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from other pens...

The room where FDR
tracked \World War |

Onelook at thewallsin Franklin D. Roosevelt’ stop-secret WorldWar
I1 Map Room was enough to convey an accurate sense of the world-
wideebb and flow of theland and naval forces of the United States, its
alliesandtheir enemies.

Formerly aplacewherepresidential giftswereunwrapped, theWhite
House Map Room was lined with large-scale military maps. Troop
positions were marked in grease pencil on the clear-plastic overlays.
Black pushpinslocated German ships. Orange, gray, blueandred pins
charted the positions of Japanese, Italian, U.S. and British vessels.

TheMapRoomisetchedinthememory of GeorgeElsey, an 84-year-
oldveteran of threepresidential administrations. Sixty yearsago, Navy
Lt. Elsey and ateam of junior Navy and Army officersstaffed theMap
Room 24 hoursaday. With the president astheir chief client, theroom
becameaquiet center of American power inthemidst of history’ sgreat-
est war.

From here, FDR followed American troopsadvancing up the boot of
Italy, punching through France and landing on the sandy beaches of
Pacificislands.

“Oneglanceat themap showingtheconvoysheadingtowardthecoast
of Africawouldtell thestory,” Elsey said earlier thismonthasheshared
hismemoriesat aconference convened by theWhiteHouseHistorical
Association.

Because of theroom’ s secret nature no photographsor diarieswere
permitted. Discarded paperswereburned. Unauthorized visitorswere
barred. Thatincludedthepresident’sSecret Serviceagentsandtheval et
who pushed hiswheel chair.

Arrangedwiththepresident’sneedsin mind, theroominthevaulted
basement corridor wasnear the elevator FDR used toreach hisprivate
quarters. Desks and filing cabinets were centered to allow hiswheel-
chair torangethewalls.

“When the president arrived, a watch officer would take over and
carefully — but very nervously — push the president around theroom
sohecould seethemapshewantedtostudy,” Elsey said.” Thenhewould
push him over to adesk where he could review cablesand reports.”

Theroom had rootsin the 1898 war room established for President
M cKinley during the Spanish-AmericanWar. Butitsdirectinspiration
came from the portable map room installed by British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill when hevisited theWhiteHouseshortly after Pearl
Harbor. Impressed, FDR ordered onefor himself.

On alater visitin May 1943, Churchill asked for an update on the
submarinewar intheAtlantic. “1 just removed threeblack pins,” Elsey
replied, referring tothedestruction of three German subs. To hisaston-
ishment, Churchill beganleaping around theroom crying, “We' vegot
him!” We' vegot him!”

Once, in the quiet hours before dawn, Churchill walked in unan-
nounced to find an embarrassed Army captain standing at attentionin
hisunderwear. Late at night, when no visitorswere expected, the cap-
tain oftenremoved and hung up hisuniformtokeepit unwrinkled. The
prime minister, intent on the maps, paid no attention.

Elsey recalls showing Roosevelt a report from Gen. Dwight
Eisenhower that forcescommanded by Gen. George Patton, oneof the
Army’smost flamboyant officers, werejust 25 milesfrom Paris.

Thepresident readthecable, looked at El sey and said: “ Thenext thing
we' |l seeisapictureof old Georgeonawhitehorsewith spurson, riding
under theArcdeTriomphe. He' salmost asgood asold Doug MacA rthur
at getting publicity.”

“We were agroup with direct, intimate contact with two presidents
and their advisers during the greatest war in history,” Elsey said. “We
ran a primitive operation by today’s standards. There were no secure
communications. There were no scrambl er telephones.” Cableswere
delivered by courier from the War and Navy departments.
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The private side of Russia

Inthe cookbook “ A Year of Russian Feasts’ by
Catherine Cheremeteff Jones gives a glimpse of
the private Russia. Foreignerswho spendtimein
Russiacometorealizetherearetwo Russias- one
publicandoneprivate. Publicly Russiaistypically
cold and dark, backward and wary. Whilethepri-
vate Russiaisalmost always cozy and kind. Rus-
sian cookingisstill very tied to the seasonsof the
year and their history and the Orthodox Church.

Chicken with Walnuts, Garlicand Fresh

Cilantro (Satsivi)

Satsivi isaGeorgian dishwhose nameliterally
means* eaten cold”. Therearehundredsof satsivi
recipesbut thefour mainingredientsnever change
- chicken, walnuts, garlic and fresh cilantro. Itis
alwaysaccompanied by ahardy bread.

Chicken and stock

One3to 3 1/2 pound chicken

1 small onion, cut in half

3 parsley springs

3 bay leaves

7 black peppercorns

2 teaspoons salt or 2 chicken bouillon cubes

About 2 quartswater

Walnut sauce

1/2 cup sour cream

4 cupsreserved chicken stock (from above)

1 cup chopped walnuts

1 cup tightly packed fresh cilantro leaves

1/2 teaspoon salt

3tablespoons unsalted butter

| large onion, finely chopped

1 garlic clove, minced, or totaste

1 teaspoon ground coriander

1/2 teaspoon paprika

1/4 teaspoon cayenne, or to taste

3 tablespoons quick mixing flour

1/2 cup chopped walnut, for garnish
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1/3cupchoppedfreshcilantroleaves, for garnish

Combine chicken, onion, parsley, bay leaves,
peppercorns and salt in alarge pot to cook. Add
enoughwater to compl etely cover thechickenand
bring to a boil, skimming the foam as necessary.
Reduceheat tomediumand simmer, uncoveredfor
about 1 to 1 1/2 hours or until chicken is cooked.
After the chickeniscooked, remove and set aside
to cool. Strain the stock. Measure out 4 cups and
refrigerate or freeze the rest to use for something
else. Rinse pan and set aside to use to make the
savce.

Whenthechickencools, removeskinand bones.
Tear or cut meat into small pieces. Placeinabowl,
cover and set aside at room temperature.

To make sauce combine sour cream, 1/2 cup
chickenstock, walnuts, cilantroleavesand saltina
food processor and pulsetoathick puree. Setaside.

Meélt butter in the rinsed pan over medium high
heat. Add onionand sautéuntil light goldenbrown
about 5minutes, stirringfrequently. Addgarlicand
sautéfor 30 secondsmore. Add coriander, paprika,
cayenne, flour and cook for 30 seconds. Add re-
maining 3 1/2 cups chicken stock, bring to aboil,
whisking constantly, then reduce the heat to me-
diumand simmer for 2 minutes. Stirinwal nut pu-
ree and continue to simmer for 5 minutes, add
chickenandsimmer for 5minutesmore. Thesauce
should have the consistently of athin gravy. The
saucewill thickenasit cools. If youareserving hot

add moreflour if needed for the sauce to have the
right consistency. Removefromheat, cool toroom
temperature and refrigerate about 3 hours until
slightly chilled.

To serve, remove from refrigerator and bring to
room temperature. Adjust seasoning, transfer to
large bowl, garnish walnuts and chopped cilantro.
Serves61t0 8.

I ndividual M ushroom Casser oles(Zhulyen)

Thesetasty littlemushroom casserol esareastan-
dard appetizer on Russian restaurant menus. This
canbemadefrom any mushroomsbut themorefla-
vorful varietiesof shiitake, chanterelleor porcini are
the best. They can be assembled aday in advance,
refrigerated and then baked just before serving.

2 tablespoons unsalted butter

1 pound mushrooms(any kind) cleaned, trimmec
and cutintoquartersor sixths, dependingonthesize
of the mushrooms

1small garlic clove, minced

2 tablespoonsthinly sliced fresh chives

1/2 cup sour cream

3 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

salt and freshly ground pepper

3/4 cup (3 ounces) grated Gruyere or Fonting
cheese or amixture of both

Preheat ovento 425 degrees. Melt butterinlarge
heavy skillet over medium heat. Add mushrooms
and sauté, stirring until most of theliquid they re-
|ease has evaporated and mushrooms are nicely
browned, about 10 minutes. Stir in chivesand re-
movefromheat. Stirin sour cream and parsley and
season to taste with salt and pepper. Divide mush-
roomsamong4 or 5oven proof ramekinsplaced on
abaking sheet. Sprinkle the top of each oneliber-
ally withthe cheese. Bake until bubbly and thetop
iswell browned about 15 minutes. Serveimmedi-
ately. Serves41to5.

Sebelius, Dems face sticky wicket to solve budget

Democratshavecapturedthetop political prize
at the Statehouse, but it may be ashort-lived vic-
tory.

Consider the circumstances.

Kansasfacesabudget shortfall of $310 million
infiscal year 2003, whichendsJune 30. That defi-
cit swellsto more than $1 billion when factoring
in projected revenues and expendituresfor fiscal
2004.

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebeliusisthelone Demo-
crat holding statewideoffice, andfacesal egidla
ture controlled by Republicans — 80-45 in the
House and 30-10 in the Senate.

Compoundingthebudget crisisisthe2004 el ec-
tion cyclein the middle of Sebelius' term. Itisa
presidentia year, whichwill meanthousandsmore
Republicansvoting in a GOP-dominated state.

In 2004, al House and Senate seats will be up
for re-election. If shefailsto solvethe budget cri-
sis, the election could turn into a referendum on
Sebelius.

“It's already been on my mind,” State Demo-
cratic Chairman Tom Sawyer said.

State Republican Chairman Mark Parkinson
said that though GOP numbersinthe Legidature
were at historical highs, the key for Republicans
will beto maintain their large majorities.

“We won almost every close race there was,”
Parkinson said.

Democrats and Republicans need |ook no fur-
ther than Missouri to seethat voterswill not hesi-
tateto vent their frustrations.

OnNov. 5, Missouriansdemonstratedtheir dis-
dainfor theway Democratic Gov. Bob Holdenis
running the state. Republicans, who already con-
trolledthe Senate, took power intheHousefor the
firsttimesince1948. Holdenblamedtheeconomy,
but analysts said voters blamed Hol den.

Sebelius could face a similar referendum in
2004.

Sawyer said the governor’s party traditionally
loses legidlative seats in the middle of the chief
executive' sterm. How much of alosscouldbetied
towhat Sebelius does.

If shesolvesthebudget withtheleast amount of
pain, votersmay sendmore Democratstothe State-
house. If she raises taxes without addressing
spending, voters could send Democrats packing.

In 1992, votersreturned control of theHouseto
Republicans in the middle of Democratic Gov.
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JoanFinney’sterm. Democratshaven’t controlled
either chamber since.

Sebeliusshouldremember thoseyearswell. She
wasre-el ectedto her Houseseat from Topeka. Two
yearslater, she becameinsurance commissioner.

Sawyer saidtheel ection showedthat Democrats
haveheal ed their leadership squabbleof twoyears
ago and wereunified.

Indeed, Democratsappeal edtovotersin House
races. They took four seats held by Republicans
eventhoughthey wound upwith onesesat lessthan
before.

GOPGov. Bill Gravescould do Democratsand
Sebelius afavor by cutting education funding to
balancethe current budget. That would allow her
to claim she did not have to break a campaign
promise, for now.

The state budget is likely to till be more than
$600 million out of balance for fiscal 2004, and
Sebeliusmay havelittlechoicebut to proposefur-
ther cutsin school spending beforelegislatorsgo
homeinMay.

Republicans are still split between moderates
and conservatives. Itwill takenumerouscoalitions
onmany i ssuesto sol veeducationand budget prob-
lems.

“1 hope that we don't spend the next two years
— or four years — working as obstructionists,”
Parkinsonsaid. “ If Kathleenhasgoodideas, | hope
that we support them and give her credit.”

Onewildcardishow quickly the state economy
recovers.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste..

Sen. Nick Jordan, R-Shawnee, said someindica-
tionsarethat Kansaswill bereboundingin2004 and
beyond. That could giveriseto optimismthat gov-
ernment had mattersin hand.

A strong economy flush with revenuesand bud-
get surplusescould bodewell for Sebelius, despite
whatever pain may be inflicted on state services
over the next 18 months.

Parkinson agreed that evenif theeconomy turns
around, it islikely to be at least two years before
significant results are evident in Kansas. That re-
bound may not be soon enough to have apositive
effect on the 2004 el ection.

“If it doesn’t it will hurt everybody,” Parkinson
said.

Thequestionthenwill bewhether either party can
withstand the political pain.

JohnMilburncoverspoaliticsand gover nment for
the Associated Pressin Topeka.
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"THINGS CERTAINLY DO MOVE FAST
ForR KIPS THESE DAYS. T'VE ALREADY
HAD A MID-LIFE CRISIS “




