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4-H helped shape one member’s life and family

HALL, from Page 1

pigs and grows entries for the flower
and garden classes.

The organization hasin some ways
becomethefoundation of April’smar-
riageand family life. She said shemet
Doug through 4-H.

The summer after she graduated
from high school in Goodland, April
sai d, shewon Grand Championinbeef
showmanshipand qualifiedfor theTri-
State Royal, a post-fair contest in
Goodland for 4-H champions across
the Tri-State area.

April said Doug, who grew up in
Kanorado, asked if he could help her
prepare her steer for the contest. She
said shedidn’tknow himwell, but till
accepted hisoffer.

April said shethinks Doug had two
motives. First, he wanted to date her
and second, he genuinely wanted to
hel p because he loves working with
animals. She said Doug, who isfive
years older than her, hadn’t been in-
volved in4-H for afew yearsand was
looking for a reason to participate
again.

They grew close, she said, because
of their shared love of animals.

“Wejust have atrue, deep love for
animals,” April said. “It's something
youdon't seeinkidstoday. They don’t
have that |’ ve-got-to-be-out-there-
with-them-day-and-night attitude.”

Thecouple'slovefor animalsgrew
intolovefor each other, and after April
attended the Colorado Institute of Art
in Denver for afew months, she re-
turned to marry Doug.

The couple currently lives in
Ruleton and Doug farms south of

Former 4-

FRANKLIN, from Page 1

enough. Franklin said 4-H members
learn alot from doing projects and
learn about competition.

Shelearned about winningandlos-
ing from 4-H rather than from sports,
Franklinsaid, sincetherewerenogirls
sportswhen shewasin school.

“It's one of the life-long lessons,”
Franklinsaid, “winning and losing—
you live either way.”

It's sometimes more important and
more difficult to learn to win gra-
ciously than to lose graciously, she
said.

Franklinsaid her mother wasacook-
ing leader for alongtime, and shewas
acookingleader when her kidswerein
4-H. She said she made her kids take
cookingbecauseitissomething every-
one can learn from.

“Sarah (her daughter) had a room-
mate who asked for arecipeto brown
hamburger,” Franklinsaid. “I1t’' samaz-
ing how many people have no knowl-
edge about cooking.”

Memberslearn to say “thank you,”
shesaid, and to writethank you notes.
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April Hall with her son Michael and husband Doug.
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Kanorado.

April said she'shappy where sheis
because she’ sgot too much country in
her tofitinthecity.

“I’vebasically beenafarmgirl all of
my life,” she said. “I always would
have rather been out hel ping my dad,
grand-dad and brother with the farm-
ing. | hated working inside.”

April said she and Doug have been
actively involved in 4-H since they
weremarriedin February 1977.

Doug will bend over backwardsto
help any 4-H member, she said, or in
fact anyone who workswith animals.
April saidthey used totravel to L eoti,
whereDoug' sbrother wasavocational

agriculture teacher, to show the stu-
dentsintheFutureFarmersof America
club how to properly groom cattle be-
forethefair.

“1 don’tknow whichhelikesbetter,”
April said, “working withtheanimals
or helping the kidswork with the ani-
mals.”

She said working on 4-H projects
keepstheir family close.

April said shesavesup her vacation
days each year until fair week in Au-
gust.

Some people say she's crazy to
spend her vacationat thefair, but April
says she can't think of abetter way to
spend free-time.

“Wherewouldyougothat youcould
betogether that much?’ she asked.

Shedoesadmit fair week can beex-
hausting.

“You'reupat4a.m.towashtheani-
mal sand feed thembeforeashow,” she
said, “and you don't get to bed before
11:30.”

April said4-H isreally afamily ac-
tivity becauseit takesan entirefamily
to get projectsready for thefair. Like
most 4-Hers, Michael just doesn’thave
enoughtimeto properly carefor al of
hisanimals, soApril said shehel psfeed
and walk the critters.

“It takes a full family to pull off
showingatthefair,” shesaid.“ Thekids
can'tbethere24 hours, it takesparents
to help feed animals. Most kids can’t
handle a steer by themselves, it takes
adult supervision.”

April said4-H helpsparentspasson
lifeskillstotheir children. Shesaid 4-
H members learn responsibility and
accountability becauseif aprojectfails
it'stheir fault. They also learn social
skills and how to speak publicly, she
said.

Because she had to present projects
to crowdsand remain cool under pres-
sure during her 4-H days, April said
public speaking doesn’t bother her at
all

“I"m not a bit afraid of talking in
front of people,” April said.“1 cantalk
infront of 5,000 people.”

Although Doug and April have
never been 4-H club leaders, they do
asmuch asthey canto helptheorgani-
zation.

“We're both kind of don’t-put-me-
in-charge-but-1'11-do-the-work
people,” shesaid.

Her says program teaches a lot

Shesaidthey alsolearngoodwork eth-
ics, how tobecommunity leaders, how
to keep records and responsibility.
“1f you say you' regoingtodo some-
thing,” shesaid, “youdoit.”
Thereareal soopportunitiestolearn
about public speaking, she said. For a
lot of kids, answering roll call istheir
first experiencewith public speaking.
Franklin told a story of agirl who
would cry when her name was called
duringroll call becauseshewasafraid
to speak up in the group.
Thefirsttimesheansweredroll call,
Franklin said, the whole club was be-
hind her.
“They dl said, ' YES!!!"" shesaid.
It was a good example of the team
spiritand camaraderiein4-H, shesaid.
Franklin said she believesin the 4-
H motto, “ Tomakethebest better” and

thinksit’simportant tolaugh and have
agoodtime.

Franklin said she remembers the
adults who worked with 4-H and the
effort they expended.

“1 want to thank those who made 4-
H suchagoodthing for me,” shesaid.
“1 hope they keep doing it for all the
kids.

“1 wouldliketo think | have had an
impact on ones|’ ve helped”

Franklin's warmth and enthusiasm
carry overinto her family life. Shehas
alargeplague abovethe French doors
in the kitchen that says, “Live well,
laugh often, lovemuch.” Shesaid that
isher family motto.

As much as she loves her family,
Franklin said she doesn’t suffer from
empty-nest syndrome.

“I don’t understand people who

think their kids should stay here,”
Franklin said. “ There are two things
you cangiveyour kids—roots, sothey
aways have aplace, and wingsto fly
Her children are Kyle, a“ manufac-
turing integrator” for Lockheed Mar-
tinAeronauticsin Fort Worth,; Sarah,
aquality control chemist in the bake
laboratory at Cargill in Minneapalis,
Minn.; and Tim, asophomore at Kan-
sas State University.

Franklinwasin4-Hfor 11years,and
her childrenwereintheclubfor atleast
10each. Her parentsare Fredaand the
late Harlan House.

Franklin said she graduated from
high school in 1966, and then went to
Kansas State University. She worked
in Kansas City, Denver and Houston
before sheand Gerald married.

He worked in the school system in
Salina and Hutchinson, she said, and
when their two older children were
young, they movedtoher parents farm
southeast of Goodland.

“My dad offered the opportunity to
farm,” she said. “We decided to try it
forthreeyears. That was21yearsago.”
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Michael Hall with his Grand Champion lamb lastyear and Tammy Weeter,

the sheep project leader.

She said Doug was on the Sherman
County Fair Boardfor about nineyears
and shewasamember of theextension
council executive board for athree-
year term.

April saidfor her 4-H meansfamily

time. It's hard work sometimes, she
said, but it'sall worthitintheend.

“It's seeing Michael’s accomplish-
ments,” she said, “and other kids' ac-
complishments. Watching the kids
glow at thefair.”

Linda Franklin with a steer in her 4-H days.
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society.

Get involved in your community by
supporting young people and making sure
their voices are heard.

. 2702 Rd 64
Goodland, Ks 67735
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Sherman County Extension Office
Is Proud to Sponsor 4-H!!

813 Broadway
Goodland, KS
899-4880

% % $4-H Pledge % % %

| pledge my head to clearer thinking, My heart to greater
loyalty, My hands to larger service. And my health to
better living...for my club, my county and my world.
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Life, Auto,
Business, Home Insurance
Roxann Kling
Susan Doke

117 E. 9th ~ P.O. Box 833
Goodland, KS 67735
785.899.5011 ~ Fax 785.899.5201

CENTURY FEEDERS WOULD
LIKE TO CONGRATULATE

% 4-H ON THEIR %
100 TH ANNIVERSARY!
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CJ JA 6845 Rd. 17
M Goodland, KS 67735
899-6515

FEEDERS

DORMAN
BROTHERS L.L.C.

100 Years of

Great Work. Good
For You 4-Hers!

Look for us at our new location in
Goodland at 6425 Rd 21 or
Phone us at 785-899-5900.

KLOE 730.-

Full Service Radio

KWGB
102.5emKKCI  E1 K]

Would Like to
Congratulate
ALL 4-H’ers on
their 100th
Anniversary
This Month.




