2 The Goodland Daily News / Friday, October 11, 2002

commentary

from our viewpoint...

Keeping session short
excellent suggestion

Maybe somebody in Topekaislistening.

Atleast, legidatorsare starting to talk, after last year’sawful mara-
thon, about shortening the session.

The Legidlature is supposed to meet for no more than 90 days, in-
cluding thewrap-up and veto sessions. In practice, though, thesession
has been getting longer.

Last year, with atight budget and nothing to fill the holes with, the
membersset arecord at 107 days. They still didn’t get thebudget right,
and the governor has been cutting ever since.

It'safar cry from the dayswhen the L egislature met for acoupl e of
monthsevery other year.

Not much getsdonein thefirst two months of the session. The Leg-
islature convenesin January and by the time everyoneisready to get
downto business, it'sMarch.

Major issuesalready have been hashed out in“interim” committees
between sessions, but hundredsof billsgointothehopper at thefirst of
theyear. Few move beforethe deadline.

Then, at the end of the session, there’s till all theimportant stuff —
the budget, taxes, major decisionsabout how torunthe state— left to
agree on. Most of that is done at the last minute, and it really doesn’t
make any difference when the session starts— or ends.

We' ve maintained for yearsthat the wholething would run better if
legislatorshadlesstimetofool around. Thesession should becut to 60
days, with tight deadlines, and no room for late bills.

Tobesurethat themembersknow wemeanbusiness, we' dlimittheir
pay and expensesto 60 days. After that, they’ d be on their owntime.

Andwe' rewilling to bet that if the paychecks stopped coming, the
Legislature could befinished with itsbusinessin 60 days.

Somethingswouldn’t change. Thebig decisionson budgets, school s
and thelikewould still be made at the last moment.

But we taxpayerswouldn’t be paying extrafor all the mad dashing
about. Not if it was after the session was supposed to be over.

Andwe' d save alot of money just by cutting expenses off earlier.

L et’shopethisstudy doesn’t diebeforeit getsalook. — SeveHaynes
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Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes letters from
readers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include atel ephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.
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| don’t know about you, but I’ m getting older
every day.

Thingsl usedtodowithout evenblinkingoneye
arenowtootiringtoevenconsider. | usedtobeable
towork all day, go out dancing or rehearse for a
Little Theatre play until midnight, and get up and
gotowork againfor several daysinarow.

Those daysaregone. Oneday of that schedule
canset meback for aweek! It'sgettingso |’ m sat-
isfiedif | accomplish even onebigthing aday.

Yesterday | had aparticularly long day, full of
responsibilities. About half way through the day,
someone asked if | werefeeling al right —that |
seemed down. | felt surethat person wasright.

All the preparationsthat go into aday like that
taketheirtoll evenbeforetheplanisexecuted. But
hearing | was physically fading before even half
the agendawas compl eted made me particularly
leery of asuccessful completion.

Now | want you to know | realize the power of
mind over matter.

I know my attitudeaffectsperformance. | know
negativity can sabotagepositivethinkingandplan-
ning. But | also know aremark can bethe begin-
ning of adownhill slide.

A Sept. 29 lead editorial in the increasingly
trendy New York Timesunwittingly revealed the
contempt held for theindependenceof thefederal
judiciary, not only by members of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, but also by segments of the
media.

In fervently urging the committee to reject the
nomination of Michael McConnell to the 10th
Circuit Court of Appeals, the editorial flatly de-
clared that in voting for presidential nomineesto
the courts, the senators must be certain that the
nominees' “judicia philosophies will take the
country intheright direction.”

According to whose definition of “theright di-
rection?’ The New York Times ? Even more as-
tonishingly, the editorial insists that the Senate
must determine*” whether thenominee’' sviewson
substantive legal matters are consistent with the
nation’sneeds.”

Which needs, and at what point in our history?
In 1954, when the Supreme Court decided, in
Brownv. Board of Education, that segregated pub-
lic schools were unconstitutional, a majority of
Americans did not consider integrated public
schoolsanational need. Many werefurious.

How would The New York Times measure the
“nation’sneeds?’ By polls?If so, which pollster?
This method for choosing judgesis very similar
tothat of the Senate Judiciary Committee' sgrand
inquisitor, the Democratic senior senator from
New York, Charles Schumer. He, as he said ear-
lier thisyear, dismissescertainnomineesasbeing
“way out of the mainstream.” Which polls does
Schumer use? Or does he have adivining rod?

New York University’ sBrennan Center for Jus-
tice hasissued areport titled “Why Litmus Tests
Threaten the Integrity of Our Courts.” Asfar asit
canbecategorized, theBrennan Centerisaliberal
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| pushed myself into discounting the other
person’ sobservationand determinedtoget through
itall successfully. | forgottoask for God’sstrength;
[ fell intohumanity’soldtrapof tryingtodoit aone.
Peoplel had counted onlet medown, but | and oth-
erstook up theslack.

The day went by. Only one more meeting to go,
but it wasthelongest one. | knew | was pushing my
endurance. But once again, God came through —
eventhough| had beentoobusy toask for God'shel p.

Thelast responsibility wasto lead a2 1/2 hour
Bible study. Starting out slowly, | asked someone
else to pray for the session, and we began. The
friend camethrough for meby asking God’sbless-
ing on all personsthere, that we might be opento
wisdom and insight.

Aswediscussed our week’s reading together, |
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institution. Yet, it statesunequivocally that “ sena-
torsseek to advancetheir constitutional authority
by makingideol ogical orthodoxy oncontroversial
issuesaprerequisitefor judicia confirmation.”

That isexactly what Schumer isdoing. Thisisa
strategy TheNew York Timeseditorially applauds.
When Republicansarethemajority intheJudiciary
Committee, they, too, put asidejudicial indepen-
dence and look for prospective judges who will
vote on the bench just asthose senatorswould.

TheBrennan Center isby nomeanspro-life, but
in citing that themost common litmustest for the
Senate Judiciary Committeeisthe nominee’ spo-
sition on Roev. Wade, the Brennan Center points
out that thepressureonthenomineesistobe” pro-
ponentsof ideology” rather than “impartial adju-
dicatorsof disputes.”

And, aSept. 13Washington Post editorial onthe
rejection of Priscilla Owen to the Fifth Circuit
Court of Appeals noted that theseideological lit-
mus tests send a “ message to the public that the
confirmation processisnot aprincipled exercise
but an expression of political power. Both mes-
sagesarecorrosivetotheideal sthat must animate
afirst-ratejudicial branch.”

Alsoconsider that, althoughMiguel Estradahas,
after waiting 16 months, had ahearing beforethe
Judiciary Committee on his nomination to the
District of ColumbiaCourt of Appeals, theimpe-
rious Schumer says there will not be a vote until
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becameenergized. Asl soakedintheirinsights, their
eagernessand their wisdom, | admonished myself
for my day’s attitude of independence. No matter
how strong we are, we can't do it alone. We need
thehel pand support of peoplearoundus, just asthey
need ours. Together, intheright Spirit, weareGod
at work intheworld.

I lovetoteach. | lovetolearnfromothers. Weare
not madeto bealone. That' swearisomeandtiring.
It drainsaway energy and productivity.

Webegintoseeopportunity asobligation, respon-
sibility as drudgery, blessings as burdens. Even
though | had been “doing God's work” al day, |
particularly needed that Bible Study.

Thelesson | learned yesterday (again!) isthat |
am sustained by aloving God and by the creatures
God created. | had allowed a beautiful day filled
with opportunitiesto becomeploddingandthedis-
appointmentsto beoverwhelmingwhen | failedto
view themwithjoy. What | needed wasto look for
hel pandtheanswersto my doubtsand questionsin
God’'sWord andin God's people. And when | did,
theworld becamebrighter and my load waslighter.

Thank you, God, for your faithfulness. Don' t give
uponmel

olls?

the committee gets all of Estrada’s memorandz
while he was a staff attorney in the Office of the
Solicitor General. The Democratic senators want
to see his recommendations on which cases the
Salicitor General should appeal and the briefsiit
should submit to the Supreme Court.

Walter Dellinger, aBill Clinton solicitor general
and decidedly not a conservative, says, “I1t woulc
bevery destructiveof al thepurposesserved by the
attorney client-privilege to have attorneys in the
solicitor general’s officelooking over their shoul-
derswhen they write memos.”

Moreover, at Estrada’s hearing, the Democrats
inchargeof thecommitteeactually accepted dam-
aging reports of the nominee’s views from an
anonymous source. The source was not cross-ex-
amined, and Miguel Estradacouldnot confront his
accuser.

In Federalist Paper No. 77, Alexander Hamilton
warned against presidential nominations being
decided by “aconclave,inwhichcabal andintrigue
will havetheir full scope.”

Both partieshavedistortedthejudicial confirma-
tion process by turning the “advise and consent”
provision of the Constitutioninto theequival ent of
negative campaign TV ads.

Meanwhile, will Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Pat Leahy, D-Vt., permit a vote on
Miguel Estrada’ snominationbeforetheend of this
year now that a Democratic senator may vote to
confirm him?

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
onthe First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
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