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Saints and sinners: Girls, try a little responsiveness

A denominational magazine asked its read-
erstorank, fromalist of 10 characteristics, the
traits they consider the most important in
women.

The “Most Valuable” list includes intelli-
gence, religious faith, morality, beauty and
physical appearance, loveand someothers. But
it doesn’t include one of the most important:
responsiveness.

It probably never would haveoccurredtome
to put responsivenessonaMost Valuablelistif
| hadn’treadanovel yearsagoinwhichtwoU.S.
soldiersin Germany during World War 11 were
reminiscing about home.

The two soldiers had grown up in the same
community and had married hometown girls:

“1 alwayswondered what you saw in Lisa,”
said one soldier. “ She'sagood kid and every-
thing, but sheisn’tthemost attractivegirl inthe
world.”

“No,” agreed Lisa'shushand, “but sheisre-
sponsive.”

| have cometothink sincethen that the pret-
tiest, richest, most intelligent girl intheworld
isnothing if sheisn’'t responsive. And if sheis
responsive, shedoesn’t haveto betheprettiest,
richest or most intelligent.

Do her eyes and face light up when you are
talking and when you walk in the door in the
evening?Isthereanimation and interestin her
voicewhen shetalkstoyou?lssheresponsive
physicaly?
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If you haveanswered yestothosequestions,
you are probably happily married.

A man once remarked that successful men
oftenhave"homely” wives. Hewondered why.

“I’ll tell you why,” said one executive who
wasmarriedtoavery attractivewifeandregret-
ted it. “A homely girl isn’t always thinking of
herself,” he said. “ Consequently, she hastime

tolistentoamantell hisdreams, andtimetohelp
him achievethose dreams.”

Women will find that comment insufferably
sexist. Besidesthat, however, itisn’t necessar-
ilytrue. Notal homely girlsareresponsive, and
awoman can still be pretty and responsive.
Neverthel ess, therecoul d besomethingtowhat
the disgruntled hushand said.

Tendernessisanother quality thatisvital toa
relationship. Someonehasexpresseditthisway:
“If there istenderness, nothing else matters. If
thereisno tenderness, nothing else matters.”

The men replying to the aforementioned
magazinesurvey (themagazine sreadershipis
predominately evangelical) saidthemost desir-
able characteristics in awoman are religious

faith, loveand morality.

At the bottom of the list were intelligence,
physical appearance and money.

Religious faith, love and morality are very
goodqualities. Butif youarethinking of ahappy
marriage, make sure sheisresponsive, too.

Asfor the qualities women most admire ir
men, we' |l haveto leavethat for another day.

It seemstome, however, that whenyou ask
woman what qualities she would like the man
shemarriestohave, invariably, theanswer will
come back, “Hemust have asense of humor.”

Your homework, ladies, isto comeupwithe
definition of what a sense of humor isand an-
swer the question, “Did Jesus have a sense of
humor?’

New Archbishop of Canterbury caught up in homesexuality controversay

By Robert Barr
Associated Press Writer

LONDON — Hehasnot even been
enthroned as leader of the Church of
Englandyet, but thenext archbishop of
Canterbury already iscaught in acon-
flict — between what he believes and
what theAnglican Communionteaches
on homosexuality.

On Feb. 27, Rowan Williams as-
sumes his post as the new spiritual
leader of theworld’s70 millionAngli-
cans. He'll be taking over for Arch-
bishop George Carey, who retired last
week.

Conservative evangelicals haven't
waited for William’s official installa-
tiontogoafter himontheissueof sexu-
ality. They have demanded he affirm
traditional churchteaching, whichfor-
bids sex outside of marriage, and that
hepromisenot to ordainthosewhofail
to conform.

Williams, now the Anglican arch-
bishop of Wales, hasordainedamanhe

knew wasinahomosexual partnership.

“l canand | do state what isthe ma-
jority teaching of the church, as| am
boundtodo. But | can’t gobeyondthis
and say that | believewhat | do not be-
lieve,” Williamssaid in aletter to Re-
form, aconservativeevangelical group
which pressed himto give up the Can-
terbury post.

That doesn'’t satisfy theRev. William
Taylor, rector of St. Helen's,
Bishopsgate, alively evangelical par-
ishin central London.

“Itisimpossible for aperson to be-
lieveonething personally andtoact out
another asan officer of thechurch, ex-
ercising disciplineagainst peoplewho
believe the same thing as you and
whom you have encouraged into min-
istry,” Taylor says.

Inasymbol of protest todistancethe
parish from Williams, St. Helen'sis
refusing to accept funds from the
Church of England to pay clergy sala
ries, which are ordinarily paid from

central funds.

Williams anticipated problems. On
July 23, the day his appointment was
announced, he wrote to primates of
other Anglican national churches say-
ing that the archbishop “ doesnot have
thefreedom to prescribe belief for the
Church at large.”

“1 have indeed in the past written
briefly on the subject of theology and
sexuality, and hope that what | have
written has contributed to the continu-
ing discussion; but my ideas have no
authority beyond that of an individual
theologian,” Williamssaid.

Williams confirmedin aninterview
published by The Daily Telegraph in
July that he had ordained a priest he
knew waslivinginahomosexual part-
nership.

“On homosexuality — avery tricky
issue— | start withnil credibility with
the evangelicals,” he was quoted as
saying. “My theological convictionis
that thereisagood casefor recognition

of same-sex partnershipsif they are
stable and faithful. | would not, how-
ever, cal it marriage.”

Evangelicals can hardly have been
cheered by the effusive welcome Wil -
liams received from the Lesbian and
Gay Christian Movement.

“Nothing will change overnight but
we are confident that his appointment
heraldsanew erafor the church,” said
the Rev. Richard Kirker, the group’s
general secretary.

Homosexuality wasabigissueat the
1998 ambeth conference, agathering
of Anglican bishops from around the
world.

As archbishop of Canterbury, and
thusleader of theworldwideAnglican
Communion, Williams has said he
would enforce a Lambeth resolution
condemning homosexual relations as
“incompatiblewith Scripture” and op-
posingtheblessing of same-sex unions
and sex outside of marriage.

Theresolutionwasadopted after one

of thehottest debatesat theconference,
andtheissuehascontinuedtofuel ten-
sionswithin Anglicanism.

It wasoneof theissueswhichledto
thedefrocking of atraditionalist Epis-
copal priestin Pennsylvania, whocom-
plainedthat thechurchhasbecometoo
liberal on issues such as ordaining
women and recognizing same-sex
unions.

And Carey recently expressed con-
cern about the decision by the New
Westminster diocese in western
Canadato bless same-sex unions.

Thegay issue—or atleast itsimpor-
tance— also dividesevangelicals.

“Dr.Williams' fanclubisheavily in-
filtrated by feminist and gay activists,
who have avery clear agendafor the
kind of changeinthechurchwhichthey
wishtobringabout,” Gerald Bray wrote
in Churchman, thequarterly journal of
the Church Society. Bray isAnglican
professor of divinity at Samford Uni-
versity in Birmingham, Ala

“Inthenormal course of events, Dr.
Williams may be with us until 2020,
long enoughto seeanumber of women
bishopsinpost, andlongenoughfor the
oppositiontotheministry of practicing
homosexualsto have withered away,”
Bray wrote, calling on evangelicalstc
fight back.

The Rev. Francis Bridger, principal
of Trinity Collegein Bristol, England,
wroteinTheChurchof England News-
paper that Williams “ has been judged
and found wanting not because he is
unsound on the historic creeds but be-
cause he holds a particular personal
view onasingleethical issue.”

But the challenge for his fellow
evangelicals, Bridger said, istoholdthe
churchtogether whilemaintainingtheir
integrity.

“Thiswill require humility, charity
and respect. Humility requiresusto be
willing to acknowledgethat we might,
just possibly, be mistaken and that not
everyonebut usiswrong,” hesaid.
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Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Eighth & Arcade ® 899-5233
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Pastor: Loren Strait
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Pastor: Leonard Cox
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Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
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goodland RBible Church
109 Willow Road ¢ 899-6400
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Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
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Wednesday: Call for location
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Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5am & 6 pm
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
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Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonvrise Christian Church

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center ® 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,f Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
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Pastor: Arlin Cochran ® 785-332-2888
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104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423
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Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am il
Worship Service: 11 am

307 W. 13th  899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 j]

Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 ® 694-2807 © 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch
694-2242
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd
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Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son ‘Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.
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