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commentary

from other pens...

Gore’s tough decision
shadowded by doubts

Al Goreiscaught in an emotional tug-of-war on whether to runfor
president again, knowing he would be the likely front-runner for the
nomination and very aware of lingering criticism from fellow Demo-
crats about his 2000 bid, associates say.

The former vice president will sit down in the coming weeks with
family and closefriendsand decidein hisown methodi cal way what to
do. He has said he will announce hisdecision after the holidays.

Political observersaretrying to read thetealeaves on Gore'splans.
Hisdecision will shapethe Democraticfield.

Somebasetheir theoriesonhow much he' sdoing now toraisemoney
(not that much), how much he's cultivating potential staffers (not that
much) and whether he thinks he would enjoy other optionsin private
life (probably).

Somewho know him think that means he probably won't run, while
several inhisinner circlereaffirmed their position thisweek that heis
truly undecided.

Inthemeantime, the 54-year-old Goreisgoing about the processhis
ownway: making agradual re-emergencein politicsover thelast year
whilefinishing the book on the family hewrotewith wife Tipper; do-
ingasteady round of interviewsand TV appearancesover thelast month
that wrap up thisweek on NBC's* Saturday Night Live’; and begin-
ning around of callsto financia and political playersin the party on
Sunday.

Any Gorepresidential effort could be boosted by anewly disclosed
$7 million left over from the 2000 campaign that could betransferred
into a presidential account for 2004 and push him to the front of the
money race.

Whilemany pollssuggest hewould betheearly favoritefor thenomina
tion by awide marginamong Democratic voters, other surveyshaveindi-
cated thereisresistance among the party activistswho feel his2000 cam-
pai gnfumbl ed away bigadvantagesof incumbency and astrong economy.

A Los Angeles Times poll that found only athird of Democratic
National Committee members say he should run again.

“Thereis areal foundation for a candidacy among rank-and-file
Democrats, many of whom still bear the wounds of 2000 and feel that
what Goresaid about (GeorgeW.) Bushin 2000 hassadly turned out to
betrue,” said Democratic consultant David Axelrod. “ But by thesame
token, heisreviled by alot of party insidersfor whom losing— even
among themost suspect circumstances—istheoneunpardonablesin.”

While many party insidersgrouse privately about Gore considering
another run, few talk publicly about it. They know that if Goregetsin
the contest, he would be apowerful force.

Hiscampaign manager in 2000, DonnaBrazile, says shefrequently
hearsfrom Gore supportersin the public who say he should runagain.

SomeDemocraticofficial soccasi onally makeapubliccomment, like
Sen. Byron Dorgan of North Dakota, who said recently: “ Al Gorehad
hisshot. Hedidn't carry hishome state (Tennessee). Hegot clobbered
inthe heartland states. | don’t want to go through that again.”

Or Rep. Barney Frank of Massachusetts voicing strong support for
home state colleague Sen. John Kerry, while urging Gore not to run.

“There are amillion people who will second-guess the 2000 elec-
tion,” saidMikeFeldman, aGoreadviser whoworkedinthat campaign.
“You can find an endless number of things that you could have done
differently” in an election decided by afew hundred votes.

AsGorepondershisdecision, he'll bewei ghing how the Democratic
Party can best oppose aBush administrationthat he believesismaking
errant choiceson everything fromtheeconomy tothewar onterrorism.

He' Il aso consider whether hewould bethe strongest choicefor the
Democrats because of his experience and strong showing with voters
in 2000, or whether another Democrat might have abetter chance.

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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| don’t know about you, but | marvel at how
timesand my own attitudes change.

| used to absolutely hate getting an answering
machinewhen| called someone. Thereweretimes
when | practically slammed the phone down in
disgust. Now | feel almost the sameway whenthe
phone rings on and on and on, and a machine
doesn’t pick up.

Answering machines can be helpful and savea
lot of time. They areaparticul ar blessingfor those
of uswho don’t liketo call onthe phone anyway.

| usedtoworry that they messagedidn’t get con-
veyed due to a faulty machine, but that seldom
happensanymore.

It doesn’t take long for technology to get the
kinksworked out. Andit’ samazing how thingsthat
used to be new and considered aluxury soon be-
come an absol ute necessity.

| continueto disliketheautomated transferring
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systems utilized by most businesses now.

Yet | find someclever andamusing - likethisone
| heard about froman e-mail, withthanksto Kathy
Gaskins, Brighton, Colo.

Accordingto her, thisistheanswering machine
message at Pacific PalisadesHigh:

“Hello! You havereached theautomated answer-
ing serviceof your school. Inordertoassistyouin
connectingwiththeright staff member, pleaselis-
tentoall your options before making aselection:

 Tolieabout why your childisabsent - Press1

» Tomakeexcusesfor why your childdid not do

hiswork - Press2

 To complain about what wedo - Press3

* Toswear at staff members- Press4

» Toask why youdidn’t getinformationthat was
already enclosedinyour newsl etter and severa fly-
ersmailedtoyou- Press5

* If youwant ustoraiseyour child -Press6

« |f you want to reach out and touch, slap or hit
someone- Press7

* Torequest another teacher for thethirdtimethis
year - Press8

 To complainabout bustransportation - Press9

 To complain about school lunches- Press0

« Ifyourealizethisistherea worldandyouwant
your child to be taught to be accountable/respon-
siblefor his’her own behavior, class work, home-
work, andyouapplaud our eff ortstomakethat hap-
pen, hang up and have anice day!”

M aybemoreschool sshould adopt that system!!!

Vanquished deserve a few crumbs

Tothevictor gothespoils. .. but sometimesit’'s
niceto leave afew crumbsfor the vanquished.

InTopeka, conservative Republican DougMays
wonthespeaker’spost inthe KansasHouse, ajob
whichhasbeenin®moderate” handssincethedays
when Tim Shallenburger ran the House.

Asishisprerogative, Rep. Maysannounced that
he would name new chairmen for the powerful
Appropriationsand Judiciary committees. Theold
chairmen, Rep. Kenny Wilk of Lansing and Rep.
MikeO’ Neal of Hutchinson, ranagainst Maysfor
speaker.

Mr. O’ Neal told reportershehad called the new
speaker last week, but hadn’t gotten areply even
though the two share a Statehouse office suite.

So muchfor party unity.

Thespeaker-el ect did appoint Rep. Wilk to head
the Economic Development committee and
O’ Neal tochair Higher Education. Maybethey can
learnto work with him.

It'smoreevidencethat withan 80-45 marginin
the House, the Republicans are so powerful they
will be fighting amongst themselves instead of
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withtheDemocrats. That’show itisinthree-party
Kansas.

It' sasad spectacleto seethe CatholicArchdio-
ceseof Bostonteetering onthebrink of bankruptcy
becauseof legal claimsby youngmenwhosay they
were molested by priests.

It's sadder till that for years, the diocese (and
many others) tried to deal quietly with abusive
priestsbut never cracked down to solvethe prob-
lemuntil it wastoo late.

How can it be OK to have ministers abusing
children?

Still, the church has a chance to learn from its
sins and emerge stronger and more united. No

(Grass roots resistance to

Thegrowing number of critics— fromliberals
to conservatives — of what they call John
Ashcroft’s war on the Bill of Rights — now in-
cludesformer Manhattan United StatesAttorney
Mary JoWhite. Thistough prosecutor, during her
term, indicted Osamabin Laden for the U.S. em-
bassy bombingsinAfricaand convicted morethan
30terrorists.

Speaking before the New York City Bar Asso-
ciation, she questioned — asreported in the New
York Daily News — Ashcroft’s policies such as
detainingimmigrantsin secret proceedings. “ Se-
crecy,” shesaid, “isthe enemy of democracy.”

But most remarkable in the rising resistance
around the nation to Ashcroft’s far-reaching ex-
pansion of electronic surveillance— and lower-
ingof judicial supervisioninsomeof hisedicts—
istheferment at the grassroots.

In February, some 300 teachers, lawyers, doc-
tors, retirees, studentsand nursesin Northampton,
Mass. formedtheBill of RightsDefense Commit-
tee. Through the committee’s Web site
(www.bordc.org), similar committees have
formed nationwide. Now, 15 town or city coun-
cils—from TakomaPark, Md. to SantaFe, N.M.
— havepassedresol utionsby thoselocal commit-
tees.

OnOct. 30, for example, SantaFe' sCity Coun-
cil enacted “a resolution supporting the Bill of
Rightsand civil liberties for Santa Feans.” It in-
structsthecity’ sCongressional delegationto* ac-
tively monitor the implementation of Ashcroft’'s
USA PatriotAct, any new ExecutiveOrders...and
actively work for therepeal of those portionsthat
violate the guaranteed civil liberties enumerated
intheBill of Rights.”

Characteristicof most of theseofficial disagree-
ments with the attorney general isthe Madison,
Wis., City Council instructionthat |ocal policeand
prosecutors not be drawn into activities that
threaten the constitutional rightsof arearesidents
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— such asrandom surveillance based on country
of originandfishingthroughlibrary recordsto see
what books people under vague suspicion of ter-
rorist linksare borrowing.

Simultaneously, the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) isengaged in a“Safe and Free
Campaign,” challenging many of Ashcroft’spoli-
cies. TheACLU declaresthat, aspart of thiscam-
paign, it will “work with dozens of communities
around the country to go on the record against re-
pressivelegislation.”

LauraMurphy, director of theACL U’sWashing-
ton Legidlative Office, pointsout, “Local govern-
mentshavethepower totell their law enforcement
officersnot to spy without evidenceof crime. With
the help of ACLU members and activists around
the country, wewill encouragethemto say ‘' no’ as
strongly as possibleto other violations of the Bill
of Rights.”

Already, because of the Northhampton, Mass.,
Bill of RightsDefenseCommittee’ sinitiative, reso-
lutions are being prepared for 40 other city, town
and county councilsin 24 states— in addition to
the 13 that have already passed officia criticisms
of the Justice Department’s actions that diminish
civil liberties.

Thelegacy of committeesthat defendtheBill of
Rightsnow stemsback tothe pre-American Revo-
|utionary Committeesof Correspondence, initiated
inBostonin 1767 by Sam Adams and the Sons of
Liberty.

In 1805, the impact of those committees was
emphasizedinMercy OtisWarren's" History of the
Rise and Progress and Termination of the Ameri-

human organizationisimmunefrom suchfailures.
But history showswecan learn from our mistakes.
Let'shopeso.

Citiesand countiesarescreaming bloody murder
after the governor said he would cut off “revenue
sharing” or“ demandtransfer” paymentsfromstate
salesand income tax revenues.

Thestatedoesn’t havethemoney. It can’t pay al
itshills, soit hasto cut somewhere.

Citiesand countieswould do well to remember
that they used to raise their own money before ac-
cepting state handouts. The shift to financing city
and county government, and especially schools,
fromthesal esandincometaxes, instead of theprop-
erty tax, isto blame.

Property taxes, though unpopular, are pretty
stablefrom year to year. Salesand incometax col-
lections go up faster in agood economy, but they
godown alot faster in bad times.

Now we're paying the price of 20 years of tax
policy aimed at easing property taxes. Wasit such
agreat idea?

Ashcroft

can Revolution”:

“Perhaps no single step contributed so much to
cement the union of the colonies, and thefinal ac-
quisition of independence, asthe establishment of
Committees of Correspondence. Thissupported &
chain of communication from New Hampshire to
Georgia that produced unanimity and energy
throughout the continent.”

Throughthesecommittees, SamA damsand other
patriotsreported ontheassaultsonAmericans lib-
ertiesby theKing, hisministersand hisofficersand
governorsinthecolonies.

Now, largely throughthel nternet, contemporary
Committees of Correspondence — though not
achieving “unanimity” among Americans — are
encouraging morecitizensto question whether the
Bushadministrationisindeed securingtheliberties
we are fighting to protect from the terrorists. Ase
high school student told the Madison, Wis., City
Council: “Weneedtobemorethan passiveobserv-
ersof history, becausethedecisionsmaderight now
areour future.”

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit lettersfor length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.




