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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:34 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:29 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:33 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 42 degrees
* Humidity 17 percent
+ Sky mostly cloudy
+ Winds variable 5 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.97 inches

and falling
* Record High 79° (1999)
* Record Low 1° (1959)

Last 24 Hours*

High 55°
Low 27°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy with 20 per-
cent chance of light snow or rain, low
lower 30s, winds north 10 m.p.h. To-
morrow: partly sunny, high mid 50s,
low upper 20s, winds north 5-10
m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Friday: partly cloudy with 20 per-
cent chance of rain, high upper 40s,
low near 30. Saturday: mostly clear,
high mid 50s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $3.92 bushel
Posted county price — $3.75
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.57 bushel
Posted county price — $2.21
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.24 bushel
Soybeans — $5.16 bushel
Posted county price — $5.03
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $14.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.40 cwi.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Late news
from the
Associated
Press

U.S. waiting
on Iragi move

WASHINGTON — Bush ad-
ministration officialsare keeping
their options open as a deadline
approaches for Iraq to declare
whether it will comply with U.N.
disarmament demands.

Someof President Bush’sadvis-
ers would consider refusal by
Saddam Hussein to accept the
terms adopted last by the U.N.
Security Council as atrigger for
military action.

But Secretary of State Colin
Powell said Tuesday he did not
want to prejudge what the United
Nationsor theUnited Statesmight
do if Saddam turns down the Se-
curity Council.

With attention focused on
Baghdad, U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan was calling on Bush
today.

“We arelooking forward to re-
ceiving aletter fromthelragisby
the 15th (Friday),” Annan said

Bin Laden threatens more attacks

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush said
today he'll leave it to the experts to determine
whether Osamabin L adenrecorded athreatening
new audiotape, but “whoever put thetapeout has
puttheworldonnoticeyet againthat we' reat war.”

Bush said he was taking the tape “very seri-
oudly,” asU.S. counterterrorismofficialssaidthey
believe the recording is probably authentic.
They’retreating it asnew evidencethat thelong-
sought terrorist leader isalive, aU.S. official fa

miliar with the tape said today.

Bush bristled when asked if bin Laden should

forces.

achieving our objectives.”

havebeen captured sooner by U.S. and coalition

“We're making great progress on the war on
terrorism,” hetoldreportersafter aCabinet meet-
ing. “Slowly but surely, we're dismantling the
terrorist network. Slowly but surely, we're

A U.S. official had said earlier that coun-
terterrorismofficial sbelievedthenew audiotape
attributed to bin Laden is probably authentic.

“It’s probably his voice,
speaking onthe condition of anonymity. “It can-

' said the official,

Hastert.

not be said with absolute certainty.”

Bush, earlier today, told congressional |eaders
the audiotape was “timely,” suggesting that bin
Laden is alive, said House Speaker Dennis

Though bin L adentopsthe Pentagon’swanted
listinthewar onterror, officialstheretriedtoplay
down the tape’s importance, saying it won't
change how they operate.

Bush spoke as intelligence officials tried to
determine the authenticity of the tape, though
early indicationssuggestedthat it waslegitimate.

BushtoldtheDemoacraticand Republicanlead-
ersof theHouseand Senatethat theinitial analy-
siswasnot definitive, Hastert said. A senior White
House official said Bush had beentold by advis-
ersthat thevoice sounded likebin L aden, but that
studies were still under way today to determine
itsauthenticity.

Bush himself told reporters, “We'll take the
warningvery serioudly,” evenbeforeknowingfor
surewhether bin Laden made thetape.

See TAPE, Page 7

Director tries to get feel for business situation

Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

She hasn’t met everyone, but Caro-
lyn Applegate, new director for Sher-
man County Economic Development
Council, said at a meeting at the
Goodland Elks Lodge Tuesday sheis
gettingaround thecounty andintroduc-
ing herself.

Over 30 peopleattended the session
which was to introduce Applegate to
people and give her a chance to talk
about what she seesfor thefuture.

“|1 believeitisimportant to meet the
business people, and to listen to them
talk about their visionfor thefutureand
wherethey havebeen,” Applegatesaid.

Shesaid shecallsit “Walking Main
Street,” but it really meanssheisstop-
ping in storesall over the city to meset
businesspeople. Shesaidthereareover
400 businessesin thecity, and expects
it to take her sometimeto get to them.

“1 believethefirst stepisto keepthe
businesses we have,” she said. “We
need to seeif there are things our cur-
rent peopleneed that wecanhel pwith.

“People from the outside see busi-
nesses leaving and it makes them feel
likeit isnot agood placeto moveto,”
Applegate said. “We have good busi-
ness people, and it isimportant to do
what we can to keep them going.”

Applegate said one way to helpis
using the resources that are available,
including the micro-loan revolving
loan program. Sherman County re-
ceived money from the statein Febru-
ary to start aprogram, but she said no
loans have been written sofar.

“Thisisause-it-or-lose-it program,”
shesaid.“Wearegoingtotrytogetthis
going, because we have to have the
money spent by August. These are no
big loans. They have a maximum of
$15,000, but they canbeusedfor many
things.

“1 want people to know that my of -
ficeat 1208 Mainisthe placeto come
if youhaveanideafor abusiness, need
to expand your business, or know of
someonewhowantsto openabusiness
in Goodland.

“1 have afax machine and a phone
with an answering machine to catch
callswhen | am out. The phone num-
ber is 899-3743 and the fax is 899-
3744.

Applegatesaidwhenrecruiting new
business, theinfrastructure— utilities,

% ks

Carolyn Applegate (above, standing), new Sherman County Economic
Development director, was introduced at a meeting Tuesday night at the
Goodland Elks lodge. She talked to the audience about what she sees

streets, transportation and the like —
hasto bein placefirst. She said Good-
land isinafabul ous situation.

“Youhavetrains, planesand automo-
biles,” shesaid. “You have afabulous
airportwhichistheenvy of many small
townsaroundthearea. Therail system
isin good condition and we need to be
surethey have ahealthy economy.

“When you think about how things
move in and out of here, it isby truck
andlotsby rail.

“| was glad to seethereisan indus-
trial park, but it has not had anything
newin25years. Thepark hasimproved
water lines, but we need to be surethe
sewer linesand fiber optic accessisin
place.”

L eakagewasanother subjectApple-
gatebrought up, peoplewho aregoing
out of town to buy things that can be
found here.

“We need to stop the leakage,” she
said. “Weneedtoreeducateour people
to shop at homefirst.”

She conceded there are times when
you havetogo out of town, but shesaid
people need to think about looking to

See DIRECTOR, Page 7

ness ideas.

forthe county’s future and her background. After the meeting, Applegate
visited with City Commissioner Chuck Lutters (below) about new busi-
Photos by Tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

Bank hires ex-athletic director,

bookkeeper to fill two

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Western State Bank hashired anew
vicepresident and amortgageloan of -
ficer because, said President Stephen
West, thingsaregoingsowell, thebank
needs more people.

The bank has had a steady increase
in loans and overall business every
year, West said. Hecreditssupport from
Sherman County and the surrounding
area and bank employees’ efforts to
satisfy customersfor theincrease.

“The community has been good in
supportingthebank,” West said,“ sowe
need new people.”

Dick Liess, now athletic director at
Goodland High School, will start asa
vice president at the bank Jan. 1, West
said, and Cinda Hatcher started three
weeks ago asamortgage |loan officer.

“Both of thesefolkshavebeeninour
community for alongtime,” West said.
“1 think it'sgood that wecangooutin
the community and find these kind of
people.”

The bank needs someone with
Liess sexperience, West said, tohandle
the increased loan business. Liess
worked for First National Bank for 15
veare \Wect caid beforehetonk theioh

i

Dick Liess Cinda Hatcher

as athletic director and assistant prin-
cipal.

“WEe' reexcited to have Dick,” West
said. “He'saman of integrity.”

Liesssaid he haslived in Goodland
for 27 years and wants to stay in
Goodland and work in Goodland.

“It’s an excellent opportunity for
me,” hesaid.

West said Hatcher replaced Bobbie
Jo Dinkel, who wanted to spend more
timeat homewith her children.

“1"m sorry to see Bobbie Jo |eave,”
he said, adding that Hatcher isagreat
addition to the staff.

“We sought Cinda,” West said, “ be-
causewelike her work ethic.”

West said heapproached Hatcher and
offered her theiob <hehad worked at

NOSITIONS

Century Feedersfor alongtimeandhad
worked at other part-timejobs, hesaid.

Though Hatcher said she is over-
whelmed with paperwork for all the
loans, she has enjoyed her first three
weeksonthejob.

“I love the people here,” she said.
“They aregoodtowork withandreally
nice.”

Shesaid shea soenjoysdealingwith
thecustomersand missed dealingwith
the public during her eight years at
Century Feeders. Farmersand feeders
wouldcomeinonceinawhile, shesaid,
but not asmany peopleassheseesat the
bank.

Hatcher is also a part-time book-
keeper for Curt’s Corner Garage and
Body Shop and sayssheenjoysthat job.

“It'sarelaxing job,” she said. “It's
what I've donefor eight years.”

But Hatcher a soenjoyslearning new
things. She grew up in Goodland and
graduated from Goodland High
School. The only time she said she
didn’t livein Goodland was when she
attended K ansas State University.

Her husband, Bryan, isafarmer, and
she has a daughter and a son. Mandy
graduates from Kansas State in May,
andWesisasenior at Baker L Jniversitv.

County looks at ways
to use phone building

Sherman County commissioners
started looking for away to use the
old Southwest Bell building the
county owns during their meeting
Tuesday.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure re-
ported that Penny Nemechek, the
joint grant writer, said the county
needs to have a study done to see
what asbestos removal would cost
before she canlook for money. toalot of people, andthat her answer-

Another project shewaslookingat  ing machine had been full of mes-
wasanew firehousefortheSherman  sages.

County Rural Fire department, but ~ She asked about the micro-loan
shetold Rasurethe county needsto program the county had received
develop a specific plan before she money tostartinFebruary. Thecom-
can sendin agrant request. missioners suggested she meet with

Rasure said hethought FireChief  theloan program board and seewhat
Kenny Griffith had a plan and he canbedoneto getit moving.
wouldhavehimgetwithNemechek  She suggested that a part of the
to get the detail sworked out. problem might be that the interest

Hesaid Nemechek hasbeenwork-  ratefor theseloansisset at 8 percent,
ing on proposals, but has not had and maybethat canbelowered abit.
much success so far. Onegrant she  Theloansare for businesseswith
wasseekingforthecitytohelpbuild lessthanfive employeesfor amaxi-
thehikeandbiketrail ranintoaroad- mum of $15,000.
block because the city hasalready  “For thisto be arevolving loan
received somemoney fortheproject, fund, wehavetogetthemoney out,”
but had not spent it. Applegate said.

Rasuresaidtheeffort torepair the
courthouse was running into prob-
lems because there is not lots of
money availablefor what isconsid-
ered building maintenance.

Carolyn Applegate, new eco-
nomic development director, up-
dated commissioners on what she
wasdoing.

Shetoldthem shehasbeentalking




