs, night-vision gear and other high-tech goodies
our warriorscarry around.

No, if W, Rummy and the gang wanted to waste Saddam Hussein,
they’ d have moved the troops into place and started screwing bombs
onto airplanes.

From here, it lookslikethey are running ahigh-stakes bluff against
the Middle East’s | east-popular strongman. It's hard to say who will
blink first, but we' re not going to bet against Bush.

There' snodoubt Iragisathreat toworld security or that Saddam could
be building nuclear or chemica weapons. There’'sagreat likely hood
Iragisinleaguewith al-Qaidaand other Arab extremists, but that’ snot
enough so far to convinceAmericansto launch aninvasion.

Nuclear weaponsand other “ weaponsof massdestruction” arefright-
eningenoughinthehandsof ahalf crazed dictator, though, andtheidea
that terrorists might get ahold of themisworse.

But our guessisBush and histeam aredoing all thistalking because
they want to push Irag onto the straight and narrow. Theissue may not
beweaponsinspections, becausethosecoul d befixed, but simply show-
ing Saddamit’sin hisbestinterest to behave. Or to show hisunderlings
that loyalty could be bad for their health.

If hethinksUncle Sugar might just pounceonhimfor givingaid and
comforttotheextremists, or offering themthe Bomb, hemight just see
the light. Pressure on other countriesto isolate him can only help the
American cause. Maybetherewill beacoup.

Thereisone problem with running abluff, of course.

Eventually, unlesstheother guy folds, you haveto show your cards.

That meansthat W hasto bewillingtoinvadelragif, at somepoint,
it becomes obviousthat hisgambit isnot working.

Atthispoint, therearesomesignsthatitis, infact, working. Irag has
made noises about alowing U.N. inspectors back inside its borders.
U.S. officialsaretalking with Saddam’s minions.

It's far too soon yet to tell what's going to happen. We hope, for
everyone's sake, the Bush bluff works.

Butif it doesn’'t, don’t expect Condel ezza Rice to announcethewar
on“FacetheNation.”

TheAir Forceand Navy will do that. And Saddam will bethefirst to
get the news. — Steve Haynes
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From my files: How did we look 30 years ago?

| don’t know about you, but every now andthen
| haveto clean out my files.

Thisspurt of ridding out brought to my attention
an article I'd saved from 1970. Remember back
then?Viet Namwar protestsand flower children?

With all the 9-11 remembering that's been go-
ing on, | thought I’ d share what wasiirritating us
thirty yearsago.

It somehow puts some things in perspective:
there’ salwayssomething togripeandworry about
andlifedoesgoonevenwhenwe' rehalfway con-
vinced that it won't. Here's part of thisarticle by
an unknown author:

“There arethose who claim that oursisa‘sick
society;’ that our country issick; that wearesick.
Well, maybethey’ reright.

“1 submit that | am sick...and maybe you are,
too.

“I"'msick of: (I’ll summarizethelist) — having
policemen called ‘ pigs’ while cop-killersare he-
roes,; beingtoldreligionisthe’ opiateof thepeopl€
while people want marijuanalegalized; seeing
“anarchists, revolutionaries and criminal rapists
canonized by commentators and having law en-
forcement condemned when those criminals are
broughttojustice'; beingtoldpornography isfree
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press while the Bible can’t be read on school
grounds; paying excessive taxes to build schools
while students are tearing them down; having the
courtsturn criminal slooseontechnicalitieswhile
takingaway my rightstodefend my homeandfam-
ily; seeing entertainers extol pot-smoking while
making fun of my moral standards; being told
criminals should be * understood and hel ped back
tosociety;’ being told that using napalmiswrong
inViet Nam but “1 should understand theprovoca-
tions” whenM ol otov cocktailsareusedinthe USA,;
having my children exposedto nudity, homosexu-
aity and drugsin movies, mob mentality.

“1 am sick of those who say | owe them thisor
that because of thesinsof my forefathers— when
| have looked down both ends of agun barrel to
defend their rights, their liberties, and their fami-
lies. | amsick of permissiveness. | amsick of the
dirty, foul-mouthed, theunwashed. | amsick of the

declineof personal honesty, personal integrity, and
human sincerity. Most of all, though, I’m sick of
being told my country is sick when we have the
greatest nation that man has ever brought forth on
thefaceof theearth. Fully 50 per cent of thepeopl e
onearthwouldwillingly tradeplaceswiththemost
deprived, the most underprivileged among us.

“Yes, | may besick, but if | amonly sick, | can
getwell. | canalso help my society get well — and
helpmy country getwell. Youwill findmeat work,
payingtaxes, servinginthecommunity wherel live,
expressing my anger and indignation to elected
officialsand speaking out in support of those offi-
cids, ingtitutionsand personalitieswho contribute
to the elevation of society and not its destruction.
Youwill find mecontributing my time, money, and
personal influence to helping churches, hospitals,
charities... whichhaveshownthetruespirit of this
country’s determination to ease pain, suffering,
eliminate hunger and generate brotherhood. But
most of all, you'll find me at the polling place...to
cast (my vote) for an America where people can
walk the streetswithout fear.”

How would this author feel today? Are we get-
ting better, or arewestill permissivewhilecontinu-
ing to gripeand complain?

Misunderstanding American values

In Lewis Carroll’s “ Through the Looking
Glass,” Aliceissternly told by Humpty Dumpty,
“When| useaword, it meansjust what | chooseit
to mean— neither morenor less.”

Aliceobjected: “ Thequestioniswhetheryoucan
make words mean so many different things.”

Humpty Dumpty corrected her: “ The question
is, which isthe master — that'sall.”

On Sept. 11, Attorney General John Ashcroft,
duringaninterview onNational Public Radiowith
Juan Williams, responded to charges by many
Americans concerned with civil liberties that he
isviolating theBill of Rights.

“We're not sacrificing civil liberties,” said
Ashcroft. “We' re securing civil liberties.”

Theusually trenchant Williamsl et that onepass.
What would have been illuminating would have
been to hear Ashcroft respond to Federal District
JudgeRobert Doumar, who hasbeforehimthecase
of American citizen Yaser Hamdi, who wastaken
into custody inAfghanistanandiscurrently being
held inamilitary briginVirginia.

“This case appears to be the first in American
jurisprudencewhereanAmericancitizenhasbeen
held incommunicado and subjected to an indefi-
nitedetentioninthecontinental United Stateswith-
out charges... andwithout accesstoalawyer,” said
Judge Doumar, aRonald Reagan appointee.

Hamdi is being held, the Justice Department
said, so that he can be interrogated about any in-
formation he may have about terrorists. Judge
Doumar asked aJusticeDepartment lawyer, “How
long doesit take to question aman?A year? Two
years?A lifetime? How long?’

All that the man from the Justice Department
said in response was. “ The present detention is
lawful.”

Thisissecuring civil liberties?

OnthePBS's* TheNewsHour withJimLehrer,”
Deputy Attorney General Larry Thomson an-
swered a charge that many of the Justice
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Department’slegal proceedingshavebeenheldin
secret.

“Nothing that we have done has been enacted
insecret. Every measurethat wehave undertaken
isout inthe open,” said Thomson.

OnAug. 26, theUnited StatesCourt of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit unanimously ruled that the
administration hasillegally held hundreds of de-
portation hearingsin secret.

Wrote Judge Damon Keith: “ The executive
branch seeksto uproot peopl€'slives, outsidethe
publiceye, and behindacl osed door. Democracies
diebehind closed doors. ... When government be-
ginsclosingdoors, it selectively control sinforma-
tion rightfully belonging to the people. Selective
information ismisinformation.”

On Sept. 8, The Journal-Gazettein Fort Wayne,
Ind., published, for thefirsttimeinnearly 20years,
afull-page editorial, Attacks on Liberty. In five
long columns, the newspaper charged, “In the
name of national security, President Bush, Attor-
ney General John Ashcroft and even Congress
have pulled strand after strand out of the constitu-
tional fabric that distinguishes the United States
from other nations.

“ Actionstakenover thepast year areeerily remi-
niscent of tyranny portrayedinthemost nightmar-
ish works of fiction. The power to demand read-
inglistsfromlibrariescould havebeendravnfrom
the pages of Ray Bradbury’s* Fahrenheit 451." ...
The sudden suspension of due processfor immi-
grantsrounded up into jailsisfamiliar to readers
of Sinclair Lewis' ‘1t Can’'t Happen Here.””

Istheword “tyranny” excessive with regard to
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BushandAshcrofttakinglibertieswiththeConsti-
tution?TheJournal Gazette' seditorial includesthis
guotation from James Madison in the Federalist
Papers No. 47, “The accumulation of all powers,
legislative, executive and judiciary, in the same
hands, whether of one, afew, or many ... may justly
be pronounced the very definition of tyranny.”

The editorial also quotes— with regard to our
government’ sexecutivebranchaccumul atingmore
and more powers (shoving aside the separation of
powers) — what Supreme Court Justice Louis
Brandeissaidin 1928:

“Thegreatest dangerstoliberty lurk ininsidious
encroachment by men of zeal, well-meaning but
without understanding.”

| hopetheteachersin Fort Wayne open thisedi-
torial for discussion and debate in their civics
classes, a so bringing in the many vigorous assur-
ancesby thepresident, thedefensesecretary andthe
attorney general that everything they are doing tc
protect usis “within the bounds of the Constitu-
tion.”

Thesedays, it may take some couragefor teach-
erstoopenly discusswhether we' represervingthe
actual libertiesthat we arefighting for against ter-
rorists. Thepresident did say on Sept. 12,2001 “We
will not allow thisenemy to winthewar by chang-
ing our way of lifeor restricting our freedoms.”

I’m sure he meant that on Sept. 12, but | wish he
would read that editoria in the Fort Wayne Jour-
nal-Gazette asto what’s been happening since.

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
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