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Iabout our friends

calendar

The Sherman Theatre is having
free holiday matineesat 1:30 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. “ Clock-
stoppers’ will bethisweekend; “Like
Mike” will beDec. 14and 15; and"“ Ice
Age’ will beDec. 21 and 22.

SHARE sign up for the December
distribution of food will be until Fri-
day at the Sherman County Health
Department, Harvest America, the
Regional Prevention Center or the
Kanorado Senior Center. Pick up will
be Satur day, Dec. 21, for the Decem-
ber distribution.

Proj ect Graduation 2003will meet
at 7:30p.m.tonight inthehighschool
cafeteria. All parents of seniors are
encouraged to attend.

Jodi Tubbsof theK ansasCommis-
sion on VeteransAffairswill bein
Goodlandfrom 1-2:15p.m. Thur sday
in the Assembly Room on the third
floor of the courthouse to help veter-
ans and dependents with claims. Call
the office in Colby any Monday,
Wednesday or Friday at (785) 462-
3572.

Terri Tedford will be giving a
Christmasconcert at 6 p.m. Sunday
at the Goodland Bible Church.

The Goodland Elks L odge, 1523
Arcade, will have amemorial in re-
membrance of memberswho have
diedinthepastyear at2p.m. Sunday.
The lodge will honor the families of
men and women in active duty in all
branches of the military at 3 p.m. A
bluestar banner will bepresented to
the families who have submitted the
names of their sons or daughters who
areserving. Thelodge has 26 families
to honor so far.

The Christmas Senior Citizen's
Dinner will beginwithentertainment
at 11a.m.andlunch at noonWednes-
day, Dec. 18, at Goodland High
School. Enter through the south doors
on 13th Street. Call 899-5656 if you
need transportation or to have ameal
deliveredif youareunabletogotothe
school. The members of Family, Ca-
reer and Community Leaders of Am-
erica, National Honor Society and
Girls’ Athletic Association will be
hosts and hostesses.

activities
Toursof the1907 Victorian House
at 202 W. 13th are from 1-5 p.m.

Wednesday-Sunday.

“Prairie Past Times,” a photo-
graphic history of entertainment in
Sherman County, ison display from
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday and
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday at the
museum, 1717 Cherry Ave.

The CarnegieArtsCenter isopen
from10a.m.-5p.m. Tuesday through
Friday and from 1-4 p.m. Satur day,
Sunday and Monday. Anna Seeber
Shaw’s watercolors, gauche and pas-
telswill be on display until Nov. 30.
The December show will bewatercol-
ors, acrylics, oils, woodsand metalsby
local artistsandwill bedisplayedfrom
Sunday through Dec. 31.

Born to Read will be at 10 a.m.
Fridaysand Story timewill beat 10
and 11 a.m. on Wednesdays and
Thursdays at the Goodland Public
Library. Call 899-5461.

Emotions Anonymous meets at
7:30 p.m. Wednesdays at the Good-
land Regional Medical Center board
room.

Century Families, for people
whosefamily cameto Sherman Coun-
ty morethan 100 yearsago, meetsat 7
p.m.thesecond M onday of themonth
at the Senior Center. For information,
call 899-2835.

AerobicsClasses- 7:45a.m. aero-
bics classes are offered daily at the
Goodland Activities Center. Tena
Tompkinsleadsastepaerobicsclassat
5:30a.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. On Tuesday and Thursday, a
lessintense classisoffered. Call 899-
7242,

TOPSM eetings- Take Off Pounds
Sensibly meetsat 5:30p.m. Mondays
at the Good Samaritan Center. Enter
the east door on Center Ave. Weigh-in
isat5p.m.

Hanging by a Thread will meet
from 7-9 p.m. the second Thur sday
of themonth at Wheat RidgeAcres.

Goodland Women of Faith month-
ly celebrations will be from 9:30-11
a.m. the second Saturday of the
month at Wheat Ridge Acres. Baby-
sitting provided.

areaevents

AdmissiontothePrairieMuseum
of Art and History will be free from
1-5 p.m. Central Time Sundays at
1905 S. Franklin in Colby. The mu-
seum is also open from 9 am.-5 p.m.
Central TimeMonday-Friday and 1-5

p.m. Saturday.

TheEller Housedisplaysfurniture,
clothingand objectsrepresentingfarm
lifeinthe” Dirty Thirties;” the Cooper
Barn, one of thelargest barnsin Kan-
sas, houses an exhibit of machinery,
toolsand photographstelling over 100
years of agricultural and settlement
history; and the Kuska Collection in-
cludes glass, ceramics, dolls, silver,
toys, textiles, furniture, clothing,
stamps, clocks, lamps, coinsand jew-
dry.

Pioneer Country Development
Inc. and the Northwest Kansas Plan-
ning and Development Commission
will meet at 6:30p.m. Central Time
Wednesday at the Elks Club in Hill
City. Dinner will beserved at 7 p.m.,
followed by theevening’'sspeaker and
apresentation of thispast year’sbusi-
nessloan, grant and housing activity.

The Northwest Kansas Area
Agency onAgingissponsoringanin-
formation day for senior citizensfrom
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Central Time
Thursday, Dec. 12, at the Grainfield
American Legion.

Guest speakerswill talk about stroke
and heart attack information, taxinfor-
mation and the SHARE program.
Harriet Berg will lead the singing of
Christmascarols.All attending should
bring a holiday treat to share at the
Christmasteatable.

Reser vationsforthenoonluncheon
arerequired by M onday, Dec. 9, and
canbemadeby calling800-432-7422.
A $2.25 contribution is requested for
themeal.

school activities

Monday: Project Graduation 2003
will meet at 7:30 p.m. inthecafeteria.
Tuesday: Black day. Seminar— GAA
and G-Club. FCCLA council meeting
at Hesston. Scholar’s bowl 3 p.m. in
Tribune, dismiss 1:30, depart 1:45.
Girl's/boy’s basketball scrimmage
6:30p.m. at theM ax JonesFiel dhouse.
Wednesday: Gold day. City/county
recreation sports 7:30 p.m. intheMax
JonesFieldhouseandjunior highgym.
FCCLA council meeting at Hesston.
Thursday: Black day. Seminar —
STUCO. Scholar’s bowl 3 p.m. at
Atwood, dismiss 1:30, depart 1:45.
City/county recreation sports 7:30
p.m. in the high school gym. Friday:
Gold day. V-V basketball versusIm-
perial 5:30p.m. here. After gameparty

attheElksL odge. Pepassembly 3p.m.,
dismiss band and cheerleaders 2:45.
Saturday: Varsity wrestling8:30a.m.
a St. Francis. JV wrestlingtournament
9a.m. here. Sunday: Junior olympics
volleyball 1-3 p.m. inthe junior high
gym. Open gym 1-3 p.m. in the Max
JonesFieldhouse.

school lunch menu

Tuesday: Tacos, lettuce, tomato,
potato square, strawberry/bananacup
and milk. Wednesday: Barbecuerib
sandwich, hash browns, relishes,
cookie and milk. Thursday: Fried
chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, hot roll, peach crisp and
milk. Friday: Burrito, lettuce, tomato,
cheesg, tri-tators, spiced pear and milk.

senior center menu

Tuesday: Chili, 1/2 orange, bread
and cinnamon roll. Wednesday:
Roast pork, sweet potatoes, 5-cup
salad, rollsand cranberry fluff. Thur s-
day: Philly steak sandwich, cheesy
hash browns, green beans, bread and
pineapple crunch. Friday: Lasagna,
spinach salad, peach cup, garlicbread
and pudding.

health department

The Sherman County Health De-
partment at 1622 Broadway is open
from 8 am.- noon and 1-5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday.

Tuesday: Technical college9-10:30
am. Wednesday: WIC in Goodland.
Scheduled appointments. Thur sday:
Officeclosed8-9a.m. for astaff meet-
ing. Blood pressure checks 9 am. at
WheatridgeAcres. WIC in Goodland
9a.m.-4:30 p.m. Voucher pickup and
schedul ed appointments. Friday:
Schedul ed appointments.

Children’s physicals, immuniza-
tions, fasting blood sugar and hemo-
globin, family planning and toenail
clipping available by appointment.
Sharpscontainersareavail abl efreeof
charge. Call 899-4888.

If you have questions, concerns or
complaints about child care, call the
health department.

Water Testing — The Northwest
Local Environmental Protection
Group doesfreewell evaluations, in-
cluding testing for bacteria and ni-
trates. To schedule an evaluation or
discuss environmental concerns, call
the Health Department at 899-4888.

today in history

Dec. 1,1902: Frank Rockefeller has
aranch nearly as large as Dewey.
Ranchersfight with settlersisof long
standing and broken out anew.

Dec. 2, 1902: Thanksgiving Day
was observed the old fashioned way.
Businesses were closed most of the
day. A good audience attended at the
Methodist Church.

From The Goodland News, pro-
vided by the Sherman County Histori-
cal Society.

stork report

Hunter Nathan Weirich wasborn
Friday, Nov. 22,2002, at St. Catherine
Hosgpital in Garden City. He weighed
5pounds, 9 ounces, and was 18inches
long. His sister, Sydney Jo, 2, wel-
comed him home.

Nathan and Ronda Weirich of
Lakin are hisparents. Ron and Gloria
Ribordy of Brewster and John and
DawnaWeirich of Eads, Colo., arehis
grandparents.

Marvin and Mary Ruth Garrett of
Brewster; Wayne and BarbraWeirich
and Jack Gardner, all of Eads; and
LindaGardner of Denver arehisgreat-
grandparents. George Crow of Eadsis
his great-great-grandfather.

anniversary

Cleoand M elba(Munyon) Beeson
weremarried Dec. 1, 1937, at her par-
ents’ homein Bird City. The Beesons
movedtoKanoradoinMarchof 1942.
Their childrenareKaren (Gary) Coon
of Goodland, Ronald (Jeanie) Beeson
of Kanorado and Robert (Marlene)
Beeson of Newton. They have seven
grandchildrenand 15 great-grandchil -
dren. Cardsfor their 65th anniversary
may be sent to the Beesons at 280 Rd.
64, Kanorado, Kan. 67741.

reunion

TheSouthernArizonaAll Airborne
Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sionAssociationwill host the 13th an-
nual mid-winter conference March
13-16inTucson, Ariz.

Veteransfromall airborneunitswill
attend, including troopers from the
11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, 101st and
today’s special forces.

Write the Western Airborne, 5459
Northcutt PI., Dayton, Ohio 45414,
call 1-937-898-5977 or e-mail srgabn-
@aol.com.

Rural students more likely to use drugs than urban youths

InformationfromtheExecutiveDi-
rector of Narconon of Georgia:

The Center of Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia
University has recently released the
results of astudy on drug abusein ru-
ral Americancommunities. Thisstudy,
funded by the United States Drug En-
forcement Administration, isshocking
and rattling the rafters of rural Am-
erica.

For example, the study finds that
eighthgraderslivinginrural American
communities are 34 percent more
likely than their urban counterpartsto
smoke marijuana; 83 percent more
likely to use crack cocaine, and 104
percent more likely to have used am-
phetamineswithinthelast month.

Thestudy alsoreportsthat drugsare
asreadily availableinrural areasasin
largecities.

Besides striking fear in rural Am-
ericaand paintingapretty bleak picture
of thefateof our youth, what doesthis
information portendfor our future?To
answer that, let’ strack thelast 45years
of history.

Cris

In the mid-1950s, the illegal drug
problemwasnot yet on society’ sradar
screen. In the '50s all anyone knew
about illicit drugs like marijuanawas
that jazz drummer/band leader Gene
Kruppa and actor Robert Mitchum
smoked it and got caught, and the me-
diadamned them for it.

Cocaine? That wasaword inaline
fromthepopular ColePorter hit“1 get
akick out of you.” Asfor heroine, that
was adrug of horror used only by the
most degenerate and despairing indi-
viduals.

Frank Sinatra’s character in the
movie “Man With A Golden Arm”
teachesusthat. most Americanstended
toview drug addiction asan affliction
of the urban poor or an evil obsession

lovington

[ prevention center

of ahandful of mu-
sicians and actors,
toofar left of center
toworry about.

In short, Ameri-
cans were com-
pletely naive to
what drugaddiction
was. And we were
most certainly clueless about therole
illicit drugs would play in the course
of our country’sfuture.

Moving forward 10 years, in 1965
the country wasinthemourning years
of President John F. Kennedy’sassas-
sination. The first onslaught of the
English rock ‘n’ roll music invasion
withtheBeatlesandtheRolling Stones
hit our shoresandtook Americanyouth
by storm while President Lyndon
BanesJohnsonwasgrapplingwiththe
escalating Vietnam War.

LSD was finding its way from the
experimentation laboratories of the
Hoffman LeRouche Drug Company to
thestreetsof San Francisco. Itwasalso
at this time the first indication of in-
creased heroineabuseinurban ghettos

caught the attention of President
Johnson’sWhite House Staff.

The increased use of heroine, con-
sidered small by today’ snumbers, was
of enough concernfor Johnsonto con-
vince Congressto enact the Drug Re-
habilitationAct and ask for annual ap-
propriation of $15 million.

Atthetime, nooneingovernment at
thefederal, stateor local levelshad any
ideathatinjust over 20yearstimehero-
ine abuse in the United States would
escalate to the point where it would
cost $50 million annually to treat the
problem. Society’s radar screen was
beeping; unfortunately, not enough of
us noticed.

Inthemid-60s, adult Americansstill
tended to view drug addiction as a
problem inherent to the underprivi-
leged. By the end of the decade, how-
ever, America sviewson drugsbegan
changing. Drugs, in particular mari-
juana, hashish, LSD, cocaineand other
hallucinogensbecamesocially accept-
ableonalargescaleduringthe Flower
Power era. Whilethiswasaarmingto
many parentsof thisperiod, most of us

Children ‘want it all’ for holidays; parents want to oblige

It's normal for children to “want it
all,” especially duringtheholiday sea-
son.Andit’snatural for parentstowant
to make those dreams cometrue.

According to Jo Robinson and Jean
Staeheil in their book “Unplug the
Christmas Machine,” al parents can
givetheir childrenfour thingsthey re-
aly want for the holidays.

Thosefour thingsare:

«loveandattention. Every adult can
givethe message, “ You areimportant
tome.” Childrenwant and need caring
and love in steady, relaxed, constant
doses.

« realistic expectations. Be clear

LAINS

about the amount and cost of gifts. In
addition, encourage children to think
about giving to others.

« an evenly-paced holiday season.
Guests, gifts, decorating, school events
and other plans can becometoo much
for any family.

Space eventsout or eliminate some

high plains
mental health

® plain sense

altogether. Choosequal-
ity of activities over
guantity.

 family traditions.
Children find security
and comfortinknowing
how the season will un-
fold—callinggrandpar-
ents, using certain ornamentsor deco-
rations, preparing and serving special
and traditional foods.

Include older children in the plan-
ning process for the holiday season.
That way, whentimeand money islim-
ited, traditionsarechanged and events
arerescheduled, they areaware of the

reasons.

Asaresult, whether the final deci-
sionisintheir favor or not, they will
be more likely to be understanding
when they had some say-so regarding
the outcome.

Contributedby KarenD. Beery, con-
sultation and education department.
Theviewsexpressed herearethose of
theindividual writer and should not be
considered areplacement for seeking
professional help.

Mail questionsto High PlainsMen-
tal Health Center, Plain Sense, Consul -
tationand Education Department, 208
E. Seventh, Hays, Kan. 67601.
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thought of mid-sized cities and rural
Americaasdrug-freeoasesthat would
insulate our kids from these pro-drug
influences. Thetruthwasthat drugsdid
not respect geographic boundaries:
they brokeout of thebigcity limitsand
began to swarm into the heartland of
mid-sized cities, rural townsand farm
communities.

Hindsight is 20/20, and looking
back, itiseasy to seeour nation’sfail-
ure to fully recognize and act effec-
tively to stop the drug problem then.

However, if welook closer we will
see that this failure was driven in no
small measureby theassumption of the
massesthat it wassomeoneel se' sprob-
lem, not our problem. And it wasthis
assumptionthat allowed drugsthetime
they needed to seep into every neigh-
borhoodin every city and classacross
Americawithout prejudice.

As we begin the 21st Century in
America, the message is loud and
clear: Thereisnoplacetohidefromthe
problem of substanceabuseand addic-
tion.

Schrag and Duell

Couple
to marry
In January

Sandra Louise Duell of Manhattan
and Kevin Bradley Schrag of Ot-
tumwa, lowa, planto marry Saturday,
Jan. 4, 2003, at Moundridge.

Benand EvelynDuell of Ruletonare
the bride-to-be's parents, and Robert
and Marcy Schrag of Moundridgeare
the groom-to-be's parents.

Shegraduated from Goodland High
School in1998 and will graduatefrom
Kansas State University this month
with adegreein family studies.

He graduated from Moundridge
High School in 1997 and from K ansas
State University in May of 2002 with
adegreein mechanical engineering.

Students
play violins
at festival

Six northwest Kansas violin stu-
dentsjoinedwith over 600 other string
studentsfrom eight different students
at the Western Kansas Orchestra Fes-
tival Friday and Saturday, Nov. 22 and
23,inHays.

Mary Beth Dawson and Elizabeth
Waterman of Colby, Bethanie Holste
and Andrew Vrbasfrom Atwood, An-
drew Peterson from Monument and
Natalie Metcalf from Quinter prac-
ticedfor several weeksprior tothefes-
tival. JanWolf of Colby, stringinstruc-
tor, worked closely with the students
to help them prepare.

“My students are very dedicated,”
Wolf said, “and they share the mutual
problemof not havingastring program
intheir school.”

“Thisfestival givesthemtheoppor-
tunity to play inan orchestra.”

The young people at the festival
weredivided intofour orchestras, anc
each orchestrawasled by anationally
recognized director. The four orches-
tradirectors are also known for their
teaching abilitiesand worked withthe
studentsfor many hourson Friday anc
Saturday, providingtipsandideasand
sharing their knowledge from profes-
sional performances.

Thefestival hasbeenunder thel ead-
ership of western Kansasstring direc-
torsand Fort Hays StateUniversity for
50vyears.

By the Associated Press

Atleast threepeoplehavedied on
Kansasroadsduringthe Thanksgiv-
ing holiday weekend, authorities
said. A 12-year-old girl who was a
passenger inatruck diedinaone-ve-
hicle accident Saturday morning in
Pawnee County. Shewasidentified
as Nicole H. Rodriguez of Clio,

Three killed on Kansas roads

Mich. TinaCatlin, 31, of Oxford
was thrown from her car when it
overturned on U.S. 77 south of Ar-
kansas City, Cowley County au-
thorities said. A Missouri woman
waskilled Wednesday in atwo-car
collisionin Dickinson County.
Thepatrol identifiedthevictimas
DianaWhitaker, 50, of Nixa, Mo.
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