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Chinas communists changing their mission

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BEIJING— Facinganeraof gallop-
ing change, China’'s communists
stepped into anew agetoday, sending
President Jiang Zemin toward retire-
ment, pushing ayounger generation of
leaders forward and changing their
missiontowel cometheemerging capi-
talist class.

Hu Jintao, the man expected to re-
place Jiang inthe monumental task of
running Chinain an era of rapid
change, becametheonly top politician
re-elected to the party’sruling elite.

It wasthemost solid sign yet of his
ascenttothetop of Asia slargest, fast-
est-growing country.

The59-year-oldvicepresidentisthe
odds-on favorite to succeed Jiang as
head of the party — and as president
in March — in the first truly orderly
transfer of authority sincethecommu-
niststook Chinain 1949.

Today, though, the message of the
party of Mao Zedongisnot revol ution
but prosperity — and continued rel-
evance in the eyes of an increasingly
sophisticated citizenry.

LONDON — Soldiers with anti-
quated equipment battled fires across
Britaintoday, strugglingtofill thegap
created by firefighters on a 48-hour
strike.

Threeelderly peoplediedfollowing
housefiresduringthefirst night of the
walkout.

Crewsof soldiersdriving 1950s-era

around the world

military trucks known as Green God-
desses to blazes around the country
provided only basicemergency protec-
tion. The government admitted the
coveragewasfar lessthanthat usually
provided by members of the Fire Bri-
gades Union, who are demanding
$49,600 a year, a 40 percent pay in-
crease.

The soldiers began work at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, when the firefighters
started thefirst of aseriesof threatened
strikes.

Unionmemberscrossed picket lines
to help soldiers at some fires where
liveswerein danger.

Itwasdifficulttoknow whether any
fire deaths resulted directly from the
strike, but Britain’s news media gave
intense coverage to the first three
deaths.

NATIONAL

LOSANGELES— Jewish Defense
Leagueleader Irv Rubin, who madea
career out of confrontingthosehecon-
siders enemies of Israel and the Jew-
ish people, died in ahospital after at-
tempting tocommit suicideinjail last
week, authorities said.

Rubin, 57, had been in amedically
induced comasince Nov. 4 but died at
about 11:45 p.m. Wednesday, said
Adelaida De La Cerda, a spokes-
woman at Los Angeles County-USC
Medical Center.

Federal officialssaid Rubinslashed
his neck with a prison-issued razor
blade on Nov. 4 and tumbled 18 feet
over arailingatthefederal Metropoli-
tan Detention Center.

The apparent suicide attempt oc-
curred just hours before Rubin wasto
makeacourt appearanceon chargeshe
alegedly plotted to bomb a Southern
California mosgue and the office of
Rep. Darrell E. Issa, R-Calif., whois
thegrandson of L ebaneseimmigrants.
Fellow JDL member Earl Krugel was
also arrested in connection with the
alleged scheme.

Hiswife, Shelley Rubin, hascalled
forafurtherinvestigationinthesuicide
attempt, believing Rubinwould not try
and kill himself.

But authoritiessaidinterviewswith
witnesses — including officers and
inmates — left no doubt about the
cause of Rubin’sinjuries.

Y ORK, Pa.— Six whitemen apol o-
gizedincourtfortheslaying of ayoung
black woman during 21969 raceriot,
but neither their remorse nor their
prisontermssoothedthegrief and out-
rage of thevictim’'skin.

“| feel likeit'saslapinmy faceand
my children’s face,” said Hattie
Dickson, 56, whowasdrivingthefam-
ily car the night her sister was am-
bushed by white gang members.

DOG, from Page 1

Little guy left alone on farm

andwatch Normaworking inside. Normawould open

him back.

would stay.

him,” hesaid.

the farm, she said, and sat still while people combed
knots and picked stickersout of hishair.

“Hejust went along with everything,” she said.

Al Ryan, Norma s brother, said he suggested hissis-
ter get adog after her husband died because he didn’t
like her living on the farm alone. Norma decided she
wouldtry-out Curly for 30days, Ryansaid, andif hewas
too loud or didn’t warn her about strangers, she’ d give

Norma knew Curly was a good watchdog, he said,
when one night the dog startled her with loud barking
andwasoutsidegrowlingandcirclingaman|ooking for
hel pbecausehiscar had brokendown. Whenthe30days
wasup, Ryan said, therewasno questionwhether Curly

“By that time she’d pretty much fallen in love with

Ryansaid Curly wouldsit outsidethekitchenwindow

treats.

well.

sheloved him.”

Forinformation call theanimal shelter at (785) 899-

6464.

thewindow totalk to the dog, he said, and throw him

After Normadied, Ryansaid, he' dstill seeCurly sit-
ting outside the kitchen window looking up at it.

“Thatwassad,” hesaid. " Itwaskindof hardtotake.”

Ryansaid Curly iscuriousand protectshisterritory

“1f therewasany movement onthat farmhewaswell
awareof it,” hesaid.

Rodgerssaid Curly getsalong finewith other dogs,
but she hasn’t seen hisreaction to cats.

“Heseemstobeareally good-natured guy,” shesaid,
notingthat she'ssurehecanbetrainedtoliveinahome.

Theanimal shelter ishoping tofind Curly an owner
who will bond with him the same way Normadid.

“HewassuchajoytoNorma,” Rodgerssaid. “1 mean
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The six suspects were given sen-
tences of up to three yearsin prison
Wednesday in the shooting death of
Lillie Belle Allen during 10 days of
racial violencein York.

During theriots, awhite police of-
ficer, Henry Schaad, was also killed,
morethan 60 peoplewereinjured and
100 were arrested.

The violence haunted the city for
years, but the case was dormant until
prosecutors opened it again in 1999.
They eventually brought charges
against 10 whitemen in the slaying of
Allen, 27.

A jury acquitted former Mayor
Charlie Robertson, apolice officer at
the time of the riotswho had been ac-
cused of handing out ammunition and
encouraging white gang members to
shoot blacks.

Twoother suspectswill besentenced
next month, and the 10th defendant is
awaiting trial.

PHILADELPHIA — The Federal
CommunicationsCommission’ sdeci-
sion to allow the merger of Comcast
andAT& T Broadband createsthelarg-
est cable company in the nation — a
behemoth that will have nearly twice
asmany customersasitsnearest com-
petitor.

Thecommission’s3-1voteWednes-
day marked one of the final stepsto-
ward completing the $29.2 billion
merger, which comes amid awave of
consolidation in the cable business.

The FCC dismissed consumer

groups’ concerns about potential
dominance by the new AT&T
Comcast, whichwould control 29 per-
cent of themarket with 27 million sub-
scribers, nearly twice as many as No.
2AO0L TimeWarner Inc.

“Thebenefitsof thistransactionare
considerabl e, thepotential harmsneg-
ligible,” FCC Chairman Michael
Powell said.

Following the FCC announcement,
the Justice Department’s antitrust di-
vision said it wouldn’t challenge the
merger.

Gene Kimmelman, the lead lobby-
ist in Washington for Consumers
Union, which publishes Consumer
Reports magazine, called the merger
“dangerous.”

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — A new Home-
land Security Department moved
closer to becoming reality after the
House easily passed a bill calling for
thelargest overhaul of thegovernment
in morethan 50 years.

TheSenateappeared ready tofollow
suit as Democrats, despitetheir reser-
vations over labor issues, no longer
could stop a government reorganiza-
tion that President Bush hascited asa
priority response to the Sept. 11 at-
tacks.

TheHousevoted 299-121 Wednes-
day night to establish the 170,000-
member department.

House Speaker Dennis Hastert, R-
1., said thebill “will enableour nation
to have the tools it needs to monitor,

track and prevent future terrorist acts
from happening again.”

The Senate, which began debating
themeasureWednesday, wasexpected
toactinthenext few days, and Senate
Magjority Leader Tom Daschlesaid he
expected the bill to pass.

The Cabinet-level agency would
combine22 different agencies, includ-
ing the Coast Guard, the Immigration
and Naturalization Service and the
Secret Service.

WASHINGTON — The Senate has
used one of thefirst votes of itslame-
duck session to accept apay raise for
the fourth consecutive year.

TheSenate, without debate, usedits
second vote on Wednesday to reject
58-36 a measure by Sen. Russ
Feingold, D-Wis., that would have
denied the congressional pay raise.

With the slumping economy and fi-
nancial markets, job layoffs and fed-
eral budget deficits, “thisisthewrong
time for Congressto giveitself apay
hike,” Feingold said in astatement.

The House cleared the way for the
raisein July.

Withthe 3.1 percent pay raise, sena-
tors and representatives will make
$154,700 next year instead of the
$150,000 earned thisyear.

Lawmakers' salaries have gone up
$18,000 sincethe end of 1999.

Under a 1989 law, congressional
cost-of -living pay raisespeggedtoin-
flation go into effect automatically
unlesslawmakersvoteto block them.

Sebelius forms groups to fix budget

SEBELIUS, from Page 1

While she said she would include
recommendations from the teamsin
her budget proposals for the state’s
2004 fiscal year, Sebelius again said
shewill leave budget problemsin the
current year to outgoing Gov. Bill
Graves.

Thoseproblemsincludeaprojected
deficit of $310 million on June 30,
which praobably will requirecutsinthe
state’s $4.4 billion budget.

Gravesalready trimmed $41 million
in spending, even after legislators ap-
proved$252 millionintax increasesin
May.

“The governor isworking on that,”
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shesaid. “1 will continuetowork with
the governor. My focusison’04. His
focusison’03.”

Sebeliuswasto haveaThursday af -
ternoon newsconferenceto announce
atoll-freetelephonehot lineande-mail
address that residents can use to con-
tact the teams.

During her gubernatorial campaign,
Sebelius promised the top-to-bottom
review of government whenasked how
she would handle the state’'s budget
problems. Some legislators, particu-
larly Republicans, whohavemajorities
in both legislative houses, were skep-
tical that theeffort wouldresultinsig-
nificant savings.

Outgoing Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer, a
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Republican, said heapplauds Sebelius
for having areview but noted that edu-
cationand social servicesconsume85
percent of the budget.

“Theproblemis, with 85 percent of
the budget tied up in education or hu-
man services, that’swhereyou’ re go-
ingto havetofind efficienciesto make
it work,” Sherrer said. “Those are ar-
easthat haven’t been overfunded.”

Sebeliussaid her review ismodel eg
after one in Texas. During her cam-
paign she also cited similar effortsin
Colorado, lllinoisandthecity of Mem-
phis.

“Until wehavesomeresults, people
will just haveto stay tuned to the pro-
cess,” shesaid.
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