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commentary

from other pens...

Churches find money

in purple madness

TheTopeka Capital-Journal on football parking:

Somechurchesand other nonprofit facilitiesin Manhattanarelearn-
ing the truth in that real estate mantra about location, location, loca-
tion.

Those close enough to be within walking distance of KSU Stadium
are finding there's plenty of green to be made from all of the purple
madness surrounding Kansas Statefootball. They let fanspark intheir
parking lots— for afee.

The CollegeAvenue United M ethodi st Church youth group charges
$8acar, andit cansqueezeabout 225 carsinthelot. That’ sabout $1,800
per game. The kids make enough during football season to fund their
missiontripsand other activitiesthroughout theyear and evenareable
to share some of the money with other groups.

Boy Scout Troop 75 parks carsat Trinity Presbyterian Church, then
usesthe busfrom First United M ethodist Church, which sponsorsthe
troop, to shuttle peopleto the stadium. The Scoutscan earn $15to $50
for each three-hour stint they work at thelot. The money helpspay for
tripsto summer Scout camp.

St. Thomas More Catholic Church isfarther from the action, so its
parking spaces go for just $4. Even so, the youth group collects about
$100 per game, enough to makeitsactivities affordable.

And for those churches and other placestoo far away from the sta-
dium?Well, there are still bake sales, car washesand thelikefor rais-
ing funds.

TheManhattan Mercury on DARE program:

Effortstoimprovethenational DARE programaretobecommended,
not just because of disputed findings that the program may have been
ineffective but because of therole such programscan play inteaching
young peopl e about the dangers of drugs.

DARE — DrugAbuse Resistance Education — hasbeen astaplein
lateelementary school inthe Manhattan-Ogden School Districtandin
most other districts nationwide. ...

It'sprobably wise, asisbeing studied, for theprogramtoincludemore
follow-up, involving seventh-gradersand ninth-gradersaswell asfifth-
or sixth-graders. ...

Preliminary studieshavefoundthat seventh-graderswho participated
in DARE weremorelikely than participantsinacontrol group to con-
sider drugsinappropriate and to refuseto usethem. ...

DARE, unfortunately, doesn’t comewith guarantees. At somepoint,
children maketheir own decisions. But DARE’s prospectsfor success
increaseif itscurriculumisreinforced by peers, parentsand other adullts.

It seemsthat the least DARE programs do isteach or remind youth
that police officersare on their side. There are, of course, other ways
for that worthwhile message to be sent, including somewaysthat are
less expensive than DARE programs.

But drug abuse resistance education is, for better or for worse, edu-
cationthat young studentswill need to copewith someof thesituations
they’'ll find themselvesin. That’sreason enough to strengthen DARE
programs.
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ELECTION RESULTS EXPLAINED

Holidays mean the cats are coming to visit

The catsare coming! The catsare coming!

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, my
children will be returning to the family nest with
their pets.

If al my children came home, the count could
becatastrophic. Sorry. | couldn’thelpmyself there.

We start out with our household cats— Kubla
Khan, Miss Molly and April Alice. We add
Felicia's Marcell, Sabine and Louis; Lindsay’s
Rupert and Jezebel and Lacy’s Frank and Jules.
That adds up to 10 cats, or one cat fight per 10
minutes.

Luckily, they won't al be here.

Feliciaand Nik are heading off on adelayed
honeymoontoltaly. Thedelay wassothey could
getabetter rateonoverseasairfare. Thebestrate
was during Thanksgiving, when Americans
want to stay home and visit relatives. The kids
figured they would kill two turkeys with one
flight— cheaper airfareand they wouldn’ t have
to figure out which set of inlawsto visit for the
holidays.

School isout, though, and teacher, Lindsay, will
be heading home, but her felines will stay in
Lawrence. They don't like to travel, and if she's
only goingtobegoneafew days, sheputsout food
and water and asks aneighbor to check onthem.
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Lacy’skittenswill be making thejourney, how-
ever. They haveno choice. They haveavet appoint-
ment.

Thekittens, apair fromApril Alice'slitter early
thisyear, arenow fivemonthsold andit’stimefor
their front and rear-end realignments— aspay for
Jules, asnipfor Frank andfront declawingfor both.

The cats always seem to show up at our house
whenit'stimefor visitsto the vet, and the bill al-
ways comes here after the children have gone on
their merry way.

Ahwell. | pulled that oneon my parents, sofair
isfair.

Somebody mentioned theother day that | hadn’t
written anything about the cats recently.

The reason for that isit’s been quiet on the cat
front. Apriland Molly still don’t get along, andwe
have the occasional hissy fit, but that’s about the
same as when the kids lived here and we had the

occasional sibling fight — but with less growling
and hissing.

Lindsay did report that she had an extra cat the
other day.

Sheopened her door and two gray blursran past.
Sheclosed thedoor and went onabout her business.
About five minutes |ater, she heard plaintive me-
owsand looked to see Jezebel still outside. An ex-
tracat waslounging on her sofa.

Sinceitwasobviously well fedand caredfor, she
isn't adopting it.

It just comesin to visit now and then, she said.
Shefiguresitlikesher brand of cat food asachange
of pace.

We used to have ayellow cat in Colorado that
wouldcomevisitus. Sunshinebel ongedthreedoors
down, but would show up acoupleof timesaweek
tomunch cat food, get apet and lounge on our fur-
niture.

Onenight, wefoundhimd eepinginthebathroom
sink. Fillingthebathroomsink. Hewasabig, furry,
longhair.

| remember missing himwhen hisfamily movec
away. Maybe Lindsay’svisitor will bethe same.

My only suggestionto her isto keepthebathroom
door closed — asinkful of catisareal shock inthe
morning, especially whenit’snot even your cat.

Congress leaves U.S. unprepared for terrorism

When the United States attacks Iraqg, suppose
Saddam Hussein sends secret teams armed with
anthrax to spread death and panicin U.S. cities.

Thispossihility, raisedinawar gameconducted
last week at the Brookings I nstitution, addsto the
urgency expressed in anew study by the Council
on Foreign Relationswarningthat thenationisstill
woefully unpreparedfor attacksusing weaponsof
mass destruction.

U.S. vulnerability was demonstrated in reality
by the Washington sniper trauma as men armed
withjust arifle spread terror throughout the met-
ropolitan areaand tied down its police forcesfor
weeks.

All of thisshould shout amessageto Congress:
Quit playing politics with homeland security.
Democratsaredoing sointhe Senate, Republicans
inthe House.

And the White House is abetting the process,
refusingto compromisewith SenateDemocratsin
creatinganew Department of Homeland Security
and allowing Republicansto sit on $40 billionin
vital homeland security upgradesinappropriations
bills.

TheBrookingswar game focused primarily on
thelragwar, not onhomeland security. Ananthrax
attack on Chicago, killing 40 people, and the ar-
rest of Iragi intelligence agents heading toward
other citiesweredetail sinthegame— butimpor-
tant ones, pushing U.S. political leadersto speed
up afinal assault on Baghdad.

In the game, the United Statesand itsallies—
including France— wonthewar and ousted Hus-
sein, but sustained 1,000 casualties, including sev-
eral dozen from a chemical weapons attack on a
U.S. field hospital.

Other complicationsincludedwar between Tur-
key and Iragi Kurds, insurrection and martial law
in Jordan, missile and terrorist attacks on Israel,
Killing 100, and Israeli retaliation against
Hussein’shometown of Tikrit.

Theall-day gamefeatured actual U.S. military
officersplaying therolesof Gen. Richard Myers,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Gen.
Tommy Franks, the top war commander, and
former U.S. officials playing Secretary of State
Colin Powell, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Riceand their deputies.

Participants| talkedto about thegamediscussed
it on condition that theidentities of those playing
the variousrolesnot be divulged.

Key lessons emerging from the gameincluded
the need for alarge allied ground force — the
250,000 troops posited by the game were barely
adequate— and for advance thinking about what
kind of regime should be set up after Hussein’s
defeat.

Those playing U.S. leaders split over whether
toattack Baghdadimmediately —it wasdefended
by thousands of hard-core Republican Guard
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troops— or wait and lay siegeto thecity.

They also split over whether to support an Iraqgi
general willing to kill Hussein, toinstall an Iraqi
civiliangovernment or toassumedirect U.S. mili-
tary control.

According to areport on the game prepared by
Martin Indyk and Kenneth Pollack of Brookings,
anthrax attacks on U.S. cities assumed “a very
aggressive lraqgi terrorism strategy and granted
these operations a sophistication and destructive
capability that Iragisnot known to possess.”

But anyonereading the Council on Foreign Re-
lations report — and Hussein and leaders of Al
Qaeda, too — would know that this country re-
mains highly vulnerableto terrorist attack.

Chaired by former Sens. Warren Rudman (R-
N.H.) and Gary Hart (D-Colo.), thereport said that
theUnited Statesisstill “ dangerously unprepared
to prevent and respond to a catastrophic terrorist
attack on U.S. soil.

“In all likelihood the next attack will result in
evengreater casualtiesand widespread disruption
to American lives and the economy.

“The need for immediate action is made more
urgent by the prospect of the United States going
to war with Irag and the possibility that Saddam
Husseinmight threatentheuseof weaponsof mass
destructionin America,” thereport says.

Specifically, thepanel reported, whileafortune
isbeing spent to protect U.S. airports, morelikely
targets - seaports, oil and gas pipelines, food and
water supplies, andkey financial centers—remain
virtually naked to terrorist attack.

“Only thetiniest percentageof contai ners, ships,
trucksand trainsthat enter the United Stateseach
day are subject to examination,” the report said,

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned |etters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail
to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.

“and aweapon of mass destruction could well be
hidden among this cargo.”

L ocal and state police operatein“avirtual intel-
ligence vacuum, without accessto terrorist watch
lists” prepared by the federal government.

Theproof of thisisthat sniper suspectsJohn L ee
Malvo, an illegal immigrant, and John Allen
Muhammad, identified by neighborsasapotentia
terrorist, repeatedly slipped through both federal
and local police networks.

Also, accordingtotheRudman-Hartreport, “first
responders— police, fire, emergency medical tech-
nicians— are not prepared for achemical or bio-
logical attack.

“Radios cannot communi cate with one another
and they lack the training and protective gear tc
protect themsel vesand thepublicinanemergency.”
Moreover, they aren’timmunized agai nst di seases
they might encounter.

AtapressconferenceandonABC's" ThisWeek,”
Rudman and Hart expressed outragethat \Washing-
ton, though ostensibly “at war” with terrorism,
hasn’t passed homeland security legislation or ap-
propriated money for it.

If amajor new terrorist attack doestakeplace, we
can be sure that the first thing Republicans and
Democratswill doisblameeach other. It’ sdisgust-
ing.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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