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commentary

from other pens...

Despite election,
Dem chair seems OK

Terry McAuliffeled the Democratic National Committeethrough a
midterm el ection campaign in which hisparty lost control of the Sen-
ate, lost ground in the House and fell short of its goals for governor-
ships.

Some might think hisjob’sin jeopardy. Not so.

His specialty is raising money, and under the new finance rules,
Democratsneedall thehel pthey can get copingwithregul ationsmeant
to put the clamps on megabuck political contributions.

“It would be wrong to blame Terry McAuliffe” for the Nov. 5
election’s outcome, said South Carolina Democratic Chairman Dick
Harpootlian. “ Hewasnot themessageman, hewasthemechanicsman
and hedid hisjob great.”

When Republicanslost governorshipsin New Jersey and Virginiaa
year ago, Republican national Chairman Jim Gilmorequit under pres-
sure, both because of the el ection and internal tensionsin the party.

There certainly has been grousing from political analysts and party
veterans about the Democratic leadership, namely McAuliffe’'s overly
optimistic predictions, hislack of experience asapolitical |eader, even
hisclaimthat FloridaGov. Jeb Bushwasthenational party’sNo. 1target.

But that criticism hasn’t been coming from prominent elected offi-
cialswithinthe party.

Asapast fund-raiser for Rep. Dick Gephardt and former President
Clinton, McAuliffe has powerful aliesin the party. When Boston got
the 2004 Democratic convention thisweek, he strengthened tieswith
Massachusetts Sens. Ted Kennedy and John Kerry.

Following last week’s election, Gephardt stepped down as House
Democraticleader after trying four timesunsuccessfully toreclaimthe
Housefor Democrats, possibly torunfor thepresidency. That may have
satisfied any immediatedesirefor achangein Democratic leadership,
some observerssaid.

AndMcAuliffe, a45-year-old businessman from Syracuse, N.Y., is
now intent on taking advantage of hispet project for the past two years
— developing recordsand fund-raising systemsthat will keep Demo-
crats afloat under the new campaign finance laws. Those laws bar the
national party committees from accepting unlimited corporate and
union donationsknown as* soft money.”

McAuliffe made his name by his skill at raising soft money, which
helped equalizethe Republicans’ natural advantagein fund raising.

“We' renow goingthroughthecountry doing ananalysisof whoturned
out, whodidn’t turn out,” McAuliffesaid in an interview thisweek.

McAuliffe also recounted the work on fund raising and voter files
he’'sdonefor the party — afavoritetopic.

Henotestheparty hasupdated itsvoter filesand e-mail liststo com-
petewith the GOPfor limited individual contributionsknown ashard
money. The party hastripled its direct mail fund-raising baseto 1.2
millionin the past two years, and updated voter files, to correct infor-
mation about 27 million voters.

“Thereisasensehehasbeguntheprocessof convertingtheparty from
softtohardmoney,” said political analyst ThomasMannof theBrookings
Ingtitution. “ Itwould berisky to changel eadershipat thiscritical point.”

TheDNC tripled theamount of money it contributed to state parties
for the2002 campaignfrom $4.4millionfour yearsagoto$15million,
McAuliffesaid. The DNC raised $140 millionin the cycle, compared
with $98 millionin 1998.

Thechairman’swork at raising money and hel ping state campaigns
hasearned himplenty of alies, but afew aregrumbling about campaign
choices, especialy in New York, where Democrat Carl McCall failed
inarunfor governor.

“South Carolinahasbeenastateignored by theDNC until thiscycle,”
said South Carolina sHarpootlian. “ Terry McAuliffedelivered onev-
ery promise he made.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

Steve Haynes, President
> ) Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
#" Rachel Hixson, Managing Editor
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor

Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales

Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

2002

ASSOCIATE
MEMBER
COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl
Teneile Lovelace John Lapka

nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor NewYear's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

The Shermziqucorporatingfag SYERMAN, COUNTY

County Herald ST*R

Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001

Nor’West Newspapers
Haynes Publishing Company

ETTA ©2002 FORT WORTA STAR-TELEGRAMA~——o

HULME

-— -

o
A\
(S \
o'
(XX
O
%

“
Q‘\ 5
RS
O O
shetted
RO
«““".‘:“".\‘
%
“" )
\ @
%
v

v o
::‘\“‘:“ )
S
\““

¢
¢":'

::a'

O

":‘

YOLP
s

S

v

A

O
et
AR

3

9%,

o
‘5
(%)
%
e

\\

t“‘
\)
4

O
““‘
3

V“‘
A “
X
)
s
o
o

X

'-‘ "

\
]
o
4

3
o
8
4' p“
2
5

R

)

‘\
0
v .‘
A
W
)]

RESEARCHERS DISCOVER A SAFE INCAPACITATING

AGENT WHICH PUTS PEOPLE TO SLEEP QUICKLY ~

Life seems to be passing too quickly

| don’t know about you, but for me, all too
quickly, lifeispassing away.

Oh, I’'m not inimmediate danger of dying, but
after al, we'reall dying.

Peopleareawaystalking about senior citizens:
some are happy to be seniors (“considering the
aternative,” they say) and othersarecomplaining
about those who have aged (somewell, some not
sowell).

Sol thought I” d offer thefollowing thoughtsby
an unknown author to all:

“Senior citizensare constantly being criticized
for every conceivable deficiency of the modern
world, real or imaginary. We know we are sup-
posed to take responsibility for all we have done
and not blame others. But, upon reflection, we
wouldliketopoint outthat itwasNOT thesenior
citizenswho took:

Themelody out of music,

The pride out of appearance,

Theromance out of marriage,

Theresponsibility out of parenthood,

Thetogetherness out of the family,

f ® commentary

Thelearning out of education,

Theservice out of patriotism,

Thereligion out of school,

The Golden Rulefrom rulers,

Thenativity sceneout of cities,

Thecivility out of behavior,

Therefinement out of language,

The dedication out of employment,

The prudence out of spending, or

The ambition out of achievement,

And we certainly are NOT the oneswho elimi-
nated patience and tolerance from personal rela-
tionshipsand interactionswith others!!!”

Well, as | read all those things, it seems pretty
obviousthey werewrittenby aSenior Citizen. We
“aging” peoplewouldliketothink our musicmade

more sense (but how about “ Cement Mixer. Putty.
Putty” and“ Sh-boom, Sh-boom” ?), that wekept the
worldsafefor democracy (evenwhenwenow don't
bother tovote), lived sensibleand wonderful ly-tol -
erant lives (but hold agrudge against some minis-
ter we had as young adults), and that we have ter-
rificinter-personal relationship skills, but | wonder.

Maybe we could hear the words to our favorite
songs.

Maybewewereloyal to our jobs, but employers
our ages are now laying off thousands.

We may have had a greater sense of patriotism,
but maybewe downplayed Americaby giving our
children too many material things.

We may have (asagroup) tolerated morein our
marriagesand shied away from divorce morethan
theyounger people.

But | know somepretty crusty, cantankerousolc
people and some that seem pretty angry at some-
thing or other.

Maybe they’re just jealous of the lifestyles the
young peopleinsist on having. Who knows?

Maybethey’ rejust angry that lifewent by sofast.

| confess: | am a big phony

Everyday it seemsthat the tel ephone company
comesupwithsomenew servicedesigned specifi-
cally toget moremoney out of me. They know I’
buy anything— Call Waiting, Caler ID, Call For-
warding, Conference Calling, Automatic Redial
and Speed Dialing— I’ vegotitall.

And| wonder, how did| ever livewithout them?
Ohyeah, | forgot, I’ ve never made a conference
cal inmy life. I’ venever forwarded acall to any-
one. Haven'tgot aclueastohow | would go about
it. Somebody’sCaller |D would probably block it
anyway. But it'sagreat comfort to know | could
forwardacall if | wantedto. | could haveusedthe
Automatic Redia lastmonthwhenl| calledmy sis-
ter, but | forgot | had it. It turns out she had Auto-
matic Missed Call and got back to meright away,
soitall worked outintheend.

Thephonecompany saysalot of these services
arefree. My basichill is$24 amonth. It usedtobe
$18. Buttheextrasarefree. Or $6 amonth, depend-
ing onwhosenormal acceptabl eaccounting prac-
ticesyou use. If they can get 200 million custom-
erstospendanother 75 centsamonthfor somenew
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service, their CEO can buy an even bigger man-
sion and get his company to pay for aManhattan
apartment hecan liveinfor freefor therest of his
lifeevenafter he'sleft thecompany. Or they could
lower your bill. Whichonewill happenfirstdoyou
think?

With that much money out there, they’ rework-
ing on new services even as you read this. Soon
you'll be offered thingslike:

—“Caller Drop.” Unlike Call Waiting, thereis
no annoying beep while you're on the phone. It
electronically hangsup onwhomever youaretal k-
ing to and lets the next caller through. You don’t
havetosay, “I'll getback toyou,” or “Let metake
thiscall.” It getsrid of thefirst call automatically

City should keep trash system

Tothe Editor:

Goodland hasanew problem so it seems, The

Goodland trash issue has many citizens aroused.

The two city commissioners who say “We
aren'tinthetrashbusiness,” arequitewrong. They
should step asideand| et someonequalifiedfill the
chairs.

The present trash system between Sherman
County and Goodland isworking fine.

Sherman County should not takeover thetrash
collectionin Goodland. Why? These aretwo dif-
ferent local governments.

Would anyone think Sherman County should
take over the snow removal and street repair in
Goodland also?
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the landfill on their own without the tipping fee
from Goodland andwiththetippingfeefromother
close by counties, would do quitewell.

Sherman County commissioners should not
sign avery complicated agreement with future
headaches, just to solve Goodland' sfeud.

Wehaveone, maybetwo County Commission-
ersthat will stand firm.

From the information | have gathered froma  Lloyd Harden
reliable source, Sherman County could carry on ~ Goodland
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for only an extradollar amonth. If you want only
your mostimportant callsdropped and at theworst
possibletime, ask for Caller Drop Extra.

—“Just Checking.” Phonehasn’trunginquitee
while?Why worry that it may not beworking, that
you may bemissingimportant calls. For penniese
day (150 of them), they will automatically ringyour
phoneat randomtimesupto 10timeseach 24 hours
to makesureyour bell isworking. Add $2 amonth
toblock “ Just Checking” between11p.m.and6am.

— Who Needs EnemiesWith FriendsLikeThis
Plan. Give the phone company the names of five
people you really don't like and they’ || have their
most obnoxioustel emarketer call themthreetimes
aday for asolid month. Be sureto tell them what
timeyour “friends’ eat dinner andwhat timethey’ll
usually beinbed sothey canmakesuretocall them
at themost inconvenient time. For anextramonthly
charge, they’ll give their phone number to both
major political parties and thelocal public televi-
sionstationandtell themyour “friends’ havemade
phone contributions before.

— “Wrong Number Speed Dialing.” Stop wast-
ingyour timedialing randomwrong numbers. Dial
*55 and | et the phone company dial awrong num-
ber for you. It's easy, it's simple and best yet, use
Wrong Number Speed Dialing during off-peak
hoursandyou'll get the biggest savings. Useit of -
tenand save.

Jim Mullen isthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoir of Life After the City” (Simonand
Schuster, 2001). He also contributes regularly to
Entertai nment Weekly, where he can bereached at
jim_mullen@ew.com
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" IGNORE HIM, HE'S JUST TRYING Tg
GET ATTENTION, "




