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Stateeducationofficialsapprovegraduationchanges

By John Milburn
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — State education offi-
cialsapproved changesWednesday in
graduation and school accreditation
regquirements designed to ensure no
childisleft behind.

However, questions remain about
whether Kansashasthemoney tobring
itschildren along.

“Thisisthebiggest changeinexpec-
tationsin 10years, maybemore, while
at the sametimewe aregoing through
the biggest revenuecrisissinceWorld
War I1,” said Mark Tallman, assistant
executive director for the KansasAs-
sociation of School Boards.

Asapprovedonan8-2vote, students
graduating during the 2008-09 school
year will berequiredto passthreeunits

of scienceandthreeunitsof history and
government, instead of two.

Changes also were madein the cri-
teriafor accrediting schoolsunder re-
guirementsenacted in 1991.

Known asQPA, for Quality Perfor-
manceA ccreditation, the criteriaputs
thefocuson student and school perfor-
mance, mandating that schools show
progressinimproving student achieve-
ment. Thechangesapproved Wednes-
day assume no student will be exempt
from testing standards.

All of the changes are designed to
bring Kansasinto compliancewiththe
federal No Child Left Behind Act ap-
proved by Congress, which superin-
tendents say will not come cheap.

“The theory is great but the practi-
cality is a big stretch,” said Bob

Hightree, superintendent of Anthony-
Harper schools. “Itisahugeunfunded
federal mandate which will place an
extremely burdensomeexpenseonthe
stateand al citizens.”

Wichita Superintendent Winston
Brooks said the board is imposing
tougher graduation requirements as
schoolsfacetryingtocomply withthe
federal law. That combination will
makeit difficulttofind enoughmoney,
hesaid.

“Theproblemsfinding theresources
needed to increase graduation stan-
dardsaregoingtobethegreatest forthe
districtshaving higher numbersof dis-
advantaged students,” Brooks said.
Hisdistrict isthe state’'s largest, with
about 44,000 students.

State board members said the

changeswereasteptowardbringingall
studentsto competenceinbasic skills.

“This helpsthose who aren’t going
on to college to be better prepared to
functioninsociety,” said Board mem-
ber Carol Rupe of Wichita.

Val DeFever, whoselast board meet-
ingwasWednesday, said shesupported
theintent of thechanges, but wascon-
cernedthat thestatewoul d not havethe
revenue.

DeFever, of Independence, and John
Bacon of Olathe voted against the
changes.

State officials estimate the cost of
implementing the additional gradua-
tionrequirementsat $10millionto$12
million statewide. They don’'t have a
figure for how much the federal law
will increase costs.

Deputy nabsfugitiveafterwaitindark
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eredtobearmedand dangerousand not
to approach him.

The search continued through the
day with officers from Thomas and
Logan County sheriffs’ offices, the
Oakley and Col by policeandtheK an-
sas Highway Patrol.

They werejoined by the Colby K-9
unit, officers with thermal imaging
cameras, and an airplane from Hays
equi pped with special sensors.

Officerscalled back to ask for sand-
wichesand bottled water sothey could
continuethe search.

The farm was searched, the sheriff
said, but Erickson was not found, and
both Logan County and Thomas
County officers remained in the area
into the night.

Jones said Erickson told him this
morning that hehad been hidinginthe
hayloft abovethe barn for agood por-
tion of thetime.

The sheriff said the officers had
checked theloft and it appeared to be
undisturbed.

Because nothing had been found in
a search of the loft, the dog was not
taken up into the area, which would
havebeendifficult duetothesmall lad-

der that leadsup toiit.

The sheriff said Taylor, who had
been on scene most of the day, drove
back near K-25 and parked with his
lights off to watch the countryside.

He saw movement, turned on his
lightandfound Ericksonoutinfront of
him.

It was nearly 2 a.m. by the time
Erickson was taken to Colby and
booked into the Thomas County jail.

“1 want to give my highest regards
to Deputy Rod Taylor, who had great
perseverance,” said Jones. “Hewasn’t
goingtogiveup.”

Erickson lists no permanent resi-

dence, the sheriff said.

The car hewasdriving had Indiana
plates but was listed as stolen from
Cdlifornia.

Heiswanted by the U.S. Marshal
Serviceout of Arlington, Va., for apro-
bation violation.

Jonessaidthey havebeenincontact
with that office and will betalking to
them again later today.

The Cadillacisbeingheldfor pro-
cessinguntil itisdecidedwhichagency
will conduct theinvestigation.

Charges are being filed in Thomas
County for numeroustrafficviolations
and possession of stolen property.

Christmas contest has its first $50 winners
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been ticket numbersin the participat-
ingmerchants’ ads, and thelucky win-
nerswho have cometo the newspaper
office havereceived $50in scrip.
Winnersso far are Calli McDaniel,
Glenn Phillips, Jay Sharp, Kelly
Hillman, Susan Jensen, Chris
Westbrook, Cecil Schneider, Jean
Halligan and Peggy Adams.
McDaniel got her tickets at Aten
Department Store; Phillips got his at
Frontier Equity Exchange; Sharp at
Dan Brenner Ford; Hillman at
Bowman'sHeatingandAir Condition-
ing; Jensen at Garia's Home Furnish-
ingsandAppliance; Westbrook at Dan

i a0

cockInc.,Mann's
Jewelry, Knott
Just Books,
Goodland
Greenline,
Bankwest,
Jacque’s Hall-
mark, Western
StateBank, Picnic
inthe Park, Grass

Westbrook Schneider

Brenner Ford; Schneider at Medical
Arts Pharmacy; Halligan at The
Goodland Daily News and Adams at
Garcias.

Other participating businesses are
American Communications, Hitch-

Explorethe
widewor|d
of theWeb

We have new high speed digital lines!

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We offer
reliable service, fast digital connections and full access
to the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee*. We have knowledgable customer
service people to help you get connected, and plenty of lines to take
your calls. We are your local Internet Service Provider with people
who can answer your questions. In most cases, you can be hooked
up today. We have the newest digital incoming lines, and a high
speed frame relay to carry your traffic.

Roots Lawn Ser-
vice, Goodland
Sheet Metal, Miller’s Electronics,
Elliott’s, Curt’s Corner Garage,
PeoplesStateBank, EagleCableTele-
vision and El Dorado.

If the last $50 instant prizeisn’t
claimed during the month, it will be

Adams

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).

L

awarded at the grand prize drawing.

It'ssimple enough to win, but there
areafewrules.

* You must be 18 to participate.

» Employees of participating busi-
nesses are not eligible at their work-
place, but can collect ticketsfromother
sponsors. Daily News employees are
not eligible.

*All prizeswill beawardedinscrip,
which can be spent at participating
businesses for good and services, but
not for cash.

* Thelastdaytocollectticketsisnext
Thursday, Dec. 19.

» Winners must be present at the
grand prize drawing and be able to
show their winning ticket.

Kansas spends $2.3 billion on pub-
licschools, thelargestiteminthestate
budget. Fundingwasreduced by $17.5
millionby Gov. Bill Gravesasthestate
grapples with a potential $1 billion
budget shortfall.

Gov.-elect Kathleen Sebelius has
promisedto protect educationfunding
during her administration.

However, most school districtshave
said they are prepared for further re-
ductions in spending by as much as
$100to $300 per student over the next
year.

Those reductions, said Jim Garner,
superintendent of Kinsley-Offerle
schools, will makeit tougher to main-
tain existing programs, let alone hire
additional science and math teachers.

Board member Bill Wagnon of To-

peka said the state’s changes do not
raise the academic bar for students as
much as they put the emphasis on &
minimum level of competencefor all
students.

Wamego superintendent Doug
Conwell said he agreed with increas-
ing requirementsto better preparestu-
dentsbut that the timing iswrong.

“1 would hopethat if the state does
fundthisproposal that it does not take
away from money already earmarked
for schools,” Conwell said.

Board member Janet Waugh of Kan-
sasCity said theboard would havethe
latitude to extend or cancel the in-
creased requirementsor grant waivers
todistrictsif it became apparent that e
lack of revenue was impeding imple-
mentation.
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right to know about the coreissues
of government.

“We' renot talking about planting
roses in the garden, but a top-to-
bottom review,” Merriam said.
“How could any issuebe more of a
core political issuethanthat?

But Phillips said the transition
officewasnot an agency ascreated
by legislators.

“‘It’san association of peopl esit-
tinginaroom,” hesaid.

Phillipsalsosaidissuingatempo-
rary injunction compelling the
groupstomeetintheopenservedno
purpose because the issue will be-
come moot when Sebeliusisinau-
gurated on Jan. 13. She has main-
tained that the groups would meet
in public once shetakes office.

Judge Rosen asked Phillipswhy,
if Sebeliusisonly aprivatecitizen,
shewas represented by the state.

Phillips said the office took it
upon itself to represent Sebeliusin
order toseethat good, talented Kan-
sans are willing to serve govern-
ment and not be afraid of the legal
challengesthat may confront them.

The transition office opened on
the second floor of the Statehouse

Judge questions basis
for secret sessions

inthedaysfollowing Sebelius’ elec-
tion. Along with aweb siteand | et-
terhead, the office has a budget of
$150,000 in state money that is
shared with Gov. Bill Graves.

During the 90-minute hearing,
the judge heard testimony that the
Kansas BEST groups had met 18
timesin four weeks. BEST stands
for Budget Efficiency Savings
Team.

Jeremy Anderson, policy director
for the transition office, said the
groups had met at the Kansas Cor-
poration Commission and the state
historical society offices. Hesaidhe
hel ped theteam leaders get theini-
tial meetings started and there was
limited staff support.

Phillipssuggested arulinginfa
vor of thenewsorgani zationswould
amount to asweeping expansionin
thelaw that werenever intended by
theL egidlature. Hesaid such broad
interpretation could be extended to
legal discussionsbetween the gov-
ernor and attorney general or two
workersat astateagency conferring
about anissue.

Merriam replied that the law al-
ready has for 12 exemptions that
allow for closed meetings, includ-
ing attorney-client privilege.

Wecan connect
you tonignt...
not next week!

Infinite variety on the ‘Net

There’s a whole new world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of
day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,
someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school. Use
it for pleasure. Use it just to find out

what’s out there. Pick a topic and search

the entire World Wide Web for it ... in just

seconds.

E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the

world . . . for no charge . . . once

you have an Internet connection.

“ nwkansas.com

L ocal Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* < Friendly Peopleto Help
TheGoodland Daily News ¢ 1205Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785899-2338

*In most cases; we'll try anyway.




