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commentary

from other pens...

Teddy breathes

new life into house

After a century of hard use the White House Theodore Roosevelt
surveyedin 1902 wasdark, sagging and overstuffed with all thefringe-
and-tassel exuberance of the Victorian age.

Asaplaceto live and work, the mansion was an uncomfortablefit
both for alargeand lively family like Roosevelt’sand for the transac-
tion of abooming nation’sbusiness.

CharlesF. McKim, aninfluential architect who championedtheNeo-
classicstyle, wasgivenjust fivemonthsto changeall of that. McKim's
mission: Restore GeorgeWashington’svisionof theWhiteHousewhile
making it an efficient workplace for 20th century presidents.

Thearchitect stripped away the decorating efforts of presidentsand
first ladiesdating to beforethe Civil War. Hedismantled theglasscon-
servatoriesthat had piled up against the West Wall sincethe 1850s. He
movedthepresident’ sstaff from the cramped second-floor roomsthey
had long occupied and placed them in a new West Wing. He nearly
doubled the size of thefamily quarters.

In short, M cKim banished the scuffed and theflorid, creating rooms
that were newly bright, light and airy.

An enduring White House style and image was established. It sur-
vived even Harry Truman'sreplacement of theinterior in the 1950s.

“Thefamiliar WhiteHousewasto bethewrapping for thenew pack-
age, therelic wasto be refined outside and improved within,” writes
historianWilliam Sealeinthecurrentissueof “White HouseHistory,”
thejournal of the White House Historical Association.

“Roosevelt’sjobwasto convey to the American peoplethemeaning
of thenew presidency, morepowerful and evident thanit had beensince
Washington'stime,” Seale said. “ The White House was not the least
element in what wasto be amemorable performance.”

Over the five months, McKim's sweep was as compl ete as possible.
Hefailed to discard the carved bed purchased by Mary Lincoln but suc-
ceededinremovingthegrand Tiffany stained-glassscreen spread across
the entrance hall by President Chester A. Arthur.

Toproducethenewly radiant East Room, M cKim* scraped, chipped
and burned away 84 years’ accretion of fust andfiligree, leaving noth-
ing but the original walls.”

The Red, Blue and Green rooms retained their original colors but
gained anew and cooler simplicity.

Prompted by first lady Edith Kermit Roosevelt, the basement pipes,
furnacesand boilerswerehiddenfromview andthevaulted spacemade
intoagallery for portraitsof presidential wives. Thenew public space
and anew east entrance streamlined the flow of White House guests.

Upstairs, the State Dining Room was enlarged, paneled, hung with
tapestries and given atruly Roosevelt touch. The mounted heads of
moose and deer now leaned out from the walls, inspiring a cartoonist
to givethem the president’s bared and grinning teeth.

By mid-October 1902, withthepresident growingimpatient, thework
washurriedaonginafever of nail-banging and paint-slapping. OnNov.
4theRoosevelt family moved back intowhat wasalmost anew house.

Roosevelt “ stripped from theWhite Housethe scarsand tracksof time,

creatingapa ereflection of thehousethat had been, and astrong new image

that would endure,” Sealewritesin hishistory, “ The President’sHouse.”

Althoughthepresident wroteasonthat “ thechangeshaveimproved
it morethanyou canimagine,” somevaocal criticsthought themansion
had been ennobled by history and should beleft alone.

Roosevelt felt otherwise. Ashe prepared to leave the presidency six
yearslater, he commended the American | nstitute of Architectsfor its
help on the project and asked its membersto keep awatchful and pro-
tective eye on the White House.

“Itisnow, without and within, literally theideal housefor the head
of agreat democratic republic,” hesaid.

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. Knutsonhasreported on Congress,
the White House and Washington’'s history for 35 years.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

2002

ASSOCIATL
MIEMBER

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Steve Haynes, President

Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page

Rachel Hixson, Managing Editor

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales

Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

h “-"'
G
e g

S5 ASSoTIATION:

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager

Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl
Teneile Lovelace John Lapka

[
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakes or omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporatin
The Sherman Fre §’Eii“‘”. C‘;’s”
Coun ty Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001
Nor’West Newspapers

Haynes Publishing Company

ETFrA@?00? FORT WORTH STAR -TELEGQRAM—————

HULME

WE SEEK WISDOM
To DEAL WITH
TRE THRREAT

BOMB YOUR NEIGHBOR
LIKE YOU WOULD LIKE

TO BE BOMBED

YOURSELF

Exammmg the Vll‘gln bll‘th of Christ

M anyf| ndthestory of thebirthof ChristtoMary,
avirgin, mystifying. Indeed, God’s ways cannot
befully understood by mankind. Infact, thelarge
numbersof unwanted pregnanciesstill occurring,
whenthereisadizzying array of birth control op-
tions, show that peopl earenot ableto control non-
virginbirths.

While we are unable to perform miracles our-
selves, we can understand many things about
God'smiracles, includingthebirthof Christ. Some
guestionswecananswer by readingtheBibleare:
Wheredid hecomefrom?Did heexist beforebe-
inginMary’ swomb?Why wasit necessary for him
to cometo earth?

John 1: 1-3tellsus, “ Inthe beginning the Word
was, andtheWordwaswith God, andtheWordwas
agod. ThisonewasinthebeginningwithGod.All
thingscameinto existencethrough him, and apart
fromhimnot even onething cameintoexistence.”

Who was this “Word” who was god-like and
through whom all things cameinto existence?

He is the one Proverbs 8:30 calls a “ master
worker” and John 1:14 callsan only-begotten son.

The versein John says, “ So, the Word became
flesh and resided among us, and we had aview of
his glory, aglory such as belongs to an only-be-
gotten son from afather; and hewasfull of unde-
served kindness and truth.”

Jesuslivedinheaven, wasaspokesmanfor God
and helped himto createtheuniverse. How did he
cometo beon earth?

L ukechapter 1tellsustheangel Gabriel visited
Mary toexplaintoher that shewould becomepreg-
nant though shewasnot yet married and avirgin.

Inverse 34, sheaskedtheangel, “How isthisto
be, sincel am having nointercoursewithaman?’
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Gabriel answered her in verse 35: “Holy spirit
will come upon you, and power of the Most High
will overshadow you. For that reason alsowhat is
bornwill be called holy, God’s Son.”

Being overshadowed by holy spirit was an ex-
perience unique to Mary, and we can’t imagine
what that would belike. But, therewasavery im-
portant reason for thisto take place.

John 1:8 talks about John the Baptizer bearing
witnessabout a“light” that wasto come.

Verses 9 and 10 say, “Thetrue light that gives
light to every sort of man was about to come into
theworld. Hewasintheworld, andtheworld came
into existence through him, but the world did not
know him.”

Jesus cameto earth to teach mankind and allow
sometoget toknow himpersonally. Their accounts
have been preserved in the gospelsfor usto read
today, so we can get to know him.

We also have access to accounts of many of the
miracles he performed and the lessons he taught,
somethrough parables. His Sermon onthe M ount
isfamousand al so teaches many lessons.

Oneof thelessons Jesustaught inaparabletells
usnot everyonewill serveGodfaithfully andwarns
usabout thingsthat cankeep usfrom serving God.
In Luke 8: 4-8, Jesus tells a story about a sower
sowing seedsin different kinds of soil; some of it

grew; someof itdidn’t.

Verses 11-15 say, “Now the illustration means
this: Theseedistheword of God. Thosealongside
theroad aretheonesthat haveheard, thentheDevil
comes and takes the word away from their hearts
in order that they may not believe and be saved.
Those upon therock-mass arethe oneswho, when
they hear it, receivethewordwithjoy, but thesehave
noroot; they believefor aseason, but inaseason of
testingthey fall away. Asfor that whichfell among
thethorns, these are the onesthat have heard, but,
by being carried away by anxieties and riches and
pleasures of thislife, they are completely choked
and bring nothing to perfection. Asfor that on the
fine soil, these are the ones that, after hearing the
word with afineand good heart, retain it and bear
fruit with endurance.”

This and many other lessons Jesus taught are
available to usin the Bible because the men who
were closeto Jesuswrote about them. Histime on
earth also allowed him to teach by example.

1Peter 2: 21 says, * Infact, tothiscourseyouwere
called, because even the Christ suffered for you,
leaving you a model for you to follow his steps
closely.”

Of course, Jesusal socametoearthinorder todie
for mankind'ssins.

Romans5: 8 and 9 says, “But God recommends
hisownlovetousinthat whilewewereyet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more, therefore, sincewe
have been declared righteous now by his blood,
shall we be saved through him from wrath.”

While we cannot fully understand how avirgin
birth occurs, the Bibletellsuswhat wereal ly need
to know about Jesus — where he came from and
why he cameto earth.

Budget rhetoric less realistic as news gets worse

JUNCTION CITY — Taxes are important for
Jason Gonzalez. The 19-year-oldismorelikely to
voteforagubernatorial candidatewho pledgesnot
toincrease them.

Hethinkstaxesaretoo high— not so much be-
cause of what they take out of his paycheck from
theA& W restaurant off of Interstate 70, but what
customers pay on burgers, hot dogs and root beer
floats.

“Even around here, say you pay for ameal, the
taxisusualy alot,” Gonzalez said.

Sofar, Democrat K athleen Sebeliusand Repub-
licanTim Shallenburger havebeentryingtoappeal
to voters like Gonzalez who don’t want to see
higher taxesto solvethe state’ sfinancial mess.

Butthey’ vemadeother promisestowoovoters,
most notably about education spending.

Many legislative leaders doubt whether
Shallenburger and Sebelius can keep those prom-
isesand solvethe problem of the state not having
enough money to keep itsservicesat current lev-
els.

Thoselawmakershad hoped that continuing bad
news about state finances would push the candi-
datesto bemoreredlistic.

Instead, the candidates’ rhetoric has moved
closer to pure budget hooey.

“Thereality check needsto hit soon for thegu-
bernatorial candidates,” said Senate Majority
L eader LanaOleen, R-Manhattan.

Shallenburger and Sebelius want to avoid in-
creasing taxes. Both make keeping such aprom-
isemoredifficult when they talk about education
spending.

Shallenburger began the general election cam-
paign with perhaps hismost forthright statement.
Hetold reportersthemorning after theAug. 6 pri-
mary that schools could withstand acut of upto 3
percent — $69 million — if the alternative were
raising taxes.

Henow saysthestatement wastaken out of con-
text and that he does not intend to cut education
funding, eventhoughaidto public school sisabout
52 percent of the budget.

Sebelius hammered on the post-primary state-
ment to woo moderate Republicans away from
Shallenburger, aconservative.

Her message alsoispitched at unaffiliated vot-
erslike20-year-old Robin Diehl, whoworksat the
Sapp Brothersconveniencestoreinthesamebuild-
ing asthe A& W restaurant.

Sheand her husband plan to have children and,
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“That’ Il be one of my major concerns, the educa
tion they’ re getting.”

But Sebeliuswent further. Shenow saysher goa
isincreasing state aid by $1,000 per pupil —at a
cost of about $576 million — over four years.

Shallenburger hassaid the statewill need to cut
about $200 million fromitsbudget, an average of
10 percent of everything outside of education,
which hedescribed asreasonable.

But thefigure does not seem reasonablefor in-
dividual agencies.

For example, the Department on Aging's bud-
getis$145.4 million, but 86 percent of thedollars
—morethan$125million—gotonursinghomes
caring for elderly Kansans.

“We' dfind ourselvesinamess,” said Assistant
Aging Secretary Doug Farmer noted.

At the Department of Correctionsabout 60 per-
centof its$212millionisspentdirectlyinitspris-
ons. A 10 percent cut would mean closing institu-
tionsand eliminating staff positions, spokesman
Bill Miskell said.

“That doesn’t meantheinmateswouldgoaway,”
he said. “We'd put additional bunksin a correc-
tional facility, with no additional staff.”

If such agencies are protected, other agencies
and programstakealarger hit.

The higher education system, with a$699 mil-
lion budget, easily could beatarget for cuts. This
semester, tuition increased by 25 percent at the
University of Kansasand Kansas State University
in responseto the state’s budget problems.

“What upsets me the most is that these candi-
datesare making statementsthat are putting them
in acorner before they start working on the bud-
get,” said Senate Ways and M eans Committee
Chairman Steve Morris, R-Hugoton.”

Both candidatesinsist that efficienciesin gov-
ernment can befound, if anew governor isdeter-
mined to look.

Their ideasinclude combatting fraud in social
services, going after tax deadbeats, wrangling
more money out of thefederal government, chip-
pingaway at wasteandeven, in Sebelius’ case, ex-

panding legalized gambling.

But those ideas take time to execute and there’s
no guaranteethey can produceany extramoney or
savings.

Thepoint for voterslike Gonzalezisthat if they
don’twant higher taxes, they probably will havetc
accept reduced services.

Instead, Sebelius and Shallenburger seem to be
trying to convincevotersthey can solvethestate's
financial problemswithout much pain.

Andthat’sjust hooey.

“THE issueisthe budget,” Oleen said. “ At this
point, there'snot been aserious addressing of that
issue.”

AP Political Writer John Hannahasbeen cover-
ing politicsand stategover nment for the Associated
Presssince 1987.
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