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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:25 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:01 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:25 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 41 degrees
+ Humidity 28 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds north 9 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.83 inches

and falling

* Record High 74° (1962)
* Record Low -4° (1964)

Last 24 Hours*

High 68°
Low 24°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; partly cloudy, low upper
20s, winds southwest 10-20 m.p.h.
Tomorrow: becoming mostly cloudy,
high 55-60, low mid 20s, winds
southwest 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast

Wednesday: partly sunny, high 40-
45, low near 20. Thursday: mostly
clear, high mid 30s. Friday: mostly
clear, high upper 40s, low upper
teens. Saturday: partly cloudy, high

mid 40s, low near 20.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $3.75 bushel
Posted county price — $3.65
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.46 bushel
Posted county price — $2.24
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.23 bushel
Soybeans — $5.20 bushel
Posted county price — $5.14
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $13.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $12.00 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $16
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Complex checked
for nuclear bombs

BAGHDAD, Irag — U.N.
weapons inspectors searched a
sprawling complex where Iragi
scientists once worked on a
nuclear bomb, one of at least six
sitesthey visited thismorning.

A day earlier, Hollywood star
Sean Penn spoke out in Baghdad
in support of the Iraqgi people
caught up in an international cri-
sis,andtheU.S. military reported
U.S.andBritishwarplanesonrou-
tine patrolsover Irag fired ontwo
installations after coming under
fire

TheUnited Nationsofferedfew
detail sabout today’ sinspectionat
al-Qa gaa. During their Sunday
visittoal-Qa gaa, inspectorssaid
achemical teemupdatedinforma-
tionabout asulfuricacid plant, an
explosives production plant and
storage areas.

Atanewsconferenceinthelragi
capital Sunday, actor Penn called
for restraint and reflection.

Cowgirls, Cyclones win

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

It wasan east vs. west shootout Sat-
urday, as the Cyclones from Ottawa
facedthe Cowboysand Cowgirlsinthe
championship games of the 14th An-
nual Topside Tipoff at Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

Goodland came away with half the
hardware.

TheCowgirlsclaimedthetrophy for
the girls championship, defeating Ot-
tawa 76-69. But the Cyclones went
homewiththeboyschampionshiptro-
phy, defeating the Cowboys, 71-59.

Cowboy Lance Tedford set anindi-
vidual tournament record for the most
3-point basketsin asinglegame as he
hit eight Friday night against Burling-
ton. Theentire Cowboy teamleapedto
their feet midway through the third
quarter when Tedf ord sank hisseventh
totiehisrecord. At the time the Cow-
boyswereleading 61-24 over the Bur-
lington Cougarsinthesemi-final game.

Cowboy Coach Jon McL ean said
they werekeepingtrack of Tedford's3-
pointers, andknew whenhehadtiedthe
record. Tedford came out the game at
that point tothehigh-fivesfromall his
teammates.

“1knew Tedfordhadtiedit,” McLean
said, “and put him back inlater to give
himashot at thetitle. It took himabout
aminuteto break it.”

McLean said he did not expect the
CyclonestoleaveTedford asopen Sat-
urday, andhewascorrect. Tedfordtook
only one 3-point shot and it missed.

TheCowgirlsweredeclaredthewin-
ner of the girlsteam free-throw shoot-
ing title, and Jayci Stone and Jessica
Osbornset arecordfor themost 3-point
baskets in a tournament, each hitting
nine and eclipsing arecord of 8 set by
AmandaBordon of Holyokein 1998.

Inthegirlsbracket, Morrill wonthe
consolation championship, defeating
theWray Eagles, 44-31. The McCook
Lady Bison finished, third defeating
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Jayci Stone led the team in scoring Saturday as the Cowgirls won the
Topside Tipoff championship, 76-69. She had 24 points inthe game, and
with teammate Jessica Osborn setatournamentrecord with nine 3-points

baskets each over the three days.

Burlington, 73-28. Holyoke won sev-
enth place over the Garden City junior
varsity, 33-30.

Inthe boys bracket, the Wray Eagles
won the consolation championship de-
feating the Garden City junior varsity
80-50. McCook finishedthird, defeating
Burlington86-52. Holyokewonthesev-
enth-place game over Morrill, 67-46.

TheMcCook boyswontheteamfree
throw shootingtitle.

When the McCook boys lost to Ot-
tawaon Friday night in adouble-over-
timethriller, 75-73, it broketheBison's
string of being in the championship
gamegoingback to 1994 whenthey won
their first TopsideTipoff title, and cut of f
their opportunity towin fivein arow.

Cowboy Bobby Miller looked for ateammate because of the tough guard-

ing of the Ottawa Cyclones, who defeated the Cowboys, 71-59 to win the

Topside Tipoff boys championship.

Photos by Skilard Boland / The Goodland Daily News

In that game, the Bison had led 39-
31, and 53-49 at the end of the third
guarter, but the Cyclones came back
and sentthegameintoovertime, where
they were able to hang on, scoring 10
inthe second overtimeto edgethe Bi-
son by 2 points.

The Cyclones used the same effort
Saturday against the Cowboysin the

championship, as they battled back
from an early first-quarter deficit tc
takethe lead at halftime on alast sec-
ond 3-point basket, 35-33. The Cow-
boyskeepit closeinthethirdandthere
weresevera lead changes, but the Cy-
cloneswereabletoholdontotheirlead,

See TOPSIDE, Page 8

GOP senators will meet to decide Lott’s fate

By David Espo
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Senate Repub-
licans will meet early next month to
settlethefateof Sen. Trent L ott asparty
leader inthewakeof aracially charged
controversy, GOP sources said today.

Thesources, whospokeon condition
of anonymity, said the meeting would
be called for Jan. 6, the day beforethe
Senate convenesfor anew session un-
der Republican control.

The decision came as White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer criticized
L ott’scommentsanew, and akey GOP
senator issued a statement that point-
edly refrained from saying L ott should
remain asleader.

“My Republicancolleaguesand| are
actively engagedindecidingwhatisin
thebestinterestsof the Senateasanin-
stitutionandthecountry,” said Sen. Bill
Frist of Tennessee, who chaired the
GOPcampaigneffort over thepast two
years.

“1 am confident a consensus will
emerge, but no decisions have been
made yet,” Frist said, “and | have en-

dorsed no specific proposal at this
time.”

Lott spent the day preparing for an
appearance on Black Entertainment
Television, part of an effort to over-
come controversy stemming from ra-
cialy commentshemadeat Sen. Strom
Thurmond’s 100th birthday party ear-
lier thismonth.

L ott said Mississippianswereproud
tohavesupported Thurmondfor presi-
dentwhen heran asasegregationistin
1948.“ Andif therest of thecountry had
followed our lead, we wouldn’t have
had all these problems over all these
years, either,” hesaid.

The Mississippi Republican has
sinceapologized repeatedly for hisre-
marks, but theoriginal utterancesset off
afuror that posesastrong threat to his
grip on power.

A few Republicans, including Sen.
DonNicklesof Oklahoma, called over
theweekend for ameeting of therank-
and-filetoconsider Lott’sfate. Nickles,
apontential rival, said new elections
should be held.

Sentiment for ameetinggrew during

the day, when Sen. Conrad Burns, R-
Mont.,issuedastatement endorsingthe
idea.

“Itisnot fair for ustoleavethe Sen.
Lott’ sfuture as Senate majority leader
uncertain, norisit helpful tolettheis-
sue go unresolved,” Burnssaidin a
statement. “ Thereneedstobesomeclo-
surevery soon,”

AttheWhite House, spokesmanAri
Fleischer called Lott’s original com-
ments “ offensive and repugnant,” but
later added, “ The president does not
think he needstoresign.”

On Sunday, Nicklesbecamethefirst
GOPsenator tocall for new leadership
elections.

“1 am concerned that Trent hasbeen
weakenedtothepoint that may jeopar-
dizehisability toenact our agendaand
speak toall Americans,” said Nickles,
who flirted with a challenge to Lott
earlier thisfall and could run if new
electionsareheld.

“Therearesevera outstanding sena-
tors who are more than capable of ef-
fective leadership and | hope we have
an opportunity to choose,” said

Nickles.

LottdidnotrespondtoNickles com-
ments. Spokesman Ron Bonjean said
theMississippi Republicanwasprepar-
ing for a 30-minute appearance on
Black Entertainment Television today
night, part of a campaign to save his
leadership post. Lottintendsto usethe
time “to discuss the serious issues of
diversity, opportunity and race in
America,” Bonjean said.

The White House steered clear of
Nickles' remarks as Bush's advisers
saidthepresidentwould not try tosave
Lott’s job. Fleischer steadfastly de-
clinedto bedrawn into any discussion
of the potential |eadership raceamong
Senate Republicans. “The White
House isn’t commenting on that,” he
said. But Fleischer condemned in
sharpened tones the comments last
week that landed L ott in trouble.

White House officialshavetold Re-
publicansthat Bushiswillingtoaccept
the consequencesif Lott losesthe ma-
jority leader position, quitsthe Senate
and allows Mississippi’s Democratic
governor toreplacehim, GOPofficials

say.

Sens. John Warner of Virginia anc
Chuck Hagel of Nebraska said they
supported a hurry-up meeting of the
rank andfileinview of thecontroversy
swirling around L ott.

Republicans* must either reconfirm
their confidencein Senator Trent L ott's
leadership or select a new leader,”
Hagel said. “In theinterest of the Re-
publican Party, the president’ sagends
and the nation this issue must be re-
solved quickly.”

Nicklesquickly found himself under
attack from criticsthusfar choosingto
remainanonymous. L ott’salliescircu-
lated material Sunday night designedto
show the two men had voted alike on
key civil rightsissuesandthat the Okla-
homan had long thirsted for the top
leadership post.

The material also included afrater-
nity magazine article from last spring
quoting Nicklesasspeakingfavorably
about Sen. Strom Thurmond.

“Stromismyidol. He's99yearsold
and his kids are younger than mine,”
Nickles, 54, was quoted as saying.

Gore’s departure means Demaocratic race will be wide open

By Will Lester
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Al Gore
left the field of potential 2004 Demo-
cratic presidential candidatesinasur-
prisemovethatimmediately raisedthe
stakesfor ahalf-dozen others ponder-
ing arunfor the White House.

Sen. Joseph Lieberman, Gore'srun-
ning matelast timearound, said today
he'll announce early next month
whether he plansto run.

Gore made his announcement Sun-
day on CBS*“60 Minutes,” taking the
nation and party faithful by surprise.
Some close aides had expected himto
start making callstopolitical andfinan-
cial adviserstotestthewatersandthen
make adecision over the holidays.

While saying he still had the energy
and driveto run again, Gore, 54, noted
“there are alot of people within the
DemocraticParty whofeltexhausted (by
the 2000 race) ... who felt like, OK, ‘I
don’twanttogothroughthat again.’ And
I’'mfrankly sensitiveto that feeling.”

President Bush's spokesman called
the developments an internal Demo-

cratic Party matter, but couldn’t resist
taking apoke.

“Someone will emerge from the
Democratic pack who seeks to raise
taxes on the American people. ..."
White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer said.

Many Democratssai dthey weresur-
prised by the timing of the decision,
which came after Gore spent several
daysin New York discussing hisplans
with family members.

Potential rivals moved quickly to
praiseGore, whostill hasaconsiderable
following among Democratic voters.

“1 wanttosimply say thank youtoAl
Gorefor hisleadership, for his service
andfor theopportunity hegavemetobe
hisrunning matein 2000, which makes
possiblethe decision that I'm going to
make in the next couple of weeks,”
Liebermansaidlatethismorning.“l said
| probably wouldrunif Al Goredoesn’t
run and that remainsthe case.”

Liebermanistaking atrip thisweek
tothePersian Gulf andMiddleEastand
will visit U.S. troopsin theregion.

Gore won the presidential popular

voteby ahalf-millionvotesin2000 but
conceded to Republican George Bush
after atumultuous 36-day recount in
Floridaand a5-4 Supreme Court vote
against him.

Senate Democratic leader Tom
Daschle, Missouri Rep. Dick Gephardt,
MassachusettsSen. JohnKerry, Vermont
Gov. Howard Dean and North Carolina
Sen. John Edwards promptly praised
Gore as an important force in the party
who was certain to contribute morein
futureyears. All arepossibleDemocratic
standard-bearers next time around.

After seeking the presidency or vice
presidency every four yearssince 1988,
Gore said Sunday he'll probably not
have another chance to run for the
White House.

Andhesaidarematchwith President
Bush“wouldinevitably involveafocus
onthepast that wouldinsomemeasure
distract from the focus on the future |
think all campaigns haveto be about.”

Ron Klain, who was Gore's vice
presidential chief of staff, saidtoday he
thinksthe party now will have“amuch
more competitive primary. He said he

believes Gore would have been the
front-runner had hedecidedtorunagain.

Party activistswere critical of Gore
for losing in 2000 despite a booming
economy and eight years of a Demo-
cratic administration. Gore even lost
his home state of Tennessee though a
victory therewould havegivenhimthe
White House.

Gore disappeared from public view
after the 2000 election. Gradually re-
entering politics over the past year, he
campaigned for selected candidates
thisyear, madetripsto lowaand New
Hampshire, then spent the last month
promoting abook onthefamily that he
wrote with hiswife Tipper and giving
interviews.

A year ago, Goreaccepted thejob of
vice chairman of Metropolitan West
Financial, aL osAngeles-based finan-
cial servicesholding company. Hehas
beenjugglingthatjobwithhisdutiesas
college professor, speaker and author.

Gore ran unsuccessfully for the
Democratic presidential nominationin
1988 and then, while a senator, was
surprisedtobepickedasBill Clinton’'s

running matein 1992.

Clintonsaid Sunday night: “ Al Gore
was the best vice president Americe
ever had. He would have been afine
president had history taken adifferent
coursetwo yearsago.”

Despitethe praise Sunday night, not
all Demoacraticactivistsspokekindly of
Gore over the last year. Many, both
nationally andinkey early primary and
caucus states, said they were anxious
for afreshface.

Associates have said Gore was get-
tingmore comfortablewith theideaof
life as a private citizen. He made an
appearanceonNBC's" Saturday Night
Live" this weekend that might have
been considered risky wereheseeking
the presidency.

InoneSNL sketchthat must havehad
aspecial poignancy for him, Gorevis-
ited the set of NBC's “West Wing,” &
popular TV show about the president
and hisstaff.

Gore sat at the desk inthe mock Oval
Officeasif he belonged there, then told
cast memberstogotodinnerwithout him
becausehewantedtolinger alittlelonger.



