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commentary

from other pens...

GORP shifting blame
for budget problems

TheNewton Kansan on placing blamefor thebudget:

Some Republicans are suggesting that Kathleen Sebelius’ election
asgovernor of Kansasisthebest thing that could have happenedtothe
party.

Who would want to be “in charge” in Topekathe next few years as
the state tacklesa budget crisis of mammoth proportions?

Apparently not the Republicans. They want someone to blame the
messonwhenthisisall over.

Of course, votersknow whoisto blamenow. Kansashad aRepubli-
can governor and a GOP-dominated House and Senate from 1994 to
2002whenall thistook place. You cansugarcoat it all youwant, but the
blame must belaid at the GOP’ sdaoor.

The Republicans, of course, are hoping for some voter amnesia by
the time the 2004 and 2006 electionsroll around. With aDemocrat at
thetop, they’ll try their darnedest to pin the blame on Sebeliusand her
party. You'll probably hear often about the “tax and spend liberals’ in
the coming months.

... Graves has all but blown his opportunity to leave office with a
legacy of “fiscal fitness.” Hegoverned well whenrevenueswereover-
flowing and tax-cutting wasin vogue, but hedidn’t exhibit thekind of
| eadership necessary when those same revenues headed south.

... Sebeliushasan opportunity to show somereal |eadership hereby
putting together a budget cutting plan that asks everyone — schools,
social service agencies, transportation and executive departments as
well —to shareinthepain.

Anditwill bemighty painful.

TheSalinaJournal on Phill Kline:

Votersgoofed onthisone.

Republican Phill Kline ... was declared the winner of the attorney
general’srace.

Hisvictory over Democrat ChrisBiggswasrazor-thin, sothinthat a
winner couldn’t be determined until after provisional ballots were
counted... Thefinal count showedKlinewith 412,686 votesto 408,390
for Biggs. That'samargin of victory of just 0.523 percent.

... With Kline's victory, voters have succeeded in awarding one of
Kansas' most powerful elected officesto someone who simply is not
qualified to hold the position.

... Klinewantsto bethe state'stop attorney, yet he hasnever argued
acase before ajury. He allowed his law license to |apse three times.
Andwhat helistsas prosecutoria experiencewasnothing morethana
brief stint asalaw-school intern.

Hismost recent occupation? Producing aradio show.

Evidently, Kline'sbest skillsareasacampaigner, and themost con-
vincingitemon hisresumeisparty affiliation. Thosearetheonly ways
to explain how he could win thiselection.

... We haveacoupleof cynical suggestions...

For one, Klineshouldinclude someexperienced | awyerson hisstaff
to make up for serious shortcomingsin hisown background.

For another, Kline should wake up every day and remind himself of
these election results. He has alot to prove to the more than 400,000
registered voterswho don’t believe heisright for thejob — no matter
what theresults proveto be.
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More burger recipe |

Oneway toaddvariationtoburgersisinthetop-
pings. The following ideas and recipes are pro-
vided by Kansas Beef Council.

Pepperoni Pizza Burger - Pepperoni, mozza-
rellacheese and pizzasauce

Hickory Burger - Cheddar cheese, bacon and
hickory barbecue sauce

Cowboy Burger - Grilled mushrooms, grilled
onions, bacon and Monterey Jack cheese

Blue M oon Burger - Bleu cheese, sautéed
mushrooms, |ettuce and tomato served on an on-
ion bun

Thelslander Burger - ThousandIsland dress-
ing, with lettuce, tomato and pickle

Sticky Burger - Peanut butter, bacon and
Monterey Jack cheese

Greek Burger - Herbed feta cheese, black ol-
ivesand onions

ChicagoBur ger - Sweet relish, chopped onion,
ketchup, mustard and hot peppers

Rowdy Reuben Bur ger - Melted Swisscheese,
Thousand Island dressing and zesty coleslaw,
served on marblerye

Stroganoff Burger - Sour cream, grilledonions,
Swisscheese, lettuceandtomato, served onafresh
wheat bun

FajitaBeef Burger - Patty mixedwithfgjitasea
soning, and wrapped in a flour tortilla with
guacamole, sour cream, shredded lettuce, diced
tomatoesand salsa.

Texas Red Burger - Served open-faced with
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chili, Cheddar and Monterey Jack cheeses and
grilled onions.
Popper Burgers

1 pound ground beef

1/4 cup prepared thick and chunky salsa

4frozencreamcheeseor Cheddar cheesestuffed
jalapeno peppers

4 hamburger buns, split

1/4 cup prepared sal sacon queso

1/4 cup chopped fresh plum tomato

2 tablespoons sliced pitted ripe olives

Combineground beef and 1/4 cup salsainlarge
bow!, mixingthoroughly butlightly. Lightly shape
into four thin patties. Place one stuffed pepper in
center of each patty. Wrap beef around pepper to
enclose, sealing seams and forming ball. Flatten
ballsinto patties. Pattieswill beabout 4to5inches
acrossand 1inchthick.

Place pattieson grid over medium, ash covered
coals. Grill, uncovered, 15to 16 minutes (160 de-
grees) doneness. Beef should not be pink incenter
and juices show no pink color, turning occasion-
aly.

deas

Serveinbuns. Topburgerswith 1tablespoonsalss
conqueso. Sprinkleevenly withtomatoandolives.
Makes4 servings.

Caesar Burger on Garlic Crostini

1 1/2 pounds ground beef

3clovesgarlic, minced

1 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon pepper

4romainelettuceleaves

1/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese

Garlic Crostini

8 dlices sourdough (about 4 x 3x 1/2inch)

Oliveail

2largeclovesgarlic, cut lengthwiseinto quarters

Combine ground beef, minced garlic, salt and
pepper inlargebowl, mixinglightly but thoroughly.
Lightly shapeintofour 3/4inchthick patties, shap-
ingtofitthebread dlices.

Place patties on grid over medium, ash covereg
coals. Grill, uncovered, 13to 15 minutestomedium
(160 degrees) doneness. Beef should not bepinkin
center and juices should show no pink color, turn-
ing occasionally.

Meanwhilebrushbothsidesof breaddiceslightly
withoil. Placebread aroundouter edgeof grid. Grill
until lightly toasted, turning once. Remove bread
from grid and rub both sides of each slice with &
garlic quarter.

Place onelettuce leaf on four of the crostini anc
top with a burger. Sprinkle evenly with cheese,
cover with remaining crostini. Makes 4 servings.

Elementary thoughts about Thanksgiving

It should be elementary — literally — but my
grade-schooler’s teacher got it wrong: “ Thanks-
giving,” the teacher wrote by way of introducing
abook report assignment pegged to the national
holiday, “is atime when families get together to
celebratetheir traditionsand their heritage.”

They do?Itwasthe*their” -nessof theformula-
tionthat gavepause. Defining Thanksgivingasan
occasionfor familiestocel ebrate” their” traditions
and “their” heritage, as the teacher styled it, im-
parted an international -night-at-the-community-
center-flavor to aday of national thanksgiving.

Could this spell the end of Turkey Day aswe
know it? Probably not. After all, families and
friends across the country still gather to give
thanks, feast on nativecuisine, and perpetuatethis
picturesque, American (and spontaneously
multicultural) tradition first cooked up back in
1621 by thePilgrimsandtheir Indianguests, later
institutionalizedin 1863 by President Lincoln, and
finally iconizedin1943 by Norman Rockwell. Our
collective enthusiasm for that perfect founding
moment lives. Thanksgiving is hereto stay — at
least for now.

Butwhat if familiesdidgather, say, next Thanks-
giving Day to celebrate “their” traditions and
“their” heritage? Given that Squanto was said to
be the last member of the Patuxet tribe, it would
follow that only AmericansdescendedfromMay-
flower passengerswould beentitledto“ their” tur-
key dinner with al “their” trimmings— leaving
other Americansto“their” haggis, “their” brisket
and “their” Peking duck. Luckily for the May-
flower-nots(not to mentiontheturkey growersof
America), Thanksgiving has never been aday to
mark our many separatetraditions, but rather one
tocommemorate, very specifically — right down
to the sweet potatoes and cranberry sauce — a
shared heritage nearly 400 yearsold.

But thisshared heritageissomething American
kidsdon’t hear nearly enough about in schoal. In-
deed, having presented athoroughly botched holi-

where to write

diana
west

® commentary

day definition, my grade-schooler’s book report
instructionsculminatedinthefollowing“ Thanks-
giving” readingassignment: “ Inaneffort tounder-
stand theworld better, wewill read multicultural
storiesof family and immigration.”

Theworld?What happenedtoour country?Then
again, why isit that the student novel-reader has
todraw anything but aburgeoning appreciationfor
wordsand storiesfromabook-report assignment?
Maybeit’'sjust me, but if there’sonething worse
than politically corrected history — sorry, social
studies—it’spolitically selected reading— sorry,
language arts. Teaching akid to seethebig, hairy
political hand hiding within the text of a history
book isaneducationinitself; butridingherdona
child saddled with novel s selected for ethnicity’s
sake — and not literature’s— is atoilsome bur-
den. Youfeel for thepoalitically manipulated child,
andif that samechild hasal so extracted apromise
fromyounottoyousay anythingthistime, youfeel
party to the child’spolitical manipulation.

And then there's the fact that the pickings are
what you call mighty slim. For Hispanic book
month, for example, achildren’slibrarian—inall
probability, a quite liberal one — could find me
paltry few identifiably “Hispanic” choicestorec-
ommend besides the uninspired and uninspiring
American Doll book series that is built around
“Josephina,” thedoll from New Mexico. Sowhat
topick for aThanksgiving-inspiredreadingassign-
ment about “multicultural” families migrating
hither and yon? When my youngster’s choice,
“LittleHouseonthePrairie,” wasapproved, | had
to support it (especially since | just might have
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suggested it). Thankfully, the* cultura” in her as
signmentwas"“ multi” tothepoint of includingever
LauralngallsWilder’scovered-wagon trek across
theprairie.

Having escaped political manipulationthistime
| was still bothered by the assignment. Young
American kids, newcomers to the country or not
shouldn’t be pushed “to understand the world bet:
ter” beforethey understandtheir own country ever
alittle bit — and particularly not around Thanks
giving.

Besides, they want to learn about their land. It's
inthenatureof childrentoreflect onwhatisimme:
diately at hand — despite adult attempts to graf
onto them afalse worldly wisdom. A youngster |
know recently brought homeasmall clay scul pture
of somefiguresgrouped aroundatable. Her mothe
looked at it, inquiring, “Are they tribal womer
making bread?’ Andthegirl answered,“ No, they’re
littlegirlsat abirthday party.” (Me, | said nothing.)
One wonders — not too hard — which of the twc
has the deeper grounding in reality. Guessit’s nof
always just the kids who could use alittle extre
guidance.

Diana West is a columnist for The Washingtor
Times. She can be contacted via dianaww@att-
global .net.
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