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commentary
from other pens...

1847 1ssues put stamp
on U.S. postal system

By Lawrence L. Knutson

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON —Whenthey wereissuedin 1847, thefirsttwoU.S.
postage stampswere useful symbolsof national unity inan unsettling
time of war and sectional discord.

Thetwo stamps, oneared-brownfive-cent portrait of colonial post-
master Benjamin Franklin, the other ablack 10-cent image of George
Washington, hel ped |etter writers span the continent and |eap oceans.

Printed over four years, thefirst 4.6 million stamps were followed
by trillionsof others, each backed by theUnited Statesgovernment and
each aminiaturework of art.

The largest exhibit ever of the 1847 stamps is on view at the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Postal Museum.

Thedisplay of hundredsof stamped | etters, includinganarray of lacy
valentines, showswherethey originated and to whom they were sent.
It showstheir history inthetownmarksand cancellationsthey acquired
under the scratching pens of the nation’s postmasters asthey traveled
by road, rail and steamboat.

Theexhibit’ shighlightsincludeadiscovery: two proof panesof 100
stamps each, one for each denomination. They were found in an en-
graving company’sfilesjust five years ago.

“No other panes of 100 exist,” said Wilson Hulme, aformer Navy
submariner, business executive and stamp collector who is now the
postal museum’ scurator of philately. “ They weredonefor purposesof
the printers being able to demonstrate the quality of their work. They
arejust gorgeousimpressions.”

Other gems never before on display include the 1847 Indiaink-and-
pencil sketchesof the proposed designsfor thetwo stampsand an 1847
letter that describesthem. The designs, previoudly used for bank notes,
areattributedtoAmericanartistAsher Durand, aprominent engraver who
becameoneof thel eadinglandscapepaintersof theHudson River school .

“You arelooking at great rarities,” Hulmesaid. “ The bulk of the ex-
hibitisafabulousholding of 1847 coversthat show how they wereused.
It'sbeautiful stuff. To seeit all in one place at onetimeisunique.”

Asamomentintime, theyear 1847 marked aturningpointfortheU.S.

That year, Americansweresinging “ Columbia, Gem of the Ocean;”
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow published “Evangeling;” Irish immi-
grants arrived by the tens of thousands and the Mormons began their
trek tothe Great Salt Lake.

In 1847, thenation also fought itsfirst foreign war, aone-sided con-
test with Mexico. All of Californiacameunder U.S. control, to befol-
lowed by ahuge stretch of the Southwest.

These events led to ferocious debate over allowing slavery in the
newly acquired territories. On March 3, 1847, the day Congress ap-
provedtheissuing of adhesivepostagestamps, theHousevotedtoclose
the new lands to slavery. Although that effort died in the Senate, the
furor intensified. The Civil War began 14 years|ater.

Thefirst two stamps— thefive-center for destinations of up to 300
miles and the 10-cent issue for more distant addresses — were soon
bringing the mail to people throughout the new territories and across
the existing 29 states.

Theworld'sfirst postagestamp, Britain’s" Penny Black,” wasissued
in 1840. Within amonth, Sen. Daniel Webster of M assachusetts sug-
gested the United Statesfollow suit. It took seven yearsfor Congress
toagree.

The new stamps were relatively expensivein an erawhen a penny
bought a daily newspaper, 10 cents paid for a pound of coffee and a
|aborer earned adollar aday.

Thepostal museum’ sexhibit of therarest and mostinteresting of these
rarestampsand stamped envel opesdrawsonitsown holdingsand from
important American and international collections.

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. Knutsonhasreported on Congress,
the White House and Washington's history for 35 years.
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1F GRAVES CUTo
EXECUTIVE EXPENSES
SEBELIUS WILL HAVE TO
UsE HER OWN PEN TO
CUT THE REST OF THE BUDGET.

Fall bringsto mind many thingsincluding har-
vest, Thanksgivingandfootball. Spiced nutsmake
aperfect finger food for holiday buffetsand other
gatherings. Inthecookbook “ Party Nuts!” by Sally
Simpson there are numerous recipes for making
spiced nuts.

Buy nutsfromagood sourcethat sellslotsof nuts
to get the freshest including wholesale clubs and
church ladies. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church sells
nutsevery fall obtainedfromagrower. Tovisitwith
someone call Carol Pettijohn at 899-6241.

Have fun, experiment with different kinds of
nuts. Don’t worry about subtl ety. Seasoningsneed
tobestrongto offset thedenserichnessof thenuts
themselves. You cando anything with pecansthat
you can do with walhuts and the same goes for
almonds and hazelnuts. Nuts need to be stored in
thefreezertoensureagainst rancidity. Iltwon't hurt
to refrigerate most nuts for up to three months.
Toasting nutswill intensify their flavor.

Toasting nuts

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Placeraw nutson
baking sheet or pan. It isnot necessary to grease
orlineit. If your ovenisuneventurnthenutsonce
or twice. The following chart will give approxi-
matetimefor lightly toasted nuts.

Almonds, Hazelnuts, Macadamias - 12 to 15
minutes

Peanuts - 15 to 20 minutes

Pecans, Pinenuts, Pistachios, Walnuts- 10to 12
minutes

Brittles can be made with more than peanuts. |
particularly likealmond brittle.
Your basic nut brittle
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup water
11/2to 2 cupslightly toasted almonds, pecans,

Going nuts
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or pistachios or the party nut of your choice,
chopped or left whole

Lineabaking sheet with parchment paper. But-
ter an offset spatula.

Placesugar andwater inalarge, heavy saucepan
and bringtoaboil over high heat. Continueto boil
until sugar is dissolved about 5 minutes. Reduce
heat to mediumand simmer until it reachesthehard
crack stageiscinnamon colored, 300 degreesona
candy thermometer, 12 to 15 minutes.

Quickly stir in the nuts and pour immediately
onto prepared sheet. Using buttered spatul aspread
asthinly aspossible. Set asideto cool andbreak into
largepieces. Storeinairtight container. Itwill keep
two to threeweeks. Makes 2/3 pound.

Hot cayenne Tabasco almonds

2 cupsraw wholeamonds, blanched or skinon

2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted

2 tablespoons Tabasco Sauce (any variety)

2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce

1 teaspoon garlic powder

1/2 teaspoon dry mustard

1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper

11/2 teaspoons kosher salt

Preheat oven to 250 degrees. Line baking sheet
with parchment paper.

Place all ingredients, except the sdlt, in alarge
bowl and toss until nuts are well coated. Transfer
nuts to the prepared sheet and arrangein asingle
layer. Place in the oven and cook. Stir every 15

minutesuntil thenutsaredarkened not burnt, about
45 minutes. Remove from the oven, immediately
loosen nutswithmetal spatul a, sprinkleevenly with
salt, and set aside to cool before serving. Makes 2
Ccups.

Bbq pecans

3tablespoonsunsal ted butter, melted or vegetabl e
oil

2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce

1 tablespoon ketchup

1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce

1/2 teaspoon chili powder

1 teaspoon kosher salt

2 cupsraw pecan halves

Preheat ovento 200 degrees. Lineabaking sheet
with parchment paper.

Place melted butter, Worcestershire, ketchup,
Tabasco, chili power and salt in a medium sized
bowl andstir. Add pecansand mix until well coated.
Transfer pecans to baking sheet and arrange in &
single layer. Place in the oven and bake, stirring
frequently, until lightly browned about 30 minutes.
Removefrom the oven and drain the nuts on paper
towels. Servewarm or let cool. Makes 2 cups.

Pinenutsareal so called pignoli and pinons. They
are harvested from pinetreesand can befound in-
sidethe pine cone.

Pesto pinenuts

2 cupslightly toasted pine nuts

3tablespoonspesto (storebought or homemade)

1 tablespoonsfinely grated parmesan cheese

1 teaspoon kosher salt

Place al ingredientsin alarge bowl and toss tc
combine. Transfer nutsto alarge platein asingle
layer and set asidetodry for at least 2 hours. M akes
2 cups.

\oters leave goverment divided among three parties

By John Hanna

AP Political Writer
TOPEKA—Inthisyear’sgeneral election, vot-
ersleft each of Kansas' three major political par-
tieswith astrong base of power within state gov-
ernment.

Each party — Democrats, Republicansaligned
with outgoing Gov. Bill Graves, and Republicans
who'’ ve often been at odds with him — cannot
achieveitspolicy objectivesonitsown.

Eachwill beforcedtobuildlegidativecoalitions
toaccomplishitsgoals. Coalitions may formand
dissolveissue by issue, or two groups may work
together regularly.

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius, aDemocrat, and
Attorney General-elect Phill Kline, aRepublican,
aready are trying to build governing coalitions,
two monthsbeforethey’ re sworninto office.

“We'rereally going to enter an eraof coalition
government,” saidoutgoing L t. Gov. Gary Sherrer.

Thestate' sthree-party systemisaproduct of the
Republicans’ traditional dominance of Kansas
palitics.

Nearly 743,000 of the state’'s1.6 millionregis-
teredvotersareRepublicans, comparedto 441,000
Democrats, about 27 percent of thetotal. Thestate
has 420,000 unaffiliated voters, who account for
26 percent of thoseregistered.

Of thed44 governors,including Sebelius, 32have
been Republicans. During the past century, only
one Democrat has served as secretary of state—
Larry Ryan in 1949-51 — and legend has it that
voters were confused because heran against Re-
publican incumbent Frank Ryan.

But dominance hasn’t brought peace. A split
among Republicans has existed for decades.

IN1912,the GOPsplit over Teddy Rooseveltand
his progressive Bull Moosers. During the 1950s,
it split among adherentsto President Eisenhower
and Ohio Sen. Robert Taft. Duringthe1970s, there
were self-styled progressives like then-Senate
President Richard Rogersand themoreconserva-
tive“cavemen” hecriticized.

TheGOPsplit might goback to statehood, when
thefirst governor, CharlesRobinson, feuded with
oneof Kansas firsttwoU.S. senators, JamesL ane.

Another roundof infightingintensifiedin1994,
when Graveswon the governor’s race but David
Miller won the GOP state chairmanship.

Since then, the lines have been fuzzy between
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the two camps.

Abortion has been key. Abortion rights advo-
cateshavesided most oftenwith Graves.Abortion
opponents have opposed him.

Thisyear’sissuewasawillingnessto accept tax
increases to prevent cuts in education and social
services, with Graves|eading the push.

Gravesand hisalliesconsider themsel vesmod-
erates; his GOP criticsaredescribed as conserva-
tives. Thelabel shave become shorthand for an“|
know one when | see one” test, usually based on
whether a Republican is strongly aligned with
Gravesor not.

Whatever thelines, thesplitisreal and ongoing,
andvotersappearedtogiveneither factionastrong
advantage.

Moderatesstill control theleadershipinthe Sen-
ate, whereRepublicanshavea30-10mgjority. No
seatswereontheballot thisyear. Secretary of State
Ron Thornburgh, who won athird term, and In-
surance Commissioner-elect Sandy Praeger and
State Treasurer-elect Lynn Jenkinsareconsidered
moderates.

Returning members and members-elect pick
new House leaders on Dec. 2, with Republicans
holding an 80-45 majority. Evenif aconservative
isn't named speaker, that wing of theparty islikely
tocontrol alargeenough number of votestoinflu-
encepolicy.

The most prominent conservativein state gov-
ernment will beKline. He has promisedto pursue
tougher sentencing laws and interpret a state law
restrictinglate-termabortionsmorenarrowly than
his predecessor, Carla Stovall, aRepublican who
favored abortion rights.

But Klineiswooing moderatesand even Demo-
crats. Histransitionteamincludespast supporters
of Sen. David Adkins, R-Leawood, a moderate
whom Kline defeated in the GOP primary, and
Wyandotte County Sheriff Leroy Green,aDemo-
crat.

“Certainly, | needtobuildsomebridges,” Kline

said duringanewsconferencelast week. “We'll do
what we can to make sure people are welcomein
that office.”

TheDemocrats' power baseinstategovernment
isthestrongest one— thegovernor’soffice, occu-
pied by Sebelius, theparty’sonly statewideoffice-
holder.

But Sebeliuswon’t be ableto get any initiatives
passed without Republican votes.

Of course, Sebeliusunderstandswell theposition
she'sin, having run as a Democrat for statewide
office. Shewouldn’t havewonif her record $4 mil-
lion campaign had failed to attract Republican
votes.

ShenamedAdkinsasoneof fiveteamleadersin
her top-to-bottom review of state government.

“1 think what the challenge will beishow to put
together aworking coalition to move things for-
ward,” Sebelius said in arecent interview. “I’ve
awaysassumed that.”

Thestatewill begoverned by codlition. Theques-
tionsat any timenext year will bewhichtwo of the
state’ sthreemajor political partieshaveformedthe
alianceand how longit will last.

EDITOR SNOTE: Palitical Writer John Hanna
has covered state government and politics since
1987.
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