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St. Francisfeeder sues Farmland National beef

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP)—Kansascattle
feeder MikeCallicrate, alongtimegadflyinhis
fight against concentrationinthemeatpacking
industry, has sued Farmland National beef for
allegedly boycotting his feed yard after he
spokeout agai nst thegiant meatpacking opera-
tion.

Thelawsuit, filed last week intheU.S. Dis-
trict Court for Western Missouri, contendsthat
Farmland National Beef quit buying cattle
from Callicrate Feed yardsin St. Francis be-
causeCallicratecriticized Farmland and other
large meatpackersfor havingtoo much market

power.

Hislawsuit seeksactual damagesof at |east
$5.34million, aswell aspunitivedamagesand
attorney’sfees.

Callicratehasbeenanactivecriticof consoli-
dation in the meat processing industry. About
80 percent of that businessinthehandsof four
companies. Farmland National Beef is the
country’sfourth-largest beef-processing com-
pany.

Callicrateisalsoaplaintiffinanearlier class-
action lawsuit against meatpacker IBPfor al-
leged uncompetitive practices.

Callicrate' s latest lawsuit mirrors the com-
plaintsfiled by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture against National Beef in 1999. The
USDA alegedthat National Beef useditsmar-
ket muscletoretaliate against Callicrate.

TheUSDA droppedthat complaint last year
after National Beef agreedtorepay thegovern-
ment the cost of theinvestigation.

That administrative action did not keep
Farmland from continuing to refuse to buy
cattlefrom him at competitive prices, forcing
himto close hisfeed yard, Callicrate said.

“None of the meatpackers will buy from

me,” Callicrate said. “| have already let 12
people go that worked in the feed yard.”

John Miller, chief executive of Farmland
National Beef, said the lawsuit was without
merit.

“National Beef’sconduct withrespecttoMr.
Callicrate has always been fair and lawful,”
Miller said in a statement.

When Farmland National Beef settled the
complaint withthe USDA, the agency’sorder
found that National Beef was not required to
buy from any particular producer, he said.

“National Beef owesanobligationtoitscus-

Stlo brings corn heat to suburbs
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group that works on climate change
and renewabl e energy issues. He con-
verted hishouseintoamodel of energy
efficiency — installing solar panels
and buying alow-energy refrigerator.
Last fall, he bought a corn-burning
stove.

It sitsinacorner of hisliving room
and looks like a detached fireplace.
Corn is fed into the top and slowly
dropsintothefire.

Tidwell said the stove heats his
house, with helpfromceilingfansthat
spreadthewarmair. Hisfamily of three
sitsclosetotheheat, enjoyingtheflick-
ering flames behind the glass door.

Thestoveburnsmorecleanly thana
traditional one, said Mike Haefner,
president of Hutchinson, Minn.-based
American Energy Systems. The com-
pany makes models that range from
$2,350to $2,800.

American Energy sold about 8,000
stovesin the last year, Haefner said,
with most sales concentrated in the
Midwest. About 40 percent of thecus-
tomersarerura farmerswhoburntheir
owncrop, whiletherest areresidential
Consumers.

Haefner donated $3,000 of the
$4,000 it cost to put up the granary,
money he made back when Takoma
Park residents bought stoves.

“Wedidittoshow that eveninabig

city like Washington, people can get
corn easily and burn corn,” he said.

Under an agreement with the coop-
erative, the city of Takoma Park has
taken over ownership of the granary.
That meansthestructureiscovered by
thecity insurancepolicy for $18ayear,
money the cooperative pays.

Theprojectfitsinwiththecity’splan
to reduce greenhouse gases, said
Mayor Cathy Porter. Many city-owned
vehiclesrun on fuels other than gaso-
line and energy-efficient light bulbs
have beeninstalled in city buildings.

Thecornissuppliedby aMountAiry
farmer who grows the crop using or-
ganic fertilizer and no-till farming to
prevent erosion.

Such methods are critical for
Tidwell, whosecal cul ationsof thecar-
bon dioxide output of burning corn
includeeventheamount of gasusedto
power the farm equipment.

Cooperative members each pay
about $400 upfront tocover twodeliv-
eriesof corn during the winter.

Members keep track of the amount
of cornthey draw fromthegranary and
adjust their final cost at the end of the
Season.

Tidwell said he saved about $200
|ast year when heswitched theheating
systeminhis1915 housefrom natural
gastocorn. Withtheearly coldweather
thisyear, hesayshissavingscouldtop

tomers and ownersto buy the highest-quality
cattleat thelowest possibleprice,” Miller said.

Farmland National Beef isapartnership of
Kansas City-based Farmland Industries Inc.
and U.S. Premium Beef Ltd. It operates beef-
processing plantsin Dodge City and Liberal,
Kan.

Farmland Industries, the country’s largest
farmer-owned cooperative, hasbeen operating
under bankruptcy court protection since May
31. The National Beef partnership is not part
of the bankruptcy proceedings.
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another chancetolook at thisdeclara-
tion.”

Later, Fleischer was asked to am-
plify.

“As| said, the president has made
clear that thisisthelast chanceand the
evaluation of the declaration contin-
ues’ and will be“deliberate, thought-
ful and wise.”

Thelanguage was carefully crafted
toreflect both Bush’spromiseto have
“zero tolerance” for Saddam’s defi-
anceand allies’ demandsfor patience
from the United States — a difficult
balance that administration officials
said Bush hopes to strike this week
when he offers hisfirst public assess-
ment of the declaration.

Senior officiasinvolvedinthetalks
said Bush decided not to declare Irag
in“material breach” of aU.N. resolu-
tionarmsresol ution, whichwould pro-

vide him what the United States con-
siderslegal justification for war.

Instead, Bush will allow the weap-
ons inspectors to go ahead with their
work while using the declaration’s
omissionsto increase public pressure
on both the United Nations and Iraq,
the officialssaid.

The strategy gaining most support
onBush'steamistoincrease pressure
on U.N. weapons inspectors to seek
interviews with Iragi weapons scien-
tistsoutsideof Irag, aprerogativegiven
to the international body under the
resolution.

Bush believes Saddam will resist
such demands, giving the United
Statesacasefor “material breach” that
U.S. dlies and the American public
may find more justified than hastier
action, the officialssaid.

On the other hand, if Iraq surprises
Bushandturnsover thescientists, U.S.
officials believe the witnesses would
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provide evidence that could be used
against Saddam, officialssaid.

“1 assureyouthispresident doesnot
bluff,” Fleischer said. “When he said
Saddam Hussein must disarm ... itis
not abluff.”

At issueisa12,000-page weapons
declaration required under the U.S.-
backed U.N. disarmament resol ution,
and Saddam’ scontentionthat hehasno
weapons of mass destruction.

“We have learned much about the
declaration, althoughthereviewisnot
complete,” Fleischer said asBush met
withhisforeignpolicy teemtodiscuss
hisoptions.

“The president is concerned about
omissionsinthedeclarationand about
the problemsin the declaration.”

It marked the first time the White
Househastalked about problemswith
the declaration in addition to omis-
sions. Powell planned to elaborate on
the new issue, officialssaid.

*Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month of service free and free set-up ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
(four months free service).
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Though he offered no details on
Bush'’s plans, Fleischer said, “The
United Stateswill continueto pushthe
very deliberate approach in dealing
withtheissueand the potential conse-
quences.”

Even as Fleischer spoke, British
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw echoed
what ai dessaid wasBush’ sassessment
of thedeclaration, callingtheassertion
that Irag has no weapons of mass de-
struction “obviousfal sehood.”

Among the “obvious omissions’
Straw cited was Saddam’s failure to
account for the weapons of mass de-
structionwhichwerelistedinthefinal
report of the inspectors who left his
country in 1998.

Straw said those inspectors had ac-
cused Saddam of possessing nerve
agents and other “chemical precur-
sors’ and munitions.
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And 10 years from now, |
think I'll be ...: hopefully
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Favorite Quote: :” “The
turning point in the process of
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the core strength within you that
survives all hurt”

- Max Lerner
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/" Infinite variety on the ‘Net
"~ There’s a whole new world waiting out there.

Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
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someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business. Use it for school. Use
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