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Saints and sinners: The Sixth commandment means?

Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus
20:14 and Deuteronomy 5:18)

“What doesthismean?

“We should lead a chaste and decent lifein
word and deed, and each love and honor his
spouse.” (Numberingsand definitionsarefrom
Martin Luther’s Small Catechism)

Most societies throughout history have had
laws and customs to deal with sexual inter-
courseby amarried personwith someoneother
than his or her spouse.

In not all societies, however, has adultery
been treated asacrimeasit wasunder Mosaic
Law. English common law held that only the
womanwasto blameinanact of adultery but it
was hot a crime, only a moral wrongdoing.

Fines, whippingsandimprisonment wereused
tocurtail adultery in Puritan colonies. Statutes
provided for thedeath penalty but it wasrarely
inflicted. Ilamiclaw allowed amantokill his
wifeif she were caught in the act of adultery.
Mere suspicion that hiswife had been unfaith-
ful was grounds for a Muslim husband to di-
vorcehiswife.

At the other end of the spectrum, some so-
cietieshaveeven sanctioned adultery. I n cer-
tain Eskimo groups, a husband may lend his
wifetoavisitor. Butif thewifetakesher own
initiativeto do so, her husband could punish
both her and her partner. Ancient Jews con-
sidered adultery to be athreat to family sta-
bility, which was a keystone of the Jewish
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nation and culture. Adulterers, therefore, re-
ceived the death penalty.

Rev. Joseph Fletcher, an Episcopal minister
who is known as “the father of Situation Eth-
ics,” added theword “ordinarily” to thiscom-
mandment, as he did to others. Thus, in
Fletcher’'sversion, it would read, “ Thou shalt

not commitadultery — ordinarily.” Inthisview,
theremay besomesituationswhereadultery is
acceptable, or, at least, excusable. Modern so-
ciety, by andlarge, appearswillingtolivewith
thisinterpretation, which is reinforced by an-
other dictum of Situation Ethics: “Monogamy
isagainst human nature.”

Jesus’ knowledgeof human nature, however,
led him not to soften the demands of thiscom-
mandment, asthefollowersof Situation Ethics
havedone, but to broadenitsapplicationtoin-
cludethosewho commitadultery intheheart.”
Itwasthisthat brought forth President Carter’s
confessionthat there had been occasionswhen
he had lusted after awoman.

Martin Luther extended thiscommandment’s

applicationevenfurther. Hesaidweshouldleac
a“chaste and decent life and each love anc
honor hisspouse.”

Jack Lemmon,in“TheApartment,” explains
why hetakeshisshirtstoAndre’sFrenchlaun-
dry. He saysit is because he never hasto tell
Andreheloveshimwhenhepicksuphisshirts!

Itispossiblethat oneof thereasonsmarriages
fail — or at least fail to be what they might be
— isthat spouseshaveforgottento say, “I love
you.” Or, asin the case of Lemmon, it has be-
come achore. It may not be the main cause of
husbands or wives wandering off the marital
range, but it could be acontributing cause.

Try saying “| love you” more often to your
Spouse.

Ex-priest who was abuse victim has role as Catholic Church tries to reform

By Melanie Coffee
Assocated Press Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Bland
said he was molested by a Roman
Catholic priest asachild, but hislove
for the church remained and he later
becameaclergyman.

He joined areligious order and
served for seven years until he told
church officialswhat had been doneto
him years before. Their response —
disbelievingandimpassive, hesaid—
sparked hisdecisiontoleavethepriest-
hood.

Bland now findshimself inaunique
position to change how Catholiclead-
ers handle allegations of abuse: Heis
the sole mol estation victim on the Na-
tional Review Board, alay panel U.S.
bishops formed this year to monitor
how diocesesdisciplineaccusedclergy.

“I feltthiswasadifferent timeinthe
church, and the church waslooking to
truly reform and | wanted to be part of
that,” Bland said.

899-7368

Pastor: Rev. Steve R

Fourth & College » 899-
Sunday: Sunday School:
Morning Service: 10:30

Youth @ the Rock House: 7

Pastor: Don Crutcher
|| Fifth & Broadway

Sunday. Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Evening Service: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Adult Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.

Helping you focus upward in worship, inward

Many other victim advocates had
hoped to join the 13-member board,
and some questioned whether Bland
was the right choice. A counselor,
Bland works for the Archdiocese of
Chicago helping other abusevictims.

Susan Archibald, president of the
victim advocacy group The Linkup,
wondered whether a diocesan em-
ployee would challenge the system.
ShesaidBlandwas" ahand-pickedvic-
tim by the bishops.”

David Clohessy, national director of
the Survivors Network of Those
Abused by Priests, called Bland “a
good man in atough spot.”

“1 think that Michael must feel some
pretty awesome responsibility to rep-
resent the thousands and thousands of
survivors who have seemingly very,
very littlevoiceinthedecision-making
of our churchleaders,” Clohessy said.

But Bland welcomesthe challenge.
Hewantsto show that victimscanheal .

“| realize there’s some good indi-
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vidualswhohavedonegreat thingsand
someother individualswho havedone
horriblethings,” Bland said.

Blandgrew upinSt. Joseph’sChurch
in Carteret, N.J., where the priest he
saidmolested him, theRev. JohnHuels,
was associ ate pastor.

Bland said he considered Huels a
“rolemodel” beforetheclergymanbe-
gan abusing him, leaving Bland con-
fused and afraid.

Still, hefelt calledtobecomeapriest,
motivated partly by adesiretobeabet-
ter clergyman than Huels.

Bland was ordained in 1987 and
joined the Servites, a Chicago-based
religiousorder. In1994, hetold church
officia sthat Huel shad sexually abused
him about 20 yearsearlier.

Bland's attempt to hold Huels ac-
countable was complicated by Huel’s
rank: At that time, Huel swasaprovin-
cial leader of Bland's religious order
and ateacher at the Catholic Theol ogi-
cal Unionin Chicago.
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Bland's superiors asked him not to
tell hisfellow priestsor hisfamily, then
asked Bland to meet with their attor-
neys and reconcile with Huels since
both were priests. Bland felt isol ated.

“Itwasdifficultfor everyone,” Bland
said. “In the community they not only
had thevictim, but the perpetrator.”

Some of the clergymen who did
know tried to be supportive.

“All I told him isthat I'll stand by
you, I'll bewithyou,” saidtheRev. Gus
Kulbis, who served in the order with
Bland. “It was the only thing | could
think of saying.”

But Bland felt his order considered
hima“loosecannon” andhefelthehad
toleave.

“| felt somepeopledidn’t know how
todeal withmeortalk withme,” Bland
said. “1 think they respondedtothebest
of their ability — | guess | had hoped
for more.”

Bland went onto earn adoctoratein
clinical psychology and beganworking

part timein the Chicago Archdiocese
asacounselor tovictims.

Huels eventually did leave public
ministry. After Bland madehisaccusa-
tion, Huelsresigned hispositioninthe
Servite order and left the Chicago
schooal. Still, he continued teaching.

Thenin June, Bland wasamong the
victimstheU.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops invited to speak at their
meetinginDallaswherethey drafteda
national policy on handling guilty
priests. Inanemotional address, Bland
spoke of the devastation of abuse and
decriedthat hisperpetrator, whohedid
not name, continued to teach.

But Bland’stalk soon led to thedis-
covery that Huels was scheduled to
teach that summer at Saint Paul’sUni-
versity inOttawa, Canada. Theaccused
clergyman took a medical leave from
theschool and nolonger functionsasa
priest, Servite provincial Michael
Guimon said.

Huels did not return callsfrom The

Associated Press.

Bland'stalk cameat theheight of the
mol estationscandal s, whicheruptedin
January when Boston Cardinal Bernard
L aw acknowledged that heknowingly
reassigned a priest who had been ac-
cused of abuse. The crisis quickly
spread to other dioceses.

Thereview board hasgainedimpor-
tancesincethebishopsvoted | ast week
to revise their abuse policy to meet
Vaticandemandsthat they bal ancefair-
nessto priestswith help for victims.

Thepolicy doesnotimposesanctions
on bishops who fail to comply, so the
review board’s annual evaluation and
itswork with the bishops' newly cre-
ated Officefor ChildandYouth Protec-
tionwill beamongthefew meanstoen-
forcetheplan.

“Everyone (on the panel) loves the
church,” Blandsaid, “andisvery com-
mitted to prevention of child sexual
abuse and the healing of those af -
fected.”
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g\\! Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street « Burlington, CO = (719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am
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Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST

Pastor.

Winona:

Sunday:. Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

(A

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Arlin Cochran « 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am
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,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade « 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler ]

Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

] 899-3631 il
|| Pastor. Rev. Janet Hernandez ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
|| Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman = 899-6161

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw ||

Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm
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Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

United Methodist Church
Pastor: Leonard Cox
399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

R

109 Willow Road = 899-6400
Pastor.
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am [
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location d

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 « 899-6423
Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence: 899-0134
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am
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g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
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La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru

Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am 5]

U{:

Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch
694-2242
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

h 208 W. 2nd

good Samaritan Center

Koons Funeral Chapel
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