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commentary

from other pens...

Clinton’s role:

Energize, raise money

When it comes to raising money for Democrats and getting them
excited about voting, no onecan doit like Bill Clinton.

Theformer president isstill adominant presencein the Democratic
Party, advising 2004 presidential hopeful sand 2002 candidatesaround
the country. He helped coax Andrew Cuomo out of the New York
governor’sracetostrengthen Carl McCall’ suphill challengeof Repub-
lican George Pataki. He counsel ed Sen. Robert Torricelli asheconsid-
ered dropping out of the New Jersey Senaterace.

Clinton hastargeted where and how he campaignsto avoid stirring up
Republican voterswho didike him asmuch asDemocratslike him.

“Innoway ishegoingtocampaignin placeswherehewouldbealight-
ningrodfor criticism,” said political anayst Norm Ornstein of theAmeri-
can Enterprise Institute. Still, Ornstein said, “ he makes enough appear-
ances soit’snot like he’sgoneinto the witness protection program.”

Clinton’'sstaff estimateshe’ || havedone 100 campaigneventsby Elec-
tion Day and spent much moretimeofferingadvice, quietly raisngmoney
and recording radio spotsand automated phone messages. Some candi-
datesin GOP-leaning stateswant hishelp in amore private way.

“President Clinton believes strongly in the ideas and values of the
Democratic Party, and has traveled the country to help candidatesin
many ways, from ralliesto raising fundsto talking with voters on the
radio, on the phone or onthe street,” said spokesman Jim Kennedy.

On atrip to Michigan recently, Clinton campaigned for governor
candidate Jennifer Granholm and for congressional candidates, hold-
ing fund-raisersand appearing at arally in downtown Detroit.

“He'sahugedraw, peoplewill attend fund-raisersin order totalk to
himand havetheir picturestakenwiththem, and they will flock to pub-
lic eventsto hear him speak,” said Mark Brewer, Michigan's Demo-
cratic chairman. Pollster Ed Sarpolus said Clinton’strip to Michigan
was handled perfectly because hewasableto rally Democratic voters
and raise money without getting extensive news coverage.

Clinton traveled to Maryland to help Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy
Townsend, whoisinaracefor governorintheDemocratic-leaning state.

“Bill Clintonisthebest thereisat getting out core Democrats,” said
Al From, founder and chi ef executiveof thecentrist Democratic L ead-
ership Council. Clintonwasrecently namedtotheArkansasBlack Hall
of Fame, an honor underscoring his standing with blacks.

“It isanatural thing for either party that has lost the presidency to
continue to focus attention on the former president until we coalesce
around anominee,” said Joe Lockhart, former press secretary in the
Clinton White House.

Theformer president often focuses on the economy in his campaign
appearances, criticizing Republican policies and arguing for a Demo-
craticapproachhesaysservedthecountry well during thebooming 1990s.

“President Clinton’srecord on the U.S. economy for eight yearsis
theliving embodiment of thedifferences between the Democratic and
the Republican stewardship of theeconomy,” said Michael Meehan, a
senior adviser at the Demacratic National Committee.

Clintonseldom criticizesPresident Bushdirectly, thoughheaimshis
criticism at Republican policies. Republicansfrequently have blamed
the Clinton administration for the nation’s current problems.

“Totheextent he’sonnational television, it helpsRepublicans,” said
Steve Schmidt, spokesmanfor theNational Republican Congressional
Committee.

At arecent political rally in Arkansas, Republican Gov. Mike
Huckabee criticized Democrati c opponent Jimmie L ou Fisher for tak-
ing help from Clinton, the state’sformer governor.

“If youliked Bill Clintonfor 12 years, then elect immieL ou Fisher,
because that’s basically what you' re going to have,” Huckabee said.
“She's pretty much listened to him for political strategy, for philoso-
phy, and he'sraised her funds. | think he'shad histurn.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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[ loved living in a foreign country

| don’t know about you, but | oncelivedin a
foreign country.

It was awonderful experience, and I'm glad |
hadit.

| loved England - especially becausethey speak
the samelanguage | do.

WEell, at | east most of thetimewespeak thesame
language. There were timeswhen | wasn’t com-
pletely sure.

However, over dl | got along pretty well.

L ater, whenmy sonsand | went back to England
for avisit, we started making alist of the unusual
wordsand phrases.

I’ ve always been going to look up that list and
writeacolumnonit, but haven't doneityet. But
sometime, | will.

Recently | read anovel by an Englishauthor and
learned some additional expressions.

Maybetheir language changes as often asours
does, but these are some I’ d never heard before.
They may be*theQueen’sEnglish,” andthey may

Why do

My e-mail isfull of junk — offersfor Viagra,
loans, free computers, work-at-home scams, get-
rich-quick schemes and lots and lots of columns
and featuresfor the paper.

How do they find me? | wonder.

Do they think I'm really going to fal for this
stuff?

Somebody must.

They keep sending dozens, hundreds of mes-
sages each week.

It's gotten so the first 10 minutes of the day is
takenupwithtrashingthejunk e-mail, butyouhave
tobecareful. Therearesomel egitimatenewsitems
stuck in therewith thetrash.

Everyone has discovered e-mail as away of
getting pressrel easesout. I’ shandy to sender and
editor alike, but theproblemisthesameonewe' ve
always had with the regular mail.

Most of what gets sent will never get into the
paper, becauseit’s not news here.

There are pages about new products, national
companies, politiciansand more. None of it says
anything about Oberlin.

lorna
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just be modern slang. Either way, | thought they
wereinteresting.

Speaking of smilesthat might betoo perfect, the
author called them “orthodontised smiles.” That
“ortho” word certainly doesn’t please my
computer’s spellcheck! But then it doesn't like
“spellcheck” either!

Snapfastenersonashirt werecalled” poppers.”
WEell, that makes sense, doesn’t it? Girlswerere-
ferredtoas” pre-women.” And| guessthere’slogic
inthat. Now I’ ve heard of the Old West's Hole-
in-the-wall Gang, haven't you? In this book, a
“hole-in-the-wall” wasan ATM machine.

People who were talking by phone more than

oncewere “telephonically reunited.”

I’ve called myself “technically challenged” on
occasion, but stopshort of referringtomysel f asthis
author called one of her characters - &
“technophobe.” There are dayswhen | probably
am that bad though.

Thisnext onel hadtothink about for awhile, and
finally figured out that “mod cons” were really
“modern conveniences.”

An “answerphone”’ was a tel egphone answering
machine, and a*“ breakdown lorry” wasawrecker.
(“Lorry” isEnglishfor atruck.)

Traveling can be broadening, I’ ve heard.

| didn’tenjoy Englishfood enoughtogainweight
onit (exceptfish‘nchips), but | havebroadened my
vocabulary.

| just have to remember that atypical American
probably wouldn’t understandif | triedto usethese
new wordsin everyday conversations.

They’ reinteresting to think about though, aren’t
they?

I get all this junk e-mail?

steve
haynes
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Darned few, anyway.

Wedon't need filler— wehaveenoughtrouble
getting people’'snewsin asit is. Local newsfills
the paper every week, and we usually have some
holdover for the next week.

Wedon't buy outsidecolumnsor runout-of -town
news. We'realocal newspaper, pureand simple.

Then therearethe paliticians.

Politicians think they can “work” newspapers
for freespace. Someoneteachesthemthat, | think.

When acandidate comestotown, of course, we
cover them. That’snews, and el ectionsareimpor-
tant in our society.

But alot of politicians think they can get free
coverage by generating a bunch of phony letters
to the editor. They send them out by the dozen,

signed (or e-signed) by someloyal supporter.

Thesesame politiciansspend al their money on
radio or television ads even though those markets
areincreasingly fragmented, making it almost im-
possibleto reach the majority of votersthat way.

They know newspapersareinfluential with real
voters, but they figurethey can get what they want
for free.

Not inthistown.

Our ruleis simple: we only run political letters
fromour readers, not fromrandom peopleinHutch-
inson or Pittsburg.

If acandidate can get someoneintown towrite,
then they’ Il score. But if the letter isfrom anon-
subscriber, thenthey’ reout of luck. I f areader wants
to comment on acampaign, that’s what the letters
columnisfor.

But nix on campaign spam.

Somestill send theselettersout by “ snail mail,”
but mostly today they’ ree-mailed. Atleast that way,
they’ renotkilling treesjust tofill our wastebasket.

It'salot easier totrashane-mail. You don't have
to get up and walk to the wastebasket.

When speaklng out isn't allowed

In atime of more controlled chaos, linking the
Rev. Jerry Falwell to French author Michel
Houellebecqwouldbeunthinkable. After all, what
could thefounder of theMoral Mgjority possibly
haveincommonwithuh Franchauthair knownfor
novelsof emotional desol ationand sexual explic-
itness? Not much — until lately.

Just as politics makes strange bedfellows, reli-
gion haspairedthisunlikely duo— but not onthe
topicof religion. That would beimpossiblegiven
the cel ebrated Houellebecq rejects monotheism
altogether, and Falwell is a famous Christian
preacher of the Religious Right. And while both
men share an unfavorable view of Islam
(Houellebecqisnofanof Christianity or Judaism,
either), that alonedoesn’t team them up. What re-
ally unitestheman of God withthe man of | etters,
whether they know it or not, is the international
furor they have kicked up simply by expressing
themselves. Invoicing bluntly critical opinionsof
Islam, they haveinadvertently reveal ed theshock-
ing extent towhich our freedom of speech hasbeen
curtailed, and the still more shocking extent that
Western society iswilling to accommodateitsel f
to the new limitations.

InHouellebecq'scase, spoken candor andanew
novel thatincludesMuslim-terrorist charactershas
landed himinaParisian courtroomwherehenow
standstrial for having called Islam aname: “the
stupidest religion.” While this schoolyard-level
chargeisamost laughable, the caseisno joke: If
found guilty, he could spend ayear in prison and
pay a heavy fine. Why? Dalil Boubakeur of the
Parismosgue, oneof four plaintiffs, putitthisway
totheL ondon Telegraph: “ Wordshaveaprice. One
cankill withaword. Freedom of expression stops
at the point at whichit doesdamageand theMus-
[im community feelsinsulted.”

In Boubakeur’sworldview, “ community” feel-
ings trump personal opinion every time; in the
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event thiscaseisn't dismissed, thefutureof public
discourseisnonetoo good. What we have herein
Parisisalittlewaveof sharialaw lapping at West-
ernjustice. Inthecaseagainst Houellebecq, there’'s
no comprehension of what free speech means(in-
sultsincluded), nor any understanding of it being
akeystoneof civilization. Instead, thereisonly the
drive to censor. Meanwhile, I'm curious: Where
exactly isit that can one“kill withaword?’ Iran?
(Moreonthat below.)

Maybe no one ever thought French schools
wouldgomulti-culti tothepoint of eliminatingold
Voltaire and his quotable chestnut — the one that
says, “| disapprove of what you say, but | will de-
fendtothedeathyourrighttosay it” —butitlooks
asthey haveconsignedthisall-important lessonto
the dead (white and male) file. But it's not just
Muslims who have missed out. According to the
Telegraph, “Mr. Houellebecqg haswon thebacking
only of diehard free speech activistsand ahandful
of fellow writers.” Two questions: What are the
members of the French intelligentsia afraid of ?
What aren’t they afraid of ?

Thenthere' sFalwell. Earlierthismonth, thegood
reverend had the audacity to speak hismind about
Mohammed, the Islamic prophet. “1 think
Mohammed wasaterrorist,” hetold CBS.*| read
enough by both Muslims and non-Muslims [to
decide] hewasaviolent man, aman of war.” With
these comments, Falwell may have bypassed a
courttrial, butfor exercisinghisright of freespeech
he now finds himself sentenced to death — to

death! — by an Iranian cleric described in news
accountsasapersonal representative of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. (Also
slapped with death sentencesfor criticizing Islam
arethe Revs. Donald Graham and Pat Robertson.)

Now, let’sbe serious: Given their many official,
if futile, attemptsto cobbletogether aworking defi-
nitionof terrorismthat excludesexpl osive-strapped
humansbent on sel f-detonatingincrowdsof people,
Hezbollah-supporting-Iraniansand other | slamics
are hardly the people to resolve whether
Mohammedwasaterrorist. Tobesure, history tells
us Mohammed, at the very least, terrorized hisri-
valsand opponents, many of whom werekilled at
hisbehest. But that’ sneither herenor there. Surely,
Falwell’s contention is debatable — and without
chopping off his head. And surely Falwell’sright
to express himself is one well worth defending,
particularly when weighed against censorship and
threats of murder.

You'd never know it. Asin Houellebecq's case,
Falwell hashadtostandvirtually alone, evenapol o-
gize, havingbeen castigated, repudiated and blamed
for everything from the resurgence of Islamistsin
the Pakistani el ections, to Muslim-Hindu violence
inIndia. But how much easier itisfor thetruly en-
lightened amongusto dumpon Falwell, amanwho
threatensno one, thanto stand up against arepres-
sivemovement that threatensusall.

Diana West is a columnist for The Washington
Times. She can be contacted via dianaww@att-
global .net.
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