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We have new high speed digital lines!
nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet.  We offer

reliable service, fast digital connections and full access
to the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee*.  We have knowledgable customer
service people to help you get connected, and plenty of lines to take
your calls.  We are your local Internet Service Provider with people
who can answer your questions.  In most cases, you can be hooked
up today. We have the newest digital incoming lines, and a high
speed frame relay to carry your traffic.

*Special rate offer
With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we

give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).

 Infinite variety on the ‘Net
There’s a whole new world waiting out there.

Whatever you’re interested in, the Internet, with its
millions of postings and services, has it.  Weather, time of

day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,
someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business.  Use it for school.  Use
it for pleasure.  Use it just to find out
what’s out there.  Pick a topic and search
the entire World Wide Web for it ... in just
seconds.

E-mail for fun and profit
E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the
world . . . for no charge . . . once
you have an Internet connection.

Local Tech Support  •  Same-Day Connection*  •  Friendly People to Help

Explore the
wide world
of the Web

We can connect
you  tonight...

not next week!

*In most cases; we’ll try anyway.

NOW HIRING
Company • O/O
Singles • Teams

800-CFI-DRIVE    •    www.cfidrive.com

Families & Individuals
Health Insurance*

      @ Affordable Rates!

Call for Free, no obligation information on:

• A company whose A.M. Best rating is “A-(Excellent).**

• You cannot be singled out for a rate increase.

• You cannot be singled out for cancellation.

• Allows you to choose your doctors and hospitals.

• Flexible programs to fit your needs and your budget.
• PLUS over 100 valuable business benefits through association membership.

Toll-free:1-888-535-1512 **Independent analysts who evaluate insurance companies.

    Ratings are reviewed and affirmed annually.

 •  A licensed insurance agent  will contact you. (may not be available in all states)

A very good place to be.SM

RAMADA.COM or 1.800.2 RAMADA
Ask for promo code LPGP to receive this discounted rate.

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT THE CROSSROADS
OF COMFORT AND VALUE.

Iowa: Cedar Rapids (2)   Clinton   Merle Hay (Des Moines area)   Mt. Pleasant 
Nebraska:  Kearney   Lincoln (3)   Norfolk   North Platte   Ogallala   Omaha

Kansas: Lawrence   Leavenworth   Manhattan   Salina   Wichita (2)     Missouri: Kansas City   St. Joseph

Rooms at the LPGP rate are limited and subject to availability at the participating properties noted. Standard rooms only are available at LPGP rate.. No addition-
al charge for up to four people per available room. Blackout dates and other restrictions apply.  Advance reservations required.  Cannot be combined with any

other offer, promotion or special rate. ©2002 Ramada Franchise Systems, Inc. All rights reserved.  All hotels are independently owned and operated.

RATES FROM
$50

UP TO 4 PEOPLE*

Home businesses don’t need city permit to operate

Conservative wins speaker’s post

chise ordinance  is due to expire on
Dec. 31.
A new franchise ordinance is being
prepared Pickman said, but it has to be
reviewed in Topeka because of new
rules passed by the Legislature this
year.

The agreement extends the current
ordinance until March 31, when the
new ordinance is expected to be ready
for approval.

Commissioner Lutters made the
motion to approve and Blume sec-
onded the motion. It passed unani-
mously.

The commissioners approved the
two steps to renew the city’s interest in
being part of the Kansas Municipal
Energy Agency mutual aid program.

They approved a letter of interest and
then approved a resolution to agree to
be a member of the program, which
allows cities to help one another with
emergency power needs.

Ed Wolak, city public works man-
ager, said the city has not used the
mutual aid program, but that in the last
year Hoisington did after a tornado hit
the city.

The commissioners approved an
ordinance dealing with cross connec-
tions to the city water system and re-
quirements to protect the system from
contamination.

Pickman said the ordinance is de-
signed to require connection control
devices on any equipment that would

potentially be able to contaminate the
city water system if there was a back
flow into the city water lines.

The ordinance had been reviewed by
the city plumbing board and recom-
mended for approval.

It must be reviewed by the Kansas
Department of Health and Environ-
ment before it can become effective.

Pickman said the city had a similar
program approved by the state in 1989,
but when the new plumbing code was
approved, the section was repealed.

The state recommends a separate
cross connection program, and the
plumbing board approved the draft at
their meeting Nov. 12.

The commission approved an agree-
ment with the Kansas Department of
Transportation to repair and crack seal
the runway and taxiway at the airport.
The state would provide $139,000 and
the city would need to put up $46,323.
Pickman said the city has this in the
budget.

The commission approved payment

of $28,808 to Grasser Construction of
Stratton, Colo., for asphalt work at the
airport.

The city will retain $3,200 for minor
work that will need to be done in the
spring.

The commission approved the pay-
ment of bills totaling $181,846.

The next regular commission meet-
ing will be 5 p.m., Monday, Dec. 16,
in the commission room on the second
floor of the City Administration Build-
ing, 204 W. 11th.

Sisters rescue puppy
thrown from pickup

HUTCHINSON (AP) — Road-
side trash usually consists of paper
or plastic flung from a passing ve-
hicle.

So two women driving through
Hutchinson were understandably
startled when the small item pitched
from a fast-moving pickup had four
legs, fur and a sweet disposition.

The puppy that Juliet Raya and her
sister rescued last week remained in
the care of the Hutchinson Humane
Society on Monday, having recov-
ered from an injured leg.

Still at large was the driver who
flung the small, pointy-eared mutt
out the window of a maroon Ford F-
150 pickup truck, police said.

The saga of the heeler mix puppy
started at mid-afternoon on Thanks-
giving Day as Raya, 22, and her sis-
ter, both of Wichita, drove into
Hutchinson to have dinner at their
grandmother’s house.

As they neared an intersection, the
pickup passed their car and sped
ahead of them.

“He cut us off, jumped in front of
us,” Raya said, “and then a little
ways on we saw a dog flying out the
window.”

Raya said her sister slammed on
the brakes.

“We didn’t know whether to chase
the truck or get the dog,” Raya said.

They opted to pull over and re-
trieve the puppy, which was bleed-
ing from its leg injury.

At their grandmother’s house, it
wolfed down a dinner of turkey,
stuffing and gravy, Raya said.

With the Hutchinson Humane So-
ciety closed for the holiday, the
women took the puppy to the Reno
County Law Enforcement Center.
Some “very kind” police officers
notified the Humane Society and
brought the puppy there, Raya said.

By Friday afternoon, the puppy,
estimated to be about 4 months old,
with blue merle markings and pointy
ears, had recovered from its ordeal,
said Humane Society spokeswoman
Sally Shropshire.

TOPEKA (AP) — Things were a
little bit easier this time around for
Republican state Rep. Doug Mays in
his bid to become House speaker.

Mays, a Topeka conservative, on
Monday defeated two moderates,
Reps. Mike O’Neal of Hutchinson and
Kenny Wilk of Leavenworth, to cap-
ture his party’s nomination on the first
ballot.

 Mays received 40 votes to 21 for
Wilk and 18 for O’Neal.

Two years ago, Mays lost out on the
speaker’s post on the fourth ballot
when retiring Speaker Kent Glasscock
eked out a two-vote margin to win the
top job in the House.

“I wouldn’t know what it’s like to
win on the first ballot,” quipped
Glasscock, R-Manhattan, in announc-
ing Mays’ victory.

Mays is all but assured of becoming
speaker when the Legislature con-
venes Jan. 13, since Republicans hold
an 80-45 majority in the House.

Although Mays is a conservative, he
vowed to work with all factions in the
chamber. He said his days of sporting
badges saying “No Increased Taxes”
— as he did last year when Republi-
cans were divided over whether to in-
crease taxes to balance the state bud-

get — were over.
“I’m just going to take a

commonsense approach to this and try
to find a balance between all the com-
peting factions here,” Mays said.
“We’ve got such serious problems in
the state and probably will for the next
few years.”

Another dynamic next year will be
how Republican legislators work with
the newly elected Democratic gover-
nor, Kathleen Sebelius, as it becomes
increasingly clear the options for bal-
ancing the state’s budget are either
drastic cuts in state services, increased
taxes, or a mix of both.

“I just think we need to try to find a
way to work together as a caucus and
work with our Democratic col-
leagues,” Mays said.

Mays said his first duties would be
to complete the selection of commit-
tee chairmanships this week. Of par-
ticular interest is the Appropriations
Committee, chaired by Wilk, who is a
close Glasscock ally.

That committee prepares a package
for the remainder of fiscal year 2003,
which already is nearly $200 million
short, even after Gov. Bill Graves cut
spending twice in the past four months.

Mays said Republicans would give

Sebelius “the benefit of the doubt” and
wait to see what sort of spending plan
she proposed for fiscal 2004, which
begins July 1, 2003.

As a candidate, Sebelius vowed to
hold public education harmless. But
Mays was not sure the budget can be
balanced without cutting aid to the
state’s 303 school districts.

Mays, first elected to the House in
1992, was speaker pro tem under
Speaker Robin Jennison, R-Healy,
during the 1999 and 2000 sessions.
After losing to Glasscock, Mays
chaired the Federal and State Affairs
Committee.

The No. 2 spot the House, majority
leader, went to Clay Aurand of

Courtland, now the speaker pro tem.
He defeated Don Dahl of Hillsboro 41-
38 on the second ballot. Rep. John
Edmonds of Great Bend dropped out
after the first ballot.

Majority Leader Shari Weber of
Herington was defeated in the August
primary by Bill Kassebaum of
Burdick. She mounted a failed write-
in campaign in November.

Meanwhile, Democrats elected
Dennis McKinney of Greensburg as
minority leader. McKinney, assistant
minority leader during the 2001-02
sessions, had no opposition. He re-
placed Jim Garner of Coffeyville, who
gave up his House seat in a failed bid
for insurance commissioner.


