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Vermell insists defense will get better

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — A
Kansas City defense ranked dead last
intheNFL isstarting to causetempers
to flare around Arrowhead Stadium.

Coach Dick Vermeil lashed out at a
reporter Monday who asked if he till
had confidenceindefensivecoordina-
tor Greg Robinson.

“He is my defensive coordinator. |
brought him here. He's a damn good
foothall coach,” Vermeil snapped.

With Brian Griese throwing for a
career-best 376 yards Sunday and Sh-
annon Sharpesettingatight endrecord
with 214 yards receiving, the Denver
Broncosbeat the Chiefs37-34inover-
time. It was the second straight game
in which the Kansas City offense,
ranked No. 2 overall, scored 34 points
inalosing effort and the sixthtimein
seven gamesan opposi ng quarterback
threw for more than 300 yards.

Robinson, who wasfired at Denver
beforeVermeil hiredhimlastyear ashis
defensivecoordinator, hascomeunder
increasing criticismfromfansand me-
diafor having a complicated scheme
that isnot suited to his personnel.

world series

WORLD SERIES
By The Associated Press
Saturday
San Francisco 4, Anaheim 3
Sunday
Anaheim 11, San Francisco 10,
series tied 1-1
Tonight
Anaheim (Ra.Ortiz 15-9) at San
Francisco (Hernandez 12-16), 6:27
p.m.

Wednesday
Anaheim (Lackey 9-4) at San
Francisco (Rueter 14-8),6:35p.m.
Thursday
Anaheim (Washburn 18-6) at
San Francisco (Schmidt 13-8),
6:22 p.m.
Saturday
San Francisco at Anaheim, 5:58
p.m., if necessary
Sunday
San Francisco at Anaheim, 6:02
p.m., if necessary

“The other coacheswho work with
him are responsible for the perfor-
mance of the defense, and | am No. 1
responsiblefor the defense,” Vermeil
said.

“I'mnotgoingtosithereandcriticize
my coachesfor you. If youalready have
your story written, writeit,” he said.

Themorale of the defense hasbeen
sagging week after week of continued
failure. TheChiefsareonly 3-4 despite
having one of the most prolific of-
fensesintheleague, includingtheNo.
1 rushing attack.

They’ve scored aleague-high 239
points, morethananyoneel se. Butthey
lost a10-point lead against San Diego
twoweeksagointhefourthquarter and
failedtoprotect a14-point fourth-quar-
ter advantage over the Broncos.

“I have alot of respect for Greg
Robinson. That’s why | brought him
here,” Vermeil said. “We have prob-
lems on defense, but they’ re not all
coaching problems. Sometimeswejust
don’'t do what we' re supposed to do.”

Vermeil insisted thedefensecanstill
get better.

“Whatever we' redoing, itisn’tgood
enough,” Vermeil said. “Whether it's
coaching, playing or whatever I'm
doing, it'snot good enough. Weknow
that. But there’ saprocessthat goesto
makeit better, andit’snot blaming the
defensive coordinator.”

Safety Jason Belser, in the mean-
time, said there is no danger of asplit
devel oping between the offense and
defense.

“1t comesfromthehead man. That’s

whereit starts, afamily atmosphere,”
said Belser, who spent most of hisca-
reer at Indianapolis.

If thecoachdoesn’t play onefaction
against another, Belser added, “it
doesn’t becomecontagious, andthat’s
the way coach Vermeil functions. We
try to learn from our mistakes but we
don’t beat our teammates down when
something goeswrong. Itwill tear your
team up. Eventually, the team will
separate.”

Therewas good news on theinjury
front for the Chiefs. Safety Greg
Wesley, who has missed two weeks
with a deep shoulder bruise, was ex-
pected to be back this week for Oak-
land. Backuptight end Jason Dunn, out
amost amonthwith abad shoulder, is
also expected to beready to go.

Kingsbury labors without respect

KANSASCITY,Mo. (AP)—Texas
Tech coach Mike Leach figures he
must have the most underappreciated
quarterback in America.

Whenever so-called Heisman Tro-
phy pollscomeout, Kliff Kingsburyis
hardly ever listed. Yet, no quarterback
hasthrown for moreyards.

“His numbers are hands-down the
bestinthecountry,” Leach said Monday
duringtheBig12coaches call.“ There's
not aquarterback inthecountry who has
better numbersthan Kliff, period.”

All the Texas Tech senior has done,
among other things, isbecomethefirst
quarterback in Texas— astatethat is
richinfootball heritage— to passfor
more than 10,000 career yards.

In Saturday’svictory over Missouri,
Kingsbury hit a whopping 49-of-70
passesfor fivetouchdownsand acon-
ference-record 510 yards and was de-
clared Big 12 player of the week.

He |eads the nation this season with
2,916 yardspassing and 28touchdowns.

But perhapsKingsbury’smost amaz-
ing stat is his number of interceptions.
Defenses know full well he's going to
throwtheball 40to50timesagame. Yet,
they’ ve picked him off only six times.

That's 419 passes and six intercep-
tions.

“He's avery good quarterback, a
very, very impressive guy,” Missouri
coach Gary Pinkel said. “It’snot only
his arm. He's just so outstanding at
finding, based on what you do, who's
open.”

One reason Kingsbury does not get
much recognition may be the offense
that the Red Raiders employ, which
gives him so many opportunities to
throwtheball. But Leachthinkspeople
should consider the tough Big 12
schedule he'sbeen facing.

“There's not a quarterback in the
country that’s played against better
competition than Kliff has,” hesaid.

Hesaidhe'snot sureif hisquarterback
isresentful of hislack of appreciation.

“There'snot alot hecando about it,”
Leach said. “ The people in the media
kind of control that. They center their
attention around individuals in their
media base, big-name people. Some-
timesit'shardtoget ontheradar screen.”

Kingsbury hashad some of hisbest
gamesagainst TexasA& M’stoughde-
fense.

“When you start talking about the
Heisman, to me, it'sthe quality of the
player himself and also what he does
for histeam,” said A&M coach R. C.
Slocum. “There's no question heisa

remarkable player. | see himweek in
and week out, he getshit, hegetsback
up and makes great throws. | don’t
think he gets enough credit for what
he'sdone.”

Kingsbury should not be dismissed
because he throws so many passes,
Slocum said.

“They sayit'sjustthesystem: * Any-
body candothat. ‘ If youthrow theball
70times, you’' regoingtohaveabunch
of yards.’

““But not many peoplecancomplete
500f 71 passesfor 500yards,” Slocum
added. *Hedoesit so often, you get to
think it's not that big adeal. But it re-
alyisapretty bigdeal. Tocomplete50
of 70 against air isgood.”

bowling results

Happy Our Bowling Report
Oct. 17

Nelson Spliceis over Pocket Rockets 3t0 1; Ra-
sure Do It Center over B&B Electric 4 to 0; KMA over
Collinwood 4 to 0.

High Game Team Rasure Do It Center 862; High
Game Ind. Brent Wood 263; High Series Team Ra-
sure Do it center 2469; High Series Ind Brent Wood
732

Standings

KMA 24 4
Rasure Do It Center 19 9
Collinwood 15 13
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Jordan scores eight
In win over Nuggets

DENVER (AP)—Hopingtoac-
celerate his timing and condition-
ing, Michael Jordanmadeasurprise
appearance, playinginhisfirst pre-
season game.

Being Michael Jordan, hehit the
first shot hetook.

Jordan, who earlier indicated he
might skip all of the Washington
Wizards' exhibition games to rest
his surgically repaired right knee,
played 14 minutesand scored eight
pointsMonday nightintheWizards
96-73winover theDenver Nuggets.

Jordan mi ssed Washington’sfirst
five exhibitions but was growing
concerned about getting histiming
back for the regular season.

“It'shard to start the season cold
turkey,” Jordan said before the
game.

Jordan entered the game with
7:13 left in the second quarter and
played therest of the period. He hit
aturnaround jumper about three
minutes after entering.

He played the first 7:15 of the
third quarter, scoring ateam-high
six pointsinthe quarter including a
steal and a fastbreak layup on the
other end.

He hit 3-of-8 shots and had one
rebound, one assist, one foul, two
stealsand two turnovers.

Coach Doug Collins said before
thegamethat heplannedtoplay Jor-
dan about 14 minutes.

Jordan also will play in Wash-
ington’sfinal two exhibitions. The
regul ar-season opener isOct. 30in
Toronto.

“I movedwell and | don’tthink |
favored anything,” Jordan, 39, said
afterthegame. “ My timing wasoff,
but it's going to take sometime to
adjust. I’'m pleased.

“The thing | heard all summer
was not to overdo it early and just
gradually keep working on it. The
things I’ ve done to this point al-
lowed meto feel good for those 15
minutes. I’ m not going to do some-

thing stupidlikeplaying 20 minutes.

“Sol’'mstickingtothegameplan.
My minuteswill increaseinthenext
game and the following game, and
I’ msurethat whentheseason comes,
I'll work my way intoit.”

Jordan’s return dovetailed with
Coallins' desireto shoreup hisplay-
ing rotation in the final three pre-
Season games.

‘“*We’ve been practicing, and
Michael came up to me and said,
‘Mytimingisoff. | wanttoget some
kind of timing beforewe havetogo
to Toronto and play.” And | agree
with that completely,” Collinssaid.

Coallinsenvisionsplaying Jordan
off thebenchasasixthmanthissea-
son, which hopefully would allevi-
atethewear andtear that plagued his
star last season, when Jordan came
out of retirement for thesecondtime.

“1 playedwith oneof thebest sixth
men in basketball, Bobby Jones,”
Coallins said. “Bobby would sit the
first eight minutes of the game and
basically thefirst eight minutesof the
third quarter. So the most he could
ever play was32minutes. It'sagreat
way to keep someone’s minutes
down.

““We've got to keep Michael’'s
minutes down. We let it get away
fromuslast year. Wegot off toahor-
rible start, and we played him too
much.”

After the game, Collins said Jor-
dan “felt strong and he did fine. He
was aggressive on defense, and |
thought hemoved well. Heneedsto
work on histiming and getting him-
self into alittle bit better shape. He
has gotten much stronger in thelast
10to 12 days.”

TheNuggetswere expecting Jor-
danto play Monday night. They ad-
vertised his visit to Denver and
promised fans a regular-season
ticket if hedidn’'t play.

TheNuggetsal soofferedtheWiz-
ards a$200,000 incentiveif Jordan
played Monday night.
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185-899-2338

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

*1  Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the

Daily and The Country Advocate.

New Hours@
Mon., Wed., Fri.:
1p.m.to 7:30 p.m.

walk-ins
Tues. & Thurs.
8am.-5p.m.

Sat. 8am. - Noon
Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544
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FLANDERS GUTTERING

“ A Better Way To Go”
Soecializing in:

5" seamless Seel Gutter
Soffit & Fascia Sding » Roofing
Small Construction
Mark & Jamie Flanders
(785) 899-7456
(785)462-0633 Cell

p& D B'lﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc. *
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen'’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. ..

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 -
785-694-2687

YOUR

ad could be here!
Call Bill or Eric at

899-2338
T(geoodland Daily News

New System Professional

@ Window Cleaning
Colby, Kansas
Dear Chris and Beth,

My windows look great! Thank you for doing
the extra on those south windows! | appreciate
the effort you put into doing a great job! | will
recommend you to my friends!

Sincerely, Kim Davis, Burlington, CO

(785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735

BOLAND Insurance Agency Inc.

since 1957

Hazel Estes - Agent

337 15th, Burlington, CO.

Business: (719)346-8844
Home: (785)399-2282

Long Term Care, Life, Annuities & More

Licensed in Kansas and Colorado

80807

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th « Goodland, KS =

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

o cty sea> (g0(-886-2423] <

CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

LVa

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

660 W. WALNUT « COLBY, KS 67701 « FAX: 785-462-2782

ready for the holidays?

X

* Tri Star Homes
Tri Star Home Improvement Services

Do you need something done around your home to get
Additions: Painting, Siding, Basement Finishes*
Give us a call at 785-899-6725 or 785-821-3608

Ralph Brighton
Licensed, Bonded & Insured contractor

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR -

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent .
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974 1

. i
® www.shelterinsurance.com | i

FARM - BUSINESS

785-899-7030 Office

ZIMMERMAN
PLUMBING

1
Q

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FARM *

LICENSED - INSURED - BONDED

EXPERT "TREE SERVICE
DAVE RUDY

Tree Care

Fruit Trees

Deciduous

Coniferous

Balling

Pruning

Tree Clean Outs

Tree Removals

Expert Field Tree Surgeon
Nurseryman « Landscaping

Yard Artist

785-462-8091
Gem, KS

Evergreens
Shaping
Trimming
Feeding
Shelterbelts
Removal
Pine Tree Care

Goodland Daily News
1205 Main

Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

AreYou Tired of High
Phone Bills?

Local Phone service w/FREE unlimited Long-Distance!
$39.95 Includes:

 Call Waiting
« Cdler ID
« Cdl Blocking

« Call Return
» Three-way calling

Keep your same phone #

Call 1-877-826-4335

*must have good credit*




