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Kansas homeless shelters see rising need for help

By Roxana Hegeman
Associlated Press Writer

WICHITA — A weak economy is
taking its toll on some of the state’'s
most vulnerabl e citizens as homeless
shelters across Kansas see more de-
mand for their services.

New Beginningsin Hutchinson has
awaiting list of familiestrying to get
intoitshomel essshelter, somewaiting
two weeksto amonth, or more, for an
opening.

TheSalinaRescueMissionhasseen
thenumber of homelessmenmorethan
doublein about ayear.

And awinter homeless overflow
shelter in Wichita expects to house

more peoplethisyear than at any time
inits12-year history.

Shara Gonzales, director of New
Beginnings, said the Hutchinson shel -
ter reached capacity in 1994 and has
hadawaitinglist since. Theshelter can
house 22 people now, but the number
of people seeking shelter peaked at 78
in June and has stayed about the same
sincethen.

“Weareseeingmoreand morefami-
liesin cars, and that didn’t used to be
the case here,” shesaid.

It wasatrend that started with wel-
farereform, asmany familieslost ben-
efitswhenthey wereunableto comply
with the welfare-to-work programs,

Gonzalessaid. Theproblemhasgrown
as more people lose their jobs in
Hutchinson.

“The layoffs and economic down-
turnhavemadeasignificantimpacton
people who would never ask for our
services,” Gonzalessaid.

About half the people the shelter
serves are families. It used to take an
averageof threemonthsfor ahomeless
family tofind ahouse again and set up
ahome, now it is taking four months
or longer, she said.

At the SalinaRescue Mission, Rev.
Steve Kmetz said it used to bethat the
men who stayed in the shelter did not
havedifficulty findinglow payingjobs

Head quits due to closed meetings

TOPEKA (AP) — The head of a
government review team appointed by
Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius quit
Tuesday because theteams’ meetings
have been closed to the public.

The move by state Sen. David
Adkins, R-Leawood, came as more
than a dozen Kansas news organiza-
tions, including TheAssociated Press,
negotiated with Sebelius’ transition
staff over her decisionto havethegov-
ernment review teamsmeetin private.

Adkinsnotified Sebelius’ transition
officeof hisdecisionin afaxed letter,
the contents of which he declined to
make public.

But hetold The Kansas City Sar, in
aninterview for astory intoday’sedi-
tions, that he disagreed with Sebelius’
call to close the meetings held by his
public-safety budget committee,
which is part of Sebelius' top-to-bot-
tom review of the deficit-burdened
state budget.

“For me, it'sas simple aswhen the
people's business is being discussed,
peoplehavearighttobethere,” Adkins
said. “The(budget) problemisof such

magnitude that | think we owe it to
ourselves as policy-makersto take as
many people along on thisjourney as
possible.”

Adkins also cited scheduling con-
flictsthat prevented him from attend-
ing either of hiscommittee'sfirst two
meetings. “ The meetingswere sched-
uledwithout consulting my calendar,”
Adkinssaid.

Tuesday’s talks were held as word
spread of apending lawsuit challeng-
ing Sebelius’ decision to have the
teams conduct closed-door meetings
prior to making any recommendations
to her.

Sebelius previously said the meet-
ingsdon’t fall under the Kansas Open
M eetingsA ct and that keeping discus-
sionsprivatewill foster frank and can-
did discussions.

MikeMerriam, attorney for thenews
organizations, said he spoke at length
Tuesday with Sebelius staffers.

“The governor-elect’s transition
team hasexpressed adesiretoresolve
thisissue out of court and they have
invited further discussions on that

point,” Merriam said.

“Wewill know by midmorningtomor-
row whether that can bedoneor whether
wewill befiling alawsuit,” he said.

Sebelius spokeswoman Nicole
Corcoran-Basso said discussionswere
ongoing in the hopes of reaching an
agreement.

An attorney general’s opinion has
saidtheteams, named by Sebeliuslast
month, do not fall under the Open
MeetingsAct until Sebelius becomes
governor on Jan. 13.

But Merriamdisagreed, saying, “We
think thesereview teamsthat Sebelius
hasestablished shouldbesubjecttothe
Open MeetingsAct.”

Adkins said he had told reporters
that his hearingswould be opentothe
public. But at his committee’s first
hearing two weeks ago, the panel’s
acting chairman closed the hearing
even though reporters showed up to
cover the proceedings.

Sebelius’ other committees are ex-
amining infrastructure, economy, hu-
man services, agriculture and re-
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Lawyerwill check filer'sbackground
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duce documents that prove she de-
famed his character.

Classifeds work!
899-2338

Intherequest, Shalzonbehalf of his
client, isasking for documents, state-
ments, or other reports from Davis's
attorney, Larry G. Michel of Salina.

Searsdeniedall allegationsmadeby
Davisandrequested ajudgment in her
favor for costs and relief as the court
believes equitable.

Anadministrative hearing washeld
onWednesday, Nov. 20, relatingtothe
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original allegations made by Staats
against Hildyardin lateApril.

Two days after those initial allega-
tions, Staats was reported to have re-
canted the statements. The results of
the administrative hearing have not
been publicized, nor areany of thepar-
tiesinvolved commenting, sincethese
types of hearings are not open to the
public or conducted in alegal setting.
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in restaurants or manufacturing. Now
they are having to work harder tofind
jobs.

About ayear andahalf ago, thenum-
ber of men looking for shelter there
hovered around 18 each night. That
went up to 40 late last year and now
standsat around 50. So far, the Salina
shelter hasbeen abletoprovideat least
amattress on the floor for those who
needed it.

“ At thispoint, we have had an over-
flow,” Kmetzsaid. “ Wecertainly have
the square footage, but we don’t have
enough staff to be ableto managethat
many men.”

In Wichita, homeless shelters are

full. An overflow shelter opened last
week to care for record numbers of
people needing shelter.

“During cold winter monthsthere
is not enough room,” the Rev. Sam
Muyskens, executive director of In-
ter-FaithMinistries, told TheWichita
Eagle.

Inthe gymnasium of the St. Paul’'s
United M ethodi st Church, volunteers
set up about 30 cotsto accommaodate
additional homel ess, mostly menwho
areunemployed or whose minimum-
wagejobscan't cover rent.

Thosewhocheckingot afreemeal
andtheuseof acotandthreethinmili-
tary blanketsfor thenight. No pillow.

No privacy.

“It'snot acomfortable placeto be,”
said Sandy Swank, director of housing
and homelessservicesfor Inter-Faith.
“Itisahorrible placeto be. It'stheflu
season. There are sick people here.
Angry peoplehere. Lot of mentalyill
people here.”

Muyskens said area officials think
morepeoplewill beseeking shelter this
year than at any other timeintheover-
flow shelter’s 12-year history. The
shelterisopenfromDecember through
February.

“Weareseeingfar morepeopleseek-
ing food and emergency services,”
Muyskenssaid.
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Stuckeys fire still being investigated

“What you guys hear iswhat we hear,” shesaid.

sults of theinterviews.

said.

Kochand Sarah Divine, themanager, wereacoupleand
lived in the apartment behind the restaurant.
Thenight of thefire, Baughn said, Divinewasvisit-
inganother Stuckey’semployee. Both Divineand Koch
have been interviewed, he said, but he hasn't seen re-

Stuckey’sis also a gas station and Baughn said the
gasstoragetankshad beenfilledtheday beforethefire.
Firefightersdidagood job of keeping theflamesaway
fromthegaspumps, hesaid, and dousingthepumpswith
water. The storage tanks will probably be emptied, he

TheGrinnell Stuckey’smanager saidtheowner of the
Brewster restaurantisaGeorgiamannamed Fred Miller.
She said she hasno ideahow thefire started.

triever Roxanne.

Cameron said Melvin Dale, one of the office’'s 12 in-
vestigators, has been assigned to the casealong with K -
9 handler Mark McCleary and his black Labrador Re-

Cameronsaid Dalewill besearchingfor theoriginand
causeof thefire. Hewill interview Koch and Divine, he

said, and other witnessesand authoritieswho hel ped put

out thefire.

Cameron said Roxanneistrained to detect hydro-car-
bonsfoundin gasoline, petroleum and other fossil fuels.
TheK-9unitisusualy called in when there are mul-
tiple origins of afire, he said, but can be brought in for

other reasons as well. He said he didn’t know why the

dog was used thistime.
Cameron said theinvestigation could span months.
“Thisisavery complex investigation,” hesaid

Mediator sides with Colorado In battle

DENVER (AP) — A lawyer ap-
pointed by the Supreme Court has
backed Colorado’scalculation for the
amount of money owed Kansasinthe
states' long-running battle over use of
Arkansas River water.

On Monday, Special Master Arthur
Littleworth agreed that Col orado owes
Kansas $28.9 million for taking too
much water from the river from 1950
t0 1994.

Kansas had sought $52.8 millionin
damages, claiming Colorado owed it
interest on damages during that time.
Colorado’scalculationincludesinter-
est on damages incurred starting in
1985, when Kansas filed its lawsuit
against Colorado.

The U.S. Supreme Court still must
approve Littleworth’s recommenda-
tion, said Ken Lane, spokesman for
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Colorado Attorney General Ken
Salazar.

“Thisisasignificant victory for
Colorado and confirms Colorado’s
position,” Salazar said Tuesday.

Kansas Attorney General Carla
Stovall had not seen the decision but
her spokesman, Mark Ohlemeier, said:

“It is our understanding that thisis
justthespecial master’srecommenda-
tion and that this is not final,”
Ohlemeier said. “Thiswill belooked
at very carefully by the attorney
general’sofficeandwe' |l decideat that
timewhat our next step will be.”

The Supreme Court ruled in 1995
that Coloradoviolatedthe1949Arkan-
sas River Compact by allowing farm-
ersto pump too much water.

Last year, the court ruled Kansasis
entitledtomoney aswell aswater from

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business.

Use it for school. Use

it for pleasure. Use it just to find out

what’s out there. Pick a topic and search

Colorado. Since then, the two states
have been arguing over how much.

Tiny Kansas City
suburb merges

COUNTRYSIDE. (AP) — The
mayor of thistiny Kansas City suburb
finally got what he wanted.

On Tuesday, Ken Davis’ constitu-
ents voted Countryside out of exist-
ence.

After adivisivecampaignthat liter-
ally pitted neighbor against neighbor
in the six-square-block enclave, the
city’s residents decided overwhelm-
ingly to mergewith neighboring Mis-
sion.

the entire World Wide Web for it ... in just

seconds.
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