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commentary

from other pens...

Next time, Bush says,
war criminals will pay

President Bushissendingamessagetolragi generalswho, if andwhen
thefighting starts, decideto obey Saddam Hussein’sordersinstead of
ignoring them.

The generals, Bush said in his Cincinnati speech this week, “must
understand that all war criminalswill be pursued and punished.”

Bush believesthat, giventhe proper incentives, Iragi generalscould
desert Saddam, leaving him bereft of the military leadership he needs
to counter invading Americans.

ThiscouldspareU.S. troopswho might otherwisehavetofacenight-
marish chemical and biological weapons attacks.

Bush’s comment Monday night begs the question of why Saddam
and histop lieutenants haven’t been hauled before awar crimestribu-
nal already for past misdeeds, or at |east indicted.

A partial list of Saddam’s abuses over the past 15 yearsincludes: a
genocidal 1987-88 campaign against Iragi Kurds, the invasion and
occupation of Kuwait in 1990, and the suppression of the 1991 post-
Desert Stormuprisinginnorthernlrag, withadeathtoll of some30,000.

The Clinton administration spent many hours plotting waysto per-
suadetheU.N. Security Council to createawar crimestribunal for Irag.

But the effort fell short, avictim of international politics, said Am-
bassador David Scheffer, aformer toplegal aideinthe Clinton admin-
istration.

Scheffer said critics of aspecial tribunal for Irag argued successfully
that pursuit of indictmentscoul d haveimpaired I ragi cooperationwith U.N.
weaponsinspectors and with the U.N.-approved oil-for-food program.

Scheffer also said the Soviet Union, which survived for atime after
Desert Storm, and Chinawere worried that creation of atribunal for
Irag could set aprecedent that some day could be used against themin
light of their own misdeeds over theyears.

Muchlike Saddam, Scheffer noted, Cambodia sk hmer Rougel ead-
ersal sohaveescaped prosecution by theworld community eventhough
their late 1970s genociderecord isfar bloodier than Saddam's.

AsScheffer seesit, expediency insuch mattersshould not beallowed
toprevail indefinitely.

“Ultimately, war crimesaccountability hasto beaddressed,” hesaid.

Richard Dicker, of the New York-based Human Rights Watch, said
thefailuretoindict Saddam and hiscolleaguesdramatizestheneed for
apermanent international tribunal to deal withwar criminals.

Hesaid the International Criminal Court, created by the United Na-
tionsover thesummer, will fill that need but hasno authority to pursue
crimesagainst humanity that occurred beforeitsfounding.

David Mack, an Iraq expert and former State Department official,
said thenumber of Iragisimplicated inthe crimesof Saddam’sregime
probably number in the tens of thousands.

Hesaiditisunrealistictotry tohold these peopl eaccountablefor their
abusesbecausethiswoul dreducetheir incentiveto break with Saddam.

Many thousands of troops defected at the time of Desert Storm. Of
these, large numbers have either returned clandestinely to Irag, been
resettled in the United States or other countriesor languish at refugee
campsoutside Irag, Mack said.

Many areguilty of seriouscrimesfromtheir military days, headded.
Intheinterestsof justicefor their victims, he said he was hopeful that
at least somewill bebrought tojustice.

DouglasFeith, anundersecretary of defense, said disaffectionwithin
the Iragi military continuesto be widespread.

Inawar withthe United States, Feith said, senior Iraqgi officerswho
arefaced with thecertai nty of an Americanvictory “wouldthink twice
about fulfilling ordersto use weapons of mass destruction.”

Indeed, hesaid, disobediencemay bethebest optionfor adisgruntled
Iragi officer, the alternative perhaps being an appointment with awar
crimestribunal prosecutor once the dust settles.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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| liketotravel, and | seemto have beendoinga
lot lately.

Eachplacel visit, | try tofind acookbook, some-
thingfromtheareato remind meof what happened
during that place and time.

Inthefront of thesebooks, | writealittlenoteso
that I'll know next year why the heck | got that
really weird cookbook. Usually it’ shecauseit was
the only oneon therack.

Over the last couple of weeks, I’ ve been to the
Missouri PressConventionattheL akeof theOzarks
and downto visit relativesin central Arkansas.

On theway back from the Ozarks, we stopped
at alittleantiquestore. | found agreat set of Pyrex
bowls similar to aset my mother received for her
wedding anniversary 50-plusyearsago. (Actually
shegot four sets, and shared themwith her mother
andsisters)

| aso found a great cookbook called “ Forgot-
ten Recipes.”

On the first page, | have my memories of the

Can Bush beat Sadda

President Bushroutinely saysthat heprefersnot
togotowarwithlragtoachieveU.S.aims.Noone
thinkshe meansit. But maybe he does.

Conceivably, Bush has scenarios in mind
whereby theUnited Statescouldachievelragi dis-
armament and/or Saddam Hussein’s ouster (“re-
gime change”) without war.

If Bush could end thethreat posed by I ragwith-
out any significant loss of life, it certainly would
be an astounding accomplishment — probably
guaranteeing, among other things, hisre-election.
And, maybe, aNobel Peace Prize.

Three scenarios come to mind. They might be
termed the Colin Powell option, theAri Fleischer
optionandtheldi Aminoption—thatis, disarma-
ment without regime change, regime change
through assassi nation, and regime change by ab-
dication.

Secretary of State Colin Powell told USA To-
day last week that regime change is not a neces-
sity but that “the issue is disarmament.” Heis
working on anew United Nations resolution de-
mandingintrusiveinspectionsandthedismantling
of Iragq’ scapacity for weaponsof massdestruction.

Meanwhile, White House Press Secretary Ari
Fleischer, not a man known for free-lancing,
floated both theexil eand assassi nation scenarios,
though only thelatter earned headlines.

Hesaid, “I can only say that the cost of aone-
way ticket issubstantially lessthan that [of war].
Thecost of onebullet, if thelragi peopletakeiton
themselves, issubstantially lessthanthat. Thecost
of war ismore.”

Variousunnamed sourceshavefloated theidea
that Hussein might be induced, like one-time
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, togointoexile—in
Amin’scase, to Saudi Arabia

All three options require that Bush seem — as
he does— hell-bent for war and fully preparedto
wageitonaunilateral basis, if necessary.

That'stheonly way to get theUnited Nationsto
enforceits past resolutions and enact anew one,
toforcelragtoevenconsider weaponsinspections,
andtoinspirelraqgi generalstothink about killing
Hussein to save themselves.
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convention and theresort, and on the front cover
are“household discoveries—tipsfrom 1930.”

Here are some samples:

L eft Over Bitsof Soap

Itisoftenaproblemtouseleft-over bitsof toilet
soap. After aquantity of soap has accumulated, |
add alittlewater and melt the small piecesof soap
inapan over thefire. Then | pour the mixtureinto
gemtinesandallowittoharden. Theresultishandy
little cakes of toilet soap.

ATeaKettleKnob

When the original knob on the teakettle lid has
come off, | find an empty spool, cut it in two and
fasten it on with abolt and burr, avery practical
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All of the options would be further bolstered if
Bush could form a broad international coalition
against Hussein, including his sometimes protec-
tors, Franceand Russia. If they told him hehad to
yield— or else— hejust might.

Admittedly, there are many reasons to doubt
whether the United Statescan achievelragi disar-
mament or regime change without war.

And, evenif we could, it would probably mean
giving up ontheideaof converting Iraq into ade-
mocracy, thedream of U.S. hawksand of thelragi
resistance movement in the United States.

| tried thethree scenariosout on representatives
of both groupsgathered | ast week for aconference
on post-Hussein Iraq at the American Enterprise
Institute.

Harvard scholar and Iragi exile Kanan Makiya,
author of the groundbreaking book “ Republic of
Fear” (University of CaliforniaPress, 1998), said
that Hussein“will never gointoexilewillingly” and
added, “ There have been dozens of coup attempts
against himover theyears, and Saddam haskilled
everyoneinvolved.”

Americanhawk Richard Perle, aformer Reagan
administration defenseofficial, said, “| can’'t con-
ceive of aninspection regime that would give us
any confidencethat Saddam Hussein hasgivenup
hisweapons of massdestruction.”

Makiya, Perleand most other conferenceattend-
eesexpressed disappointment that, despiteBush’s
ringing expressionsof supportfor Iragi democracy,
his administration has given little support to anti-
Husseindissident groupssuchat thelragi National
Congress(INC).

Ahmad Chalabi, president of the INC, told me
that the State Department and CI A continuetodeny
his group permission to give assistance to dissi-
dentsinside Iraq, claiming it would either violate
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substitute.

On my trip to Arkansas, we visited Petit Jean
Mountain near Dardanelle.

After agreat lunch at thelodge, | bought “ Cook
Book Recipe, Legends & Such from Pickles Gap,
Skunk Hollow and Toad Suck, Arkansas.”

These placesall claimto be near Conway, Ark.,
and the book tells the legends of the place names.
Here'sone:

ThelL egend of Toad Suck

Long ago, steamboats traveled the Arkansas
River when thewater wasthe right depth. Wheniit
wasn't, the captainsand their crewstied up to wait
whereToad Suck Ferry lock and dam now spanthe
river. Whilethey waited, they refreshed themsel ves
at atavern there, to the dismay of the folksliving
nearby, who said, “ They suck onthebottle’til they
swell upliketoads.” hence, Toad Suck. Thetavern
islong gone, but thelegend liveson.

And you thought that | got recipes out of those
cookbooks, didn’'t you?

m Husseln without a war?

economic sanctions or drag the United Statesinto
war.

Perle said that “ entrenched bureaucrats’ at the
State Department and el sewhere “lack vision” of
Arab democracy and overestimate the U.S. effort
it would taketo build it.

But he said he thought that Bush does have the
vision, much as former President Ronald Reagan
didinseeingthat the Soviet empiremight collapse.

Makiya, Chalabi and others said that the Iragi
exilemovement isunitedin believing that Irag, an
oil-rich country, can become a stable, federal en-
tity, demilitarized and secular.

One attendee who did credit non-war scenarios
was Brookings I nstitution defense expert Michael
O’ Hanlon, who said that thethreat of war — backed
up by large-scal etroop movements—mightinduce
Hussein to admit inspectors and even disarm.

He acknowledged, though, that Hussein might
merely pretend to yield to the United Nations to
avoidwar past next spring— after whichit will be
too hot to wage ground combat until late 2003 —
and hopeeventually that worldwidepressureonhim
wanes.

Some Democratic conspiratorialists anticipate
that Bush actually hasin mind postponing war —
or victory without war — until early 2004 so asto
enhance his prospects of re-election.

All of thisisprobably based onfantasy or fevered
imagination. Thelikely scenario isfor the United
Statestowin— or lose—anefforttoget theUnited
Nationsto impose an ultimatum on Irag, that Hus-
seinwill refuseand that combat will commencethis
winter. But, maybe not.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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" I'M AFRAID THAT YOU'RE SIMPLY GO-
ING TO WAVE TO GIVE 1IP STRESS




