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cletily news

Buffs to face Kansas State
after losing quarterback

By John Mossman
The Associlated Press

BOULDER, Colo.—Whatever ca-
lamities befall the Colorado Buffa-
loes this week and in succeeding
weeks, it won't be due to any after-
shocksof losingtheir starting quarter-
back.

Youhavecoach Gary Barnett’ sword
onit.

On Sept. 23, Craig Ochs, who had
mi ssed two straight gamesafter suffer-
ing his third concussion in the past
year, announced he wouldn’t play
again this season and was leaving
school. Two dayslater, heappearedin
theofficeof Montanacoach JoeGlenn
and inquired about transferring there.

Thedefection by Ochs, athree-year
starter and one of theteam’s captains,
stunned Barnett, hisstaff and hisplay-
ers. They had an off week to get over
therevelations, and Barnettinsistsit’s

behind them now.

“What | like about our team right
now iswe haven't let anything get to
us,” Barnett said. “We did not let the
USC game (a 40-3 loss on Sept. 14)
becomeaninternal issue. Wedidn'tlet
Craig's departure become an internal
issuein any way. Sowe' reapretty fo-
cused team right now.”

Barnettwill getamorepreciseread-
ing about histeam’ sfocuson Saturday
when the Buffsentertain No. 13 Kan-
sas Stateinthe Big 12 opener for both
teams.

A week after the Buffs’ humiliating
lossto USC, Kansas Statedefeated the
Trojans 27-20.

“Kansas State had three games to
builditsconfidence,” Barnett said, re-
ferringtotheWildcats first threeover-
matched opponents — Western Ken-
tucky, Louisiana-Monroeand Eastern
Illinois. “ Thenthey took on oneof the

big boysand really beat on them, too.
Of course, that'sthe team that beat us
up pretty well here.”

Colorado isn't inclined to put too
much stock inthecomparativeperfor-
mances against USC. That game was
thefirst startfor Ochs' backup, Robert
Hodge.

Bad as the Buffs were, they re-
grouped and upset UCLA 31-17 the
following week.

“Obvioudly, alot hasgoneon since
the UCLA game,” Colorado widere-
ceiver Jeremy Bloom said. “I think it
brought uscloser asateam.

| think thisisthe biggest game of
our season — opening with probably
thebest teaminthe Big 12 North. Ob-
viously, the stakesarehighfor us. It’s
ahugegame.”

Avyear ago, theBuffs 16-6winover
theWildcatshel ped propel themtothe
Big 12 championship.

Jayhawks square off with Baylor

WACO, Texas(AP)— CoachKevin
Steele expected the added emphasis
from the outside this week about
Baylor’schancetoendits29-gameBig
12 losing streak.

The Bears (2-2) play their confer-
ence opener Saturday against Kansas
(2-3,0-1Big12), ateamstruggling it-
self, and the last Big 12 team Baylor
beat — four yearsago.

Steel doesn’tview it any differently
thanthefirst 24 Big 12 gamestheBears
have played since he became coach
five games after the streak began.

“Inthelast four years, we' veplayed

every teaminthisleague,” Steclesaid.
“Thefirstgameintheconferencegives
us an opportunity to really change
somethings. Butit doesn’t matter who
that opponentis, becauseit hasn't mat-
tered thelast four years.”

“We need to win, regardl ess of who
weplay,” hesaid.

Noplayer onBaylor’sroster hasever
playedinaBig 12 victory.

Sincebeating Kansas31-24 at home
on Oct. 10, 1998, the Bears haven't
really been closein aBig 12 game.
Only onelossinthestreak hasbeenby
fewer than 10 points, and they lost 45-

10 at Kansasin 1999.

While Steele'sjobislikely in jeop-
ardy, the Jayhawks are going through
atransitionwithfirst-year coachMark
Mangino, theformer Oklahomaoffen-
sive coordinator.

Kansas has shown improvement
since losing its season and Big 12
opener 45-3to No. 15 lowa State. But
the Jayhawks have still only won
twice, 44-24 against Division [-AA
Southwest Missouri and 43-33 last
week after coming back from a 13-0
deficit against Tulsa, which has the
nation’slongest losing streak.

Development group hires director
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departments,” Applegate said. “1 was
interested in the proj ected growth and
looking at the projectsinthearea. The
peopleinthoseofficessaidthey picked
Sherman County to be one of the four
countiesinthenorthwesttogrowinthe
next few years.

“Sherman County is on the edge of
greatness,” she said. “It just needs a
economic development spark.”

Applegate said she was glad to see
that Sherman County is part of the
westernregional enterprisefacilitation
program because she believesthereis
aneed to network to build aregiona
effort. Thesix-county program hasre-
ceived agrant to help bring new busi-
nessesto northwest K ansas.

“L eadershipisthrough thecommu-
nity,” shesaid.

“You hired a manager to carry out

theprogram, and | amlookingforward
to coming to Goodland.”

Looking at Sherman County,
Applegate says she sees a number of
advantagesfor thefuture.

“Therearebuilt-inadvantagesbeing
the gateway to Kansas,” she said.
“There are great highways, rail and
airport services. The new fiber optics
will beareal advantage, andthereisa
strong businesscommunity that wants
to grow.

“It will take afew weeksto get ac-
quaintedwiththepeopleand hear what
they feel isimportant,” she said. “I
havethe attitude and passion to make
thiswork.

“| believe a big part of economic
developmentismaintaininganetwork
of contacts both at the regional and
statelevel,” shesaid, “anditisimpor-
tant to stay in contact with the local
leadersto set thedirection.”

She said she feels it will beimpor-
tant totarget thecompani esthecounty
will be hoping to recruit, and to look
for waystohelpthecurrent businesses
expand if they can.

“Itisimportant to shapethefuture,”
she said, “not let it happen by acci-
dent.”

“1 am looking forward to coming to
Goodland,” shesaid. “| knew after the
interview | wanted thisjob, and then|
adopted thecommunity whenthey put
onagreat party likeFlatlanderswhere
thewhole community comestogether
and showsthe friendliness that is the
base of the community.”

Applegatesaidinarecentinterview
in Norton that since 1998 the city has
had around 100 new or expanded busi-
nesseswhilelosing about 18.

She said the growth in Norton was
becauseof anactive Chamber and eco-
nomic development office.
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Cowboy Malcom White was brought down by ateammate at a scrimmage earlierinthe season. Goodland

will play the Oakley Plainsmen at 6:30 today in Oakley.
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Cowboys to tackle Plainsmen

By Rachel Hixson

The Goodland Daily News

TheGoodland Cowboys' coachsaidtheteamwill have
tobeintop formtonight if they want to beat the Oakley
Plainsmen, ateam that recently defeated the St. Francis
Indians, who took down Goodland 30-0 earlier thissea
son.

“It'sagame | think we can win,” Coach Tony Diehl
said, “butwehavetoplay well. Wedon't havetheluxury
tojust show up, we haveto play really well.”

The Cowboyswill travel to Oakley thisafternoon for
their fifthgameof theseason. Theactionwill start at 6:30
p.m. Mountain Time.

Goodland’ srecordsofar thisseasonis1-3, after cream-
ing the Holcomb Longhorns 39-0, and falling to Hoxie,
St. Francisand Atwood.

The Cowboysare doing better than they did last year,
when they ended the season winless, but are till strug-
gling abit.

Diehl saidthegameagainst Oakley will beanother big
test.

Oakley’sseasonrecord is2-2, including winsagainst

St. Francis and Quinter and losses to Atwood and
Oberlin. Oakley defeated St. Francis 12-8, but lost 13-
8 to the Oberlin Red Devils, ateam the Cowboys will
face for homecoming next Friday.

Diehl said the Cowboys have been adjusting their
gameto handle Oakley’s strong defense.

“Oakley hasagreat defense,” the coach said, “they
don’'t alow many points.”

He said he's expecting the Plainsmen to be atough
opponent and the Cowboys need to keep that in mind.

“It's going to be a dog fight,” Diehl said, “aknock
down, drag out. Weneedto beready to play at theopen-
ing snap.”

The coach said the Cowboys are improving every
week and he's expecting more winsthis season.

“Eventually | think we'll really have a breakout
game,” hesaid, “and our program will be back towhat
it used to be.”

But, he said, it's not going to happen without some
work.

“We need to learn what it meansto play champion-
shipfootball,” he said.
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Curt Goodwin of Curt's Corner Garage, Goodland, has 120 coupons to prove it. The
Corner Garage offers Curt's Cash for discounts on parts & service. “My friends give
me a hard time about my picture, but it works.” In a four month period, the business
has reached existing & new customers who have redeemed 120 coupons.
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