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commentary

from other pens...

Judge unimpressed
by fair’s access efforts

TheHutchinson Newson statefair access:

Afederal judgegavelittlecredencetotheK ansas State Fair’ sefforts
to comply with the physical access requirements set out inthe Ameri-
canswith DisabilitiesAct.

Members of the state board and top employees of the state-funded
operation should accept the judge’sruling and begin working, in ear-
nest, to comply with the 1993 law.

Inaruling issued earlier this month, U.S. District Judge J. Thomas
Marten gave thefair until Jan. 1 to craft aplan to meet access guide-
lines.

Martentook fair officialstotask for attempting to cob together vari-
ousproposalsand studiesdoneover thelast 10 yearsinto aself-evalu-
ation and transition plan required under ADA.

Theattempt | eft thejudge unimpressed. Hedescribed it as* an after-
the-fact, eleventh-hour attempt to repackage ahodgepodge of earlier,
isolated proposals.”

The state fair hopes to buy more time. The attorney general’s staff
plansto appeal Marten’sruling and request astay of hisorder.

Thefair hascarried onitsA DA battlelong enough. It should dropthe
appeal andinsteadfocusitsenergieson creatingaspecificplandesigned
to comply withthelaw.

Hays Daily Newson Sebeliusreview of state gover nment:

Gov.-€elect K athleen Sebeliusand her much-antici pated “ top-to-bot-
tom” review of statefinancesgot off toarocky start with her insistence
that many of the discussionstake place behind closed doors.

Thisalso seemed out of character for Sebelius, who wasknown for
her integrity inreformingthestateinsurancecommission. Asinsurance
commissioner, she refused to take campaign contributions from the
insuranceindustry, which the office regul ates.

A different subject, we know, but still, open government, like cam-
paign finance, isabout public appearances. M aking the process secret
isnotagoodway todoit. ...

TheKansasattorney general’soffice has said thisapproach appears
to belegal. Had it been a sitting governor, the meetings of the teams
wouldberequired by lawtobeopentothepublic. Thestate's* sunshine”
laws, however, to not apply to private citizenswhom agovernor-el ect
appoints.

That seemsto beatechnicality. ...

Eliminating waste from government always is aworthy exercise.
Sebelius, however, would do well to signal that she respects the wor-
thiness of open government and keep these meetings opento the pub-
lic.

Topeka Capital-Journal on Sebeliusreview:

Asacandidate, Kathleen Sebeliuspromised a“ top-to-bottomaudit”
of stategovernment. Barely aweek after her election, it hasstarted. ...

It's aformidable task, and the pressure is on to have some recom-
mendationsin timefor inclusioninthe 2004 budget that Sebeliuswill
haveto present to the Legislaturein January. ...

Sebelius has done agood job of grouping areas that each team will
evaluate and sel ecting team leaders uniquely qualified in those areas.

Althoughtheinitial focuswill beonimmediate savings, theseteams
won't stop there. They are charged with looking at long-term efficien-
cies, which couldincludecompl etemakeoversand even shuttingdown
some agencies or programs. ...

Even without the budget crisis, the state was overdue for a perfor-
mance audit. The budget problems have just madeit more urgent.

Sebelius and the team |eaders have adaunting task ahead, but none
of them is shying away fromit. In fact, the team leaders volunteered
forit. In essence, so did Sebeliusby deciding to run for governor.

More power to them.
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Long distance access ¢

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

My daughter wasrecently givenanaccesscode
by afriend to use at home when she dialed long-
distance. Her friend saidif shedialed 10-10 plus
theaccesscodebeforedialingthenumber shewas
calling, the chargeswould be $.03 aminute. Our
normal rate is $.10, so she used the access code
often over afour week period. Whenwereceived
our phone bill we found the charges were amost
$.75aminuteand our bill wasfor over $1,000.00!
Attorney General Stovall, can anything be done
about these exorbitant charges?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Your daughter’s use of the access code (also
known as a“dial-around” or 10-10 number) by-
passed thenormal long distanceplanyouhadwith
your long distance carrier. Sincethe accesscode
bel onged to another company, theratewasbilled
at adifferent amount than what you havethrough
your carrier. Sometimesusing adial-around can
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save you money. However, in your case, your
daughter received some misinformation from her
friend, and the dial-around rate was a high non-
discounted rate with aper-call surcharge.

Asanact of mediation, my officeforwardedyour
complainttothephonecompany that billedyoufor
usingtheir accesscode. Whileunder noobligation
torefundyour money, thecompany reducedthehbill
by 50% asacourtesy.

All membersof ahousehold should beaware of
the chargesthat can beincurred by using an unfa-
miliar dial-around. Choose aplan or dia-around

NO...
HOMELAND
SECURITY

number that meetsthecalling needsof everyonein
the household, then make sure to educate them on
therate, fees, surchargesand detailsof theplan. If
thereareany restrictionson calling timesor limits,
communicate that aswell. Thiswill help protect
your residencefrom receiving billssuch astheone
mentioned above.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Stovall offer sthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
are based on actual complaints.

For further information or to file a complaint,
please write Attorney General Carla J. Stovall,
Consumer Protection Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-free
Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310. Leaveyour
name, number and subject of your inquirywiththe
receptionist and your call will be returned

promptly.

College plan looks to building for the future

If you have started anew business|ately or you
have sought financing to start abusinessyou have
either been told by a consultant or your friendly
banker that you must createa* business plan” be-
forealoan can be madeto your businessventure.

Thisisacommon reguirement in the business
world. Thisbusinessplanwill needtoincludeyour
business idea, who your customers will be, how
you intend to market your service, and how your
profit/loss statement will be managed.

Similarly thetechnical college needsto havea
business plan, which we will call the College's
Strategic Plan. Thecollege' sstrategicplaniscur-
rently under devel opment.

Within this plan the college will identify goals
and setaroad mapfor thenext several years(2002-
2007). Thecollegeadministration hasbeen draft-
ing thisplan for the past 8-10 months. Each goal
will be supported by strategies and a plan of ac-
tion to accomplish the goal and strategies. Upon
full devel opment of thestrategi ¢ planthedocument
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will betakentotheCollegeBoardtoratify thegoals
of theplan.

Thecurrent goa sof thecollegestrategicplanare:

Secure our position as arespected and innova-
tive technical college committed to insuring that
instructional programs are effectively meeting
workforceneedsof Kansas, thehigh plainsregion
and beyond.

Provide high-quality facilities, technology,
equipment, and staffing sufficient to support the
technical collegeis programsand services.

Provideon-going staff andfaculty devel opment.

Further develop Northwest Kansas Technical
Collegeasacollegecommunity committedto car-

rying out the mission and purposes of the college.

Develop aplan to significantly increase enroll-
ment in current programs and support for future
growth.

Createanimproved student-centered campusby
strengthening and devel oping student servicesand
support systems for enhancing student success,
satisfaction, and retention.

Seek additional resourcesand organizeinitiatives
to raise funds to support the further development
of thecollege.

Strengthen and develop mutually beneficial al-
liances with educational institutions and business
and industry.

Increasecommunity rel ationshipsand supportin
both thelocal areaand the high plainsregion.

Itisthecollegeadministration’shopethat thestra-
tegicplanwill guidethefurther devel opment of the
collegeover thenext several years. Unlikeabusi-
ness plan, aloan will not be our objective, but in-
stead awell thought out plan for thefuture.

Something to contemplate this Ramadan

Part of me wanted to let Ramadan, Islam’s
month-long holiday of contemplativefastingand
Thanksgiving, slide. Sure, there hasbeen amini-
surgein published musingsby AmericanMuslims
on the cruel and unusual punishment of airport
security, but, some things, as they say, never
change. Moreintriguing is a scheduled flurry of
administration-sponsored Ramadandinners. Even
thisinspires only minor head scratching over the
specifically Islamic whirl of eventsto be hosted
by the White House, the Pentagon and the State
Department— unmatched, of course, by any con-
sciously Christian, Jewish or even Druid soirees.
No point wondering what makes|slam so special.
| haven’t understood theBush pushto consoleand
placateMuslimsover 9/11 since9/12. Thisround
of Ramadan outreachlookslikemoreof thesame.

Yet, maybethingsarealittledifferent now. The
president’s rhetoric on Islam (see www.white-
house.gov/infocus/ramadan/islam.html) hasn’t
changed much since his“Idlamis peace” line of
last year, and his“Islam is a peace-loving faith”
lineof thismonth, butintherepetitionoverthelong
haul, some almost-Orwellian echoes may be
heard. “Islam is a faith that brings comfort to
people,” Mr. Bush saidlast month, oneday before
theworld shook fromablastinBali set by Islamic
jihadists (one of whom was nabbed when hismo-
torcycle was spotted outside alocal mosque).
October was also amonth, the New Republic re-
ports, in which American law professor Khaled
AbouEl Fadl, anoutspokenliberal Musimwho's
received death threatssince 9/11 and required 24-
hour security to attend adebatein Qatar wherehe
contested the morality of suicide bombing. None
of which isto say, of course, that Islam doesn’t
bring comfort to people, but maybethat’snot all it
brings.

“It'safaithbased uponlove, not hate,” Mr. Bush
saidin September, amonthinwhichaPalestinian
Muslim suicide bomber took thelives of 19 Jew-
ish Israglis on abusin aby-now common act of
premeditated mass murder sanctioned — indeed,
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encouraged — by someof Islam’smost senior re-
ligiousauthorities. “Idamisapeaceful religion, a
religion that respects others,” Mr. Bush said last
week asheadlinestoldusamaninlranandawoman
in Nigeriastood condemned to death under sharia
(Islamic) law, he for “apostasy” (renouncing his
faith), shefor the capital crime of adultery.

While our president surely doesn't see himself
asdefender of thefaith, hisinexplicabletendency
toward theslogansof boosterism havecausedhim
toglossover crucia piecesof thebigpicture. Which
hasn’t gone unnoticed, by the way, in the deeper
reaches of the Islamic world. As reported by the
Washington Post | ast year, Abu Qatada, aBritish-
basedimamwithlinkstoAl Qaeda, putit thisway:
“l amastonished by President Bushwhenheclaims
there is nothing in the Quran that justifies jihad
violencein the name of Islam. ... Ishe somekind
of Islamic scholar? Has he ever actually read the
Quran?’

Thanksto, among other things, the separation of
church and state, it'snot in the president’sjob de-
scription to be an Islamic scholar; but neither isit
incumbent upon him to take up the pom-pom for
old Islam. This seems particularly clear now that
Mr. Bush hasdecided to weighin ontheblunt cri-
tiques of Islam offered by several conservative
Christian leaderswho have voiced their reactions
(negative) to the violence at the core of Islam’s
unreconstructedtraditionsof jihad. ISamisviolent,
said one. Islamis evil, said another; and besides,
saidanother, Mohammedwasapedophile. Historic
truthsor baselessslanders?If thepresident hashis
way, we'll never know. Such remarks “do not re-
flect the sentiments of my government or the sen-

timentsof mostAmericans,” Mr. Bush noted point-
edly last week. “Oursisacountry based upon tol-
erance ... and we welcome people of al faithsin
America. Andwe renot goingtoletthewar onter-
ror or terrorists cause usto change our values.”

But what if terrorists believein terror — for the
sakeof Isam?Notonly doesawillful official blind-
nesstothemilitant | slamic-nessof theterrorist foe
undermineour war effort, apoint columnist Daniel
Pipeshasmost recently made, itisalso adetriment
to any peace that follows. Just think: If the Presi-
dent of the United States— the Great Satan’ sgreat
Satan— believes, asthisonehasvariously and re-
petitively stated, that unreformed |slam isalready
theultimatein peace, comfort, charity, compassion,
honesty, inspiration, love, mercy and justice, then
you have to wonder what on earth would possess
Islam’sliberalsto undertake the arduous and even
dangerous work of forcing the religion out of the
MiddleAgesandintothe 21st century. Something
to contempl ate this Ramadan season.

Diana West is a columnist for The Washington
Times. She can be contacted via dianaww@att-
global .net.
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AN ALIEN FROM RELAX!
HAS COME TO MICHAEL
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