2 The Goodland Daily News / Friday, December 6, 2002

commentary

from other pens...

Republicans hope to build

on voter turnout success

Successat turning out votersinthe2002 midterm el ection meansthe
GOP will make the aggressive voter turnout strategy borrowed from
Democrats and organized labor an essential part of its campaigns.

Republicansget achanceto test these skillsSaturday in Louisiana’s
Senate runoff between Democratic incumbent Mary Landrieu and
Republican SuzanneHaik Terrell.

“Quiteprobably it haschanged theway Republicansget outtheir vote
forever,” Kevin Sheridan, a spokesman for the Republican National
Committee, said of the success of the GOP's* 72-hour task force.”

Factors this year such as President Bush's popul arity and national
security issueswere asimportant asthe new grass-roots approach.

Inthe past, Republicansrelied more heavily on television advertis-
inganddirect mail, financed by their big advantagein campaign money.

Enlistinglocal volunteerswasheavily emphasi zedinthe GOPprogram
thisyear. Republicans say they enlisted hundreds of thousands of volun-
teersfromwithinthestatesand communitieswherecompetitiveraceswere
held to knock on doors, talk with votersand hel p with phone banks.

The voter turnout effort headed by House Mgjority Leader Tom
Del ay of Texas relied heavily on Republican activists and workers
within the same states as the competitive House races.

They sent about 1,500 peopl e from Washington who mostly worked
behind the scenes organi zing from campaign headquarters.

Democrats, led by the AFL-CIO, had devel oped amore aggressive
voter turnout effort in themid- tolate-1990s. They often could closea
race by several percentage points or overtake Republican candidates
who had aslight lead just beforethe election.

In Colorado the Republicans sent 1,300 volunteers into neighbor-
hoods in the three days before Nov. 5, visiting an estimated 300,000
homes of Republican-leaning Coloradans.

Jack Stansbery, who directed the Colorado effort, said theintensive
voter turnout effort can have animpact up to 4 percentage points, cru-
cial inacloseracelike Colorado’s 7th Congressional District el ection
between Republican Bob Beauprez and Democrat Mike Feeley.

Beauprez apparently got 122 more votes, but a recount was wrap-
ping up. Republicanincumbent Sen. WayneAllard defeated Democrat
Tom Strickland by a51-46 margin.

“Themargin of victory in some of these races proved to alot of our
volunteers that their help in the get-out-the-vote effortsis crucial,”
Stansbery said. “Thiswill makeit easier to recruit helpinthefuture.”

Nowherewasthe GOPturnout effort moreimpressivethanin Geor-
gia, whereRepublican state Chairman Ral ph Reed hel ped organi zethe
effort to defeat Democratic Gov. Roy Barnesand Sen. Max Cleland.

“Clearly President Bush and theWhiteHouse political team created
anoverarchingnational political environment that wasextremely hel p-
ful to all our candidates,” Reed said.

“1 don't think either party islikely to master thisor any other tactic
for long unchallenged.”

DonnaBrazile, aDemocratic specialist at voter turnout, especially
turnout of black voters, saidthe GOP seffort tobeat Democratsat their
own game proved successful.

“They had better targeting, they were successful at nationalizingthe
electionandbetter at grabbingthemoderateindependents,” said Brazile,
chair of Democratic National Committee svotingrightsinstitute. “ The
Democratic Party will haveto come up with anew model in 2004.”

Mississippi Gov. RonnieMusgrove, aDemocrat, will needto havethat
new Democratic strategy in place by 2003, when hefacesre-election.

“People are looking for capable, competent leadership that under-
stands state priorities,” Musgrove said.

In November, Republicans*“ were ableto turn out their vote because
they didagoodjobof identifyingit, andthey set thetermsof debatefor
thiselection,” said CurtisGans, director of the Committeefor the Study
of the American Electorate.

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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By Donald Lambro

WASHINGTON — Thereisnow no doubt that
President Bush will ask the new Republican-run
Congressto passatax-cutting stimulusbill to re-
invigorate the nation’slackluster economy.

The president, who admitted in his campaign
stump speechesthat theeconomy was* just bump-
ing along,” is being urged by histop advisersto
speed up thetax cutsenacted last year.

“Accelerating the tax cutsis very high on our
list,” akey administration official told me.

Bruce Josten, chief |obbyist for theU.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce who has participated in White
Houseeconomic strategy meetings, now saysthat,
“therewill be astimulus package of somekind. |
have no doubt about that.”

Bushhasmadenofinal decisionsabout what he
wantsintheplan, but theproposal sbeforehimlast
week were bold and far-reaching, according to
White House officials. Among them: Moving up
theincometax cutsthat arenow scheduledtotake
effect in January 2004 and 2006, making the tax
cutspermanent, including repealingtheestatetax;
and cutting thetax on dividendsand capital gains
toboost stock valuesand encouraginginvestment
and venture capital.

The plan will most likely include proposals to
expand contribution limitsfor Individual Retire-
ment A ccountsand401(k)sand additional tax cuts
for businessesto invest, expand and create jobs.

The White House is also considering awide
range of other ambitious policy initiatives.
Emboldened by the mandate he won in the con-
gressional elections, Bush seems ready to spend
someof that political capital onsomebigreforms.

“Maybe we can now go after things that we
thought were tougher nuts to crack and that we
havebeen putting off,” aWhiteHouseadviser told
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me. " Withthemandatefromthiselection, thepresi-
dent cangoafter twoor threemorethingsinthenew
Congress.

“Thegamehaschanged somuch (sincetheel ec-
tions). Everybody had totakeastep back andreal-
ize what is possible now. It's a matter of
reprioritizingwhat youcandointhisnew political
environment that you could not dointhe previous
environment,” thisofficial said.

But what else will Bush do with this mandate?
Andhow muchof that capital ishewillingtospend?

A number of major, marked reforms are sitting
onhisdesk awaitingapresidential decision. There
is his unprecedented Social Security plan to let
workersinvest apart of their payroll taxesinstocks
and bonds. Despite the pounding it took from
Democratsthisyear, publicsupport for theidearose
and Bush advisers such asKarl Rovewant himto
press Congressto takeit up next year.

Another proposal Bush might push: agenerous
tax credit to help pay for health-care costsamong
theinsuredto counter ak ennedy-Goreplantoen-
actafederally financed, big-spending, single-payer
plan.

But besides alikely war with Irag and prevent-
ing another terrorist attack, energizing an anemic
economy remains at the top of his agenda. The
advicethepresi dentisgetting fromchief economic
adviser Larry Lindsey isthat thiseconomy needs
all thetax-cut help hecan giveit.

Economy ripe for Bush stimulus plan

Inarecentinterview, Lindsey declined comment
on the stimulus package, but did paint a mixed,
somewhat pessi mistic pictureof theU.S. economy.

“On the good news side, productivity seemsto
bevery strong and that suggests growth long-term
islikelytobeat afaster rate,” hesaid. “Ontheother
sidewefacetheuncertaintiesof war and terrorism
and that has economic and psychological effects
that arevery difficult to evaluate or predict.”

The bottom line in the economy’s future, he
added, isthat “ uncertainty ishigh.”

When Lindsey crafted Bush’ sincometax ratecut
planin 2000, he said it was * an insurance policy”
against a downturn in the economy. He had pre-
dictedforyearsthat the1990s" bubblewouldburst.
Whenitdid, andtheUnited Statesslidinto areces-
sion, the Bush tax cuts were there to make that
downturn one of the shortest in memory.

Now, with the economy slowing down in this
fourth quarter and with business economistsfore-
castingafurther slowdowninthefirst threemonths
of thenew year, Lindsey isrecommending that the
tax cuts be stepped up asaninsurance policy.

Askedif Bushislikely to moveinthat direction,
Lindsey says, “Wemay.”

It can’t cometoo soon for thisWhite House. NG
matter how successful the war against terrorism
might be, or how quickly awar with Iragiswon, &
weak economy could still make Bush a one-term
president, asit did for hisfather.

Thetwo-year campaign cyclefor the 2004 el ec-
tion begins in earnest next month and the fate of
Bush'spresidency could be decided by the kind of
stimulus package he sendsto Capitol Hill in Janu-
ary.

Editorsnote: Morton Dondrackeison vacation
thisweek

I want a natural Christmas tree

| want afreerange Christmastree.

It makes me sad, seeing trees moving by the
truckload, all wrapped up in plastic mesh, their
branches bound to the trunks, stacked up like so
much cordwood — which they’ll never have a
chanceto become.

You'd think at least with modern technology,
they’ d haveaway to get thetreesto youfresh, but
no, unbind the limbs, set one up, and the needles
will start falling right off.

| doubtit’ssafetohaveoneof thesethingsinyour
housefor morethan, oh, say, 12 hours. After that,
| think thefire code requiresasprinkler system.

Evenwhenwelivedin Kansas City, we cut our
own trees, driving out to atree farmin the coun-
tryside. It wasn't exactly the north woods— you
drove right up to the lot, and the trees had been
shaped and sprayed dark green— but at least you
knew thetreewasfresh.

Whenwemoved to Colorado, pickingaChrist-
mas tree took on awhole new meaning. Thefirst
winter, we went out with friends. Shewasthe ar-
tistic type, and very picky. There was always a
better treejust over the next ridge. Therearealot
of ridgesin Colorado. Her husband was carrying
theax, and | was starting to worry about him.

That was 20 yearsago, though, and they’ restill
married. So are we, but we had some memorable
argumentswhiletryingto pick atree.

| liketo get aniceone. Cynthiaisnot nearly as
picky, especially whensheisupto her beltinsnow.
Shedoesn’t like snow and she hates being cold.
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Infact, I’m not sure why she ever agreed to go
outtreehunting. | guessitwasthethingtodowhen
you liveinthe mountains.

You hadto go buy apermit from the Forest Ser-
vice. That allowed you to cut onetree up to 8 feet
tall.Whenyou cutyour tree, you hadtotagit. Oth-
erwise, the timber cops could give you aticket.
They didn’'t have much else to do in the dead of
winter.

In adry winter, Cynthiaand the kids could be
pretty enthusiastic about going out onthehunt. In
asnow year, well, therewasal ot of pressuretotake
thefirst onewe saw.

Sometimes, thosehadto haveonesideupagainst
thewall. Or betiedtoanail intheceiling. Or have
abranch transplant.

But when wethrew it on top of the Bronco and
took it home, weknew it wasfresh. It wasours. It
was Christmas.

And Lordy, nothing smells better than a fresh
spruceintheliving room.

Didl mentionthat treesalwayslook smaller out-
doors?

Thelittle guysin amongst the 100-footers just
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look tiny and cute. Until you try to squeeze therr
into theliving room.

Wea most alwayswound up sawing afoot or twc
off the base to make them fit.

If youwerereally ambitious, you could buy twc
permitsand take a16-foot tree.

Because the office spruce were 70-80 foot, we
used to cut a 16-footer for a Christmastreein the
front yard. It became sort of atown tradition.

Hauling those back to the road was atrip. Usu-
ally,I’dhook upalogchain, puttheBroncoinfour-
wheel-low and drag it up to theroad.

It'skind of aguy thing, playing logger out inthe
woods.

Thosewerethedays.

It'smilesto the nearest treefarm, and we put ug
Mom’s old artificial tree most years. | miss the
smell, but | can’t stand the thought of those poor
treestraveling cross-country all trussed uplikethat.
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‘IT'LL BE FUN To PLAY 'PIN THE TAIL

ON THE DONKE‘( HERE N YOUR

PALACE, BUT YOU RAVE TO FROM-

[SE NOT To HIDE ANYTHING
WHILE WE DO. "




