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Whestlers look forward to successful season

By Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland Cowboys wrestling
team had asuccessful seasonlast year,
winning the league tournament and
placing second in regional and state
competition, and the coach believes
they candoit again.

“1 expect thesamefromthemaslast
year,” CoachRandy Bahesaid.“1f they
work hard and have fun, we have the
potential to have agood season.”

Of the 29 wrestlers who came out
thisyear, eight are seniorsand six are
returning state qualifiers. Four are
ranked by the statewrestling coaches
association.

The seniors include Mathias
Goodley, KyleSchulte, DustinKlinge,
Taylor Brack, Brandon Linden,
Landon West, Tyler Rall and Andy
Phillips.

Junior Jordan Bedore won the 215-
pound state championship last year,
Dexter Deeds placed fourth at statein
the 103-pound division and junior
Blayze Bahe took second at 112.
Goodley has qualified for state once
and Schulte twice, but neither ad-
vanced to the medal rounds|ast year.

Bedore, Bahe, Brack and Deeds
madethecoaches’ staterankings. (See
box.)

Coach Bahe said injuries always
play akey roleinateam’ ssuccess, and
the Cowboys already have one strike
against theminthat area.

Deeds’ middleknucklewasbroken
during practice on Wednesday, the
coach said, and he will not be able to
wrestle for several weeks. Bahe said
while Deedswaswrestling, he put his
hand on the mat to regain his balance
and hismiddle finger wasturned.

“Itwill hurt to bewithout him,” the
coach said, noting that freshman Brett
Lalicker will likely replace Deeds. “I
think hewill stepinanddoagoodjob.”

Bahesaidtherest of thewrestlersare
healthy — even Bedore, who played
most of thefootball season with acast
covering hisright armafter breakinga
bone in his hand. The coach said it’s
possibleto play footbal | withabroken
hand, but it won't work in wrestling
because awrestler needs his handsto
grasp his opponent.

Theteam haslost seniorswho were
good at providing younger wrestlers
with support and leadership last year,
Bahe said, but hopefully the new se-
niorswill pull thegrouptogether inthe
sameway.

“1t’ ssomethingasacoachyoureally
liketosee,” hesaid, noting that part of
what made the Cowboys successful
last year wasthewrestlers’ dedication.

“Last year’'s team responded every
week,” Bahe said, “and improved ev-
ery week. Thisteam should be ableto
do the same.”

Theteam hasbeen practicingfor two
weeks, thecoach said, andisfocusing
on strengthening basic skillsin the
neutral, top and bottom positions.

“We're making sure we have the
basic skillswherethey needtobe,” he
said.

Coaches rank
four Cowboys

The Goodland Cowboys have
four wrestlersintheKansasWres-
tling CoachesA ssociation pre-sea-
son individual rankings, and two
are ranked first in their weight
class.

Junior Blayze Bahe is ranked
first in the 119 weight class and
Junior Jordan Bedore is ranked
firstinthe 215 weight class.

Senior Taylor Brack is ranked
fourth at the 160 pound level and
Sophomore Dexter Deeds is
ranked fourth in the 112 pound
class.

Here are the top pre-season ranked wres-
tlers from northwest Kansas as voted by the
Kansas Wrestling Coaches Association.
Weight Wrestler School
year

CLASS 1-3A
Matt Coleman  Oberlin ir.
Kevin Brown St. Francis jr.
Kenyon Badsky Oberlin St.

130 4th
130 5th
135 3rd

140 5th Chance Harmon Oberlin ir.
189 3rd Tanner Schmidt Atwood St.
215 6th Dallas Walz St. Francis  sr.
275 4th HeathKlein Atwood ir.
CLASS4A
112 4th Dexter Deeds Goodland soph.
119 1st BlayzeBahe  Goodland |r.
119 4th Jesse Tibbles  Colby Sr.
125 1st Danny Mainus  Colby St.
125 5th ReesMcKinney ScottCity .
145 1st Eric Luedke Colby St.

152
160
215

2nd Schuyler Sharpe Colby ir.
4th TaylorBrack  Goodland sr.
1st Jordan Bedore Goodland jr.

The first tournament the Cowboys
will attend will start at 8:30a.m. in St.
Francis. Although theteamismissing
oneof itskey varsity playersin Deeds,
Coach Bahe said he thinks the Cow-
boys will place third or fourth. The
Cowboys took second at the tourna-
ment last year.

Thecoachsaiditwill beachalleng-
ingtournament, astalentedteamsfrom
Colby and Scott City will attend, but it
won't be the toughest of the season.
Those will come in January, he said,
when the Cowboys travel to Liberal
and Newton.

The team has never attended the
Newton tournament, Bahe said, but
he'sexpecting it to be abear.

“Some people say it's maybe the
toughest tournament in the state,” he
said. “Wewill find out.”

For thefirst timein about 12 years,
Goodland will host the Class 4A Re-
gional Wrestling Tournament in Feb-
ruary, Coach Bahe said. The two-day
event will bring hundreds of families
and wrestling fansto town, he said.

“Ithink thefieldhouseisgoingtobe
full,” Bahe said. “It will beafun and
exciting tournament. I’ mlooking for-
wardtoit.”

Regionalswon’t be easy, the coach
said, asfour thetop five ranked teams
areinGoodland' sregionandfiveof the
top 10. ThetopfourincludeClay Cen-
ter, which won the Class 4A state
championship last year, Goodland,
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Randy Bahe, (above) head coach
of the Goodland Cowboys wres-
tling team, demonstrated how get
out of a hold during practice on
Monday afternoon. Coach Bahe
(right) watched and directed two
wrestlersin aranking match during

practice Monday.
Photos by Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

Abileneand Colby. Concordia, which
ranked eighth, isalsointheregion.

Bahesaid oneof thetoughest teams
the Cowboyswill facethisyear will be
Hoxie, which won the Class 1-2-3A
statechampionshiplast year. L ast sea-
son, the Cowboystied with Hoxieat a
dual and beat the Indiansat theleague
tournament.

“Hoxiewill betheteaminourleague
tobeat,” hesaid. “ They wereatremen-
dous team last year and most of their
same playersarereturning.”

Thiswill beBahe'ssecond seasonin
the head coaching spot — after being
an assistant coach for several years—
and hesaid he’ sfeelingmorecomfort-
able.

“I’ve alot of the head coaching re-
sponsibilities,” hesaid. “1 know more
what to expect.”

Wildcats make case for Orange Bowl appearance

MANHATTAN (AP) — Kansas
Statewill guaranteethesaleof at least
25,000 tickets to the Orange Bowl if
the Wildcats are awarded an at-large
bid to the gamein Miami, athletic di-
rector TimWeiser said Monday night.

The Wildcats are 10-2 and ranked
No. 6but still consideredlongshotsfor
afirst-ever Bowl Championship Series
bid. Kansas StateisNo. 8 inthelatest
BCS standings, released Monday.

Weiser said he, coach Bill Snyder
and university president Jon Wefald
would plead Kansas State’ scasein per-

son to bowl officialstoday in Miami.

“Our mainintentionsaretogothere
and sharewith them specificinforma
tiononhow well theK ansas Statefoot-
ball teamisplayingright now,” Wei ser
said. “We'll a sotalk about thefan sup-
port that we enjoy and what we antici-
patewewouldhavetravelingwithus.”

The Orange Bowl, set for Jan. 2,
2003, isno longer played at its name-
sake stadium but at Pro Player Sta-
dium, which seats 75,540.

“WE' repretty confidentwewouldbe
ableto sell aminimum of 25,000, based

Buffs get second chance at Sooners

HOUSTON (AP)— Coloradomade
too many mistakes against Oklahoma
thefirsttimetheteamsplayedthissea-
son. The Buffaloeshave beenlooking
for a second chance, and they get it
Saturday inthe Big 12 championship.

Colorado lost 27-11 to the Sooners
on Nov. 2. In thefirst half, the Buffa-
loeslost two fumbl es, had apassinter-
cepted, muffed apoochkick andhad a
field goal blocked.

“We didn’t give ourselves much of
a chance,” Colorado coach Gary
Barnett said Monday. “ You can’t play
ateam like Oklahoma and expect to
winwhenyou turn the ball over.”

Oklahoma quarterback Nate Hybl
knowsthe Soonersdid enoughtowin.

“Thefeeling | got wasthey left some
playsonthefield and wedidn’t finish
the game like they were expecting us
to,” Hybl said. “Wemadeenough plays
and we did get alittle conservative. |
don’t know how they reacted but we
deservealot of credit.”

The eighth-ranked Sooners (10-2)

struggled latein the season. They lost
to TexasA&M on Nov. 9, then Okla-
homaStateupset them 38-28 Saturday
for the second year inarow.

Colorado enters the game with a
three-gamewinning streak. They beat
Nebraska 28-13 on Friday.
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on how well we've traveled in the
past,” Weiser said. “But that’sgoingto
besecondary tothecompetitivenessof
our team.”

KansasState’ stwolosseshavecome
by atotal of seven pointsand bothwere
against ranked teams: 35-31at No. 12
ColoradoonOct.5,and17-14inover-
timeto No. 9 Texason Oct. 19.

Since losing to the Longhorns, the
Wildcats have beaten Baylor 44-10,
Kansas 64-0, lowa State 58-7, Ne-
braska49-13and Missouri 38-0. Their
winsover theJayhawks, Cyclonesand
Cornhuskers were the most lopsided
ever in seriesthat go back decades.

“Thisisateamthat’splayingitsbest
football of theyear late,” Weiser said.

Even if Snyder, Weiser and Wefald

manageto impress Orange Bow! offi-
cials, their point would be moot if No.
9 Washington Statewinsat UCLA on
Saturday. Win, and the Cougars are
guaranteed a BCS bowl! as Pac-10
champions.

“We recognize our chances aretied
directly totheoutcomeof theWashing-
ton State-UCLA game,” Weiser said,
“but it’s our responsibility, minein
particular, to go down there and make
the casefor Kansas State.”
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& The Chamber of Secrets
(PG): Scary moments; some creature
violence; mild language
Nightly 7.00

www.landmar kinn.com

The Teller Room

A Unigue Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Shop the Oberlin Mercantile
for Unique Christmas Gifts

/\Toll Free Reservations:
o
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at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Christmas Brunch Buffet
Sun., Dec. 8,11 a.m.-2 p.m.

A Victorian Christmas Tea
Sun., Dec. 15, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

1-888-639-0003

Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am.-1:30 p.m.
Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan|

Brewster A Al BOOSLE 0

December 4 -December 11, 2002

Thursday, Dec. 5 - Winter Music Program 7:30 p.m.;
First possible Basketball competition

Friday, Dec. 6 - High School Basketball at Grinnell
6:30 p.m. & 8 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 9 - High School Scholars Bowl at Colby
4 p.m.; Junior High Scholars Bowl at Tribune 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 10 - Early Dismissal 12:19 p.m.; Sage-
brush Shootout at Brewster 3 p.m.
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1205 Main
Goodland, KS
(785) 899-2338

S&T Telephone
Cooperative
wishes all
students success!

Telephone Cooperative fissociation

P.O. Box 99 = Brewster, Kan. 67732
(785) 694-2256

Check our On-Line Site
at nwkansas.com

USD 314

Wishes the best to ALL
Brewster Students!
Go Bulldogs!

102.5rmKKGI

Best of the 70s, 80s, & 90s

KWGB
97.9

KLOE 730..

Full Service Radio




