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commentary

from other pens...

Conflicting pressures
confound forecasts

After months of predicting that one party or the other was gaining
advantagebecauseof thed umping stock market or thel ragwar talk, many
political veterans are starting to experience the same queasy feeling.

They’ re confused.

“There'sacompulsionfor all of usto predict what will happeninthe
elections,” HouseDemocratic L eader Dick Gephardt saidinaninterview
thisweek. “ Butright now, it'salmostimpossible. Theeconomy ischang-
ing fast, foreign affairs are changing fast and local races changefast.”

Some Republicans seeit the sameway.

“ Anybody who pretendsto beableto accurately predict what’sgoing
to happen hasto be prepared to eat crushed glass,” said Tennessee Sen.
Bill Frist, who isheading the Republicans’ bid to retakethe Senate.

Political analysts have grown just as cautious.

Michael Franc of theHeritageFoundation offered thetheory that early
political predictionsmay havebeen premature* becausethecampaign
season may not have begun for the voter.”

Peopl e have been preoccupied with their own lives, problemswith
the economy, the campaign against terror and now the possihility of a
war with Irag. Election politics have taken aback seat all year.

“1 can’t remember when there were so many unanswered questions
about what will move voters, what surprises could occur, what could
changeAmerican publicopinion,” said Andrew Kohut, aveteran poll-
ster and director of the Pew Research Center for the People& thePress.

“Now we have the aftermath of theterrorist attacks, the possibility
of anew war with Irag, the stock market blues— big-time, ajobless
situationthatisnot getting any better and ana most compl etely thwarted
domestic agenda,” he said.

Someel ectionshavehad acl ear-cut themethat waslikely toinfluence
thevote, whether it wasthevoter cynicismand distrust of 1976, theeco-
nomic anxiety of 1982 and 1992 or the conservative rebellion of 1994.

In 1998, alate surgeinthepollssuggested Democrats might do bet-
ter than expected in amidterm el ection dominated by talk of impeach-
ment and MonicaL ewinsky.

Thentherewasthepresidential electionin2000. “ Twoyearsago, we
didn’t know who won even after the election,” said Kohut.

Thecountry isapproaching the 2002 midterm el ectionswith Demo-
cratsholdinga50-49-1 edgeinthe Senateand needing to pick up seven
seats to claim the House from Republicans. Vermont Sen. James
Jeffords, the Senate’slone Independent, hasfor the time being tipped
the balance to Democrats.

Democrats have history on their side because the party out of the
White House usually gainsground in the midterm elections. And they
believe the weakened economy remainstheir most potent issue.

Republicansboast of avery popular president and think thefocuson
foreign affairsand anti-terror efforts booststheir chances.

GOPnational Chairman Marc Racicot saysRepublicanswill dofineif
thepolitical focusreturnsto domesticissuesbecause House Republicans
have passed anumber of billson everything from homeland security to
health care measuresthat aretied up inthe Democrat-controlled Senate.

TheGOP sFrist saysDemocratsinthe Senateare* obstructing” mea-
suresthat peoplewant to feel more secure. Democrats counter they are
providing checks and balances on i nadequate Republican proposals.

And Democrats question whether thetalk of war withIragisclearly
apolitical plusfor Republicans.

TheDemacrats' fortunescoul ddepend onhow muchvotersperceive
the economy asatopissue. “ For the moment, they’ ve beenlosing that
battle,” said political scientist Robert Shapiroof ColumbiaUniversity.

Most of thenewscoverageisabout I ragandthewar against terrorism,
which hasdrowned out Democratic effortsto talk about the economy.

“Peopleareapprehensiveabout thewar,” Gephardtsaid. “Butthey're
angry about the economy.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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MY DADDY ASKEPDP YoU To

VOLUNTEER FoR THE FIRST GULF
WAR, DIDN'T HE, SOLDIERZ

/ VES, SIR.

BUT You DIDN'T THINK SADDAM
WouLP FALL So EASILY, DID fou 2

YOU THoUGHT A WAR WouLp
PLUNGE US INTO A RECESSION.
YOU THOUGHT A WAR WouLD
DESTABILIZE THE MIDEAST
PEACE PRoceSS, DIDN'T ‘fou?

/ YES, SIR.
!

YOU WERE SCARED OF UNLEASHING
A WAUE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
AMERICANS BY ISLAMIC
FUNDAMENTALISTS, WEREN'T You ?

SO YOU VOoTEDP AGAINST DAPDNM'S
WAR, DIDN'T You, YoU MISERABLE
EXCUSE FoR A SoLDIER 2

Y-YES, SIR.

You WON'T MAKE THAT
MISTAKE AGAIN, WILL You 7

No,

It's the people who make a wedding special

Awhitedress, flowers, music, evenrings, aren't
the things that make a wedding special. It's the
peopleinvolved who make the difference.

A wholebunch of peoplecametogether on Sat-
urday, Sept. 21, togiveMitchandl aweddingwe'll
alwaysconsider perfect.

We got married in Denver at the beautiful, el-
egant Brown PalaceHotel. After theceremony, we
celebratedintheBrown Palace’ sballroom, which
was recently remodeled.

The Brown wasthe ideal place to hold awed-
ding becauseitsfacilitiesand staff aretheepitome
of class. But, honestly, | could have gotten mar-
ried anywhere as long as my friends and family
(and Mitch) werethere.

Amy, one of my college buddies, came al the
way fromAlaskatobeabride’ smaid. Inthemidst
of thewedding commotion, wefoundtimetocatch
up, and although | haven't seenAmy intwoyears
it wasjust like no time had passed.

| think Amy traveled the farthest, but other
guestscamefrom Connecticut, easternK ansasand
Massachusetts.

Some of my relatives from Boston, who |
haven’t seeninmorethan 15years, flewinfor the
wedding. | washonoredthat they madethetripfor
me. They saidthey wouldn’'t havemisseditfor the
world.

Other high school and collegefriends| haven't
seeninyearsshowed up, includingonefriendwho
said he couldn’t makeit.

But, | must admit, the most important guests
werethe peoplel seeadll of thetime.

My threebrothers, two of whom sharemy birth-
day, and my stepbrother and sister stood up with
us. Thefact | wanted my brothersto stand on my
sideof theaisleactually caused somecommotion
about 10 days before the wedding.

One of the reasons Mitch and | decided to get
marriedin Denver isbecausemy stepmotherisan
Episcopal priest there and she's always said she
wantsto marry her children and stepchildren.

My stepmother and | have opposite personali-
ties— | rebel against her controlling nature—and
| feltalittleshaky throughout theplanning process,

rachel
hixson

e unraveling

waiting for theinevitable conflict.

| started to think it wasn’t going to happen, be-
cause | was happy to submit to some of her minor
requests and she was adamant that my wedding
should beexactly as| want it.

Thenit came.

| thought | had been clear fromthebeginningthat
| wanted my brothers to stand on my side of the
aise. My stepmomthought | wasmaking my wed-
dinga“three-ringcircus’ and she’'snever beenone
todisagree delicately.

Tomakealong story short, wedecided to move
thewedding from the church to the Brown, where
we were already holding the reception. My step-
mother came and everything turned out good, ex-
cept thisThanksgiving might bealittletense— but
isn'titusualy?

Father Charles Schneider, acting rector of
Goodland’s St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, who
helped us with pre-marriage counseling, stepped
in, driving al theway from Salinato marry us.

Since we weren't getting married at a church,
Father Charles needed an assistant to help with
communion. Luckily my boss, Steve Haynes, isa
licensed something-or-other inthechurchandwas
happy to help.

Itwasalittleodd seeing my bossdressedinarobe
and standing right nexttohim asl wasgetting mar-
ried, but at the sametimeit felt like that’s how it
was supposed to be.

I’ ve probably seen him more in the past three
yearsthan my ownfather, and he'sgivenmesome
good adviceand evenloaned memoney when | was
indirestraits! Thanks Steve.

Of course, my real father gavemeaway. | wasa
littleworried about oneof usgettingtoo emotional
at that moment, but wewereboth too happy tocry.

| actually wasn't nervousat all before or during
the wedding — well, alittle before — because |
know that Mitch and | were meant to be together.
Wejust get along sowell.

| joked before thewedding that evenif our mar-
riage doesn’t work out, Mitch will make an awe-
someex-husband. | can’t seeusever beingmeanto
each other — | know, | know, giveit afew years.

| appreciatemy family much moreafter thewed-
ding.

Shoppingisn’t my dad’ sfavoritething to do, but
he went with me to pick out awedding dress and
actually had some pretty good input. He said he
could tell just by looking at the expression on my
facewhich dress| really wanted.

My three brothers played a big role in the wed-
ding, beforeand during.

When | started worrying about little details, |
would call one of them and I’ d haveit figured out
after | got off thephone— or at least I d feel better
about it.

My triplet brothers, Joel and Alex, both gave
thoughtful, heartfelt toastsduringtherehearsal din-
ner and wedding. And Nate, my ol der brother, per-
formed at the wedding.

Heisarapper and hisstagenameis*“BluCalla.”
Heandhispartner“ Phrantic,” makeup*“ Dynamix.”
I’mnot surehow theol der peopl efelt about hisper-
formance, but the dance floor was packed with the
younger crowd.

| appreciate my new family, too.

Mitch’sparentsaregenuinely nice, caring people
and|’ vesaidmorethanoncethat I’ malmost asglad
to get them asin-laws as| am to get Mitch as my
husband.

Therest of Mitch’sfamily isjust as nice— now
| know wherehegetsit—andthey’ vea waysmade
mefedl like part of thefamily.

They’'rea so very generous.

Mitch and | have aroom full of presents. Even
two weeksafter thewedding, we haven't had time
toopenthemall.

| know it sounds corny, but the best gift | got on
my wedding day was Mitch.

I'll haveto send God athank-you note.

Leigslators turning up rhetorical heat on candidates

Voters won’'t choose the next governor for a
month, andthemgjor party candidateshavenot yet
assembled all of thedetail sabout how they’ II deal
with the state’sfinancial problems.

Yet acontenti ousdebateabout thebudget—and
along, difficult 2003 L egislature marked by con-
flict between its leaders and the governor — al-
ready seemslikely.

L egislators who most often deal with the bud-
get criticizeboth Democrat K athleen Sebeliusand
Republican Tim Shallenburger, saying the two
gubernatorial candidates' rhetoric on taxes and
spending isunrealistic.

“The sooner they |ook at these numbersand ac-
cept reality —we' renot talking perceptionshere,
but reality — the better off we'll be,” House Ap-
propriations Committee Chairman Kenny Wilk,
R-Lansing, said last week.

Meanwhile, Sebelius and Shallenburger argue
legidatorsneed to changehow they think about the
budget and state government because the times
demandit.

“1 don't think they grasp it, but | don’t blame
them for not grasping it, because their world is
different,” Shallenburger said.

Thelatest causefor legislators angst wasare-
port last week from their staff, which outlined a
worst-case budget scenario. The staff report pro-
jecteda$103 millionbudget deficiton June30and
an $809 million shortfall for the following 12
months, with current spending of $4.4 billion.

But legidatorsreviewing the numbers said the
situation may be even worse, suggesting the pro-
jected shortfall could be morethan $900 million.

Andwhat really irritatesthem arethestatements
they’ rehearing from Sebeliusand Shallenburger.

Shallenburger has promised not to increase
taxes, and while Sebelius has not taken a no-tax
pledge, she'salso turned down every opportunity
she'shadtodeclarethat higher taxesarean option.

Shallenburger hasbacked away fromaprevious
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statement — he said it has been taken out of con-
text— that public school scoul d stand abudget cut
of upto 3 percent. Hehassaid hedoesn’tintendto
cut education spending.

Sebeliushas gone even further, suggesting that
the state needs to increase teacher salaries and
praising asa“good model” aMay report that sug-
gested thestate needed to spend another $390 mil-
lion ayear to provide asuitable education.

Both also committed publicly last week to pre-
servingthestate's10-year, $13.6 billiontranspor-
tation program, started in 1999.

Meanwhile, tax collections continueto lag be-
hind expectations — by about $48 million from
July 1 through Sept. 30.

Shallenburger pledges to make government
more efficient. Sebelius has promised a top-to-
bottom review to find savings.

Legidative leaders are skeptical. They see as
much as $5 billion in spending commitments set
by Kansasand federal law for thestate’s2004 fis-
cal year, whichbeginsJuly 1, 2003, and aslittleas
$4.1 hillioninrevenuesto pay for them.

The gap islarger than the entire budget for the
higher educationsystem, or al spending onsocial
servicesfor the poor and elderly.

Tolegidativeleaders, it'sabit beyond asearch
for efficienciesor atop-to-bottom review of gov-
ernment.

“Thisholeissolarge, it will take massive cuts,
elimination of whole departments, or arevenue
enhancement,” said Senate President Dave Kerr,
R-Hutchinson.

But thel egidlativenumbersmake someassump-
tions.

First, they don't recognize that some commit-
ments can be abandoned, such as extramoney for
higher education or cash reservesequal to 7.5 per-
cent of spending.

Nor dothenumbersanticipate, as Sebeliusdoes,
that the state could expand legalized gambling, be
moreaggressiveincollecting delinquent taxesand
intensify itseffortsto draw down federal funds.

Inaddition, thefiguresdon’taccount for any fight
againstfraudinsocial serviceprograms, something
both candidates support.

Finally, both Sebelius and Shallenburger aren’t
promising to work from the status quo, something
that has undergirded legislative work on the bud-
get for years."1t’s going to take something these
legislators have never seen, most of them,” said
Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole Corcoran-Basso.

Theemerging conflict alsohasapolitical dimen-
sion.

Most of thelegidlative leaderswho say the can-
didates are being unrealistic are moderate Repub-
licansaligned with Graves. Kerr lost the GOP pri-
mary to Shallenburger.

Shallenburger really isnot their candidate, hav-
ing championed policiestoo conservativefor them.
They’ re also too prominent within Republican
circles— and risk too much — by backing Sebe-
liusopenly.

In addition, neither Sebelius, asinsurance com-
missioner, nor Shallenburger, as state treasurer,
have been prominent in budget debates in recent
years. Kerr, Wilk, and othersoftenhavefoundthem-
selvesmiredin fiscal minutiae.

Asaresult, thisyear's gubernatorial campaign
iscreatinganatmosphereroilingwithpolitical strife
for next year.

Political Writer John Hanna has covered state
government and politics for the Associated Press
since 1987.



