4 The Goodland Daily News / Thursday, October 17, 2002

Saints and sinners: The life of a Jehovah's Witness

Thisisastory of how | became a Jehovah’'s
Witnessfor aday.

Like everybody else, | had been called on
numerous times over the years by these door-
to-door “telemarketers,” who usethe doorbell
instead of thetel ephoneto get your attention—
and often your goat!

The Witnesses' foot-in-the-door tactics an-
tagonized many. Consequently, it was not un-
usual for them to get a door sammed in their
faces.

Littleby little, however, thisbeganto change.
Aware of the bad will they were creating, the
sect’sleadersdid aremodeling job on the Wit-
nesses’ image. The persistenceremained (itis
gtill truethat, if you turn them away, they will
be back in another few months), but the old
antagonistic attitudewasreplacedwith apleas-
ant demeanor.

| was not alonein noticing the change. Irish
author, Alan Bestic, wrotethat, “ Therank-and-
fileof thismuch-abused movement aregregari-

ous, cheerful and happy people. At their inter-
national assembly inLondon, | wastreatedwith
theutmost kindness, gentlecourtesy and genu-
inefriendliness by every Witness| met.”

But theWitnesses' “doorbell ministry” con-
tinuestoannoy some. Witnessesstill receivean
inhospitabl e reception at many doors. Having
never hadadoor slammedinmy face, | decided
to seewhat it waslike. | asked Gene Tenke, a
Witnessfriend and neighbor, if | could accom-
pany him on his rounds one day. Gene was a
successful cookware salesman and lifelong
Witness.

| amtellingyouthisstory now because Gene
passed away recently and | have beenthinking
of that afternoon when we went door-to-door
together.

Our problem that day was not that people
slammed any doorsin our faces. It wasthat we
got noanswer at most doorsweknocked on. Yet
through the screen doors, we could hear atele-
vision playing or peopletalking.
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“They know we are Jehovah's Witnesses,”
Genesaid. “ That'swhy they won’t answer.”

That was one part of it. Another was the
neighborhood we were canvassing. Gene
pointed outitwassolidly middle-class.“ People
arehappy hereand content,” hesaid. “ Itisthose
who are troubled and lonely who are most in-
terested in our ministry.”

Thechurch’sbiggest growthisinthepoverty-
stricken Third World. (The Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses most recently published statistics, asof
August 2001, cite a practicing membership of
morethan 6 million—up 1.7 percent fromthe

year 2000.)

Ironically, while the doorbell ministry irri-
tatessomany, itisresponsiblefor theWitnesses
great growth.

“Most who are Witnesses today once
slammed the door in the face of a Witness
caller,” Gene said. “But situations change in
peopl€'slives. Thenext timewecome, they may
show aninterest. Almost every Jehovah’'sWit-
nesstoday joined asaresult of thedoor-to-door
ministry.”

As Jehovah's Witnesses firmly believe that
they must “beat their swordsinto plowshares’
and not “learnwar anymore” (Isaiah 2:4), they
do not participateinwar or serveinthe Armed
Forces. Thousands havegonetojail asconsci-
entious objectors. (Gene himself served in
prison for 30 months during World War 11.)

Generecalled that once herang thedoorbell
of awomanwho hadlost asoninWorldWar 11.
Shebecameangry withhimover theWitnesses
refusal totakepartinthewar that cost her boy’s

life.

“1 can understand how youfeel,” hetold her.
Thenheadded, “If itisany consolation, youcan
be sure it was not a Jehovah's Withess whc
killed your son.”

Witnesses believe we are living in the Last
Days. They look forward to the “new heaven
and new earth,” spoken of in the book of Rev-
elation, that will replacethepresent order after
the battle of Armageddon.

This new world will be one beautiful park,
alive with colorful varieties of animals anc
birds. Instead of growingold, citizensof thenew
earthwill grow progressively younger. Wewiil
all beaswewere at age 33.

After afoot-wearying day in which we met
more indifference than enthusiasm from the
peoplewe called on, | asked Geneif he some-
timesdidn’t get discouraged.

“When we get depressed,” he said, “we re-
member that the Creator is watching and that
wearepleasing him.”

Don't have a prayer? Prayer lines mean you can alway call for one

By Bobby Ross Jr.
Associated Press Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Outof ajob,
“Snooky” fromMarylandturnstoa1-
800 number.

It’s not an employment service,
though. 1t'sa24-hour prayer line.

The call reachesthe home of an 89-
year-old woman — one of alegion of
volunteers — who writes down the
woman's prayer request and asks God
to help.

“Bewithherrightnow, Lord,andhelp
her shut her eyesand seeyou,” thevol-
unteer prays. “ L et her open her earsand
hear what you haveto say just to her.”

The Nashville-based Upper Room
Living Prayer Center, an ecumenical
ministry funded by United Methodist

Men, receives more than 25,000 tele-
phoneprayer requestseach monthand
an additional 5,000 by e-mail, fax and
regular mail.

Itisoneof many telephonelinesand
Web sites across the nation trying to
connect peoplewith God.

From the Assemblies of God's “1-
800-4-PRAYER” line in Springfield,
Mo., to the Peale Center for Christian
Living prayer center in Pawling, N.Y.,
volunteerstakeprayer requestsaround
theclock.

Mary O. Benedict, manager of the
Upper Room prayer line, said callers
liketheanonymity theministry offers.
Volunteersask only for first hamesand
home state or country, but providing
eventhat informationisoptional.

Thetelephonerequestsareforwarded
around theworld to 350 prayer groups
who recitethe prayer for 30 days.

“Peoplesometimesareafraidtohave
other people know they have a prob-
lem,” Benedict said. But with the Up-
per Roomprayerling,“they cancall and
know they’re safe and share that con-
cernand havesomeonepray for them.”

Sometimescallerscan get help even
if avolunteer isn't immediately avail-
able. “ At thetone, leave your message
and rest assured that your request will
be prayed for,” said arecording on the
Pedleprayer linerecently. Avoiceonthe
Silent Unity Prayer Ministry inKansas
City, Mo.,comfortscallersonholdwith
therecording, “Whileyou wait, be as-
sured that God'sloveiswith you.”

Yet callersshould till becareful not
tobetootrusting, watchdoggroupslike
the Dallas-based Trinity Foundation
warn. They advise against giving an
addressor credit card number to people
working for prayer lines.

“I"'vealwayssaid,’ If youcall aprayer
line and they want anything morethan
your first name, hang up on them be-
causeGodknowsyour lastname,”’ said
OleAnthony, Trinity president.

While Upper Room isaministry of
the 8.3-million member United Meth-
odist Church, volunteersarefromsev-
eral Christian denominations. About
120 people in Nashville routinely an-
swer callsonweekdays.

Some work from the Upper Room
office, but most have calls forwarded

to their homes. Nationally, 6,000
people working two-hour shifts keep
the line staffed at night and on week-
ends— 365 daysayear.

“There’'s so many peoplewho don’t
haveaplacetoturn,” said Clayton Eas-
ter, aprayer line volunteer in Colum-
bia, S.C.

Theprayer linestartedin 1977 asavi-
sionof MaxieDunnam, whowasthenan
editor of Upper Room devotional maga
zine. The publication still advertisesthe
toll free number — 1-800-251-2468 —
but somefindthelinethrough chance. A
Texaswaitresstold North Carolinavol-
unteer Jim Davenport shesaw thelineon
adollar bill shereceived asatip.

Margie Smith, 71, answerscallsfor
twohoursevery Tuesday and Thursday

— whether she'sin Nashvilleor at her
family’shomein Florida. On arecent
morning, her phonerang 28 times.

“The Lord has blessed mein many,
many ways. If | canimpart someof the
L ord'sblessingsonthepeoplethat call,
thatisall | canhopefor,” said Smith,
Presbyterian who credits prayer with
hel ping her husband of 47 yearssurvive
lung cancer.

Somecallerswant God to curetheir
cancer. Othersneed hel pfixing broken
relationships. A few hope to win the
lottery. Jim Roy, who retired as the
center’smanager on Sept. 30, said the
volunteersdon’ttry toconvincecallers
to pray for something el se, but insteac
hope God can move the person in the
right direction.
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Rible Baptist Church
Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway
|| 899-7368
Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College « 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Service: 10:30 am
Evening Service: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Adult Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m.
Helping you focus upward in worship, inward

C

Church of Christ
401 Caldwell
899-6185
Sunday:. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

(A

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Arlin Cochran « 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

3

1

,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler ]

Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

] 899-3631 il
|| Pastor. Rev. Janet Hernandez ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman  899-6161

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw ||

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Kanorado

United Methodist Church
f Pastor: Leonard Cox i
il 399-2468 I
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

g\i goodland RBible Church q
|

109 Willow Road = 899-6400 |

Pastor.
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am [

Il
|| Morning Worship: 11 am

Wednesday: Call for location

ii Evening Worship: 6 pm

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 « 899-6423
Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence: 899-0134
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am
Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am

Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ

7
of Latter-Day Saints

1200 15th Street « Burlington, CO = (719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

mord of Life Foursquare Ghurﬂ

223 E. 10th
899-5250
Pastor: John Coumerilh
Weekend services
Sunday: \Worship Celebration
and Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

Ca 2]

Pastor.

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST
Winona:
Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

L™ "d

9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

L)‘_‘ Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am d

=y ]‘_(F
g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C
Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th = 899-7205

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment

Mass Schedule:

Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch
694-2242
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

h 208 W. 2nd

good Samaritan Center

Koons Funeral Chapel

North Main
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:
‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main 1

Short & Son Trucking

Hwy. 24




