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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Cops find advantages
In talking to the public

There's been agrowing realization on the part of law enforcement
officialsthat there are alot of advantages to communicating with the
public.

Cops are traditionally closed-mouthed. Dealing as they do with
crooks, cheatsand liars, they question everyoneand trust few. You re-
aly can’'t blamethem.

Policeagenciesusually do shareinformationwith oneanother. When
there’ sarobbery or agasskip, thelocal policecall countiesupanddown
the highway. An alert goes out on the radio net. The bad guys usually
are caught.

When acar isstolen or afelon goes on the lam, entriesare madein
thepolicecomputer system. When thestolen goodsor missing bad guy
turn up anywherein the country, they’ re caught.

It’snot alwayshbeen that way. Communi cationsimproveevery year.
And police agencieslearn what works.

We can remember a sheriff’s department, in acounty far, far away,
that didn’t liketo ask for help, even when therewas ajailbreak. Espe-
cially whentherewasajailbreak.

I nstead of putting out an alert, the sheriff would send all hisdeputies
out to look for the guy. By thetime the highway patrol and areaagen-
cieswerenatified, theguy would besix statesaway. They’ d catchhim,
but he kept busting out. And the sheriff, he never did learn.

That kind of secrecy would be rare today. In the 21st century, law
enforcement agenciesaretaking thepublicinto their confidencemore
and more.

Nowhereisthat fact morevisiblethaninthe* Amber Alert” system,
named after a Texas girl who was kidnapped and murdered. Experts
say timeiscritical — the longer the bad guy has akidnap victim, the
lesslikely heor sheisto befound alive.

Amber Alert gives authorities away to quickly initiate a statewide
search when achild ismissing. It works. In Caifornia, two teen-age
girlsweresaved earlier thisyear when acitizen spotted them and their
kidnapper. He was minutes away from a secluded spot where, police
and thegirlsbelieve, heintended to rape and kill them both.

KansashasAmber Alert now, andit’sagoodidea. Thepublicdeserves
to bebetter informed about crimeand criminals, andit hasal ot to offer
intermsof helping copscatch crooks.

In Oberlinlast month, an escaped juvenilewas quickly caught after
dispatch aired his description on the city’s cable system. That proved
theval ueof thecableal ert, though cablereached only aminority of most
county’shomesand nooneinrura areas. Broadcast onthelocal radio
station should be part of the policearsenal, somethingwhich“ Amber”
includes.

Back when that sheriff wastoo embarrassed to ask for hel p hunting
theescaped convict, thereweretwo seriousflawsin histhinking. First,
hewasn'’t getting any hel pfrom other agenciesor thepublic. Heneeded
it badly. Second, the public wasat risk, now knowing that adesperate
felon had broken out. People deserveto know about thingslikethat.

But today, law enforcement agencies arefinding that the public can
help, not hinder, aninvestigation or adragnet. It’sabout time. —Steve
Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes letters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include atel ephone
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One of the things that distinguishesisthat it
cooksgently foralongtime.A sidebenefittostews
is that they make your home smell wonderful.
Stews can be very economical because tougher,
lesscostly cuts of meat can be used. The stew pot
isvaried accordingtothecountry thatisdoingthe
cooking. This culinary tour of stew recipes and
information is from the book “real stew” by
Clifford A. Wright

Piedmontese Turkey Stew

Thisrecipeis from the northern part of Lom-
bardy.

11/2 poundsturkey breast, boned, skinned and
cut into 2 inch cubes

1/4 cup (1/2 stick) unsalted butter, cut into 4
pieces

3/4 pound ripe tomatoes, cut in half, seeds
squeezed out and grated against the largest holes
of agrater down to the peel

1 medium size onion, chopped

4 fresh sageleaves, chopped

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley |eaves

2 tablespoons chopped fresh basil |eaves

salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste

1 cupdry, full-bodied red wine

2 tablespoonsflour

Put the turkey, butter, tomatoes, onion, sage,
parsley, basil, salt and pepper inacasseroleor stew
pot. Turn the heat to medium and cook until the
liquid beginsto bubble, 6to 7 minutes. Add wine
and stir. Add flour and stir again. Reduce heat to
low and cook until turkey iswhite and firm. Stir
occasionally andbesuretokeepfromboiling only
bubbling gently. Cook 35 to 40 minutes. Serve
immediately with polenta or mashed potatoes.
Serves4.
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Barbara Shulgasser-Parker’s
Chicken Stew with Prunes

3tablespoonsextravirgin oliveoil

11/2largeonion, sliced 1/4 inch thick

One 3 1/2 pound chicken, quartered, skinned,
rinsed and patted dry with paper towels

salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste

3 cupschicken broth

2 teaspoons mild Indian curry

1 teaspoon ground sage

1 teaspoon chopped fresh rosemary leaves

3 tablespoons honey

1/2 pound large pitted prunes

juiceof | lemon or 1/4 cup whitewine

Inalarge skillet, heat the oil over medium high
heat. Cook onions until translucent, stirring, 6to 7
minutes. Push the onionsto one side of the skillet,
season the chicken pieces with salt and pepper,
brown chickenonboth sidesdoingthesidewiththe
most meat first. Oncethe chicken hasbeen turned,
move onionson top of chicken to keep them from
burningabout 8 minutes. Seasonwith morepepper.

Add enough chicken broth for thereto be about
linchof liquidintheskillet. Turnthechickenand
onionstogether and bring to agentle simmer over
medium heat. Dust the curry over the chickenand
with awooden spoon scrape the browned bits off
thesidesand bottom of theskillet into thesimmer-

according to stew

ing broth. Sprinkle with sage and rosemary. As
mixturereturnsto alight ssimmer, drizzlein honey
and stir. Add prunes, placing them between the
chicken piecesin the sauce. Check the seasoning.
Add more broth as needed to keep theliquid level
at about 1 inch. Simmer, covered for 30 minutes.
Then uncover and cook, turning the chicken occa-
sionally and spooning sauce over it until meat is
ready tofall off of the bones, about 1 hour.

Stir in lemon juice to achieve a sweet and sour
flavor and serve. Makes4to 5 servings.

Briami

Briami isthenameof avariety of family styleveg-
etable stewsfound in Greek home cooking.
1 1/2 pounds mixed new Yukon Gold, Peruvian
Purple and red potatoes, halved
3largecarrots, thickly sliced
1kohlrabi, without leaves, peeled and sliced
3 beets, trimmed, peeled and quartered
1largered onion, sliced and separated into rings
1largewhiteonion, sliced and separatedintorings
4largegarlic cloves, finely chopped
3 tablespoons chopped fresh dill
1 tablespoon dried oregano
11/2 cupsextravirgin oliveoil
salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
2 poundsripetomatoes, peeled, seeded and sliced
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Tossall ingredients, except salt, pepper and toma-
toes, together with 1 cup of oil. Seasonwith salt and
pepper andarrangeinearthenwarecasserole. Cover
the top with tomatoes and pour remaining 1/2 cup
oil ontop. Bakeuntil potatoesand beetsaretender
and the tops of the vegetables are dark in places,
about 11/2 hours. Serveimmediately. Makes6t0 8
servings.

Sebelius, Graves do curious dance in budget crisis

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebeliusinsisted that Gov.
Bill Gravesisstillincharge, but power clearly has
shifted at the Statehouse.

The aides bustling busily about, talking about
appointmentsand policy, work for Sebelius. When
Graves and Sebelius met for the first time last
week, she kept him waiting for afew minutesin
the hallway outside hisoffice.

Yet she has areason for not wanting to assume
power too quickly — the projected $255 million
budget deficit on June 30.

She' d rather have Graves handle that mess so
that shedoesn’t haveto consider quickly breaking
promisesshemadeduring her gubernatorial cam-
paign.

“1 don’tthinkit’sappropriatethat | second-guess
him,” shesaid. “Heisthegovernor. Wehavealieu-
tenant governor. We have Cabinet secretariesin
placewho havealready madeoneround of cutsin
their agenciesand | think arepreparing someother
recommendations.”

For his part, Graves seemed prepared to cede
power to his newly el ected successor.

“My staff’sdonealot of preliminary work,” he
said.“| hopethatthegroundworkislaidfor avery
guick and expedient transition process.”

Sebelius won the governor’s race on the same
day economists, legislative researchers, Depart-
ment of Revenueofficialsand membersof Graves
budget staff issued anew fiscal forecast that pro-
jected a $255 million deficit on June 30, with a
current budget of $4.4 billion.

Thecurrent budget a ready included $41 million
incutsimposed by Gravesand $252 millioninnew
taxes approved by legislatorsin May.

Those same state forecasters said the gap be-
tween revenuesand spending commitmentsset by
stateand federal law could reach $1 billion by the
end of the state’snext fiscal year.

Gravessaidjust beforethee ectionthat hewould
bewillingtoimpose morecutsinthecurrent bud-
get if the governor-elect wished.

Later, after heand Sebeliusmet for thefirsttime,
Gravessaid he still hoped they could draft ajoint
plan for dealing with the budget.

However, in her first news conference as gov-
ernor-elect, Sebeliusmadeit clear that shehasdif-
ferent ideas.

“My focusisonthe’ 04 budget,” shesaid. “He
isthe sitting governor. Thisis hisbudget and his
Cabinet officers.”

Sheand her aidesal sotoldreporterstobepatient,
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noting they were asking whether shehad any spe-
cificideasfor dealingwiththeprojected deficitin
the current budget year.

But Sebeliushad beenrunning for governor for
atleast ayear; shehad acampaignteaminplacein
thespring. Thegeneral financial trendshavebeen
obviousfor months, evenif the numbershaven't.

Furthermore, none of the budget numbers that
argueagainst her being ableto keep her campaign
promises are any secret, al being in the public
record. Much of the data are available over the
Internet.

Thebudget wasthemostimportantissuefacing
the gubernatorial candidates; they discussed it
constantly. Sebelius has spent 16 yearsin state
government, first asalegislator, then ashead of a
department.

In short, she and her team didn’t start from
scratch after winning the election.

The looming deficit for the current fiscal year
appearstorequirespending cuts. It'sunlikely that
legislatorscould convenein January and approve
tax increases quickly enough to generate much
new money before June 30.

To avoid that deficit the statewould haveto cut
its current budget by 5.8 percent — taking afull
year’s worth of reductions out of the remaining
months of thefiscal year.

During her campaign, Sebeliuspromised not to
cut aid to public schools or higher education,
roughly 68 percent of the budget.

She didn’t specify whether those promises ap-
pliedtothisyear’sbudget and thefiscal 2004 bud-
get, or only tothe 2004 budget. On Friday, spokes-
woman Nicole Corcoran-Basso said the promise
would apply to both years.

If Sebelius attempted to keep those promises
while working with Gravesto impose cutsin the
current fiscal year, thetask of avoidingthedeficit
becomes far more difficult — finding $255 mil-
lion from $4.4 billion worth of spending.

That doesn’t factor in her promiseto conduct a
top-to-bottom review of stategovernment tofind
efficiencies. But such areview seemsunlikely to
find such large savings so quickly.

Wouldtherebeother waysout?L egislatorshave
proven adept in recent years in gimmickry. And
Senate President Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinson, re-
cently suggested that legislators could resort to
some accounting tricksto make the budget work.

For example, he noted, legislators borrowed
$94.5 million in highway fundsto make the fiscal
2002 budget work, promising to pay the money
back onthelast day of fiscal 2003.

Simply not paying back theloanwould makethe
deficit that much smaller. However, it also would
rob highway projects of money — and perhaps
force Sebeliusto break another promisetokeepthe
state’ s10-year $13.5billiontransportation program
intact.

Everywhere Sebeliusturnsto deal withthe pro-
jected deficitinthecurrent budget, thenecessity of
breaking acampaign promiselooms.

It's no wonder that she wants Gravesto do the
dirty work before heleavesoffice.

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered state government and politicsfor the
Associated Press since 1987.
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