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commentary
from other pens...

In anti-terror war,
pentagon, FBI little help

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The high school textbooks say the president of
the United States runs the executive branch of government and rides
herd on avast bureaucracy assigned to carry out hisdirectives.

That’s not quite the way it works, say Daniel Benjamin and Steven
Simon, who describethetravails of President Clintonin trying, often
unsuccessfully, to get the Pentagon and the FBI to pursue Osamabin
Laden’'sal-Qaidaterrorist network.

Theauthors, both Clinton-eraNational Security Council expertsonter-
rorism, sharetheir thoughtsin anew book, “The Age of Sacred Terror.”

They say Clinton wanted to do something about al -Qai daoperations
inAfghanistanlatein hissecond term, hiscruise missileattacksonthe
group’sfacilitiesin August 1998 having achieved little.

He approached Gen. Hugh Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and said, “ It would scare the (expletive) out of al-Qaidaif sud-
denly abunchof black ninjasrappelled out of helicoptersintothemiddie
of their camp. It would show those guyswe'renot afraid.”

ThePentagon feared adebaclesimilar toApril 1980 when President
Carter dispatched helicoptersto I raninhopesof rescuing 52 American
hostages. The result was the incineration of two helicopters and the
deaths of eight servicemen.

Theauthorssuspect that Pentagon reservationsabout theClintonplan
ran deeper. The Pentagon, they point out, had an uneasy relationship
with Clintonvirtually from Day 1, when the White House began push-
ing to end discrimination agai nst homosexuals by the military.

They quoted asenior political appointeeat the Pentagonassaying that
Defensewas“ particularly unwilling to go out on alimb for Clinton.”

The authors say, Thomas Pickering, No. 3 at the State Department
under Clinton, worried someoneat Defensewould put out thestory that
the Clinton planwould * hazard thelivesof young Americansinawild
goosechase. ThePentagonhasagreat capacity tolet thingsleak tokeep
from doing them.”

LeeEdwards, whofollowspresidentia politicsat theHeritageFoun-
dation, saysall presidentshavehad difficulty with balky bureaucracies.

He recalled that President Truman, shortly before Dwight D.
Eisenhower’ssuccessionin 1953, said, “ Poor |ke. He'sgoing to come
in, givean order and think it'sgoing to be carried out.”

Paul Light, ananalyst at the Brookings| nstitution, said hewasnot sur-
prised Clintonfound resistanceat the Pentagon. “ DoD fightseverybody,”
Light said, using the shorthand term for the Pentagon. For apresident to
get abureaucracy to move, sometimes he hasto use atwo-by-four.”

Norman Ornstein, of theAmerican Enterpriselngtitute, said thecul -
tureof the Pentagon and the FBI is*to be suspiciousof everybody else
and to be proprietary about everything they do.”

Benjamin and Simon say Clinton had difficulty with what they de-
scribed astheindependent streak of FBI Director Louis Freeh.

Theauthorssay the FBI “wasat itsmost difficultinrefusingto share
investigative material that had acritical bearing on foreign policy.”

The agency, despite awealth of information, “contributed nothing
to the White House' sunderstanding of al-Qaida,” they wrote.

Freeh insisted his hands were often tied because of rules requiring
confidentiality in casesinvolving criminal investigations.

Anger over thepre-Sept. 11, 2001, performancesof the FBI and other
federal agencies prompted congressional inquirieslast month.

OnOct. 9, after “ Sacred Terror” was completed, Freeh offered ade-
fense before Congress of the FBI’srolein the counterterror effort.

“Thereisan absol utemisperceptionif thereisanotionwehaveaculture
whereinformationisnot shared,” Freehtold acongressional hearing.

HesaidtheFBI could havedonebetter if Congresshad approvedthe
reguest in 2000 for an additional 864 people. Hesaid he got five.

“Towinawar, it takessoldiers,” hesaid.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Bush has mandate t

Suppose, after campaigning asfuriously as he
did, President Bush had fallen short on Election
Day — say, just holding theHouseandlosing Sen-
ateseats. Democratswould surely say they’ dbeen
vindicated and Bush rebuffed.

WEell, the opposite happened. Bush did what no
president in 140 years has done except Franklin
Delano Rooseveltin1934— gainboth Houseand
Senate seatsinamidterm and recapturecontrol of
the Senatein the process.

In addition, the predicted massive Democratic
takeover of governorshipsdidn’toccur. Infact, the
partisanbalanceof control of statehousesmay still
tilt GOP. For sure, Republicans picked up every
governorship rated as close when Bush cam-
paigned.

So, Bush won a mandate Tuesday in away he
didn’tin 2000. It's not ahuge one, to be sure, but
onethat Democrats need to respect.

The 2002 election shifted the country’s politi-
cal center of gravity off the 50-50 dead-even po-
sitionwhereit stood after the2000 el ection—the
one that allowed Democrats to think they were
entitled to obstruct Bush’sagenda.

Evenif it wasn't exactly invoters headswhen
they cast their ballots, what they did on Election
Day wasto vote against divided government and
togiveRepublicansthechance— andtherespon-
sibility — to get things done.

A Fox News/Opinion Dynamics Election Day
phonepoll shows, in state after state, voterswere
highly consciousof thefact that they werevoting
not only for a Senate candidate, but also for con-
trol of the Senate.

In most states, more than 50 percent of voters
said party control was“very important” in deter-
mining how they cast their ball ots, and morethan
20 percent said it was* somewhat important.”

Clearly, amajority of thosewho cast ballotsthis
year want Republicanstorunthegovernment. It's
probably not abig majority, but it beats no major-
ity. Thecountry evidently doesnot want gridlock
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any longer.

Again, in state after state, the poll shows that
approval of Bushissky-high— 75 percentin Ar-
kansas, 66 percentinColorado, 77 percentin Geor-
gia, 69 percent in Minnesota, and 72 percent in
Missouri, New Hampshire and New Jersey.

TheFox poll suggeststhat Bush’sapproval rat-
ing among actual voters was higher than it was
amongregisteredvotersor likely votersinpre-elec-
tion polling, whereit tended to bein thelow 60s.

Democrats can say that Bush's polls are artifi-
cidly inflated by reaction to thewar onterrorism,
but it’salso afact that the Fox poll showed hisap-
proval ratingssurvived awidespreadfeelinginall
the key states— morethan 70 percent — that the
economy iseither “only fair” or “poor.”

What Democratswill do now isabig question.
Undoubtedly, therewill be hugefight inthe party,
withlibera sclaimingthat their candidatesweretoo
accommodating toward Bush on taxes and Iraq,
depressing turnout of base voters.

Ontheother hand, Senate M gjority L eader Tho-
masDaschle(D-S.D.) andHouseMinority L eader
Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.) would havebeen hard-
pressedtocall for repeal of Bush'stax cutsor vote
against him on the Iraq war resolution.

Gephardt, particularly, decided as a matter of
conscienceto support Bush onthewar and, ontax
policy, they both werein abind because most vul-
nerable Democratic candidates were fighting in
states and districtsthat Bush carried in 2000.

TheFox poll didestablish, however, that Demo-
cratsacrossthe country are deeply opposed tothe
Iraqwar — 78 percent in Arkansas, 84 percentin
Colorado, 78 percent in Minnesota, 80 percent in

s e\ S Tz

nat Dems should respect

Missouri and 77 percent in New Hampshire.

Thissuggeststhat Democratic presidential can-
didates who voted with Bush on the war —
Gephardt and Sens. Joe Lieberman (Conn.), John
Edwards (N.C.) and John Kerry (Mass.) — may
haveatoughtimein primariesagainst former Vice
President Al Gore, who has taken a strident anti-
Bush stand on both foreign and domestic policy.

What stancewill Democratstaketoward Bushin
the108th Congress?On someissues—likeperma:
nent extension of histax cuts— they well may try
to filibuster and obstruct because to do otherwise
would give away the heart and soul of Democratic
ideology.

But on other issues— including homel and secu-
rity, judicial nominations, medical mal practiceand
prescription drug coverage for seniors — Demo-
crats ought to respect the Bush mandate.

They shouldfight for what they believein, but use
the filibuster judiciously, lest they provide Bush
with another juicy target in 2004.

Bush and Republicans have won the chance tc
show whether their economic, domesticandforeign
policieswill work for the country.

TheFox poll showsthat, whilethey support Bush
now, votersare by no meanswedded to him look-
ingtoward 2004. Instateafter state, voterswerenot
ready to say they planonvotingtore-elect Bushin
2004 — just 36 percent in Arkansas, 33 percentin
Colorado, 40 percent in Georgia, 28 percent in
Minnesotaand 34 percentin New Jersey.

Thepercentage of voterssaying they planned to
voteagainst Bushwassignificantly smallerineach
state, butinvariably pluralitiessaidthey woul d wait
and see how things go before deciding.

Instead of beingthe* parity party” withthe GOPR,
Democratshave been reduced to being the opposi-
tion for the next two years. They have a duty to
oppose, but if they obstruct, they’ll pay a penalty
—aswill the GOPIf it overplaysitswinning hand.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

What does it mean to have the GOP In control

What doesit mean, theRepublican Party incon-
trol of White House, Senate and House of Repre-
sentativesall at once?

TheDemocratsaresostunnedthey can'ttell you.

Liberal commentators rant on and on about the
threat of the GOP turning the nation to theright.

Itisamomentousshiftin political power, but it
may turn out to be not that big adeal.

GeorgeBush hasdonetheimpossible. Hisparty
hasgained seatsand power inamidterm election,
something that almost never happens.

But he doesn’t have the kind of mgjority that
Lyndon Johnson won in the 1964 election. That
resulted in the greatest expansion of government
sincetheNew Deal, creating problemswe' redeal -
ingwithstill, and not even Republicansshould be
trusted with that kind of power.

Mr. Bush doesn’t have enough votes to make
sweeping changes. The Democrats will be sub-
dued, butthey’ll haveasay. Themajority —justa
coupleof votesin the Senate— will haveto deal
with them to get things done.

The GOP victory will change alot of things,
however.

Dozensof judgeswill beconfirmed by aRepub-
lican Senate tired of endless Democratic delays.
It'sabout time.

The Democrats apparently thought they could
hold off until Mr. Bush got tired of the fight or a
Democrat was elected to succeed him. Now the
natural progression of judicial change will take
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place, and the new judges on the whole will be
more conservative. Don't look for abortion to be
outlawed next year, however.

The change does bode well for permanent tax
cutsand other parts of the Bush program. Moves
toward war with Irag will become easier, though
it'sstill unlikely that awar will happen.

What happened?Why did peoplechoosetoback
apresident they’d only barely elected two years
ago?

Maybethey weretired of indecision. Sincethe
drawn-out 2000 €election, there’s been little cer-
tainty about who wasin charge in Washington.

Maybe people just decided that they wanted
someonein thedriver’s seat.

Morelikely, though, there’sjust been ashift to
the right by the whole country. People may have
decidedthey like Mr. Bush’sprogram of tax cuts,
tough action abroad and amore active defense at
home.

They know theeconomy isnot thebest, but they
also know that started before the Democrats | eft
office.

There may also be alingering effect from the
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Sept. 11 attacks last year and the war in Afghani-
stan. There' sapatrioticinfluenceabroadthat’shard
toignore.

Theinfluenceof all thosethingslikely combined
togiveMr. Bushhismagjority. Thedanger nowitthat
theRepublicanswill passabunchof ill-considered
laws. Thecountry oftenisbetter served by inaction,
because Congress usually manages to muck up
whatever good ideasit’sgiven.

Time after time, we get laws with more unin-
tended consequences than intended, more regul a-
tionsthan relief.

Fortunately, the GOPmajority isslim. Billswill
move slowly or not at all, and mistakes may be
avoided.

We can always hope.
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