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Chiefs need toincludewide receiverin offense

By Steve Brisendine
AP Sports Writer

KANSASCITY,Mo.—Asgoodas
the Kansas City Chiefs’ offense has
been over the first half of the season,
coachDick Vermell till isn’t satisfied.

Specifically, Vermeil said Monday,
the Chief sneed moreproductionfrom
their widereceivers.

“The one way we can grow offen-
sively isto get theball inthewidere-
ceivers hands more efficiently,”
Vermeil said.

TheChiefshavetheNFL'smost pro-
lific scoring offense (32.4 points per
game) and theleague’stop rusher and
touchdown scorer in Priest Holmes

(857 yards, 15 TDs). What they don’t
haveisawidereceiver anywherenear
the top of thelist in either yardage or
catches.

“Regardlessof what thereasonsare
for that, we know as coaches that we
haveto do abetter job of getting them
the ball,” said Vermeil, who gave his
team the day off on Monday.

Holmesleadsthe Chiefsinboth cat-
egorieswith 51 catchesfor 440 yards,
and All-Pro tight end Tony Gonzalez
— despitedrawingdoublecoverageall
year — has 429 yards on 33 catches.

Holmes, infact, has13morecatches
than starting wide receivers Eddie
K ennison and Johnnie M orton put to-

gether. Kennison has 22 catches for
383yardsand Mortonhas202yardson
16 receptions.

“Alotof Priest Holmes' catchesare
not passes called to Priest Holmes,”
Vermeil said. “ They’ repassescalledto
wide receivers, and he gets the
checkdowns.”

InSunday’s20-10winover theOak-
land Raiders, running backs or tight
ends caught 14 of Trent Green’s 18
completions. Mortonhad nocatchesat
all, dropping one ball and seeing an-
other swatted away in theend zone.

“There isnot awide receiver in the
National Football L eaguethat doesnot
get down not catching the ball. That's

what they do. That’s the contribution
they make,” Vermeil said.“Butthey also
know that therearealot of thingscalled
wherethey could end up withtheball.”

KansasCity (4-4) hasan extraweek
todeal withtheissue; the Chiefsarein
their bye week and next travel to San
Francisco on Oct. 17.

The Chiefs, whose 20-point output
against Oakland wastheir lowest this
year, could easily have surpassed the
30-point mark for thefifthtimeineight
gamesthis season.

A crackback block penalty called
against wide receiver Marc Boerigter
wiped out atouchdown run by Holmes
and forced Kansas City to settle for a

field goal, and Green threw two inter-
ceptionsinsidetheRaiders' 20-yardline.

“That’s very frustrating,” Green
said. “Evenif we had settled for field
goalsin the situations where we had
interceptions, there were alot more
opportunitiesto score.”

Vermeil didn’tfault Boerigter forthe
crackback penalty, saying the block
was legal and the official “just saw it
wrong.”

Vermeil also wasn't quick to criti-
cizelinebacker Glenn Cadrez, whose
unnecessary roughness penalty for a
late tackle out of bounds led to the
Raiders’ only touchdown.

“That wasjust acaseof aguy trying

toohardtomakeaplay,” Vermeil said.

Also on Monday, the Chiefs cut
kickoff specialist Michael Husted and
signed free agent linebacker Quinton
Caver to a 1-year contract. Caver, &
second-round pick by Philadel phiain
2001, played in 19 games for the
Eaglesbefore being cut last week.

Infivegamesthisseason, hehad one
tackle on defense and two on special
teams.

“Welikedhiminthedraft,” Vermeil
said. “| had himrated asathird-round
pick, and | think our coaches had him
rated asathird-round pick.”

Husted, signed Oct. 12, appearedin
three gamesfor the Chiefs.

Broncos have no plans for another kicking derby

DENVER (AP) — Although Jason
Elam hit short kickoffsfor the second
straight game on Sunday, Denver
BroncoscoachMike Shanahansaidhe
wasn't likely to bring in any kickoff
specialists for tryouts as he did last
week.

Oneday after histeam’s 24-16 vic-
tory over New England, Shanahanhad
few complaints.

Histeam, 6-2 asit headsinto abye
week, dominated statistically and de-
fied the odds by winning for the sec-
ond straight week whenitlost theturn-
over battle— both times on the road.

“When you give up only 170 yards
(actually 179) intotal offense, it'snot

surprising,” he said Monday. “When
you lose the turnover battle, usually
youdon'twin. Butwhenyou candomi-
nateononesideof theball or bothsides
of the ball, then you have a chanceto
do something.”

The Broncoshad no injuries of sig-
nificance from Sunday’s game.

Although special teams had some
breakdowns, Shanahandidn’tinclude
Elam’skickoffsamong them.

“1 wasn't disappointed in the kick-
offs,” he said. “I wouldn’t say Jason
had hisbest day. He averaged kicking
the ball to the 10- or 11-yard line, but
that'swhat he'sheen averaging onthe
road for the last three years. So that's

not unusual.”

The usually reliable Elam kicked a
19-yardfield goal but missed from 48
and 39 yardsin the second half.

“Alot of peopledon’t pay attention
to where people kick off unless they
miss a couple field goals,” Shanahan
said. “Then all of asudden all of the
attention goesto the kickoffs.

“* Jasonhasdonealot of good things
for us. Right now, you’ d probably call
himinalittlebit of aslump. But1’ll be
surprisedif hedoesn’t comeout of it.”

The Broncos brought in eight kick-
erslast week with the idea of signing
one of them to handle kickoffs while
Elamretained hisfield-goal and extra-

point duties. When Elam had a solid
week of kicking kickoffsin practice,
the team el ected to stand pat.

Asked if he might revisit the issue
thisweek, Shanahan said, “No, not re-
aly.”

Punter Tom Rouen and the punt-cov-
erage team were another matter.

“Qur punter had atough day,” the
coach said. “He kicked one about 16,
17 yards on the fly, and the other one
was a little more of aline drive. It
wasn’t just him. Our snap was alittle
low and he had to hurry it up.

“With alow line drive comes poor
coverage. They get a big return (40
yards) that could have gone the dis-

tance. Tommadeagoodtackle. Heput
his body in there and found away to
break it up.

“We'd like to become moreconsis-
tentinthespecial teamsarea, andwe're
going to keep working onit.”

Withabyeweek, theBroncosareon
an abbreviated schedule.

Playerswere off Monday and Tues-
day. Morning practiceswerescheduled
for Wednesday and Thursday, withthe
playersthengetting therest of theweek
off.

Denver doesn’'t play again until
Monday night, Nov. 11, at home
against the Oakland Raiders.

“Wewon't spend any timeasateam

LouPiniellaintroduced as manager for Tampa Bay Devil Rays

By The Associated Press
ST.PETERSBURG, Fla.—ForLou
Piniella, the opportunity to work near
where he grew up wasjust part of the
appeal of becomingthemanager of the
struggling TampaBay Devil Rays.
Piniellawas introduced after final-
izing afour-year, $13 million contract
that makes him the second-highest
paid manager inthemajorsbehind Joe
Torre of the New York Yankees, who
earns about $5 million per year.
OAKLAND, Calif.—TheOakland
Athleticsdidn’tlook far toreplaceArt
Howe—just oneseat downthebench.

KenMachawill beintroduced asthe
A’snew manager on Tuesday, hisagent
said.

MachawasHowe' sbench coachfor
thepast four seasonsasOakland made
threestraight tripsto theplayoffs. The
loguacious former big league catcher
and infielder was a top candidate for
several managerial vacanciesthisfall.

CLEVELAND — Eric Wedge will
fitrightinwiththeyouthful Cleveland
Indians. He' sasyoung asmost of them.

TheIndianswill makethe 34-year-
oldWedgetheyoungest manager inthe
majors, ateam source told The Asso-

ciated Press.

Wedge, who managed Cleveland’s
Triple-A team in Buffal o the past two
seasons, will beintroduced at a news
conference Tuesday at Jacobs Field.

SEATTLE — The Seattle Mariners
obtained All-Star outfielder Randy
Winn from Tampa Bay as compensa-
tionforlettingmanager LouPiniellago
tothe Devil Rays.

Seattle also agreed to send minor-
|league infielder Antonio Perez to the
Devil Rays.

NEWY ORK —TheNew York Mets
officiallyintroducedArt Howeastheir

new manager, confirming the worst-
kept secret in baseball.

Howeagreedtoafour-year contract
worth$9.4 million after beingrel eased
from the last year of hisdeal with the
Oakland Athletics.

ANAHEIM, Cdif.—TomGlavine,
Jim Thome and Ivan Rodriguez were
among 70 players who filed for free
agency asbaseball’ soff season began.

Frank Thomasof the ChicagoWhite
Sox, whoisunder contract, al so opted
toexplorethemarket, hisright because
the team exercised a provision in his
deal that would defer most of hissal-

ary without interest.

Meanwhile, AtlantaBraves catcher
Javy Lopez decided against free
agency, deciding to exercise his $7
million option for 2003.

NEWY ORK — Commissioner Bud
Seligwill consider new rulesregarding
who isallowed in the dugout after the
childs' play by the San Francisco Gi-
ants' bat boysduring theWorld Series.

DarrenBaker, the31/2-year-oldson
of Giants manager Dusty Baker, was
nearly hurt athomeplateinGame5|last
Thursday whenheranouttoretrievea
bat whiletheball wastill in play.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

this week looking at the Raiders, but
wewill asacoaching staff,” Shanahan
said.“OnWednesday and Thursday we
will review different things that we
have done poorly over the first eight
games.

“Itwon’tbealot. Itwill beprobably
about 24 or 25 plays aday on offense
and defense, working onthethingswe
can improve on and working on the
thingsthat have caused us some prob-
lemsover thefirst eight games.

‘ As a coaching staff, we'll have
gameplanfor the Raiderssowhenthe
playerscomeinherenext week weare
ready to go.”

; MOVIES
& Goodland Daly News
SUBSCRIBER
Robert Smith

You receive two free passes to see

Sweet Home
Alambama PG13

1203 Main — Phone 899-6103
Present Ticket at Box Office

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

(7th Steet

New Hour
Mon., Wed., Fri.:
1 p.m.to 7:30 p.m.

walk-ins
Tues. & Thurs. s
8am.-5p.m. &%
Sat. 8 am. - Noon
Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544
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FLANDERS GUTTERING

“ A Better Way To Go”
Specializing in:

5" seamless Seel Gutter
Soffit & Fascia Sding « Roofing
Small Construction
Mark & Jamie Flanders
(785) 899-7456
(785)462-0633 Cell

p& D B'lﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc. °
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs.

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628
785-694-2687

YOUR

ad could be herel!
Call Bill or Eric at

899-2338
TGhe(:)odland Daily News

New System Professional
Window Cleaning

Colby, Kansas
Dear Chris and Beth,

My windows look great! Thank you for doing
the extra on those south windows! | appreciate
the effort you put into doing a great job! | will
recommend you to my friends!

Sincerely, Kim Davis, Burlington, CO

(785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735

BOLAND Insurance Agency Inc.

since 1957

Hazel Estes - Agent

337 15th, Burlington, CO.

Business: (719)346-8844
Home: (785)399-2282

Long Term Care, Life, Annuities & More

Licensed in Kansas and Colorado

80807

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060  Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th » Goodland, KS

2

REALTOR”

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

o kseror> [ 8((0-886-2493| <

CLEAR CHOICE. LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

34

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

660 W. WALNUT « COLBY, KS 67701 ¢ FAX: 785-462-2782

ready for the holidays?

X

* Tri Star Homes
Tri Star Home Improvement Services

Do you need something done around your home to get
Additions: Painting, Siding, Basement Finiehee*
Give us a call at 765-899-6725 or 765-8621-2605

Ralph Brighton

Licensed, Bonded & Insured contractor

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR -

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

® Www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS

785-899-7030  Office

ZIMMERMAN
PLUMBING

]

L}
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FARM

LICENSED - INSURED - BONDED

EXPERT TREE SERVICE

Tree Care

Evergreens

Fruit Trees Shanin
Deciduous ngm%lg
Coniferous Feeding
Balling Shelterbelts
Pruning Removal
Tree Clean Outs Pine Tree Care
Tree Removals
Expert Field Tree Surgeon

Nurseryman ¢ Landscaping

Yard Artist

785-462-8091
Gem, KS

Goodland Daily News

1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

Check our On-Line Ste
at nwkansas.com

AreYou Tired of High
Phone Bills?

Local Phone service w/FREE unlimited Long-Distance!
$39.95 Includes:

* Call Waiting
* Caler ID
» Call Blocking

« Call Return
» Three-way calling

Keep your same phone #

Call 1-877-826-4335

*must have good credit*




