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Saints and sinners: T he fifth commandment means?

Thou shalt not kill. (Exodus 20:13 and
Deuteronomy 5:17)

“What doesthismean?

“We should fear and love God that we may
not hurt nor harm our neighbor in hisbody, but
help and befriend him in every bodily need.”
(Numberings and definitions are from Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism.)

Onedefinitionof sin(andfew definitionsare
better) is* breaking the Ten Commandments.”
But even those who accept this definition and
are not wholly innocent of all 10, are, for the
most part, inclinedto pleadinnocent to commit-
ting any sin against the Fifth Commandment.

“1 have never killed anybody,” most assert.

Martin Luther, however, went beyond alit-
erd interpretation of thecommandments. Inthe
caseof thiscommandment, wearenot only for-
bidden to kill, we must not “ hurt nor harm our
neighborsin hisbody.”

The compilers of the Lutheran Catechism
studybook definethisas* doingor sayinganything
which may destroy, shorten or embitter thislife.”

InThomasHardy’snovel “ The Return of the
Native,” Clym Yeobright, brooding over
Eustacia sdrowningforwhich hefeelsrespon-
sible, says, “ She is the second woman | have
killed this year. | was a great cause of my
mother’s death and | am the chief cause of
Eustacia's.” Hismarriage, hefelt, had caused

george
plagenz

® saints & sinners

what turned out to beamortal breachinhisre-
lationship with hismother.

L uther also considered the commandmentsto
benot only prohibitionsagai nst wrongdoing, but
commandsto rightdoing. Wemust “ help and be-
friend” our neighbor “inevery bodily need” if we
want toget apassing mark onthiscommandment.

Totestyourself whether you arekeepingthis
commandment, ask yourself, “Have | be-
friended anyonelately? What acts of kindness
havel done?’

The Fifth Commandment is often advanced
by people who oppose war or capital punish-
ment — even hunting. Such forms of killing,
however, werenot prohibitedinthe Old Testa-
ment times. A more accurate rendering of this
commandment would be, “ Thou shalt do no
murder” — although it goes beyond that.

Even unpremeditatedkilling of onelsraelite
by another wascovered by thiscommandment,
which was concerned with the protection of
human lifewithinthe Jewishcommunity. Inten-

tional killing was punishable by death (capital
punishment), but for those guilty of uninten-
tional homicide, citiesof sanctuary wereset up
toprotectthemfromtheangry woul d-beaveng-
ers. Moses gives the I sraglites an example of
unintentional homicidein Deuteronomy 19:

“1f aman goesintotheforest withanei ghbor
to chop wood, and the axe flies off the handle
andkillstheman'’sneighbor, hemay fleetoone
of those cities of sanctuary and be safe.”

In so many words, | believe this command-
ment does not forbid the slaying of animals,
capital punishment or thekilling of enemiesin
war.What it doesforbidisall killingnot explic-
itly authorized.

Author of Joshua books aims to go ‘ever deeper into what Jesus was like’

By Michael Hill
Associated Press Writer

ALTAMONT, N.Y. — Joseph
Girzone could alwaystell astory.

Asayoungpriest, hesays, he' dshare
talesabout Jesuswith rapt high school
kids and deliver sermons after taking
the pul pit with zero preparation — to-
tally reliant on the grace of God.

L ater camehisbest-selling“ Joshua’
books, folksy storiesabout al atter-day
Jesus figure who lives in a cottage,
carveswood, helpswiththedishesand
heals people.

Atage72,Girzone'sstorytellingtal -
ent is still bearing fruit. A movie was
released thisyear based on his Joshua
character. Hisnovel, “ TheMessenger,”
cameoutinApril andthismonthbrings
his 16th book, “ Trinity.”

The new book aims to explain the
holy Trinity — abasic mystery of Ro-
man Catholicism. But since it’s by
Girzone, it triesto shed light on same
topics he has grappled with since his
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sermonizing days: Who was Jesus?
How did hethink? How did hefeel?

“It'sacontinuousstraininmy life,”
he says “going ever deeper into what
Jesuswaslike.”

Girzone is ruddy-faced with white
hair. Heis quick to laugh and an ani-
matedtalker. Telling onestory about an
old Irish priest he slips into a faux
brogue.

Helivesfor much of theyearinabig
white house on a hillside overlooking
theAlbany area. Thelargely immacu-
|ate home — the exception is his di-
shevel ed office— doesdoubleduty as
asiteforreligiousretreatsheregularly
runswithaDominicannunnamed Sis-
ter Dorothy Ederer.

Girzone grew up nearby in Albany
(serving as an altar boy in the same
church as another future author, Will-
iam Kennedy) and went into the semi-
nary asateenager. After teaching high
school intheBronx, heserved asapar-
ish priestintheAlbany area.
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Back then, his writing consisted
mostly of reportsand weekly lettersin
the church bulletin, which proved
popular. While priests typically write
sermons, Girzone essentially ad-
libbed, all the better to let God guide
him, hesays.

Seriouswritingcameafter heretired
fromparishworkin 1981 inthefaceof
stress, high blood pressure and ahigh
risk of stroke.

Hewaslivingwith hissister Marga-
ret Mary when he wrote “Joshua,” a
“what if” parable of Jesuswalking the
earth today. Joshua is tolerant of
people's weaknesses but intolerant of
piety and heavy-handed church au-
thorities. Girzonekept thetalesimple.

Twenty-eight publishersrejected it.

“They saidthesekindsof booksdon’t
sell,” herecalled.

He printed 5,000 copies on hisown
for $12,000 and began selling them at
talks. Salesgrew by word of mouth. By
1986, Girzonewasspendinglatenights

shipping out books from his home as
“Joshua’ becameanunlikely best seller
for Waldenbooks.

In 1987, Collier Booksissued a pa-
perback “ Joshua.” 1t hassold morethan
3 million copies and its sequels have
sold morethan 1 million, according to
Doubleday, which has published
Girzone'slast 10titles.

The Joshua books can €licit strong
reactions. Fans say the books affirm
their faithby making Jesuscomealive.
Criticshavecalledthewritingsimplis-
tic. Conservative Catholicshavecriti-
cized Joshua’'s ecumenical nature and
willingnesstotakeonchurchauthority.

Girzone notes with satisfaction that
hesaw the Joshuabooksdisplayedina
window of aVatican book store.

“1 know they’ repopular over there,”
hesaid.

TheJoshuamoviecameoutinApril.
Init, F. Murray Abraham playsadisap-
proving priest. But thequiet, Christian
tale was not designed to compete for
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cineplex screensagainst blockbusters.
Crusader Entertainment’s Epiphany
Films opted to roll “ Joshua’ out mar-
ket by market, eventually showingiton
300screens. Thevideoand DV D were
released in October.

Girzone did not write the script and
hasdonelittleintheway of promotional
appearances. He says he has slowed
down since anillnessafew years ago.
Hiswriting sessions, hesays, arepunc-
tuated with snoozesin hischair.

State getsbetter

TOPEKA (AP) — An advocacy
group gave Kansas a better grade this
year for how itschildren arefaring but
worriesthat budget problemswill lead
the state to make harmful cutsin edu-
cation and social services.

KansasActionfor Childrengavethe
state agrade of “B,” an improvement
over the “C plus’ grade the state re-
celvedlastyear. Thereportindicatedan
improvement in accessto child care.

Hesaysheintendstowork aslongas
he hasthe strength and has started an-
other Joshua book.

It starts with Joshua walking down
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C. Since he looks vaguely Middle
Eastern and out of place, FBI agents
take him in for questioning. What
comesnext, God only knows, Girzone
sayswithalaugh.

“1 have no idea. God hasto tell me
pageto page what to put in next.”

. ’
kids' grade

The group released its report card
Tuesday and staged arally, with about
150school children present. Many held
signswithsloganssuch as“Kidsfirst”
and “More money for schools.”

ExecutiveDirector Gary Brunk said
Kansas Action for Children wants to
raisetheawarenessof children’sissues
and makesurethey’ rediscussed when
legidatorsand Gov.-el ect K athleen Se-
belius discussthe budget next year.
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g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street « Burlington, CO = (719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am
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Pastor: John Coumerilh
Weekend services
Sunday: \Worship Celebration
and Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250
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f Pastor: Leonard Cox
Il 399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School:

United Methodist Church

Worship Service: 10:15 am

Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

Pastor.

Winona:

10

9 am

9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.

J

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Seventh Day Adventist Church

1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Arlin Cochran « 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

899-3631
Pastor: Rev. Janet Hernandez
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonvrise Christian Church L{j

Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

R

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]

FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman ® 899-6161

L

Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm
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g\i goodland RBible Church q
|| 109 Willow Road = 899-6400 || Lﬂ

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am 5]

1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Pastor.
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am [

=

Wednesday: Call for location

Il
|| Morning Worship: 11 am
ii Evening Worship: 6 pm ii

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 « 899-6423
Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence: 899-0134
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am
Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am

Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment

Serving the rural community for over 100 years

Rt. 1, Box 180 = 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70

Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am

U{:

Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th « 899-7205

Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Pastor. Charlie Busch
694-2242

Sunday School: 10 am

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

good Samaritan Center

208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel

North Main

goodland Daily News

1205 Main

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main 1




