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Vatican gives its approval
torevised U.S. abuse policy

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican
gaveitsapproval today to therevised
U.S. bishops' policy to combat sex
abuseintheclergy.

Approval had been expected after
differencesin the original plan were
worked out by joint U.S.-Vaticancom-
mission in November.

The Vatican released aletter from
Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re and
Bishop Wilton Gregory, president of
theU.S. Conferenceof CatholicBish-
ops, pledging the Holy See’s support
to “combat and to prevent such evil.”

Re also said that the Vatican “to-
gether with the bishops of the United
States ** feels duty-bound”’ to defend
*‘the good name of the overwhelming
majority of priestsand deacons.”

The cardinal asked the American
bishopsto continuetheir meetingswith
theheadsof religiousorderswhohave
been included in the policy but who
have raised concerns about coming
under the policy.

Re's | etter stressed that the Vatican
will not tolerate sex abuse crimes
against children, sayingthat Pope John
Paul Il has affirmed *‘the Holy See's
aversion to this betrayal of the trust
which the faithful rightly place in
Christ’s ministers, and to ensure that
the guilty will be appropriately pun-
ished.”

NATIONAL

NEWY ORK — Subwaysand buses
kept rolling through the nation’slarg-
est city early today astheunionrepre-
senting transit workers suspended its
threatened strike and tried to reach a
labor agreement with management.

Theunion and transit agency are at
odds over pay raises, health benefits
and disciplinary and sick leave poli-
cies. Theunion’soriginal strike dead-
line of 12:01 a.m. passed without a
wal kout ordered— at | east temporarily
averting a strike that could paralyze
New York duringthebusy holiday sea-
Son.

““We have made sufficient progress
to stop the clock,” union secretary-
treasurer Ed Watt told reporters min-
utes after the deadline.

Transport Workers Union chief
Roger Toussaint and Metropolitan
Transportation Authority negotiator
Gary Dellaverson continuedtalksinto
the early morning in amidtown Man-
hattan hotel.

Mayor Michael Bloomberghassaid
astrike could cost the city up to $350
million aday in police overtime costs
and lost business and taxes. Others
warnastrikewould createchaosinthe
streets, stranding travel ersand endan-
gering lives.

More than 7 million New Yorkers
who depend on the nation’s largest
mass transit system were spared an
enormousheadache— at | east tempo-
rarily — astransit workers stayed on
thejab.

LOSANGELES — The American
Film Institute has honored Martin
Scorsese’s" Gangsof New York™ and
Peter Jackson’s *‘ The Lord of the
Rings: TheTwo Towers” astwo of the
10 best movies of 2002.

Thelist included anumber of mov-
iesthat haveyet to bewidely released,
including the dark comedy ‘* About

around the world

Schmidt,” starring Jack Nicholson,
and " The Hours,” which stars Meryl
Streep, Julianne Moore and Nicole
Kidman.

The AFI also honored the Hugh
Grant comedy ““ About aBoy'’ andthe
big-screen musical ‘“ Chicago,” star-
ringReneeZellweger, CatherineZeta-
Jones and Richard Gere.

Rounding off thelist was** Adapta-
tion,” ** AntwoneFisher,” “* TheQuiet
American” and* Frida.” Last year, the
institute recognized * The Lord of the
Rings: TheFellowshipof theRing” as
it'smovieof theyear.

The AFI also honored the Top 10
televisionshows, whichincludedlong-
time programs ** The Simpsons” and
‘““Everybody Loves Raymond’ and
HBO’s critically acclaimed series
“The Sopranos’” and ‘‘ Six Feet Un-
der.”

The TV list also included NBC's
“TheWest Wing" and ** Boomtown,”’
aswell asthe WB's " Gilmore Girls”
and the cable TV movies ‘*Door to
Door,” ** The Gathering Storm’ and
“TheBeliever.”

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Six short weeks
after midterm election triumphs, Sen-
ate Republicans are struggling rather
than celebrating, plunging deeper into
a messy debate over whether Sen.
Trent Lott’sracialy charged remarks
should disqualify him asleader.

““l amconcernedthat Trent hasbeen
weakened to the point that may jeop-
ardize his ability to enact our agenda
and speak to all Americans,” Okla-
homa Sen. Don Nickles said Sunday,
becomingthefirst GOPsenator to call
for new leadership elections.

Lott did not respond to Nickles’
comments. Spokesman Ron Bonjean
said the Mississippi Republican was
preparing for a30-minute appearance
on Black Entertainment Televisionto-
night, part of a campaign to save his
leadership post.

Lott said heintendsto usethetime
“‘todiscusstheseriousissuesof diver-
sity, opportunity andraceinAmerica,”
Bonjean said.

Sens. John Warner of Virginia and
Chuck Hagel of Nebraska said they
supported a hurry-up meeting of the
rank andfileinview of thecontroversy
swirling around L ott.

Republicans'‘ must either reconfirm
their confidencein Senator Trent L ott’s
leadership or select a new leader,”
Hagel said. “In theinterest of the Re-
publican Party, the president’ sagenda
and the nation this issue must be re-
solved quickly.”

WASHINGTON — Factory-style
farms that produce large amounts of
wastewill haveto comply withanew
water pollution rule the Bush admin-
istration isissuing to comply with a
court-ordered deadline.

The new rule coming from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency today
saysall big concentrated animal feed-
ing operationsmust apply for apermit
to control pollution under the Clean
Water Act, according to government
sources and environmentalists famil-
iar with therule.

EPA Administrator Christie Whit-
man and Agriculture Secretary Ann
Veneman were making the announce-
ment.

EPA isrequiring permit holders to
developa“ nutrient management plan”
that sets limits on how much animal
manure can be applied to fields. Ani-
mal manure typically contains nutri-
ents such as nitrogen and phosphorus
but also pathogens, salts and heavy
metalslike copper.

Years in the making, the rule deals
with the concentrated manure from
corporate agriculture that has led to
fights between livestock farms and
neighbors complaining about health
and environmental effects.

WASHINGTON —Americanteen-
agers are cutting their use of illicit
drugs, cigarettes and alcohol, said an
annual survey for the government re-
|eased today.

The downside: A large number of
young people still using drugs, said
Lloyd D. Johnston, who directed the
study by the University of Michigan's
Institute for Social Research.

“There’'s a smorgasbord of drugs
that are out there,” said Johnston.
“Very few drugs leave the table, but
there are always new ones being dis-
coveredandputforward, likeEcstasy.”

Thesurvey of 8th-, 10th- and 12th-
graders has been done for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
for 28 years.

Results from the 2002 Monitoring
theFuturestudy showed morethan half
of 12th graders have used an illicit
drug. Thirty percent of 12th-graders
have used some drug other than mari-
juana, and 11 percent have used Ec-
Stasy.

Still, those figures are down from
recent years.

WASHINGTON — The number of
death row prisonersdropped last year
for the first time since the Supreme
Courtreinstated capital punishmentin
1976, the Justice Department says. The
declinewaspart of atrendthat hasseen
fewer peoplesentencedtodieinrecent
years.

The death row population fell from
3,601in2000t03,581in2001, thefirst
year-to-year decreasein25years. Last
year'stotal of 155wasthelowest num-
ber sentenced to die and put on death
rowsince1973. Itwasthethird straight
year of declines.

The number of death sentencesim-
posed last year compareswith 303 in
1998 and 319 in 1996, the Bureau of
Justice Statistics reported Sunday.

Sixty-six peoplewereexecuted last
year, comparedwith85theyear before.
Through Dec. 11 of thisyear, 68 people
have been executed.

Death penalty expertssay juriesand
prosecutors appear to be exercising
greater careinusingthedeath penalty,
particul arly considering recent casesin
which DNA evidence has proved that
peoplewerewrongly convicted. More
prosecutors also appear to be accept-
ing pleabargainsinwhichadefendant
accepts a sentence of life without pa-
role.

Competitiontoughinlambbiz

By Vicki Smith
Associated Press Writer

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — For
Ginger Nelson, not many thingsareas
disheartening as the words “New
Zealand rack of lamb” on arestaurant
menu.

“1 think it's such a crying shame,”
shesays. “It should besaying’ Ameri-
canrack of lamb.”’

AtatimewhenU.S. sheepfarmsare
shrinking, Nelson and her husband,
Oscar, aretending thebiggest flock yet
intheir Lewisburgfields. They arepart
of a4-year-old, state-funded experi-
ment to breed sheep out of season,
sending lambsto market when supply
islow and pricesare high.

“We were trying to make the most
that wecould of our farming operation
— grazeasmany animalsaswecould
and get paid more than one time a
year,” Nelson says.

West VirginiaUniversity began the
out-of -season breeding project in
1998, hoping to help the state’sfarm-
ersholdontotheir tiny shareof theU.S.
market. Although it's still considered
research, the program has grown
steadily.

Director Deborah Marsh says the
project also offers farmers help with
parasitemanagement, examsto deter-
mineif ramsarefit for breeding, preg-
nancy testing and product marketing.

U.S.lamb productiondroppedfrom
ZEmillionnotind<sin 1025t ahoiit 4 6

million last year. Flocks have shrunk
from 11 million to lessthan 7 million
in the same period, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture says.

The number of farms has plunged
from 120,000 in 1985 to just 66,000.

Part of thedownsizingislinkedtoa
problemthat affectsmany industriesin
today’s global economy — competi-
tion from foreign producers who sell
at pricesU.S. farmerscan’t match.

InWest Virginia, 100 farmersaban-
doned sheep production between 1998
and 1999, but since then, the number
of farmshasremainedat around 1,000.
Thestatehas6 percent moresheepand
lambsthan last year, thefirst increase
inflock sizesince 1993.

And arecent survey of the state’s
sheep farmers found that nearly 68
percent plan to expand or maintain
their flocks, Marsh says. Only 11 per-
cent expect to downsize.

In part, West Virginia's success
comes from the growing demand for
lambs of all sizesat all times of year,
particularly from booming ethnic mar-
ketsin the Northeast.

Small lambsthat oncewent fromthe
farmtoafeedlotfor fattening arenow
going straight to buyers. Muslim buy-
ers, for example, tend tolikelambsin
the 60- to 90-pound range.

“Bigger isn't always better for that
market,” Marsh says. “They like a
light, leanlamb. ... We publish an eth-
nic calendar that chowe eome of thece

holidays, andthefarmersgenerally try
to market the lambs seven to 10 days
beforehand.”

Italian marketsin New York tend to
prefer a 45- to 60-pound lamb, while
Greek buyers want theirs slightly
heavier, and kosher buyerslikethetra-
ditional 100- to 125-pound lamb.

“Because of whereWest Virginiais
located, wecangowith our lambsinto
the Northeast and target some of those
ethnic markets,” Marsh says.

But therewill be challenges.

Unfettered competitionwithAustra:
liaandNew Zealandisresumingsince
the expiration last year of tariffsim-
posed by former President Clintonand
a$42.7 millionassistancepackagedue
toexpirein July 2003.

To compete more effectively, the
American Sheep Industry Association
began amagazinead campaignearlier
this year to build an identity for U.S.
lamb.

Americans now eat 1.3 pounds of
lamb per person eachyear, downfrom
1.5 poundsin the early 1990s. In the
sameyear, the average American eats
96 pounds of beef and 68 of pork.

The Nelson family hopes to help
improvethose statistics.

“It's hard, and there are days you
wonder why you're doing it,” Ginger
Nelsonsays. “Wecould probably make
more money doing nothing on certain
days, but somebody’s got to feed the

world ”

Primetime

TV

Channel

2PBS; 3TBS; 4ABC; 5HBO; 6 CNN;
7 CBS; 8 NBC (KS); 11 TVLND; 12
ESPN; 13 FOX; 15 MAX; 16 TNN; 18
LIFE; 20 USA; 21 SHOW; 22 TMC; 23
MTV; 24 DISC; 27 VH1; 28 TNT; 30
FSN; 31 CMT; 32 FAM; 33 NBC (CO);
34 NICK; 36 A&E; 38 SCI; 39 TLC; 40

guide

FX; 45 FMC; 49 E!; 51 TRAV; 53 WB;
SC e U e 54 ESPNZ2; 55 ESPN News; 58 HIST,
62 HGTV; 99 WGN.
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CNN Larry King Live Newsnight Connie Lou Dobb |Larry King Newsnight
DISC |Big Tooth: Dead or Ali |Demolitions Monster Garage Crash Files Crash Files
E! Ginger Lynn Rank: Entertainers Howard Stern Wild On Far East
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FAM The Christmas List 700 Club The Caroline Rhea Sh |Paid Prog |Paid Prog
FX Tightrope Married 24 Tightrope
HGTV _[Sensible [Public Plc [Challenge [Love By [Kitchen [interiors  [Sensible [Public Plc [Challenge [Love By
HIST |Masada Gangs of New York Mail Call |Conquest |Masada
LIFE [Judgement Day Golden Gr [Golden Gr [Nanny Nanny Mad Abou [Chicago H

The Lowes! All-Digital Price in Americal

Owver 50 All-Digital Channels For Onl

‘225, dish

Call Now! 1-800-333-DISH —"
MTV Making Making Making MovieHou |All Things Rock MTV After Hours
NICK  [TBA Rckt Pwr  |Arnold! Rugrats Rugrats Ginger Coshy Cosby Cheers |Cheers
SCI Stargate SG-1 Stargate SG-1 JEdward |J Edward |TwilightZ |[TwilightZ |[Stargate SG-1
TBS Sleepless in Seattle When Harry Met Sally [Sleepless in Seattle
TCM The White Cliffs of Dover To Please a Lady Navy Blues
TLC Mysteries of Mating Forensic Science Trauma Human Instinct Human Instinct
TNN WWE Raw WWE Raw Zone Csl VIP Baywatch
TNT Door to Door Door to Door Law & Order X-Files
TRAV |Secrets Vegas Secrets Christmas in  |Las Vegas-Beyond Secrets Vegas Secrets Christmas in
TV LAND [Gilligan's [Munsters [Andy Griff [Beaver Bev Hill Lucy Archie B |Jeffersons |The Rockford Files
USA U-571 Nash Bridges Robbery Homicide |Lvng Sngl
VH1 [l Love the 80's [I Love the 80's Rock the |Rock the [l Love the 80's [I Love the 80's
WGN  |Sour Grapes Celebrity |Heat of the Night Matlock Susan
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MAX  [Charlie's Angels [Pearl Har [Monster's Ball [J0e Dirt
SHOW |Defending Your Life Legally Blonde Lara Croft: Tomb Raider
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CNN Larry King Live Newsnight Connie |Lou Dobb |Larry King Newsnight
DISC  [Mysteries of Twilight  |Survive X New Detectives New Detectives FBI Files
E! Winona Ryder AnnaNicol [Star Dates [Wild On China Howard Stern Wild On Adriatic
ESPN  |Jimy V Classic [SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 (2002 New Orleans Bowl |NFL2Nigh NBA2Nigh [X Games
FAM  |Three Days [700 Club The Caroline Rhea Sh |Paid Prog |Paid Prog
FX LA Confidential LA Confidential
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MTV Osbourne |Special All Things Rock MTV After Hours
NICK |TBA |Rckt Pwr |Arnold! Rugrats Arnold! Spng Bob |Cosby Coshy Cheers |Cheers
SCI The X-Files The X-Files J Edward |J Edward |Twilight Z |Twilight Z [Stargate SG-1
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TCM Pillow Talk Lover Come Back Sunday in New York
TLC Cruise Ships |Forensic Science High Speed Pursuit Human Instinct |Human Instinct
TNN  [Platoon [Star Trek: Generation [VIP [Baywatch
TNT Law & Order Charmed Lord of the Rings X-Files X-Files
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VH1 [l Love the 80's [l Love the 80's Shania Twain I Love the 80's I Love the 80's
WGN Messenger of Death Celebrity |Heat of the Night Matlock Susan
HBO Real Sports |Driven |First Look |Live from Baghdad
MAX  |The Mexican Speed [Proof of Life
SHOW  |Just One Night Crocodile Dundee in Los Angeles  [What Women Want
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Now we have high speed connections!
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Local support line, call Tom Betz at 899-2338

For more information about the Internet and
how to sign up with nwkansas.com, contact us at
TheGoodland Daily Newse 785-899-2338
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