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commentary

from other pens...

Isolated country faces
a cold, hungry winter

The onset of winter may seem an inopportune time for the United
Statesto stop shipping sorely needed heavy oil to North Korea, where
temperatures of 20 below zero areroutine at thistime of year.

Thehalt was announced just days ahead of arevised administration
food aid policy for North Koreathat could lead to cutbacksin 2003.

Theseareamong signsof broadinternational unhappinesswithNorth
Korealately. The country may beasisolated now asit hasbeen at any
time over the past three years.

The Bush administration, in consultation with Japan, South Korea
and the European Union, ordered the oil cutoff last monthin response
to the North's admission that it is devel oping uranium-based nuclear
weapons. On Tuesday, U.S. officialssaid aNorth Korean shipwasin-
tercepted in the Arabian Sea, carrying adozen Scud-like missiles ap-
parently intended for Yemen.

OldPyongyangalliesChinaand Russiashare U.S. worriesabout the
North’snuclear tinkering. Japan is cutting back on food assi stance.

Europeans are feeling sandbagged by Pyongyang's policies, says
Raobert Einhorn of the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Helists new European aid as doubtful under present circumstances.

BesidestheU.S. ail shipments, Einhorn believesthat another doomed
energy assistanceinitiativewill betwo light-water reactorsfor North
Koreathat are being financed mostly by Japan and South K orea.

“Itis extremely unlikely that both light-water reactors will be pro-
duced,” Einhorn says. Nobody will announcetheactual pulling of the
plug because, hesays, that woul d only encourageaNorth K orean provo-
cationin response.

Thereactorsand the oil assistance were promised to North Koreain
1994inexchangefor acommitment by Pyongyangtoforswear nuclear
weapons.

Not much has been heard from ordinary North Koreans about the
recent diplomatic back and forth.

Peter Hayes, whofollowsNorth K oreaat the California-based Nau-
tilusInstitute, saysthe North’shome and workplace heating problems
are such that the cutoff of U.S. oil shipments after eight years won't
make much of adifference.

“Theenergy economy isone-tenthof whatit usedtobe,” Hayessaid.
“1f you reduceit by 5to 10 percent, you may get a1 percent effect.”

Evenif anoil shipmentinitially set for next week had gone ahead as
scheduled, most of the country’ sbuildingswoul d haveremained with-
out heat anyway, he says.

Hayesbelievesthat North Koreawill be able to evade the devastat-
ing faminethat struck the country in 1996-97. But, he says, the situa-
tionremainsgrim, with“ highly concentrated pockets of extreme mal-
nutritionand starvation” insomeareasand“ generalized hunger” el se-
where. Asalways, food suppliesin Pyongyangwill beadequate, headds.

Asfor U.S. food aid, American officialssaid | ast week future deliv-
eriescould hinge on access by U.N. World Food Program monitorsto
food distribution points and competition for food relief from other di-
saster areas, especially Africa. America's 2002 food donations total
155,000 metrictons.

TheU.N. World Food Programtargets 6.4 million vulnerable North
Koreans, but WFPofficia ssay deliveriesto 3million havebeen halted
since September because of reduced shipmentsfrom donor countries.

Describingthefoodsituationassevere, theofficialssaid thecountry’s
food distribution network allocatesonly 270 gramsper day per person,
about half of the minimum need. Of particular concern, the officials
said, are babiesand children.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Making waves In the schools

On a sunny Saturday afternoon, 17-year-old
SadiaMorgan hunchesover acollegeapplication
inalargeroomthat had oncebeenaPG& E office.
Now the walls, like the walls in three adjoining
former offices, aredecoratedwithworld mapsand
chemical chartsand inspirational quotes. Thisis
whereMorgan and afew dozen other high school
seniors come to study for finals and write term
papers, marking thelast few months of an educa-
tional experiment that began for them eight years
ago, infifth grade.

A privately financed group called Making
Waves chose Morgan and 49 other kidsfrom be-
leaguered Richmond el ementary school sfor apro-
gramthat ought to bestudied by every low-income
school district in the country. As politicians talk
endlessly about how to changelivesthrough edu-
cation, Making Wavesis quietly doing just that,
bucking every assumption about what ispossible
for poor and minority children.

ThekidsinMakingWaves—50new fifth-grad-
ersalmost every year since 1989— show upat the
tutoring center at | east two daysaweek after school
andall day Saturday — 12 monthsayear for eight
years.

“We' reasking thesekidsto do something pretty
crazy,” said Glenn Holsclaw, director since 1994.

If they keep showing up, Making Waves pays
for private high school and guidestheir entry into
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college, securingfinancial aidand payingfor cam-
pusvisits. Morgan, asenior at St. Mary’sHighin
Berkeley, isleaning toward Hampton Collegein
Virginia. Friendsfromher neighborhoodlongago
stoppedrazzingMorganfor holing herself upat the
tutoring center every night and on Saturdays. “ A
lot of them wish they were here,” Morgan says.

To watch the operation in action isto have one's
hoperestored in the power of hard work and awell-
designed plan. The new Making Waves fifth-grad-
ersareworking quietly ingroupsof fivein 10 small
rooms. A teacher or education major from alocal
university isteaching them multiplication and frac-
tions, biology andliterature, reinforcing, remediating
and enhancing their public-school curriculum.

A 10-year-old girl named Irvalisa, puzzling
through decimals, says sheis here on a Saturday
“so| can besomebody.” Another girl, Kia, admits
towhining to her mother that shewantedtostay in
bed thismorning. “My mom started whining with
me until | stopped and then she made me come,”

she says. Family involvement is a key to the
program’s success.

The organization, founded by Marin business-
man John Scully, believesproviding childrenwith
equal accessto a solid education requires private
aswell as public commitment. Schoolscan’t do it
alone. “ Educationisthebiggest problem our coun-
try faces,” Holsclaw says. “We' vegottoroll upour
deevesand fix it. And therearen’t any shortcuts.”

Thatiswhat setsM akingWavesapart from other
programswith dazzling missionstatements. [tisn't
about making kids and wealthy benefactors feel
good. It’sabout hardwork and sacrifice, day inand
day out, and not just from thekids.

Twenty-five-year-old Wesley Jacques teaches
every day at VerdeElementary inNorth Richmond,
one of the state’s lowest-ranked schools. After
school and on Saturdays, he works as academic
coordinator at Making Waves.

“Thesekidsaresofar behindthey need morethan
what we can do in the six hours of a school day,”
Jacques says.

The program isn't cheap. Including one meal &
day, it costs about $6,500 ayear for each child.

“But when you see these kids,” Holsclaw says,
“how could you not say, ‘ Let’sdo more of this?”

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

Election shows Democrats should be centrist

The2002 el ection resultsand thelikely politics
of 2004 argue that the Demaocratic Party needsto
moveto the center. Thequestionis: Canit?

Pressure from Democratic primary votersis
likely to push 2004 presidential candidatestothe
left, where front-runner Al Goreis already head-
ing. And House Democrats not only chose alib-
era, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (Calif.), astheir leader, but
most are ensconced in safe seats, with more need
to keep the Demacratic base happy thanto appeal
to swing voters.

Thecasefor centrismwasstarkly statedinaNov.
26 memo written by the top two officials of the
Democratic L eadership Council, whowarnedthat,
“on its current course, the Democratic Party will
losetheWhiteHousein 2004 evenmoredecisively
thanit lost the Congressin 2002.”

That view issharply at oddswiththeanalysisof
liberal s heading the Demacracy Corps, who con-
tend that the GOP victory in November was
“largely tactical” and represented “arelatively
small Republican advantagein actual votescast.”

Initslatest review of post-electionopinionpoalls,
the Democracy Corps contends that the political
environment is “unchanged” and “should
strengthen Democrats in their resolve to fight
President Bush andthe Republicansonfundamen-
tal issues such as tax cuts, Social Security
privatization and energy independence.”

The DLC’sAl From and Bruce Reed contend,
by contrast, that“ Democratssuffered asignificant
defeat onNov. 5,” withtheoverall votefor House
candidates shifting away from a49-49tiein 2000
to 51.8 percent for the GOP and 45.2 percent for
the Democrats.

Thiswas*“amostidentica to (the GOP's) 52.4
percentto45.4 percent margininthe 1994 Repub-
licanlandslide.” Moreover, “ Republicans scored
anet gain of more than 200 state legislative con-
tests’ and holdamagjority of statelegid ative seats
for thefirst time since 1952.

Intheabsenceof Election Day exit polls, From
and Reed used apre-election Gallup poll —which
accurately caught theoverall trendtowardthe GOP
—todeterminethat Democratslost groundamong
middle-classvoters.

In 1996, they note, President Bill Clinton car-
ried voters with incomes between $50,000 and
$75,000by 2 points. In2002, accordingto Gallup,
they lost thislargest voting bloc by 60 percent to
38 percent.

Democratswonin the Northeast, among urban
voters, younger votersandblacks—i.e., their base
vote — but Republicans won in the South, Mid-
west and West, among suburban and rura voters;
they also carried thewhite vote by 20 percent and
all agegroupsover 35, including seniors.

From and Reed concluded that “unless the
Democrats take swift, aggressive steps to recap-
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turethevital center of the political spectrum that
we reclaimed during the 1990s, our party will re-
turn to the political wilderness and Republican
gainswill be far more lasting and consequential
than the grim resultsin 2002.”

My ownguessisthat Democratscan’t recapture
theWhiteHouseor Congressin2004 unlessPresi-
dent Bush and hisRepublicanseither fail or over-
reach. At the sametime, though, Democrats have
toput themsel vesin positiontowinby having cred-
ible alternative policies both on national security
and domestic issues— alternativesthat both lib-
eralsand centristsagreethey lacked thisyear.

On national security, the best suggestion I’ ve
heard for a Democratic strategy actually comes
from a conservative, the Weekly Standard’s Bill
Kristol, who said on arecent Fox News Sunday
panel that Democrats could moveto Bush'sright.

Democrats, he said, could favor abigger secu-
rity force in Afghanistan, more expenditures for
homeland security and defense and aharder line
on Saudi Arabiaand Iran.

To some extent, Democrats have taken such
positions — two presidential candidates, Sens.
JohnKerry (Mass.) and JohnEdwards(N.C.), have
been critical of Bush’s Afghan policies, for ex-
ample — but the party still comes off as force-
averseontheissueof Iraqg.

Most House Democrats voted against giving
Bushauthority togotowar todisarm Saddam Hus-
sein. Kerry is still saying that the United States
needsthe*“legitimacy” of the United Nations be-
foredoing so.

Gore argues that the campaign against Iraq is
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detractingfromthewar onterrorism— asif agreat
power can'’tfight twodangerousfoesat once—and
Clinton has sounded asimilar theme.

ClintonremainsaDL Cherofor hisability tohold
theDemocraticbaseand expandtheparty’ ssupport
among swing voters, but that may beacase of nos-
talgia. Towin future elections, Reed and From ar-
gue, Demaocratsneed to“ closethe culturegap” by
representing middle-classvalues.

However, Clintonisnow regarded with disdain
among middle-classvotersfor hisethical |apses—
tothepointwherehemainly isinvitedtocampaign
for Democrats among minority voters.

On domestic issues, both liberals and centrists
seem set on acourse of fighting to delay or repeal
Bush'stax cutsfor high-income taxpayers and to
fund ashort-termtax cut for themiddleclass. Both
groups agree that the absence of a coherent eco-
nomicstrategy wasoneof themainreasons—along
with Bush’spopularity — that Democrats|ost this
year.

TheDemocrats firsttask, though, will betoform
aunifiedfront against Bush’sproposed permanent
extension of the tax cuts and an argument to pro-
tect themselves against charges that they are the
“tax-and-spend party.”

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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