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Ten dead after Israeli incursion into camp

BUREIJCAMP, GazaStrip (AP) —
Israeli troops backed by tanksand he-
licopter gunships hunted a fugitive
militant in acrowded refugeecampin
the Gaza Strip early today, setting off
chaoticgunbattlesthat killed 10 Pales-
tinians, including two U.N. workers.

Men called through mosque loud-
speakers for people join the battle
against Israeli soldiers, who entered
the campjust after midnight. Fighters
who had been celebrating the Islamic
festival of Eidel-Fitr, whichmarksthe
end of Ramadan, poured into the dark
streets. Gunbattles raged for three
hoursinthe Bureij camp.

Itwasunclear how many of thedead
werefighters. Themilitary said aheli-
copter firedamissileintoastreet, kill-
ing five armed men from the violent
I slamic Hamas movement. The camp
mayor, Kamal Baghdadi, originally
said atank shell hit abuilding, killing
seven people.

Ahmed Rabah, a doctor at the Al-
Agsa hospital in the nearby village of
Deir el Balah, said nine people were
killedand 11 werewounded. Anofficial
at ShifaHospital in Gaza City said a
tenth person, awoman, died of injuries.

The U.N. agency helping Palestinian
refugees, UNRWA, said two of its staff
members were among the dead: Osama
Hassan Tahrawi, a 31-year-old school
attendant, whowaskilledalongwithtwo
of his brothers by a missile; and the
womanwhodiedfromshrapnel injuries,
Ahlam Rizig Kandil, a 31-year-old el-
ementary school teacher.

Hassan Safi, 49, said he wasin his
home300yardsaway whenanexplosion
rocked the neighborhood. He said he
thought the blast wasfrom atank shell.

“1 rushed with my sonstothe place,
whichwasall destroyed,” Safi said. “I
myself took out two people. The heli-
copter wasfiringwithmachinegunsat
us, making it difficult to move.”

Duringtheincursion, witnessessaid
troops surrounded the home of Jamal
Ismail, a suicide bomber who blew
himself up along with another manin
anexplosives-packed boat off theGaza
coast |ast month, woundingfour Isragli
soldiersin anearby navy patrol.

Thelsraeli army calledthecamp“a
basefor hardcoreterror groups’ of the
militant Hamas, Islamic Jihad and
Popular Resistance Committee.

Brig. Gen. Israel Ziv saidtheopera-
tiontargeted Aiman Shasniyeh, alocal
|eader for thePopul ar ResistanceCom-
mittee, who the military believeswas
behind abomb attack on aheavily ar-
mored Merkava-3tank that killedthree
soldiersin March.

Troopsfailed to find Shasniyeh but
blew up his house. Soldiers arrested
oneof hisbrothers, along withanother
manwanted by Israeli intelligence, Ziv
said.

Itwaslsrael’ ssecond strikethisweek

Speaker to review open meeting law

TOPEKA (AP)—A Housecommit-
tee will examine the Kansas Open
Meetings Act and how it applies to
elected officials before they take of -
fice, incoming Speaker Doug Mays
says.

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius con-
tendsthelaw doesnot apply to her un-
til sheisinaugurated on Jan. 13. Attor-
ney General CarlaStovall hasagreed.

Fourteen news organizations, in-
cluding The Associated Press, have
sued Sebeliusin Shawnee County Dis-
trict Court over her plan to hold some
budget discussions in private. The
news organi zations argue the budget-
cutting teams she has created must
comply withthelaw before Sebeliusis
inaugurated.

Mays, R-Topeka, agreed Thursday

with Sebelius’ interpretation but said
hewill havetheHouse Ethicsand Elec-
tionsCommitteeconsider changes. He
said he' sworried moreabout thelocal
officials taking advantage of aloop-
holethan state officials.

Sebeliussaid her teamswant to meet
privately so they can discuss govern-
ment operationscandidly beforemak-
ing recommendations.

Mayssaid: “1 suppose | understand
thelogic behind it, but it still doesn’t
makeit right.”

The Open Meetings Act requires
stateandlocal government boardsand
commissions to discuss business and
voteinopen sessionsandto notify the
public of meetings.

Asanexampleof how thelaw might
be abused under Sebelius’ interpreta-

tion, Mays said newly elected mem-
bers of school boards might discuss
publicbusinessprivately beforebeing
swornin.

“There’'s room for abuse,” Mays
said. “ Somewhere, sometime, that
abusewill occur at somelevel.”

Sebeliussaid inaninterview that if
legislators want to review the issue,
“That'sfine.”

But shequestioned how far they will
wanttogoinapplyingthelaw toadvi-
sory groupsformed by officialsyet to
take office.

“Interestingly enough, | haven’t got-
ten alot of feedback from the public
that they are disturbed at all with this
process,” Sebelius said. “I think the
feedback generally isextremely posi-
tive.”

Cessna to lay off 1,500 workers early next year

WICHITA (AP) — CessnaAircraft
Co. announced Thursday it will cut
1,500jobsearly next year becausethe
aerospace industry has failed to re-
bound following the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

All of thelayoffswill beat Cessna’'s
Wichitafacility, which employsabout
10,000 people, company spokes-
woman Marilyn Richwine said.

The company does not yet know

which employees will be laid off,
Richwinesaid, but 60-day noticeswill
beissued during the next six weeks.

Richwinesaid thelayoffsprimarily
would take place in the company’s
Citation jet business, where orders
have slowed.

Cessna, which employs 12,000
peopleworldwide, cut 800jobsin Oc-
tober — 400 through layoffs and 400
throughincentivesofferedto employ-
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eeswhovoluntarily quitorretired. The
company warnedworkersNov. 19that
morelayoffswerecoming becausethe
businessjet market had not recovered.

This has been a record year for
Cessna, with 300 deliveries of its Ci-
tation business jet. But the company,
whichisadivisionof Providence, R.I .-
based Textron, Inc., hassaidit expects
that total to fall to 250 deliveriesin
2003.

CELEBRI-\TION

in Gazatargeting militants allegedly
involved in attacks on tanks that have
killed seven Israeli soldiersthisyear.
On Wednesday, Israeli helicopters
blasted a Palestinian government
guardhousein GazaCity withmissiles,
killing Mustafa Sabah, 35. According
to sources in the Popular Resistance
Committee, Sabah masterminded the
attackson thetanksand hel ped invent
the powerful roadside bombs used.
Troops approaching Shasniyeh's
house came under withering gunfire
fromnearby homesandonthestreetin
what turned into a close-quarters
gunbattle in the camp’s narrow alley-

ways, said army spokeswoman, Capt.
Sharon Feingold. One soldier was
lightly wounded by gunfire, shesaid.

Helicopter gunships fired machine
gunsfrom above.

Palestinianleader Yasser Arafat was
outraged by the attack.

“Every day thereisanew massacre,”
he told reporters outside of his office
in the West Bank city of Ramallah.
“Every day thereisdestruction. Every
day there is more damage. Every day
there are more arrests and every day
there are more assassinations.”

An aide to Arafat, Nabil Abu
Rdeneh, said the Palestinians would

call on the United Nations Security
Council toholdaspecial sessiononthe
violenceandto consider sendinginter-
national observersto theregion.

Thousands turned out for funerals
held at noon prayers today for those
killed. The bodies, wrapped in white
clothor blankets, werecarried through
crowded streetsinopen coffinspainted
with the Palestinian flag. Armed mili-
tants wearing fatigues and ski masks
fired automatic weaponsinto theair.

The deaths of the two U.N. staff
members followed the shooting of
U.N. aidworker lain Hook two weeks
ago by Israeli soldiers.

Apollo 17 exhibittoinclude painting

HUTCHINSON (AP) — Astronaut
AlanBean’spaintingthat depictsGene
Cernan repairing alunar rover is part
of an exhibit at the Kansas
Cosmosphere and Space Center that
commemoratesthe30thanniversary of
theApollo 17 mission.

Cernan, Ron Evansand Jack Schmitt
embarked on Apollo 17 on Dec. 7,
1972. The fender on the lunar rover
protected the astronauts from moon
dust kicked up therover’swheels.

Thepainting, titled“ Tender Loving
Care,” was commissioned by aBarry
and Charlotte Schartz of Kingman af-
ter they met Bean, who paintsspaceart
asahobby.

Thepainting, thelunar rover’sdam-

aged fender and the lunar map book
fromwhich Cernantoreapagetomake
the repair will be displayed at the
Cosmosphere starting Saturday. The
exhibitwill beshownthrough Jan. 10.

“What makestheApollo 17 display
rareisthismay betheonly opportunity
for people to see these exhibits,” said
Karen Siebert, the Cosmosphere’s
marketing director. “ Seeing a histori-
cal item like the lunar fender isfasci-
nating.”

Barry Schartz, a Goddard science
teacher, was one of two Kansas resi-
dentschosento participateinthe 1985
Challenger project that allowed a
teacher to fly into space. Christa
McAuliffe, the teacher chosen, died

whentheChallenger explodedin 1986.

“Having Barry participatewasare-
ally amazingthing that happenedinour
lives because we made so many
friends,” said Charlotte Schartz,
Barry’s wife and a science teacher ir
Kingman.

After meeting Bean, the Schartzes
commissioned thepai nting, which has
been displayed in the couple’s home
since 1995.

The Schartzes agreed to show the
painting when the time was right for
Cosmosphere officials.

“We' ve alwaysthought it would be
neat to loan our painting to the
Cosmospheresothat wecould shareit
with others,” Schartz said.

Trash plan may have hit a liability snag

TRASH, from Page 1

rived to talk about the trash system.

Commissioner KevinRasuresaidhe
had not had timeto present the newest
figuresto the other commissioners.

Reid had acopy of thelatest proposal
from U.S. Waste. The commissioners
|lookedat thefiguresandfeltthecitizens
of Goodland have been misled if they
believethewill beableto put whatever
they want into the trash stream.

Reid said the list from U.S. Waste
Industrieshasalist of thingsthat they
will not accept and they are the same
onesthat are now being requiredto be
sorted out by the county.

Commissioner Mitch Tiedesaidthat
he had called Tom Job with the Kan-
sas County Association Insurance

Pool, who had sent afax sayingthat the
state pool would not insure the trash
trucks, and that the county could be
jeopardizing its coverage if it takes
over theservice.

The commissioners called Job dur-
ing the meeting to ask about the truck
insurance and workman's compensa-
tioncoveragefor trashemployees. Job
said he thought the workers could be
covered under the current policy as
long asthey are county employees.

Hetoldthecommissionershethought
it was abad ideafor the county to take
over the trash pickup. He said the loss
experience nationwide is very bad for
trash pickup operations. If the county
takes over the trash pickup operation
andthereareproblems, the other mem-
bersof theinsurance pool could voteto

drop the county’s coverage.

Rasure suggested the commission-
ers have ameeting with the economic
development group andthecity repre-
sentativesto get questions answered.

Garciasaidthefirst stepmight befor
economic development members to
meet with City M anager Ron Pickmar
andtoask thecity commissionto post-
poneany decisionuntil theseissuescan
beresolved.

County commissioners said they
will discussthetrashcollectionat their
meeting on Tuesday.

U.S. Wasteisscheduledtopresent its
newest proposal to the City Commis-
sion on Monday, Dec. 16. At the city
commission meeting this Monday,
Pickman said he has not seen the pro-
posal yet.

ment and door prizes.

Street.

Please call if you need

delivered.

Entertainment will begin at 11 a.m.,
and dinner will be served at noon.

Citizens attending need to enter
through the south doors on 13th

RSVP before December 16th by
calling 899-5656 or 899-2397.

transportation. For those unable to
make it to the school, meals will be

The purpose of the Christmas Senior Citizen’s
Dinner is to build better relationships between
teenagers and senior citizens. We also want ot
give back to the citizens of Sherman County for
their support for our schools.

Valet parking will be available!

Season
5 Greetings

Mr. Selby, Mr. Swager, Mr. Liess and the USD 352 Board of Education
cordially invite all senior citizens of Sherman County to a happening at
Goodland High School on
Wednesday, December 18, 2002.

The members of Family, Career and Community Leaders of America

(FCCLA), National Honor Society (NHS), and Girl's Athletic
Association (GAA) will serve as the

Hosts and Hostesses. They will host
a Christmas dinner with entertain-




