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Saints and sinners: The seventh comandment means?

Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15 and
Deuteronomy 5:19)

What doesthis mean?

“We should fear and love God that we may
not takeour neighbor’ smoney or goods, nor get
them by falsedealing, but helphimtoimprove
and protect his property and business”
(Numberings and definition from Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism).

This commandment safeguarded private
property. It went, however, beyond thesimple
taking of another’ sgoodsandisamoral law that
is upheld by various religions. The Mishna,
whichistheteachingsof therabbisandthefirst
section of the Talmud, al so goesbeyond defin-
ing stealing asjust acriminal law by sayingthat
thereare” seven kinds of thieves, and thechief
of all ishewho deceiveshisfellow.”

Toprevent theshopkeeper from cheating his

customers with the ancient version of “the
thumb onthescales,” theMishnadeclared that
the* shopkeeper must wipehismeasurestwice
aweek, hisweightsonceaweek, and hisscales
after every weighing.”

Quiteapart fromany criminal penalties, Jew-
ish moral law also taught that one who steals
couldnot receiveGod' sforgivenessuntil hehad
first atoned for hissinto theinjured party. For
stealing an ox, the reparation was five oxen if
theox had beenkilled or sold. If theox wasstill
recoverablewhen the thief was caught, hehad
togiveit back plustwo other oxen.

Under Luther’s teachings, the Seventh Com-
mandment was a “commands to rightdoing.” It
wasnot enoughthat wedon't steal fromour neigh-
bor or cheat him. Wemust also “helphimtoim-
proveand protect hisproperty and business.”

The Seventh Commandment was one of
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thosethat L uther foundimplicitinthe prohibi-
tions of wrongdoings found in the command-
ments. Hetaught that our first concern must not
be with obtaining things but with hel ping oth-
ers. Thisgivesaneeded correctiveto our mod-
ern philosophy of getting ahead“ by hook or by
crook” or “every man for himself.”

Are we becoming a nation of thieves? Some
fear we are and | have even heard some say in
passing that if another depression comesit will
not be accompanied by people selling appleson

street cornersasthey didduringtheGreat Depres-
sion or standing patiently in soup lines. With
today’s mindset, some fear a severe economic
depression could result in angry mobs storming
stores and taking what they feel istheirs.

But there may be away to prevent that, be-
cause, when you think about it, none of ussuc-
ceedsor failsonhisor her own. Thejoy and hap-
piness we feel, the sadness and failure we ex-
perience— thesethingsare usualy related in
someway to other peopleinour lives.

Each of usishis“brother’s keeper” — and
we must keep track of our brother’swelfare.

Other peopledo haveaclaimto our timeand
love, and when we withhold it from them, we
are taking from them something that is right-
fullytheirs, even“stealing” it— especially with
our children.

Whenwearetoo busy for our children, weare

takingfromthemtheir most preciouspossession.
Thisisakind of stealing that should concern us
asmuch asburglary, shoplifting or cheating.

Wehavehad* Youcan!” dinnedintoour ears
somuchby modernschoolingor “ self-improve-
ment” phil osophi esthat wehaveforgotten how
tosay“I can’'t” and havestretched ourselvestoo
thin at the expense of loved ones.

So, inaddition to merely following the Sev-
enth Commandment at facevalue, try this: Say
“1 can’'t” whenever it appearsthat saying“ | can”
would mean* stealing” away theloveandtime
you should be giving to others:

“I"dliketobut | can’t—my mother wouldn’t
want meto.”

“I"dliketobut | can’t—itwould mean spend-
ing too much time away from my children.”

“I"dliketobut | can’t—my wife(or husband)
isexpecting me home.”

By housing world’s largest angel museum, Wisconsin church spared

By Carrie Antflinger
Associated Press Writer

BELOIT, Wis. — A small museum
that sitson the banksof the Rock River
in southern Wisconsin is a heavenly
spot for angel lovers.

The Beloit Angel Museum features
morethan 7,500 angel statuesdisplayed
wing-to-wing in a former Roman
Catholic church that was spared de-
struction so it could housethefigures.

They come in an amazing variety.
Thereareangelsmadeof resin, porce-
lain, drinking straws, pasta, coal, tin,
ceramic, wood, papier mache, stained
glass, pine cones, cornhusks, wax,
clothes pins and seal skin. One was
made from adried apple.

There' safirefighter angel, ahunter,
nurse, pilot, doctor, bride and groom.
Oneangel istipsy, another isabobble-
head doll and some are even posing
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with devils.

Others double as bells, candles,
candle holders, vases, smoke alarms,
coasters, lipstick holders, pencil sharp-
enersand salt and pepper shakers.

Thedisplay has made the Guinness
Book of World Records and includes
angels from around the globe: Oprah
Winfrey donated a collection of black
angels.

In asense, the angels saved the 98-
year-old building where they are
housed from being demolished.

“What | believein my heart is the
collectionhappened, themuseum hap-
pened and it was something that was
supposed to happen,” said Joyce Berg,
71, who started the coll ection with her
husband, Lowell, in 1976.

Their first two angels came from a
Floridaantique store.

“Aswe got involved it snowballed.
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They just were so sweet and we got
caught up in the many different kinds
therewere,” JoyceBergsaid. " Itbecame
apassion and it became our hobby.”

The couple used to take about three
vacationsayear and would buy angels
as souvenirs from angel conventions,
antique malls or flee markets. They
once came homewith 165 angels.

Theentire collection originally was
displayed intheir four-bedroom ranch
housein Beloit, about 65 miles south-
west of Milwaukee, but that became
challenging—theBergshadtoremove
doorsand install shelvestodisplay al
thefigures.

InJuly 1994, whileout driving, they
noticed St. Paul Catholic Churchalong
the Rock River.

“Whenwedrovepast, thedoorswere
open. ... The sun was shining right on
them. It waslikethey jumped right out
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because they were so noticeable,”
JoyceBerg said.

The parish was closed in 1988 after
thedeath of itslongtimepastor, andthe
Bergs learned the church was sched-
uled to be demolished in eight months
if itwasn't put to good use.

The Bergs contacted the church’s
former parishioners, and submitted a
museum planto city officials, who ap-
provedit.

The church, now ahistorical land-
mark, was renovated with community
development block grants, fund-raisers
and volunteer help. The city ownsthe
church and charges the museum $1 a
year for rent.

The museum opened May 1, 1998,
and more than 54,000 visitors have
passed through its doors since. The
Bergswouldn’t say what theentiredis-
play isworth.

Themuseumactually hasfour differ-
ent collectionsondisplay—theBergs,
Oprah’s,amemorial collection (angels
given by various peoplein memory of
loved oneswho passed away) and the
museum collection, which includes
angels from people who willed or do-
nated their angels. TheBergs' isby far
thelargest.

JoyceBergsaidshedidn’tstart collect-
ing angels because of religiousbeliefs.

“What | hope (people) getout of itis
the pleasure and the peaceful feeling
and the enjoyment,” Berg said. “But |
doknow ... for alot of peopleitisare-
ligious experience.”

Sandy Rauss, 33, of Black River
Fallsvisitedthemuseumrecently with
her cousin and took photographs of an
angel quilt she donated about a year
ago. Thequilt namespeopleclosetoher
who havedied.

She said she's visited the museum
three or four times for religious anc
spiritual reasons.

“l think it's a great thing they’ ve
done,” she said. “I've told alot of
peopleabout it.”

TheBergsstill collectangel's, though
not asthey useto.

“1 guessyou reach apoint you real-
ize that you can’'t buy every different
angel becausethey arestill making dif-
ferent ones,” shesaid.

About 1,000 angels are still dis-
played at the Bergs' home — smaller
representationsof someat themuseum,
and angel swith special meaning—and
4,000 arein homestorage.

Therest of theangelsare on perma-
nent loan to the museum.

“Aslong as thereis an angel mu-
seum, our collection will be there,”
Berg said.
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