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47°
at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:25 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:45 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:25 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 32 degrees
+ Humidity 26 percent
* Sky overcast
+ Winds northwest 13 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.18 inches

and steady

* Record High 75° (1949)
* Record Low -10° (1952)

Last 24 Hours*

High 48°
Low 7°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly cloudy, low lower
20s, winds northwest 10-15 m.p.h.
Thanksgiving: partly sunny, high mid
50s, low upper 20s, winds west 10-
15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast

Friday: mostly sunny, high near
60, low upper 20s. Saturday: partly
cloudy, low lower 50s. Sunday: partly
cloudy, high lower 50s, low mid 20s.
Monday: mostly cloudy, high mid
40s, low mid 20s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $4.04 bushel
Posted county price — $4.04
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.54 bushel
Posted county price — $2.28
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.26 bushel
Soybeans — $5.28 bushel
Posted county price — $5.15
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $14.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $12.35 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Inspectors see
missile range

AMARIYAH, Iraqg — Interna-
tional arms monitors searched a
military missile-testingrangeand
a state factory outside Baghdad
today, starting anew round of in-
spections.

Inspectorsdid not say much, but
seemed pleased with cooperation
onthefirst day.

“Wehopethelragi responseto-
day representsthefuturepattern of
cooperation,” said JacquesBaute,
leader of the nuclear inspectors.

An air raid siren wailed in
Baghdad hours after the inspec-
tions began, followed by an al-
clearsiren.Anlraqgi Civil Defense
official, who refused to give his
name, reported a “ hostile flight”
over thecapital.

The U.N. teams started what
was expected to be months of dif-
ficult, detailedinspectionsof hun-
dreds of sites after a four-year
break.

City can take new cuts, but no more

By Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland'’s city manager says the city can
handle state budget cuts announced Tuesday by
trimming expenses a little more, but if the cuts
keep coming, either services will have to be
dropped or taxesraised.

Asitis, loca governmentsborethebrunt of the
latest round of cuts.

The$78millioninbudget cutsGov. Bill Graves
madeTuesday included eliminatinga$48million
transfer to citiesand counties. Graves, who will
bereplaced by K athleen Sebeliusin January, sug-
gested other cutsthat would closethestate’ s$312
million difference between spending and rev-

City Manager Ron Pickman said Goodland
standsto lose about $150,000 in “demand trans-
fer” money from the state thisyear. Thecity col-
lectscertaintaxesfromresidents, hesaid, andthen
sends the money to the state, which is supposed
to transfer apercentage back to thecity.

Thestateusually doesn’t send asmuch back as
it issupposed to, Pickman said, but thisyear the
city won't seeany of it.

“Weanticipated therewould beadecrease...,”
he said, “but we didn’'t know they would totally
go away.”

The$150,00010ssdoesn’t seemlikemuch con-
sidering the city’s general fund budget is $2.7
million, he said, but it will have an impact. He
noted that the fire department’s budget is just

$145,000.

Residentswon’t seemuch difference, Pickman
said, because heads of the city’s 14 departments
will trimtheir budgetsenoughtocoverthelost rev-
enue.

“They might not be ableto buy something they
wanted to buy thisyear,” he said, adding that ev-
ery purchase hasto be approved.

Thestate’ sbudget problemsaren’t going away
anytimesoon, Pickmansaid, andthecity couldbe
getting lessfrom the statefor several years.

“There’ sastrong possibility wewon’'t get any-
thingthefollowingyear,” hesaid.“ Maybewewill
never seeit again; | don’t know.”

Thecity’sbudgetisalready tight, Pickmansaid,
because city commissionershave chosentotrim

expenses instead of raising taxes. If the state
makesfurther cuts, hesaid, thecity may beforced
toraisetaxes.

“1t’ ssomething they will havetolook strongly
a,” hesaid, “inordertomaintainthelevel of ser-
vices.”

If thecity doesn’t raisetaxes, servicesmay have
to be cut, Pickman said, noting that the state has
just shifted its money problems onto local gov-
ernments.

“Wemay beforcedtodothat at thehand of the
state,” he said.

But Pickmansaidthecity will try todoasmuch
asit canwith aslittleasit can.

“It’sachallenge,” hesaid, “but we' regoingto
try tomakeit work.”

guicker
degree
approved

By Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

Future Goodland High School jun-
iorsand seniorscould befinished with
their first year of college before leav-
ing high school under a program ap-
proved Monday by the school board.

Theboard agreed tolet Colby Com-
munity College offer an accelerated
associate degreeto studentshere. Stu-
dentscancompletethefirstyear of gen-
eral requirements during high school
and then earn atwo-year associate de-
greewith just ayear of college.

Joe Mildrexler, dean of community
services and continuing education for
Colby, told the board college officials
want to offer the degree to students
across northwest Kansas, but picked
Goodland High as the best spot for a
pilot program. He said Colby has al-
ready devel oped asuccessful outreach
programhereusingfacilitiesand equip-
ment at the Northwest Kansas Techni-
cal College.

Studentscan take classesat night or
during the summer, Mildrexler said,
usingthetechnical college’ sinteractive
Television program — which lets stu-
dents tune into classes being taught
elsewhere.

The program will start at the begin-
ning of next school year, he said, and
Colby College will hire someone to
help juniors and seniors figure out
which classes they should take.
Mildrexler said that person will likely

be Sharon Hall, a high school teacher
who is already Colby College's out-
reach coordinator here.

Statelaw allowshighschool students
totakecollegeclasseswith permission
from their principal, Mildrexler said,
but studentscan’treceivefinancia aid
until they have ahigh school diploma.
That means students or their parents
will haveto pay thefull tuition charge.

Board member Mike Campbell
asked whether the credits Goodland
students earned from Colby would
transfer to other Kansas colleges and
universities. Hesaidit would beunfair
for studentstopay for creditsthat would
only beworth something at Colby.

Mildrexler said college officials
would like for the students to attend
Colby College after graduating, but
that’snot the goal of the outreach pro-
gram. Hesaidthedirector of theaccel -
erated degree program will work with
studentsto makesurethey takeclasses
that will transfer. He noted that some
creditswill not transfer to al institu-
tions.

In other business, the board:

«Hired PonchoAvel ar asan assistant
wrestling coach and Scott Hayesasan

r )

Students take -pilgrimage

Holton Witman and Nicholas Koel (front) and Joseph Rennaker and
Megan Siruta (behind) were Pilgrims traveling over on the Mayflower
in a Thanksgiving play Pat Thompson's first grade class performed at
the Goodland Senior Center on Tuesday morning (above). Thompson
directed and Milan Brannick was the narrator (left). Bracelyn Redlin held
up the Thanksgiving story she and others in Janet Davis’ first grade
classread forthe lunch crowd atthe center (below). The students were
from West Elementary. Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

—
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assistant boys basketball coach. Nei-

ther isadistrict employee.

« Designated People’s State Bank,
whichopenedabranch herethismonth,
as an official depository for school
money.

The board agreed to have alawyer
writeanagreement betweenthedistrict

Holiday travelers take
to road, skies In numbers

Thanksgiving:

Holiday closings

The following will be closed for

VU.S. Department of Agriculture
offices will be closed Thursday, but

and Peopl€e's saying the bank can use
two parking spots at the district office
for adrive-through window in ex-
change for three spots in front of the
bank. Superintendent Marvin Selby
said having a legal agreement will
makeiteasier forthedistricttoreclaim
itsparking spotsin the future.

« Heard Selby report that the annual
senior dinner will be held at 11 am.
Wednesday, Dec. 18, inthehigh school

gym.

By the Associated Press
Early-bird travel ers who hoped to
beat theholiday crunchhavebeguntak-
ingtothenation’sroads, railsandskies,
despitethethreat of long airport lines,
higher gaspricesandblustery weather.
TheAAA predictedairtravel nation-
widewill climb 6 percent over Thanks-
giving 2001, just 10 weeks after the
Sept. 11 attacks.
“Theincreaseinairtravel showsthat
alot of peoplethink the (security) sys-

temtoday isalittle easier to maneuver
andisstill effective,” saidAAA spokes-
man Tom Calcagni.

By Tuesday evening, travelerswere
beginningtheir holiday trips. AAA pre-
dicted 35.9 million Americanswill be
atleast 50 milesfrom homeby Sunday,
al.7 percentincreasefromlast year.

Someof thelowest air faressincethe
late 1980s could boost air travel . Wait
timesat security checkpointsaveraged
only nine minutes Tuesday afternoon.

V City and county offices will be
closed on Thursday and Friday.

v Goodland schools closed to-
day, resume classes Monday.

V Northwest Kansas Technical
College dismissed at noon today,
closed Thursday and Friday.

v The Goodland Post Office will
be closed on Thursday, but open
regular hours on Friday, 8a.m.to 4
p.m., and Saturday, 8:30 to 10:30
a.m.

open Friday.

Vv The county landfill will be
closed Thursday and Friday.

V City trash service — Dump-
sters scheduled to be picked up on
Thursday and Friday will be picked
up today.

V Most private offices and many
businesses will be closed Thurs-
day.

Contactindividual businesses for
information.




