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Road panel wants t keep sales tax money safe
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Despite that, the state still faces a
budget shortfall. Graves recently cut
$78 millionfromthe$4.4 billion state
budget to hel preduceaprojected $310
million deficit. He also canceled $48
million in aid paymentsto local gov-
ernments.

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius said
the transportation program is a vital
part of Kansas' economy. Still, she
said, maintaining current budget lev-

elswill be a challenge. Sebelius has
given her economic team the task of
reviewingtransportation, among other
issues.

“Likeevery critical pieceof theKan-
sasinfrastructure, wewill haveto de-
termineitsappropriatepriority for re-
sources in these challenging times,”
Sebeliussaid.

Graves' task force said it opposed
further cutsin revenue transfersfrom
the state general fund to the transpor-
tation program, or areductionin simi-

lar transfers made to city and county
governments.

Accordingtotask forceand Kansas
Department of Transportationfigures,
without continued transfers of taxes
from the state general fund, thetrans-
portation program could faceadeficit
of $1.3 billion over the next six years.

Thetransportation department esti-
mates legislators have already taken
more than $291 million from the pro-
gram between fiscal 2000 and 2003.

If thereisa$1.3 billion deficit, the

task force said, cuts could includethe
canceling of 26 system enhancement
projectsnot yet released for construc-
tion, or the elimination of all major
modifications to highways through
2009.

Transportation Department Secre-
tary Dean Carlson, who leaves office
in January, said if hewere making the
cuts, they would beamix of eliminat-
ing system enhancements and major
maodificationstoroads, alongwith ad-
justmentsto other modes of transpor-

tation.

Carlson noted testimony from
economists who cautioned that trim-
ming the transportation program
would mean aloss of jobs at atime
when the state needs the economic
stimulus.

“They were very persuasive,”
Carlson said.

The governor appointed the task
forcein1998tolobby for aprogram of
highway, airport, shortlinerailroadand
public transit system improvements.

The group disbanded the next year,
but Gravesrevivedthetask forceear-
lier thisyear.
Carlsonsaidregardlessof whenthe
current program ends, Kansaswould
need a program that either built on
current projectsor simply maintained
existingroads. Headded that without
aplan, thestatewould face problems
similar tothe poor condition of Inter-
state 70 in Missouri.
“Youcan'tjustwak away,” hesaid.

International nuclear monitors going to uranium mine

around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL
BAGHDAD, Irag — International
nuclear monitorsstruck out acrossthe
Iragi desert toward aremote uranium
miningsite, Iraqi officialsreported, in
oneof fiveinspectionsmounted today,
amarked expansion of the U.N. field
operation. Still more inspectors were
flyingto Iraq later in the day.
Irag'schief liaisontotheU.N. teams,
meanwhile, told aBaghdad newspaper
thelragishavefound theinspectorsto
be working in a“calm and profes-
sional” manner. But he again com-
plained about last week’s surprisein-
spection of one of Saddam Hussein's
palaces, calling it an American-in-
spired provocation.
Today marked theend of the second
week of field missions for the U.N.
inspectors, who have returned to Irag

after afour-year absence under a Se-
curity Council resolution requiring
Baghdad to give up any remaining
chemical or biological weapons, and
shut downany programsto makethem.
Iraq deniesit still hassuchweaponsor
programs.

The Iraq field missions were ex-
panding as U.N. and American ana-
lysts began combing through 12,000
pagesof documentssubmitted by Iraq
to the United Nations over the week-
end, detailing past programs of weap-
ons of mass destruction and what it
saysarepurely civilian programstoday
inthechemical, biological and nuclear
areas.

CARACAS, Venezuela— Hun-
dreds of supporters of Hugo Chavez
surrounded the offices of television
stations across Venezuela that they
accused of backing ageneral striketo
forcethepresident’ souster, ransacking
onestation in awestern state.

“Shut it down!” chanted protesters
in front of Globovision television in
Caracason Monday. Waving Venezu-
elan flags, demonstrators spray-
painted the station’swalls.

Globovisionbroadcastimagesof its
ransacked headquartersinthewestern
state of Zulia, claiming Chavez sup-
portersforcedtheir way in, destroying
windows, equipment and furniture.

Demonstratorsal so surrounded Ra-
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dio Caracas Television, Venevision,
Televenand CMT in Caracas, aswell
asaregional television stationsin the
citiesof Maracay, Merida, Maracaibo
andBarquisimeto. They also protested
against anewspaper in Maracay.

“The people are in the streets de-
fending their values and principles,”
said Interior Minister Diosdado
Cabello, in atelevised addressduring
theprotests. “ Thegovernment doesn’t
want violence.”

But OAS Secretary General Cesar
Gaviria condemned the pro-Chavez
protestsagainst themedia, sayingthey
“threatened freedom of expression.”
The Organization of American States
ismediatingtalksbetweenthegovern-
ment and opposition.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Millionsof out-

of-work Americans, a bumpy stock

market and economicuncertaintiesare
motivation enough for the Federal
Reserve to keep short-term interest
rates at 41-year lows for a while,
economists say.

L eavingborrowing costslow might
motivate consumers, the economy’s
lifeblood, to keep spending and might
encourage businesses to increase in-
vestment. That would provide ahelp-
ing hand to an economy that analysts
believe will grow tepidly this quarter
andinthefirst quarter of 2003 but will
not slideinto anew recession.

“TheFedisexpectedtobesidelined
until at least March given the uncer-
taintiesand thefragility of the current
economic climate,” said Richard
Yamarone, economist with Argus Re-
search Corp.

Knocked down by last year’ sreces-
sion, theeconomy hasexperienced an

unevenrecovery thisyear. Theseesaw-
ing economic growth — a bel ow-par
1.3 percent paceinthesecond quarter,
rising to abrisk 4 percent rate in the
third quarter — troublesthe Bush ad-
ministration, Fed policy-makers, Wall
Street and Main Street.

WASHINGTON — The United
States possibly could have prevented
the Sept. 11 hijackingsif intelligence
agencies had reported to a single
leader, with theresourcestolink scat-
tered clues, asenator investigating the
attacks says.

Sen. Bob Graham, outgoing chair-
man of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee, said Monday that lawmakers
hope to prevent future attacks by rec-
ommending creation of anational in-
telligence director, a Cabinet-level
post.



