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29°
at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:24 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:51 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:24 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 36 degrees
* Humidity 42 percent
* Sky overcast
+ Winds north 12 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.32 inches

and falling

* Record High 74° (1965)
* Record Low 1° (1955)

Last 24 Hours*

High 29°
Low 15°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy, low upper
teens, winds northeast 5-10 m.p.h.
Tomorrow: mostly cloudy, high lower
40s, low near 20, winds west 10-15
m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Friday: mostly sunny, high lower
50s, low lower 20s. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high lower 40s. Sunday:
mostly clear, high lower 40s, low

upper teens.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $3.78 bushel
Posted county price — $3.76
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.43 bushel
Posted county price — $2.23
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.20 bushel
Soybeans — $5.15 bushel
Posted county price — $5.07
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $14.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $12.00 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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K
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Late news
from the
Associated
Press

Senators don't
believe Saudis

WASHINGTON — Despite
Saudi Arabia sassurancesthat ter-
ror groups were not being
bankrolled by Saudi charities, two
key senators are urging the Bush
administrationtoinvestigate pos-
sible financial links to the desert
kingdom'sroyal family.

The Saudistook thediplomatic
offensive Tuesday and announced
new actionsto deny money toter-
ror groups. At the sametime, the
foreign policy adviser to Crown
Prince Abdullah, Saudi Arabia's
defactomonarch, disputedallega-
tionsthat hisgovernment haddone
apoor job keeping money from
terrorists.

Theadviser,Add al-Jubeir, said
at anewsconferencethekingdom
was being maligned in away that
borderson hatred.

The Stateand Treasury Depart-
ments issued statements praising
Saudi Arabia sefforts.

Stuckeyss fire still being Investigated

By Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

Investigatorsarestill looking for the cause of
afireon Saturday night that burnedthe Stuckey’s
Restaurantin Brewster tothegroundand haven't
ruled out arson.

The fire was reported at 9:35 p.m. and
Brewster and Sherman County firefightersspent
more than six hours battling the huge blaze,
which alsoleveled an apartment attached to the
restaurant.

Investigatorsand anarsondog scouredthesite
on Sunday and M onday | ooking for evidenceof
what started thefire. Officers say thefact there
havebeenat|east threefiresat Stuckey’ srecently
andthebuildingwasup for salemakestheblaze

suspicious.

Mike Baughn, Thomas County undersheriff
and Brewster mayor, said hehasn’t hadtimetotalk
with people investigating the fire to find out the
results. Hesaid deputy BrianDiercksandthestate
firemarshal’s office in Topeka are doing the in-
vestigation.

Baughn said the fire marshal’s office sent out
anarsondogto sniff thescenefor accel erantsthat
someonecould haveusedto start thefire. Samples
fromthescenemay havebeen senttoalaboratory
tobeanayzed, hesaid.

“1 don’'t know whether they found anything
suspicious,” Baughnsaid, notingthat anarsondog
isusualy brought out when thereisalargefire.

Mike Cameron, spokesman for the fire

marshal’s office, said theinvestigationisn’t fin-
ished, but when it is areport will be sent to the
Thomas County Sheriff’s Department.

Baughn said there are afew factors that make
theblazesuspicious. Therehavebeenat least three
firesat Stuckey’srecently, hesaid, and the build-
ing had been for salefor at | east three months.

Five days before Saturday’s fire, he said,
Brewster and Sherman County firefighterswere
called to Stuckey’s to put out a firein the
restaurant’s office. He said that fire was likely
caused by acigarettebeingthrowninthetrashcan
beforeit wasfully extinguished.

Beforethat, Baughnsaid, therewasafireinthe
grill areathat employees put out themselvesand
wasn’t reported.

TheBrewster restaurant’ sformer manager who
now runsthe Stuckey’ sin Grinnell saidtherewas
afireat theBrewster Stuckey’swhilesheworked
there. Shesaidaclothesdryer malfunctioned and
caught onfire. Thedryer wasreplaced, shesaid,
becausethemanufacturer foundit wasdefective.

Baughn said officers felt the Stuckey’s fire
warranted afull investigation.

“Whenyouhavethreefiresinashorttime,” he
said, “andthebuildingisupfor sale, it makesyou
want to do thefullest investigation possible.”

Baughn said Jacob Koch, 19, the restaurant’s
cashier, wastheonly employeein therestaurant
whenthefirestarted, andwasnotinjured. Hesaid

See FIRE, Page 4

Officials
Opposing
state cuts

City may join suit
challenging Graves

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

City Commissionersagreed Monday
tojoinal eagueof KansasMunicipali-
tieseffort to oppose Gov. Bill Graves
recent budget cuts because they will
mean the state will keep $155,000 it
owestothecity.

City Manager Ron Pickman saidthe
stateorganizationisconsideringfiling
alawsuit challenging the governor’s
authority to cut fundsthat arecollected
by the state, but which are supposedto
bereturned to the citiesand counties.

Pickman saidthelateannouncement
of thebudget cutsput thecity introuble
becausethebudget hasal ready been set
for the next year, and it would take an
increase of six to seven mills of prop-
erty tax to cover the $155,000 cut.

“Thegovernor’scutsarean attempt
tobalancethestatebudget onthebacks
of the cities and counties,” Pickman
said. “While this may not stop all the
cutsit may slow them down.”

Therequest fromthestateorganiza-
tionisfor thecity tosupport apotential
lawsuit at no additional costtothecity.

Pickmansaidthecutsdonot coverall
thefundsthat comeback tothecity, but
that it isbig chunk. Thetotal received
from money collected by the state is
about $450,000, he said. Part of the
money collected by the state includes
theliquor tax andthefuel tax, whichis
about $175,000.

“If the state takes all of that money
away we will be in deep trouble,”
Pickman said.

Commissioner CurtisHurd madethe
motion to approve aletter to the state
municipal organization to include
Goodland in the potential lawsuit.

Commissioner Chuck Lutterssaidit
may not stop thecuts, but the protestis
agoodidea. Themotionwasapproved
unanimously.

oy

In front yards

The Christmas Spirit has spread
across Goodland. Santa Claus
(above) is having a private mo-
ment with Mrs. Claus at 402
Caldwell, while peppermint sticks
line the sidewalk at 13th and
Caldwell (below) and Mary and
Joseph lean over baby Jesus at

the First Baptist Church.
Photos by Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News

Suit filer’s history to be checked

Judge gives lawyer access to medical and police records

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

A Goodland judge gave a Colby
doctor’s lawyer permission to look
through the medical and employment
records of a hospital employee who
claimsthedoctor sexually harassed her.

At amotion hearing last week, Dis-
trict Court JudgeJack L. Burrruled Dr.
Victor Hildyard's lawyer can collect
informationabout MargaretAnn Staats
of Menlo. Burr has been handling the
case becausethe Colby judgeisone of
Hildyard's patients.

Burr said he intends to reassign the
case to another judge. Hefirst got in-
volved after the CitizensMedical Cen-
ter board suspended Hildyard after
Staatsmadeacomplaint. Burr blocked
the suspension.

Staats later recanted her complaint,
but then filed a lawsuit against
Hildyard.

During the telephone conference
cal,Burrsaidhewill allow Hildyard's
lawyer, Michael O’'Neal of
Hutchinson, to gather medical/psychi-

atric records and employment records
on Staatsfor thepast 10years. Thecon-
ferencewasbetweenBurr, O’ Neal and
Staats’ attorney, Charles Worden of
Norton.

Burrwill allow O’ Neal accesstoall
law enforcement recordspertainingto
Staats, whichthecourt wouldexamine
in closed session to determinewhat, if
any, records may or may not be rel-
evant.

Statelaw saysaplaintiff, inthiscase
Staats, whofilesalawsuit alleging in-
jury and damage, placestheir medical
and mental conditioninissue andis
deemed to have waived the physician/
patient privilege. Burr grantedthemo-
tion.

Although the telephone conference
wasthefirst step in the discovery pro-
cess, statelaw further saysthat any or-
dersfor records are confidential and
will only be used in alawsuit to prove
or disprove certain claims.

With respect to the case being reas-
signed, Burr said anew judge will be
named in the near future, but had no

further comment onwhy hewasremov-
ing himself.

Staats filed the lawsuit in October
dlegingsevereemotional distressfrom
the doctor’s extreme and outrageous
nature. She is asking for in excess of
$75,000 and is requesting the court
grant her husband, Troy Kent Staats, in
excessof $75,000for emotional painhe
suffered.

A second lawsuit against Hildyard
has been filed by Dr. Duncan Davis, a
surgeon in both Goodland and Colby.
That lawsuit, filed late last month,
names Colby Drs. Hildyard and
Raymond Ketting, along with Judith
Sears, a board member at Citizens
Medical Center for defamation of char-
acter issuesandisasking for in excess
of $75,000.

Thusfar, theonly personto havere-
sponded to Davis' allegationsis Sears
through her attorney, Ron Shalz of
Colby. Inherreply, whichwasfiledlast
week, Searsis asking that Davis pro-

See LAWSUIT, Page 4

First big storm drops
up to 7 inches in areas

WINFIELD (AP) — Wintry
weather closed schoolsacrossmuch
of southern Kansas today and chal-
lenged motorists who were getting
reacquainted with ice and snow.

Snowfall inthe season’sfirst sig-
nificant stormwasheaviestin south-
eastern counties close to the Okla-
homaborder, withupto 7 inchesex-
pected to accumul ate by tonight.

Thestorm bl astedinto southwest-
ernKansasfrom Oklahomaon Tues-
day, dropping at least 3 inches of
snow inLiberal befores owly taper-
ing off in western sections and
spreading into east-central and
southeastern Kansas.

Troopers with the Kansas High-
way Patrol reportedfewinjury-caus-
ing accidents on the Kansas Turn-
pike, adispatcher said.

But police and sheriff’s depart-
ments were kept busy with fender-
benders and vehicles that slid into

ditches.

InCowley County, Sheriff’sCapt.
DonReadsaidall roadswereicy and
snow-packed by midmorning, with
snow still falling“ rather hard.” Read
saidschoolswereclosedinWinfield
and Arkansas City.

“Youdon'twant busesout onthose
roads,” Read said.

An accident in northern Cowley
County late Tuesday sent oneperson
to the hospital, but traffic problems
otherwiseconsisted mostly of people
stranded in vehicles that slid off
roads, Read said.

“We usually work alot of acci-
dentsonthefirst storm of theseason
becauseit’sthefirst snow or thefirst
ice, and peoplearen’t accustomedto
drivingonitsincelastyear,” hesaid.

Forecasters had given residents
ample warning of the storm, which
may have kept many indoors, Read
said.




