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County supports public forum

TRASH, from Page 1

takeitover,” Tiedesaid.“| alsoagreel
don’t want to seeit go out of state, but
that may not beall that bad.”

The county was asked why the city
was not talking to Randy Topliff, but
the commissioners said that was a
question for the city to answer.

“It seemsto methe systemiswork-
ing.” saidLloyd Harden. “Whohasthe
problems? The City?

“When you are elected to office
these are part of the responsibilities
that come with the office.” Harden
said.

No one answered Harden’'s ques-
tions.

“| still haven’t got an answer,” he
said.

“Do you know the answer?’ he
askedthecommissioners”Itlookslike

| am not going to get an answer.”

It wassuggested thequestionswere
better asked of the city commission.

Garciasaidtheideaof acommunity
meeting would also give the county
moretimeto get answersto their final
guestions.

He said the suggestion had been
made to the city to delay the decision
until the end of January to give them
timeto hold the public forum.

“Waiting until after thepublicforum
will giveboth boardstimeto examine
the issues and to make an educated
decision,” Garciasaid.

Daniels said the extra time would
also alow themto get the U.S. Waste
Industriesproposal, whichisexpected
tobepresentedtothecity commission
on Monday, out to the public.

“1 Believe we have positive things
happening and that we can show we
canwork together,” Garciasaid.“ This

isimportant and we want the city and
county to make the best decision they
canfrom aninformed position.

“Peoplewant to do theright thing,”
he said. “We can show people the
strength of this community, and that
this is a minor thing in the whole
scheme.”

Enfield asked about the liability
guestion and Rasure said it wasbeing
answered. Rasure said the insurance
cost would bepart of thecost of opera-
tion and would not be paid by county
taxes.

“This would be a self-sustaining
department,” hesaid.

Thecommissionersagreedtoask the
city to delay thedecision until theend
of January, and to support the public
forum in January. They directed
Rumpel to draft aletter to thecity.

Thecommissionerswill meet again
at 8 am. Tuesday.

Oil man sentenced tojail for securities fraud

SENTENCED, from Page 1

Triton was selling interestsin had an
unknownvalue, but producedlessthan
$25,000 per year inincome.
TheWichitaventure, Cambrian Oil,
wasnolonger inoperationby thattime.
The state charged that Triton “told in-
vestorsthat wellswerebeingdrilled or
placedinto productionwhenthey were

not.”

“DefendantsM cGuckinand McNab
continued to tell investors that a par-
ticular well had high enough pressure
tobreak agaugeused by Western Gas,”
the state said, “even after a Western
Gas employeetold them theinforma-
tion was erroneous. When a Triton
employee voiced her concerns about
this, McNab said, ‘**** the inves-

tors.

McNab, using the name Kirk Mit-
chell, told investors that McGuckin
had never hit adry holein 21 years of
exploration, the state said, “whilein
truth and fact, Kansas Corporation
Commission records show that Mc-
Guckin hashit at least two dry holes.”

A receiver was appointed to settle
the affairsof Triton.

Move to consolidate schools approved by state board

By John Milburn
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — A moveto consolidate
two western Kansas school districts
cleareditsfirst obstacle Tuesday, win-
ning approval from the State Board of
Education.

Thenext decisionbelongstovoters.

By a 10-0 vote, the state board ap-
provedtheconsolidation of theBazine
and Ransom districtsin Ness County.
Voterswill get their say on April 1.

If approved, itwouldbethefirsttrue
consolidation among districtsin 18
years.

Consolidation would occur at the
start of the 2004-05 school year.

Last year, the state board approved
thedissolving of theWest Grahamdis-
trict. TheHill City districttook overits
territory.

“Thisreally issomething,” said Rod
Bieker, chief attorney for the Kansas
Department of Education. “Look for
thisto happenagain. Ittakessomeguts
todothis.”

Ransom superintendent MikeKastle
said the other two districtsin Ness
County were contacted. Ransom and
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Bazine officialsmet four times.

“ After about thethird or fourth meet-
ing, werealized that the best mix right
now isaRansom-Bazinemix,” Kastle
said.

Thenew districtwill haveabout 220
students. Bazineand Ransomeachwill
have a school with a kindergarten
throughfifthgrade, whileRansomwill
get thehigh school and Bazine, thejun-
ior high.

Thefinal graduating class at Ran-
som will have seven students, while
Bazine'sClassof 2004 will havefour.

Kastle said during meetings that
someresidentswondered why thedis-
trict was not consolidating with Ness
City, whichisabout 12 milescloser.He
said officia sdetermined consolidating
with Ransom represented the best
move.

Thetwodistrictsalready havesome
ties. For example, Bazine Superinten-
dent Jim Frank said the districts have
beenfieldingjoint eight 8-manfootbal l
teams for the past five years as they
faced declining enrollments. Ransom
haslost 40 students over the past four
years, whileBazinehaslost 30, atrend

to Kansas

that isexpected to continue.

“If you don’t have athletics, you
don't haveaschool,” Frank said.

Blending academic standards will
not be aproblem, the superintendents
said, noting that the four county dis-
trictshad formedacurriculum consor-
tium several years ago.

“Really, thecommunitieshavebeen
good to us. They have been under-
standing,” said Frank, adding that
news reports about the state’'s budget
crisisand educationfunding helpedto
inform residents.

Kansasisfacing abudget deficit of
about $312 million for the remainder
of fiscal year 2003. Gov. Bill Graves
hastwicecut statespending, including
a$17.5millioncutinAugustinschool
funding.

The superintendents did not know
how much money would be saved
through consolidation, though some
staff will losejobs. K astle said no staff
will have their employment renewed
after the 2003-04 school year. The
district’s new consolidated board of
education will then determine what
staffing is needed.

SBC: A community
partner, contributing

You’ve probably heard some of it — the latest criticism
of SBC Southwestern Bell by our competitors, working
hard and spending plenty to try to mislead customers and

state leaders.

Well, I've worked for SBC here in Kansas for a long
time, and I know what the real face of SBC looks like.

For over a century, SBC has served our state as a
community partner, in challenging and prosperous times
alike. Despite last year’s weak economy, SBC invested
over $790 million in Kansas.

SBC is interested in the people it serves and their
success, which is why a large part of the company’s
investment is in people. In our state, SBC:

e employs over 3,000 Kansans;

¢ has an annual payroll of over $162 million;

e contributes over $130 million to vital state programs

through annual taxes;

¢ buys about $300 million in goods and services every
year from Kansas businesses; and

e gives about $2 million a year to charitable organiza-
tions and initiatives statewide.

Our employees and retirees invest in their
communities, too, through the SBC Pioneers. Last year,
they donated over 120,000 volunteer hours — about $2
million worth of “sweat equity” — across Kansas.

SBC’s biggest investment has been in technology. Last
year, we invested almost $200 million in infrastructure
improvements, delivering high-speed Internet access to
more Kansans — because extending broadband stimulates
our state’s economy and helps keep Kansas competitive.

At SBC, we understand that "service quality" is more
than a catch phrase. When disaster strikes, we're there
for our customers. For example, during last winter’s
record-breaking ice storm, repair requests were 600%
above normal--67,000 requests for repairs in a 15 day
period. Over 600 SBC technicians went to work to get
every single telephone back in service.

SBC has provided high-quality service to Kansans
for over 100 years, and we want to keep on investing in
this state. We’re your neighbors, your friends and your
community partners — we’re the real face of SBC.

Darin Miller
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; 20USA; 21 SHOW; 22 TMC,; 23
MTV;

FX; 45 FMC; 49 E!; 51 TRAV; 53 WB;
54 ESPN2; 55 ESPN News; 58 HIST;

Channel guide

S; 8 NBC (KS); 11 TVLND; 12

24 DISC; 27 VH1,; 28 TNT,; 30
31 CMT; 32 FAM; 33 NBC (CO);
CK; 36 A&E; 38 SCI; 39 TLC,; 40
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Primetime Players Cribs Suspect Dismissed |l Bet You |All Things Rock MTV After Hours
NICK [TBA [Rekt Pwr  [Arnold! Rugrats  |Explorer |Spng Bob |Cosby [Cosby Cheers  [Cheers
SCI Taken Part 8 - Dropping the Dishes Taken Part 8 - Dropping the Dishes Taken Part 8 - Droppi
TBS _ |Worst Case Scenario _[Believe It Or Not! Worst Case Scenario  [Home Fries
TCM  [Nancy Drew-Detective [The Hound of the Baskervilles Dangerous Female [Mr. Wong,
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TNN Star Trek: Generation [Star Trek: Generation |Star Trek: Generation |VIP Baywatch
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Your world just got smaller!
Now we have high speed connections!

&»

.

<

nwkansas.com

Local support line, call Tom Betz at 899-2338
For moreinformation about the Internet and
how to sign up with nwkansas.com, contact us at

TheGoodland Daily Newse 785-899-2338
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