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commentary

from other pens...

U.S.-China together
on North Korea Issue

Differences often dominate U.S.-Chinese summits, but Friday’s
meeting between President Bush and Chinese President Jiang Zemin
is expected to be a sober exchange on their shared concerns about a
nuclear-armed North Korea.

Both governments say they don’t want to see North Koreain the
nuclear camp. Thebig questioniswhether thetwo countriescan agree
on ajoint strategy to minimize the threat both believeis posed by the
North’snewly disclosed weapons program.

Trade, Taiwan, Iraq and human rights all will be on the agenda at
Bush’sTexasranch, but North Koreawill transcend all other issues.

Thetwo leaders will meet ahead of the Asia Pacific Economic Co-
operation conference thisweekend in Los Cabos, Mexico.

U.S. officialssay Chinadoesnot want another declared nuclear power
onitsborder, andboththeU.S. and ChinabdlievetheNorth K oreannuclear
program, left unchecked, could trigger an armsracein theregion.

Chinawas more oblique than the United Statesin its criticism, as-
sertinglast week that it did not support any country that devel opsweap-
onsof mass destruction.

Jiang, 72, probably will be meeting with Bush for the last time as
Chind sleader sinceheisexpected to makeagradual exit from power.
But the Bush administration is not treating him as alame duck.

Chinaoftenishilled asNorth Korea'sclosest ally, but Beijing hason
occasion been at oddswith itsreclusive neighbor.

After Chinajoinedthenuclear clubin 1964, North K oreanleader Kim
I1-sung asked for China's hel p in devel oping anuclear weapons of its
own. Chineseleader Mao Zedong said no.

Don Oberdorfer, an Asiaexpert at the Johns Hopkins School of Ad-
vanced International Studies, said Chinarebuffed North Koreaagain
in 1994 when Pyongyang was suspected of traveling down thenuclear
weaponspath. Chinatold North K oreait woul d not veto proposed sanc-
tionsagai nst Pyongyang that were being considered by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, Oberdorfer said.

At Friday’ smeeting in Crawford, Texas, Bush will wonder how far
Jiangwill bewillingtogoin pressuring North Koreato reverse course
onitsnuclear weapons program.

Jiang will be curious about whether Bush hasregime changeinmind
for North Korea, much as he does for Irag. Oberdorfer saysthereisa
point beyond which Chinawill not support U.S. policy inNorth Korea.

“1f the Bush administration’s goal is regime change, the Chinese
would bevery much opposedtothat,” hesaid. “ Getting rid of weapons
isonething. Getting rid of regimesisanother.”

Onedifferencebetween|ragand North K oreaisthat thelatterismuch
more dependent on outsidersthan Irag.

TheUnited States, Japan and South Korea* should end all food and
fuel aidtoNorth Koreaimmediatel y” and encourageRussiaand China
to do the same until North Korea takes steps to eliminate its nuclear
weaponsprograms, say HeritageresearchersBalbinaY. Hwang, Larry
M. Wortzel and Baker Spring.

TheBushadministrationhassaiditwill notallow political considerations
toinfluencefood donationsbecause such giftshelp needy North Koreans.

U.S.-Chineserelations have been on the upswing, and China has made
severd friendly gesturestoward Washington|lately toensureafriendly visit.

Hoping to deflect criticism of its policy toward Tibet, Chinahasre-
leased aTibetannunfrom prisonandreceived arepresentativeof Tibet's
exiled Bhuddist |eader, the Dalai Lama.

It also hastaken several stepsover the past two monthsto easeU.S.
concernsabout China'sproliferation activitieson both the nuclear and
biological weaponsfronts.

Taiwan remains a sore point in the relationship. China continues to
makeclear itsoppositionto U.S. armssalesto Taiwan. TheBush admin-
istration hascritici zed Chinesemissiledeploymentsacrossfrom Taiwan.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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In these anxious times, give me games

Legendary New York sports columnist Red
Smithlikedtotell thestory of Laurence Stallings,
anovelist and playwright who had been acorre-
spondent in World War 1.

In 1925, Stallings was sent by Hearst newspa-
persto cover afootbal| gamebetweenIllinoisand
the University of Pennsylvania. A fellow named
Red Grange, who woul d becomeoneof thegreat-
est halfbacksof al time, ranfor threetouchdowns
inhisfirst East Coast appearance. Whenthegame
ended and the sportswriters were pounding the
keysof their typewriters, Stallingspaced thepress
box and clutchedhishair.“ I can'twriteit!” wailed
the man who had covered awar. “ It'stoo big!”

Smith would share the anecdote when it was
suggested that writing about sportswasnot avery
meaningful use of histalent. He never put up a
particularly vigorousdefenseof himself, recogniz-
ing that hewasn't shaping national policy or sav-
inglives. But hewould point out that anything that
can move people as deeply and wildly as sports
seemed worth chronicling.

Thisiswhy, to answer the growing chorus of
critics, the San Francisco Giants are taking up
spaceonthefront pagethesedaysal ongsidenews
about war in Iraq and the crashing economy. Itis
why, despite more important events unfolding
around theworld, the Giants and other cherished
sportsteamssstill matter.

® commentary

Civilization will not be altered whether the Gi-
ants or Angelswin the World Series. But in these
anxioustimes, thegames— withtheir momentary
heroes and heart-pounding plots — stir in us an
unreasonable euphoriathat | consider a kind of
grace: We don't have to earn it, save for it or de-
serveit. Wejust haveto care.

Andif you care, evenalittle, you can’t help but
be uplifted at the sight of men jumping in unison
likechildren, their armsaround each other, in utter
disbelief and delightintheir unlikely victory. You
can'thelp buttakepurepleasureinreadingthenext
day of what the boysdid onthefield.

“Baseball is legitimate news right now,” says
Rob Elias, University of San Francisco professor
of politics and editor of the anthology, “Baseball
and theAmerican Dream” (M.E. Sharpe, 2001).

“In an increasingly mobile, isolated and frag-
mented society, baseball has the capacity to gen-
erateasenseof community. It offersoneof thefew
real opportunitiesfor publicinteraction. ... | think

the Giants should be covered more by the media,
not less.”

The argument can be made that sportsis never
more important than in times of crisis. After Sept.
11, football and baseball stadiumsbecametheonly
venues in which large numbers of people coulc
gather, feel connected and expresstheir shared pa-
triotism.

This has long been so. The national anthem had
been played at sporting events since the turn of the
century but only for specia events, such asOpening
Day or theWorld Series. With the outbreak of World
Waer I1, the anthem became afixture at every game.

| ambiased, of course, inputtingforththisdefense
of baseball, having becomeastarry-eyed Giantsfan
when | stopped covering them as ajournalist anc
began watching asaspectator. | rediscovered why
all sportsfansbelieveinmiracles. Unlikejust about
everythingelseinlife, gamesoffer almost endless
opportunities for a better outcome from previous
attempts, an opportunity to close the door on yes-
terday and start over.

So give methe news about the looming war and
the diving Dow. But also give methe games. Give
mesomehope, no matter how indefensible, that this
time our sidewill comethrough.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

Hoof In mouth disease

There'sasignin our town’sonly Laundromat,
“No Horse Blankets in the Washing Machines,
Please.” Good adviceat home, too, | would think.
But there' sadifference between peoplewho own
horsesand everyoneelse.

| wastalking to afriend one day about aneigh-
bor who ownsahorse. “Hetalksabout that horse
al thetime,” hesaid. “What it eats, what it doesin
the morning, how it follows him around, how it
lovestherain.”

“What's so unusual about that?’ | asked.

“Doyouknow what hiswifeeats?Doyouknow
what shedoesinthemorning?Doyouknow if she
likespinacoladasand getting caught intherain?’
It took me quite sometimeto even dredge up the
wife's name. | don't believe my horse-loving
neighbor has ever mentioned her.

But weall knew the horse’s name.

And that’s the difference between people who
own horses and horse people.

Horsepeopl earenot abletotal k about anything
but horses. You say “Hello” to apersonwho owns
horsesandthey’ || say somethinglike, “Hello, nice
weather we' rehaving,” back toyou. Say “Hello”
to a horse person and they’ll say, “ That reminds
meof somethingMr. Eddidthismorning. He' sjust
likeahuman. Did | mentionwespent $12000nthe
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vet yesterday? Whew, and to think we nearly
wasted that money putting it in the kid's college
fund. Weweregoingtoget Muffy bracesbut | told
her most boyslike agood overbite.”

You could say to ahorse person, “I went to the
dentist thismorning and hetold mel wasgoingto
need four root canal s done on the same day with-
outanesthesia,” andthey wouldsay, “ That reminds
me, Mr. Ed needs to be brushed. Want to come
watch? Did we tell you that he's getting plastic
surgery?He’ sso sensitiveabout theway helooks.
Hethinkshisnoseistoo big.”

“Isheeasy toride?’ you might ask.

“Ride?0Oh, that'srich. NooneridesMr. Ed, he's
ashow horse. He might get scratched or nicked.
Wejust walk him around thering afew timesfor
the judges. Here, help me get him in the shower.
Helikestotakeanice, long hot shower before he
gets his pedicure.” The shower isawalk-in ar-
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rangement with nine heads and heated to the per-
fect temperature. At night they put heat lamps on
him so hewon't grow an ugly winter coat.

| knowwhat you' rethinking, I’ velaiditonalittle
thick about horse people. Think so? Sueand | once
visited afanciful castlein Europe. Wetook atrain
toatiny, quaint town, thenwalked toward thehuge
chateau about a half-mile away. The place was
massive, afour-story stone pile, aslate roof with
fairy tail turrets sitting in the middle of several
squaremilesof wooded park. Animpressiveweek-
end homeif thereever wasone. Wewalked around
it twicebut couldn’t find themain entrance. Or any
open entrance, just massiveclosed doorsat theend
of sweeping cobblestoneramps. Andaremarkabl e
lack of tourists. Finally we spotted alone stroller
and asked him how to get in.

“Thisisn't the chateau,” he said, “ These are the
stables. Thechateauisover that hill.” Heshook his
headandsaid, “How doyousay inEnglish?Ah, yes,
horse people.”

Jim Mullenisthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoir of Life After the City” (Simonand
Schuster, 2001). He also contributes regularly to
Entertai nment Weekly, where he can bereached at
jim_mullen@ew.com
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