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commentary

from other pens...

Closing local offices
a way to cut budget

Par sons Sun on social servicescuts:

Thenewsmay have been alittle difficult for someto swallow when
Kansas Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services Secretary
Janet Schalansky announced she would begin the new year with the
closureof 23 county officesto helpmeet certain cutsinthebudget. Her
three-year planisfor closure of 70 of the 105 offices.

Also under consideration but as yet unspecified are cutsin services
forthedisabledand mentallyill, cutsinchild careservicesand changes
inmedical insurance coveragefor children of workingfamilies. Inall,
the cutstotal more than $40 million each year.

Thisisoneof thefirst plansbeing announced to deal withthestate’s
tight budget. The pictureisn’t pretty and each day it getsworse. ...

While politicians say they can prevent tax increases by cutting out
fat, abuse, overhead and tightening administration, who’s out there
making surethat thecutsareinthoseareasrather thanintheclient ser-
vices sector? Who will bethewatchdog?

It hasto be Kansans, themselves.

... Just aswhen Medicarefraud is best detected by the patient ques-
tioning billing practices, poorly run state serviceswill best bedetected
by the clientswho observe from within.

When the state spends more than 68 percent of its budget on educa-
tionandthepublic saysthat amount should beincreased, therejustisn’t
much |eft from which to makethe severe cuts necessary. Every one of
themwill haveto be smart, with aslittle client impact as possible.

Only if the public acts aswatchdogswill that really happen.
TheSalinaJour nal on candidateswho hide:

Thereissomething spooky about political candidateswhowon'tface
the public.

It iseven scarier when these no-showswin at the polls.

That’s the case in eastern Kansas, where State Board of Education
candidate Iris Van Meter, Thayer, won the 9th District GOP primary
eventhough sherefused to participatein any public candidateforums.

Additionally, Van Meter would not talk to the media. ...

Her strategy speakstotheold saying, “ It isbetter to bethought afool
than to open one’'s mouth and remove al doubt.”

... Wehopethe sametacticisnot adopted by fellow Republican Phill
Kline, candidate for Kansas Attorney General. Kline's opponent is
Democrat ChrisBiggs, Geary County attorney.

...Klinedropped out of two big debatesschedul ed for next week. One
wasacombined effort by thechambersof commercefromeight Johnson
County communities. The other was scheduled for the Kansas
Children’s Service L eague conference, agathering that draws several
hundred child advocates.

... Kline' sspokesperson sai d scheduling conflictscameup. No other
detailswere offered.

Granted, Klineand Biggshavedebated four timesal ready, sowedon’t
think Klineisshy about opening hismouth. At least sofar.

Add that question to agrowing list of queries, including why Kline
refusesto release hisincome tax returns, and why fellow Kansas po-
litical figuresrecommended agai nst hisappointment for U.S. attorney.

Also, voters deserve more information on the $8,100 Federal Elec-
tion Commission fine issued against Kline for his failure to report
$72,000 in campaign contributions he received during a 2000 bid for
Congress. ...

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

Steve Haynes, President

Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page

Rachel Hixson, Managing Editor

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales

Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

'2'0; 02 2002

: ] S ASSOCIATE
L% AmsoriA MEMBER

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Nor’west Press

Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl
Teneile Lovelace John Lapka

nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor NewYear's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

The Shermziqucorporatingfﬂg SYERMAN, COUNTY

County Herald ST*R

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

| ar

NI
11’:"“‘" ”i’ 2 /
2017

SR
L

7
vz,

Canadian loan businesses are not a good choice

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| havehad bad credit for several years. | wasre-
cently needing aloan and saw an advertisementin
thelocal classifiedsthat said*” credit problemsOK.”
It sai d applicationscoul d betaken over the phone.
Whenl calledthe1-800 number | wastoldthecom-
pany couldtakemy application over thephoneand
| was asked to fax acopy of arecent pay stub, my
driver’slicense, and social security card. | was
desperate for aquick loan, so | sent the informa-
tion. Thecompany called meback thenext day and
said that | was approved for a$5000 |oan, but be-
cause of my past credit problems| would need to
sendalOpercent downpayment. | sentawiretrans-
fer by Western Union to Canada. That was four
weeksagoand | havenot heard anything el sefrom
thecompany! Thephonenumber | originaly called
has been disconnected. Attorney General Stovall,
can anything be done to recover my money?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Consumersshouldalwaysbeawareof any group
that asks them to send copies of their identifica-
tion; especially out of the country. Sending cash
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by money order isalso ared flag aswiretransfers
arevirtually untraceable. Notonly istheconsumer
out the“down payment,” thereisagood chance of
hisor heridentity being stolen. My officehasfound
that thesegroupsoften set upin hotel roomsfor two
or threeweeksand then moveto another location.
They pay for the newspaper adswith stolen credit
cardsandwill set up 1-800 numbersoncell phones
with astolenidentity.

My office sent your complaint to the Canadian
authoritiestoinvestigate. | strongly encourageany
consumer to question any groups offering “ easy
loans’ to those who have credit problems or have
gonethrough bankruptcy. Most oftenthesegroups
that advertisein newspapersarenot | egitimateand

consumerswho send their money will never seeit
again. If you need aloan, usealocal financial in-
stitution or awell-established national company. If
you havecredit problems, businessespromisingtc
fix your credit and/or providefinancing regardl ess
of your credit history will simply makeyour finan-
cial situationworseby chargingyoufor servicesyou
can perform

forfreeor by providing credit ontermsyoucan't
afford. Fixingcredit problemsisalong-termproject
without ashort term fix.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming avictim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetail shave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
are based on actual complaints. For further infor-
mation or tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttorney
General CarlaJ. Stovall, Consumer Protection Di-
vision, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

Candidates won' talk honestly about budget

Hooey.

Poppycack.

Blarney.

Flapdoodle and garbage.

Whatever wordsvoterswanttouse, they' restill
getting plenty of it whenever themgjor party can-
didatesfor governor talk about the state’s budget
problems.

Democrat Kathleen Sebelius and Republican
Tim Shallenburger conti nueto makepromisesthey
almost certainly can’t keep, draw up plansthat will
be nearly impossible to execute and perpetuate a
fantasy that they can solve Kansas' financial dif-
ficultieswithout inflicting much pain.

Theirony isthat under some scenarios, prom-
isesto make government more efficient, conduct
atop-to-bottomreview of state agenciesor go af-
ter welfareandtax cheatswouldbesignificant. But
Sebelius and Shallenburger have made too many
promises for those scenariosto play out.

Areview of thestate' sfinancial problemsstarts
withrevenueprojectionsfor thecurrent fiscal year.

Theofficial forecast isthat the statewill collect a
littlemorethan $4.5 billion during the current fiscal
year, enough to cover its$4.4 billion in spending.

But noonefamiliar withthebudget expectsthat
prediction to hold. Revenues fell $212 million
short of expectationsfor fiscal 2002. Legidlative
leadersand StateBudget Director Duane Goossen
expect the samefor fiscal 2003.

If the state collected $4.3 billion, the current
assumption of the Legislative Research Depart-
ment, it would haveto cut $103 millionfrom cur-
rent spending to avoid adeficit on June 30.

If it collected less— and some officialsworry
that it might — therequired cutswould belarger.

Intheir last report on the budget, legidlativere-
searchers also assumed modest growth in fiscal
2004, leaving the state with revenues of about
$4.44 billion.

If that seemsoptimistic, state officialsand uni-
versity economists are likely to consider more
pessi mistic numbers when they meet — on Nov.
5, ElectionDay —toissuenew revenueforecasts.

In addition, the state supported some programs
inthe 2003 budget with about $94 millionin fed-
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eral funds that won't be available again in fiscal
2004. The state must either cut those programs
back, or shift money from someplace el se.

But the problems Sebelius and Shallenburger
create for themselvesin trying to solve the state’s
budget problemsstart withtransportationspending.

Bothhavesaidthey will protect thestate’s$13.6
billion, comprehensive transportation program,
started in 1999.

TheL egidativeResearch Department estimates
that, under Kansaslaw, keepingtheprogramwhole
will divert $193 millioningeneral tax revenuesto
highway projects.

K eepingthepromiselowersavailablerevenues
for everything elseto $4.25 billioninfiscal 2004,
using researchers’ latest scenario.

The promise would force Sebelius or Shal-
lenburger to find at least $164 million in cuts over
18 months, just to prevent abudget deficit on June
30, 2004. That's 3.7 percent of the current budget.

But both Sebeliusand Shallenburger haveprom-
ised not to cut aid to public schools, some $2.3
billion, or 52 percent of the entire budget.

With that promise, cuts must be made from the
remaining $2.1 billion in spending. That $164
millionwoul drepresent al most 8 percent of every-
thing else.

Shallenburger hassaid anaverage 10 percent cut
in everything else would be reasonable, but such
reductionswould infact be difficult to achieve.

Thehigher education system; social servicesfor
the poor, el derly and disabled; and the prison sys-
tem account for most of that remaining spending,
about $1.7 billioninall.

Theprison system seemsan unlikely candidate
for big cuts, given continuing increasesin thein-
mate popul ation.

So, too, doesthe Department of Social and Re-
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habilitation Services, where any cuts — closing
offices, reducing child care for working families,
raising health insurance premiumsfor those same
families and cutting spending on services to the
disabled and mentally ill — areoffset by increasec
costsin federally mandated medical services.

In the Department on Aging, 86 percent of the
budgetisconsumed by reimbursementsto nursing
homesthat carefor elderly Kansas, paymentsfed-
eral law says must be based on costs.

Those factors point to the higher education sys-
tem asthe biggest potential target.

Yet, asked last week whether he could trim 1C
percent from higher education spending,
Shallenburger said simply, “| don’t know.”

But if Shallenburger’stask looks difficult, con-
sider that Sebeliusis promising not to cut higher
education spending either. That meansin her admin-
istration, 68 percent of thetotal budget isoff limits.

She dhavetofind her $164 millionwithonly $1.4
billion left on the table— most of it in socia ser-
vicesand prisons.

Pressed last week toexplainwhereshewoul dfind
enough savingsshesaid: “Well, that’swhat we' ve
got tolook for.”

Votersdeserve better.

Thechoicesfacing Kansansaretough and stark,
and any course of actionislikely toinvolve some
significant pain.

Butinstead of hearinganintelligent debateonthe
budget from themajor party candidates, votersare
getting flapdoodle.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered state gover nment and politicsfor the
Associated Presssince 1987.
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