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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Off to a terrible start
for new governor

Governor-elect Kathleen Sebeliusis off to aterrible start with her
promised effort to overhaul Kansas government, and the truth is, she
doesn’'t understand why she'sin trouble.

Apparently oblivioustothe state'sOpen MestingsLaw, Mrs. Sebe-
liusdecreed that — except for afew public hearings— sessionsof here
study panelswould be closed to the public.

Shetrotted out thesameol d tired excusefor closingthemeetingsthat
public officials always use: Members wouldn't be free to speak their
mindsif peoplewerelistening.

What that really meansis, she expectsthe panelsto comeup witha
planthat can becrammed down someone' sthroat if they arenot watch-
ing.

Theoutgoing attorney general, Republican CarlaStovall, ruled that
the committees can meet in closed session, but only until sheissworn
in. At that point, they’ Il change magically into state-sponsored com-
mitteesthat fall under the law.

That ruling ignores the fact that as governor elect, Mrs. Sebeliusis
using state money and state employees from the transition processto
help run the panels. bit at |east the attorney general came down onthe
side of open government.

Thetragedy hereisthat Mrs. Sebeliushas shown she neither under-
stands nor val uesthe principle of open government whichiscentral to
democracy.

Lega or not, how can she propose that something as crucial as an
overhaul of Kansas government be drawn up in secret session?

We don't let the L egislature work that way. We don’t | et the school
board or the city council work that way, and with good reason.

Thepeopleneedtoknow what their government isdoing. Opponents
need a chance to oppose cuts and consolidations. Supporters need to
know what programs are threatened.

Of course, they'll react. That’show the systemworks. Theonly rea-
son to plot in secret isthe hopeto dlip afew by those who otherwise
might object.

Doing thingsthat way might result in a cleaner reorganization plan
and abigger budget cut, but it'snot democracy inaction. It’sold-fash-
ioned back-room politics.

Withthe state'seconomy inthetank and tax revenueinfreefall, the
incoming governor is going to have enough problemsto deal with as
is. Shedoesn’t need the bad image being generated by her secret meet-
ings. Shedoesn’t need thelawsuit and thepolitical lossesit will entail.
Already, the state's newspapers have herein court, and one of her to-
ken Republicans has quit the panels.

Most of al, though, she needs alesson iscivics and a clear under-
standing of how a democracy is supposed to function — with anin-
formed electoratejudging how it's elected officialsfunction.

Judging by her stubbornness on thisissue, she hasn’t learned much
yetinthe school of hard knocks. — Steve Haynes
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Updating the honeymoon bulletin board

Daughter and son-in-law took several dozen of
their closest friendsandtheir parentsalongfor their
honeymoonin Italy.

Being the techie children (hey, they’reonly 33
and 28) that they are, they set up abulletin board
on their website and promised to keep everyone
updated ontheir two-week trip, which started Nov.
23. They flew from Atlantato Rometo Florence.
They then went on to Sorrento (near Naples) and
back to Rome by train before flying home.

For reasonsthat I' mafraidto ask, they call their
siteTikigod'sSurfboard. Nik isTiki and Feliciais

High Priestess.
Thefirst posting wasfrom Nik:
Wemadeit! —“It wasalong flight but we' ve

arrived in Rome safely. Our stewardesswas a bit
of ab**** hoarding the sodalike it was some
pricelesstreasure. Now wehavesevera hourstill
wefly out to Florence. Airports are the same ev-
erywhere, but this one has free internet. (Happy

face)
Then Feliciatook over:
FlorenceDay 1—“I can’'t believewemadeit.

Itonly took 18 hourson planesandinairports, but
Florenceisworthit.

“Wegot inaround 3p.m. (9am. foryall) and
checkedintothehotel. Wefinally got showersand
rested and headed back out onthetownfor agellato
and dinner. It was so good.

“Nik and | have been floored by how beautiful
it is here. Our hotel is on the Arno, and we have
our own little balcony and a view of the Santa
Croce. WE'retryingto stay up until 10 p.m. sowe
can get on thetime schedule here.

Florence Day 2 — “Wesdlept in. | could have
dlept all day, but luckily, the bellsat Santa Croce,
right out our window, arevery loud and they ring
every hour. Westumbled out of thehotel insearch
of euros, food and sight seeing. We'rereally dig-
ging the cool little snack shops, with sandwiches
and espresso.

“We went to the Duomo, the Bapistry and the
Duomo museum today. It was awesome. The
Duomoishugeandthefacadeisoverpoweringin
green, rose and white. The Baptistry, whichisin-
credibly old, wasbeautiful.

“The cathedral itself is much plainer, but even
more beautiful, ontheinside. Thevaultingisun-
believable. | litacandleat thevotivetrees, which
were gorgeous.

“We didn’t climb the dome (really long lines)
instead weclimbed thebell tower, sowecould get
aview of the city and the dome. It was amazing
and worth every one of the 414 steps.

“ After climbing thetower (and sittingdownfor
awhile) we went to the Duomo museum. The
piecesin there, including panels of the Ghiberti
doors of the baptistry and several statues by
Donatello, including the really grotesque Mary.
Now we're beat. | think we'll rest and then head
out for morefabulousItalian food and cheap, but
tasty, tablewine.

Florence Day 3 — “We went to the Uffizi to-
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day, and it was absolutely amazing. There were
paintings by Raphael, Michelangel o, Leonardo,
Titan, Carvaggio and Botecelli. We were stunned
by the beauty of some of the art in person. It also
wiped usout.

“I’ll writemorelater. We' rehavingtechnical dif-
ficultieswith the camera, but will post picturesas
soon aswecan.”

Editor’'sNote: We're still waiting for pictures.

Florence Day 4 — “Wehad agreat last day in
Florence. We went to the Accadidia, which basi-
cally hastheoriginal David statue. That wasanice,
shorttrip comparedtothe Uffizi, whichwasa most
art overload.

“TheDavidisincredibly impressive. Thescale,
scopeand emotionareall striking. And, he' spretty
cute, too.

“ After that we went over the Ponte Vecchio and
had pizza. We also checked out San Lorenzo and
thecentral market. Nik hastaken aton of pictures,
wejust need to find someplace that will let usup-
load them.”

Sorrento— " Wehad quitetheadventuregetting
to Sorrento. We got our tickets at the American
ExpressofficeinFlorence, whichisonthetiny side
street, on Wednesday. Wegot up bright and not too
early Thursday to catch our 10:55a.m. directtrain
toNaples.

“Thetrain station wasamadhouse. | think back
to the almost empty domestic wing of the Rome
airportand | canseewhy. Everyoneusesthetrains.
Andthey’ renot too bad, evenfor two touriststhat
speak no Italian. | did sit in the wrong seat, but a
niceyoung man, whowasdisputing my seat assign-
ment, explained it was‘ nonimportanta,’ transl at-
ingfor themanwhoseseat | wassittingin. (Hewas
inmy seat, hencethemix up.} Theyoungmanwas
disputingthat oneof uswasin hisseat, showingus
histicket. Hewas, however, onthewrongtrainand
made amad dash to get off beforeit |eft the plat-
form. The older man, speaking no English, and |,
speaking no Italian, shrugged at each other elo-
guently and left it at that.

“Theridewas about three hours and was pretty
comfortable. It wasniceto sit and watch the coun-
trysideroll by, instead of walking everywhere.

“Wegot off thetrainin Naples, which hasarepu-
tation for pickpockets and thieves. So we were a
little nervous. Our guide book warned about the
private commuter train to Sorrento, saying many
of hisreadershad been ripped off onthat train. So
we decided, in our infinite wisdom and with our
oversizedAmericanbags, totaketheferry. Wewere
going to walk to the port, but one look at Naples
changed our mind. Itisacity of twomillionandit
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isaland of chaos. Traffic laws are at best sugges-
tions, and people are everywhere.

“Qur nice cabbie warned us of the dangers, and
offered to take usto Sorrento for 70 euro. Wetold
him no, that's al right, we'll take the ferry for 14
euroinstead. That wasat 3:30.

“Theferry waspullingaway fromthedock when
wewalkedup. Thenextonedidn’tleaveuntil 5. NG
problem, we parked oursel ves on abenchwith our
bagsand got agellato. Weforgot that it got dark at
4:45. Another niceyoungwoman explained that no
itwasb:20andtheferry waslateby 10minutes. That
hel ped, because Nik was getting sick of measking
every boat that cametodock tolook at histicket and
tell himif itwastheright one. Wewerethinking we
should havetaken our cabbie up on hisoffer.

“Once our boat finally came, we had to lug our
huge bags onto the boat, enduring the awed, not
cruel, staresof thelocal sonthecommuter ferry. We
also took up two extraseatswith them.

“Theferry ridewasnicethough. It wasahydro-
foil, and quitefast. We gave up on trying to figure
out the public transportation system and just
grabbed acab.

“Our cabbie Raphadl, driving agreat Mercedes
station wagon, told us he got alot of his business
from Americans.

“He deposited us at our hotel, a beautiful place
onthecliff. Thecity isset on the mountain against
thebay, acrossthewater from Naples. It' sabeauti-
ful Mediterraneanresort. Our hotel isamazingwith
Brown Palace-style service.

“Tomorrow we are going to take the train to
Pompeii and Herculeum.”

Wrapping up in Sorrento— “Wedidn't make
ittoHerculeum. To say that weunderestimated the
size of Pompeii would be a huge understatement.
Westarted pokingaroundintheruinsat 11a.m. anc
never even stopped for lunch. We still hadn’t seen
everythingwhenweleftat 5p.m. Itwasamazing. |
lovetoimaginewhat it waslikewhenit wasaliv-
ing, bustling city. It isamazingly well preserved.

“Thenext day, Sunday, wetook ataxi tour of the
Amalfi coast to Paestum, where they havethe best
preserved Greek templesin existence.

“We went to see the National Archeological
Museumin Naplestoday and saw someof themost
inspiring pieces so far. They have the whole
Faranese collection of sculpture (Roman,) unbe-
lievable Green pottery and all the good stuff from
the cities surrounding Vesuvius. The museum was
fabulous. Napleswaslike New York on crack.

“We' reheadingto Rometomorrow. Wemissyou
all and want to get hometo our house, our pets, our
families and friends. But in the meantime, we're
having ablast.

Editor’s Note: That was the last update on the
bulletin board. Five days would pass before we
heard more.

Next week — Italian emergency rooms, or why
European women do not shavetheir legs.
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