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commentary

from other pens...

A Bible lesson worthy
of mention for today

It snot fashionableinthe secul ar presstowriteabout God, but the
gospel lessonthisweekisworthy of mentionbecauseit definesChris-
tianity, the religion most Americans profess.

M ost churchgoersprobably heard thetext thisweek, sincethebulk
of our denominationswork off of acommon | ectionary setting out a
three-year cycle of Biblereadings.

It'sJesus’ answer to the Phariseewhen, tryingtotrap therabbi, he
asked, “ Teacher, which isthe greatest commandment?’

It may havebeen atrick question, but Jesusdid not hesitateto an-
swer:

“Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul and with all thy mind. Thisisthefirst and great command-
ment. Andthesecondislikeuntoit: Thou shalt lovethy neighbor as
thyself. Onthesetwo commandmentshangall theL aw andtheproph-
ets.”

It'sso simpleit should betransparent. But it’snot.

Aswould-be believers, most of us, just don't get it.

We havetroubleloving ourselves, let alone God. We surefind it
harder tolove our neighbors.

Wejudgethem. We can’t taketimeto know them. Sometimeswe
hate them.

Whenweseesin, werushto condemnthem. Wedon't stoptohelp
thosein need.

Whenwe hate abortion, someonetakesit upon himself to hatethe
abortionist. Or thefrightened youngwomenin hisoffice. Or to shoot
the doctor.

Whenwe see money to bemade, wejump onthepile. It' sonly af-
ter someone catches wind of the funny accounting or the substan-
dard sal espracti cesthat wecheck our ethicsor worry about our neigh-
bor.

What Jesushad to say wasn't very complicated. Assupposedly in-
telligent creatures, we should be able to grasp it. But most of us
struggle not just with theidea, but with thedesiretoliveit.

We' re human, after all. Wemay be made (if you can believethat)
in God'simage, but the mold wasflawed.

While we're claiming to love God, we' re having alot of trouble
loving our brothers. And according to the Boss, we' re supposed to
do both.

There' sno doubt, though, that the world would be a better place,
and wewould be better people, if wetried to understand what Jesus
was saying.

It salessonthat haslost littlein 20 centuriesof trand ation. —Seve
Haynes
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I’'mfine, thank you.

Yes, alittle stiff perhaps, but that could just be
the damp weather.

Or, it could bethat I'm 54 yearsold and just got
tackled by abunch of football players.

| didn't mean to become part of the game last
Friday. My jobistostand onthesidelinesandtake
pictures, and that iswhat | wastrying to do.

Theeveningdidn’t start out well. | wastired by
6 p.m. and not very ready to go to the game.

But, the kids work hard and | really do enjoy
watchingthemplay. Besides| hadn’t checkedwith
my backup, Brad Larson, to seeif he could cover
thegame.

| arrived alittleearly to get ahot dog and some-
one had forgotten to turn the cooker up to sizzle.
Thedogswerecoldandittook awhiletoget them
edible. | waited through the National Anthem as
thesnack shack crew triedtomakethingsgofaster
by sheer will power.

Finally, dogin hand, | headed for thefield.

It was Senior Night.

| wasstill trying to finish thewiener and it was
timetotakepictures. | stuffed half ahot doginmy
mouth and started shooting thefootbal | boyshug-
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® Open season

ging their mothers and shaking hands with their
fathers.

It had been raining or snowing for a couple of
days, and the grass was soaked. Soon my shoes
weresoaked as| walked upand downthesidelines
tryingto get picturesof theplays.

| took aquick peek at thetop of thecamerato see
how many shots | had left before | had to change
film. Instead of anumber between oneand 20, the
littlebox said E. Easinerror. Easinthere’snofilm
inthiscamera. Easinl’ mgonna havewordswith
staff on Monday morning.

Thefirstlaw of camerasat the newspaper isyou
never leave them empty.

Heads wouldn’t exactly roll on Monday morn-
ing, but several peoplewould begettingthewrong
side of my temper.

I’'m really all right
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However, | had a spareroll in my pocket. As|
changedfilm, theplay movedright by me. Another
great shot missed because someone didn’t take an
extraminute and refill the camera. Dang!

Then Brad appeared. He had stopped to change
into his team colors. He' d be happy to shoot the
second half so | could go home and fix supper for
my husband and put on dry shoes.

We chatted and watched the gamefromtheside-
linesasl| tried to get afew more shots.

Then | saw arunner. It was going to be apass. |
just knew it. | had my cameraon him asheran to
theleft of medownthefield.

Then someinstinct made meturn my back tothe
fieldand start stepping sideways. Just at that i nstant
| washit along withthereal ball carrier.

| went down. Hewent down. Fiveor six defend-
ersand tacklerswent down.

Therewere guysin black to theleft of me, guys
inredtotheright of me, green grassunder my nose
and Brad'sfeet in front of me. But, | had kept the
camerafrom falling to the ground.

Brad grinned as he gave me ahand up.

“Didyou get the picture?’ | asked.

“No, but we madethefirst down,” hesaid.

It's got peel appeal

Our neighbor Abby haslived on her husband’s
farm for 30 years. Shelived on her father’sfarm
for 22 years before that. She can drive, but she
doesn't like to drive on the freeway, so she came
withuswhenwewentintothecity toshopfor some
furniture at the Humongous Colossal Furniture
Barn. Shelikes us well enough, but she'sreally
coming because there's a seafood restaurant she
likesthat we'll stop at after shopping.

Half of theHumongousColossal FurnitureBarn
featuredtheir Country Furniturecollection: hordes
of tables made of weathered pine covered with
peeling and cracking white paint, chairs that had
faded, butt-worn stencils on them, pre-sun-faded
carpets with brand-new bare patches, old-timey
pedestal sinksand claw-foottubs, tinroofsandpie
safes specially made to double astelevision cup-
boards.

Abby was not happy. “What do they think?
Country peoplecan’t afford paint? That wedon't
like whirlpool tubs? That we still wait for six-
month-old magazines on the noon stage? Why
don’t they just call it the Hillbilly Collection?
That’swhat they mean. My houseisso cleanafly
couldslipandbreak it’shack and they makeitlook
like country peoplelive like the Clampetts. | got
newsfor thesepeople, | didn’ttakeinterior design

Jjim
mullen

e the village idiot

tipsfrom the Waltons.”

Sheisright. If it weren’t for city people, the
Country Furniture collection would pretty much
sitright whereitis. There'sno pent updemandfor

be beforethe citieshave more country furniturein
them than the country.

Abby wasin abetter mood after acorn chowder
andaplatter of friedclams.“l amafarmer,” shesaid,
“Butl’mnotAmish. |’ vegotanelectricrange. |’ ve
got areal refrigerator. I’ vegot aCuisinart. I’ ve got
acell phone. You can see your face in my dining-
roomtable, and if the President and the First L ady
ever cometodinner, | might finally get achanceto
usethe Spode chinal got asawedding present.

“What | don’t understandiswhy rich peopl ethink
it'sso much fun to be poor? Like | can vegetabl es

itinthe country. We got plenty of it already. Just  becauseit’sjust somuchdarnfun. Likel makequilts
notinour houses. My hayloftisfull of out-of-date, because I’ ve seen all the latest movies and have
unfashionablefurniturewenolonger use. Full of  nothing better to do. | supposeif | took inlaundry,
stuff I bought at fleamarketsand garagesalesand  they’ d start doing that on the HGTV channel, too.
then suffered, asthey say at the auction houses, Then, maybe not. I’ ve been driving a 10-year-old
buyer’sregret. car for 10 yearsand that hasn’t caught on yet. Just
There’saguy inourtownwhomakesaverygood  thefurniture. I’ll tell you onething, if | had money
living buyingtablesand cupboardsfor $5and$10 | wouldn’t be buying junk furniture with peeling
at country auctions. He paintsthem glossy white paint onit. | want stuff that shines.”
and sells them to weekenders from the city for ~ Jim Mullen is the author of “ It Takes A Village
hundredsof dollars. They putthemintheir“coun-  |diot: AMemoir of Life After theCity” (Smonanc
try” bathroomsintheir suburban McMansions. It - Schuster, 2001). He also contributes regularly to
must be hard trying to make an 800-square-foot  Entertainment Weekly, where he can bereached at
bathroom look like an outhouse, but they'resure  jim_mullen@ew.com
trying. Atthisrate, weall wonder how longitwill
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You KNOW WHAT T HATE?
WHEN ANDY ROONEY COMES
QN AND T CAN'T FIND
dikh.  THE REMOTE CONTROL
e
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“ACTUALLY, THE ONLY REASON T WANT
To BE A CONGRESSMAN |S BECAUSE T
WANT To GET IN ON THe FABULOUS

PENSIoN PEAL CONGRESSMEN GET.'




