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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Sebelius should allow
sunshine into meetings

Not even waiting to be sworn into office, governor-elect Kathleen
Sebelius has shown she haslittle regard for one basic principle of de-
mocracy.

After winning the election handily this month, she wasted no time
naming team leadersfor her promised review of state government.

Though state-sponsored and at |east party state financed, she said
meetings of her team could be conducted behind closed doors.

Say that again?

Closed to the public.

Shetrots out the same old tired excuses used by every other public
officialswho triesto close ameeting:

“Wewant to make surethat they can operate with asmuch indepen-
denceandingenuity aspossible,” the governor-elect said, “and some-
times that’s a bit hampered if they’ re being observed by people they
may becritical of.”

In other words:

* Thetask forcemembersaresotimid they can't criticize state agen-
ciesinthe open.

* They havethingsto say they’ re embarrassed by.

* The people of Kansas don’t deserve to know what's going on, or
aren’t smart enough to understandit.

* They want to spring a package on us without any petty arguments
and bickering by thosewho don’t agree.

* The new governor and her team know what’s best for us, so why
don't wejust sit back and wait for it?

Oh, that’sdemocracy in action.

Ms. Sebeliusis making aterrible mistake here. In fact, you could
argue that closed meetings by a state-sponsored committee would be
illegal under the state Open M eetingsA ct, theso-called SunshineL aw.

If the Legislature were setting up the panels, the law would require
thesessionstobeopen. Butthereal pointisn’tlegality; it'swhat’sright.

Thisentire processought to be conducted out in the open, wherethe
entire state can watch and evaluateit.

What Ms. Sebeliusis saying, simply, isthat she doesn’t trust usto
understand what isgoing on. That’ swrong.

It'sour state, not hers, and wedeserveto know what these peopleare
up to. If the effort really is aimed at reshaping state government and
making it more efficient, the governor-elect has nothing to fear from
openness.

If shetruly believesthat she, and her team, know what'sbest for us,
she should reverse her stand and make these meetings open.

It might bemoreefficienttodraw upaplaninclosed sessions. That's
how it's done in your average dictatorship. But it's not the best way,
not theway wewould liketo seeKansasoperate. It'snoway for agov-
ernor to start her term.

Open the meetings, Ms. Sebelius, and let the sun shinein. — Seve
Haynes

Letter Policy
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Trouble follows when specific routine Is disrupted

We' vehad alittletruck troublelately.

It'skind of embarrassing, since both incidents
were caused by sheer stupidity — first mine and
then my husband's.

| ran out of gas, and it wasall my own fault.

| couldblamePat, but sincesherescued me, and
sincel knew | needed gas, she'snot to blame.

| just thought | could get alittle bit farther. If |
could have just gotten over one more hill, it was
all downhill totown.

Wedwaysfill thenewspaper delivery truck with
gaswhenwereturn fromarun. It'sarulel insti-
tuted yearsago.

But last month, the Oberlin delivery truck was
hauling our Norton paper. Normally, weonly run
on Tuesdays. That week, we had four runs. Steve
Smith, our regular driver, was off taking care of
hiswife, who was about to have ababy.

Pat went on Monday. | had Tuesday and Karla
had Wednesday. On Friday, Steve Smithwasback
ontheroad.

Pat took off for Goodland and picked up the
Norton papers, thendeliveredthemtoNortonand
cameback to Oberlin. Sheforgot tofuel thetruck.

Wl cynthia
haynes

® Open season

Tuesday morning, | immediately noticedthat the
tank wasn’t full, but knew that | could easily getto
Goodland to pick up the Oberlin papers.

| wasinahurry,andwhenl left Goodland, | didn’t
stop for gas, assuming that | could probably get
back to Oberlin on what was | eft.

Assuming and probably were not good.

At Selden, theredfuel light went on, but thetank
wasn’t out yet. | ran out one hill before Oberlin. If
| could have just made that last hill, | probably
would havehad enoughfuel to coastintotownand
uptothegasstations.

So it would have been athree-mile coast — so
what.

| didn’t makeit. It wasdrizzling and | was|ate,
but | did have my cell phone.

Pat answered my plea and came immediately

with acan of gasto get me on my way.

What | learned: Whenthelittleneedleonthegas
tank hitsthered E, itisn't kidding. Thereisn't an-
other galloninthere. Thereisn’tanother hill’ sworth
and trucksdon’t run well on good intentions.

That wasmy lesson.

Stevewasluckier.

We had just gotten out of the car ontheroadinto
Sappa Park about aweek ago and started walking
whenit started to rain. Steve had | eft hiscoat inthe
truck about ablock back.

At that point he also remembered that he had
locked the doors and | eft the keysin thetruck.

No, he hadn’t brought another set. What about
me?

| hadn’t even brought my purse. | was, however,
wearing my coat.

Weturned around and walked back to the truck,
dodging thedroplets.

Some people havejust dumb luck.

Thetruck window was down.

Stevenot only retrieved hiskeysand coat, hegot
thewindow rolled up.

Ohwell, town wasjust over the next hill.

The Apostle Paul made changes and sacrifices

M ost peopleareat | east somewhat familiar with
the apostle Paul’s | etters to individuals and con-
gregations which are recorded in the Bible, but
some may be unaware of the changes the apostle
madein hislifeto becomeaChristian.

The Bible at Acts 23:6 says, “Now when Paul
took note that the one part was of Sadducees but
theother part of Pharisees, heproceededtocry out
inthe Sanhedrin, ‘ Men, brothers, | amaPharisee,
ason of Pharisees.””

Paul’s parents were of the powerful religious
leaders of the day, the Pharisees. He would have
had power, prestigeand waslikely wealthy, asthe
Bible said he was educated by Gamaliel at Acts
22:3. Thisindicateshewasfromaprominentfam-
ily and received what would today beauniversity
education. He spoke at least Hebrew and Greek
fluently.

As aman zealous for Jewish traditions, Paul
persecuted and even killed Christians as he him-
self indicated at Acts22:4, 5. That scripture says,
“And | persecuted thisWay to the death, binding
and handing over to prisonsboth menandwomen,
asboththehigh priest andall theassembly of ol der
men can bear me witness. From them | also pro-
cured|etterstothebrothersin Damascus, and | was
on my way to bring also those who were there
bound to Jerusalem to be punished.”

Paul, also known as Saul, took part in stoning
Stephen to death as indicated in Acts 7: 58, 59:
“ And after throwing him (Stephen) out of thecity,
they began casting stonesat him. Andthewitnesses
laid downtheir outer garmentsat thefeet of ayoung
man called Saul . And they went on casting stones
at Stephenashemadeappeal andsaid, ‘ Lord Jesus,
receivemy spirit.””

How did the man, Saul, who killed and impris-
oned ChristiansbecomeaChristian himself?Acts
22: 6-11 tellsusPaul had avision whiletraveling
near Damascus and that a great light flashed out
of heaven and a voice out of heaven asked him,
“Why are you persecuting me?”’

When Saul asked who hewas, thevoicesaid, “|
am Jesus the Nazarene, whom you are persecut-
ing.”

Saul wasblinded and had to beled to Damascus
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where hewas taken to Ananias, who restored his
sight.

InActs22:14-16, Ananiassaid, “ TheGod of our
forefathershaschosenyoutocometoknow hiswill
and to see therighteous one and to hear thevoice
of his mouth, because you areto be awitnessfor
him to all men of thingsyou have seen and heard.
Andnow why areyou delaying?Rise, get baptized
andwash your sinsaway by your callinguponhis
name.”

After Saul’s conversion, he began an entirely
different lifestyle. He went from aman of wealth
andinfluenceto being part of agroupthat ishated,
persecuted and, at times, put todeath. Hewent from
being akiller of Christiansto risking hisown life
for Christianity.

In2 Corinthians6: 4-6, Paul says, “Butinevery
way werecommend ourselvesasGod sministers,
by theenduranceof much, by difficulties, by beat-
ings, by prisons, by disorders, by labors, by sleep-
less nights, by times without food, by purity, by
knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by
holy spirit, by lovefreefrom hypocrisy.”

Paul had endured much as a Christian and had
built such fine qualities as love, kindness, long-
sufferingand purity. Theformer murderer of Chris-
tians had been reformed.

Why did he tell other Christians they recom-
mend themselves as ministers by enduring such
hardships? When Christiansin the first century
werewillingto put forthsucheffort and suffer from
hunger and maltreatment, they demonstrated how
important God'swill wasintheir lives.

None of those Christians wanted to do without
food, be imprisoned or suffer beatings, but they
would not give up preaching, as Jesus had com-
manded them, in order to avoid such suffering.

Likewise, Christianstoday haveto make sacri-
ficesin order to have time for God. Television
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shows, moviesand advertising enticemany people
to want wealth and prominence and to desire im-
moral relationships.

But, Christianswill not havetimefor God while
working overtimeto pay for the biggest house, the
fanciest car or themost new gadgetsandwon’ t have
room for Godintheir liveswhile deliberately dis-
obeying hiscommandments.

To be a Christian requires sacrificing personal
desires when they conflict with God’s command-
ments or require more time to fulfill than we can
spare. But being a Christian is not merely about
suffering.

Psalm97: 11 says, “ Lightitself hasflashedupfor
the righteous one, and rejoicing even for the one
uprightin heart.”

Christians gain spiritual light from reading and
understanding God's word in the Bible and have
many reasonstorejoice. Wecana soenjoy thecom-
pany of fellow Christians, who are often referred
tointheBibleasbrothers.

Psalm 133: 1 says, “Look! How good and how
pleasantitisfor brotherstodwell togetherinunity!”

BeingaChristianrequireseffort and sacrifice, but
it brings rewards, not the least of whichisalong
and rewarding future.

John17: 3says,“ Thismeanseverlastinglife, their
taking in knowledge of you, theonly true God and
of the onewhom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”

TheapostlePaul sacrificed aprominent position
and wealth to be a Christian, and wewill likewise
haveto makesacrificestobeChristianstoday. But,
Paul knew it wasworth it, and gaining knowledge
fromthe Biblewill help us seeit’sworth today.

berry’s world

Recent news item:
People who talk fast are perceived as smart.
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