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Bushsays resolutionviolated | prime time

IRAQ, from Page 1

At issueis Saddam’s 12,000-page
declarationrequired under atough new
U.N. resolution. Iraq asserts in the
document that it has no weapons of
mass destruction, a claim the United
States saysit isprepared to rebut.

Under thetermsof Resolution 1441,
passed Nov. 8, false statements or
omissions in the declaration —
coupled with afailureto comply with
inspections — would be a“material
breach” of Iraq’sobligationstodisarm.

Although Saddam hasthusfar com-
plied with inspections, many Bush
adviserswanted himtoliberally inter-
pret the resolution’s language. They
arguethat Saddamistaking advantage
of atwo-steptest for “ material breach”
and should befound inviolationif he
violates either the inspections or the
declaration provisions.

“It will become increasingly clear
that the world community, including
the United Nations, seesomissionsin
the Iragi document,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said. “At a
timewhentheUnited Nations Security
Council and United States and all
member statesof the Security Council
were looking to Irag to provide afull,
complete and accurate description of
their weapons programs, thereis a
widerecognitionthat Iraghasnot done
that. Thereareomissionsandthereare
problems.”

Afterdaysof intenseinternal debate,
Bushdirected Powell tomaketheU.S.
caseagain Saddam’s12,000-pagedec-
laration today afternoon. The docu-
ments assert that Iraq has no weapons
of massdestruction.

“Yousay, ' Why wait? andtheques-
tioncouldbewhy rush?’ Fleischer said
today.

Theadministration has said repeat-
edly that it prefers adiplomatic solu-
tion. Yet, withapotential war looming,
officialssaid Wednesday that asmany
as 50,000 more U.S. troops may be
deployed next month. The officials
said Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld had not yet signedtheorder.

The two U.N. inspection chiefs,
Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei,
were to deliver areport today to the
Security Council on Iraq’s 12,000-
page declaration about its weapons
programs. Powell’s response was to
come several hours later at the State
Department.

Powell said Bushhasmadeclear the
United Statesintendstostay withinthe
U.N. process. He also has noted that
Blix and EIBaradei have until Jan. 27
to complete their analysis of the dec-
laration and to report formally to the
council.

“That will be another date (when)
the world will be able to make addi-
tional judgmentsabout IragandIraq’s
intentions,” Fleischer said.

Administration officials said that
datefallswell withintheoptimal win-
dow forawinter attack onlrag, andwill
likely be the point at which Bush de-
cideswhether to go to war.

The administration plansto use the
timeuntil thento build astronger case
against Saddam, courting alliesalong
theway.

The White House suggested Bush
had problemswith the declaration be-
yond previously disclosed omissions
concerning chemical and biological

weapons last noted in Iraq four years
ago.

Bush, who plansto addressthemat-
ter Friday, wantsto soothe anxiousal -
lies but also keep his pledge to have
‘“zerotolerance” for Iragi defiance—
abalanceaidesconcedewon’t beeasy
tostrike.

In other devel opmentsWednesday:

«U.S.intelligenceofficiassaidIrag
was preparing to destroy its own oil
fields, food suppliesand power plants
and blame the destruction on U.S.
bombs during a war. The officials,
briefing reportersat thePentagon, said
they have evidence Saddam hasplans
towreck hisowninfrastructuretofos-
terahumanitariancrisisandturninter-
national opinion against any U.S. and
British advanceinto Iragi territory.

* Rumsfeldsaidrag’schemical and
biological arsenals are more formi-
dable than during the 1991 Persian
Gulf War. *

‘In weapons of mass destruction,
onehastobelievethey aremuch stron-
ger,” hesaid.

Bush will pressthe United Nations
todemandinterviewsoutsidelragwith
Saddam’ sweapons scientists, forcing
ashowdownthat Bushbelieveswould
bolster hiscasefor war or reveal secrets
of Saddam’sarsenal, officialssaid.

The Bush administration has been
far less restrained than the four other
permanent members of the council —
China, Britain, France and Russia—
about commenting onthelragi report,
whichwasmadeavailableto U.N. in-
spectorson Dec. 7.

All four have said they preferred to
awaitthereportsby Blixand E|Baradei
before commenting.

Decree Issued to end shortages

around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

CARACAS, Venezuela— President
Hugo Chavez branded protesting oil
workers as traitors sabotaging
Venezuela's oil-based economy and
issued a decree to end food and gas
shortages caused by ageneral strike.

“We must always be dert, ready to
defend our revolution,” Chavez told
thousands of supporters|late Wednes-
day at a Caracas arena. He said the
strikers* havealignedthemselveswith
treason,” and he vowed to remain in
power as long as Venezuel ans want
him there.

Chavez, who commandeered some
private truck fleets Dec. 8 to deliver
gas, expanded onthat order with ade-
creeallowing civilian and military of-
ficialstotemporarily seizeany vehicle
that deliversgas, oil or food—includ-
ingtrucks, boatsand aircraft—toend
strike-caused shortages.

Venezuelan strike leaders have
claimed they are providing enough
basic goods to meet the population’s
needseven asthey demandthat stores,
banks and businesses close and block

Area judge
to stand trial
on charges

ST. FRANCIS (AP) — A year ago,
Cheyenne County Magistrate Judge
Tamera Zimbelman was honored by
Attorney General CarlaStovall for her
commitment to crimevictims.

But now Zimbelmanwill standtrial
sometime next year in Cheyenne
County District Court for misde-
meanor intimidation, achargefiled by
Stovall’s office. Her trial, which had
been scheduled to begin Wednesday,
wasposponed becauseof ascheduling
conflict by her attorney, Michael Day
of St. Francis.

Sheis charged with intimidating a
man sheaccused of snatching her purse
inabowling alley ayear ago.

Zimbelmanaccused St. Francisresi-
dent Christopher Merklin, then 21, of
stealing her purseDec. 22,2001, from
Cheyenne Bowl. The judge said she
had “circumstantial evidence” that
Merklintook the purse.

A policesearch of Merklin’spickup
the day of the alleged theft turned up
nothing.

Afew dayslater, Zimbelman'sthen-
estranged husband, Rell Dean
Zimbelman of St. Francis and Scott
Allen Baumfalk of Kanorado showed
up at ahousewhereMerklinlivedwith
his parents and sister. They allegedly
demanded the purse be returned.

Dennis Merklin, Christopher’s fa-
ther, pressed criminal trespassand dis-
orderly conduct charges against the
two men. Their trial dateis Thursday.

Christopher Merklin later told au-
thorities Zimbelman called him and
told him to drop the charges or she’'d
takehimtojail for burglary.

Zimbelman denied the accusation,
and the case was referred to Stovall’s
office.

highwaysto stop transport.

The president remains popular
among many of thecountry’ spoor who
hope Chavez will fulfill his promises
of delivering economic equality to all
inthisail-richnation. Thestrikehascut
Venezueld' soil output by upto 93 per-
cent.

SEOUL, South Korea— Pro-gov-
ernment candidate Roh M oo-hyunhad
adlightleadin SouthK ored spresiden-
tial el ection, accordingtoexit polls, but
theracewastooclosetocall. Thevote's
outcome could affect relations with
United States and North Korea, its
communist neighbor.

All three major television stations
said in their exit polls that Roh was
ahead of opposition leader Lee Hoi-
changby amarginof 1.5percentto2.3
percent.

Inawintry chill, voterslined up at
13,400 polling stationsthroughout the
country of 48 million people. Theday

was declared anational holiday.

Roh supports President Kim Dae-
jung’s*“sunshine” policy of engaging
North Korea, and believesdialogueis
the best way to resolve concerns over
North Korea's nuclear weapons pro-
grams. But Lee saysKim'spolicy has
failed, and prefersatougher approach
more in line with that of President
Bush.

NATIONAL

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Prosecutors
fumed ashundredsof low level felons
wereallowedtoleavejailsand prisons
early aspart of Gov. Paul Patton’splan
to avert a$6 million deficit in the cor-
rections budget.

“|1 feel wonderful, man,” KevinRay
Gibson, 26, toldtheL exingtonHerald-
Leader after his release four months
early for burglary and trafficking in
painpills.“1’mgoingtoget out and get
meajaob. | got kids| needto take care
of. | just need to get out and do right.
It'sagood Christmas present.”

Health Insurance*

@ Affordable Rates!

Families & Indlwduals

Call for Free, no obligation information on:

* A company whose A.M. Best rating is “A-(Excellent). **
* You cannot be singled out for a rate increase.

* You cannot be singled out for cancellation.

* Allows you to choose your doctors and hospitals.

« Flexible programs to fit your needs and your budget.

® PLUS over 100 valuable business benefits through association membership.
* A licensed insurance agent will contact you. (may not be available in all states)

Toll-free:1-888-535-1512
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**Independent analysts who evaluate insurance companies.
Ratings are reviewed and affirmed annually.

TV

Channel

2PBS; 3TBS; 4ABC; 5HBO; 6 CNN;
7 CBS; 8 NBC (KS); 11 TVLND; 12
ESPN; 13 FOX; 15 MAX; 16 TNN; 18
LIFE; 20 USA; 21 SHOW; 22 TMC; 23
MTV; 24 DISC; 27 VH1; 28 TNT; 30
FSN; 31 CMT; 32 FAM; 33 NBC (CO);
34 NICK; 36 A&E; 38 SCI; 39 TLC; 40

guide

FX; 45 FMC; 49 E!; 51 TRAV; 53 WB;
SC e U e 54 ESPNZ2; 55 ESPN News; 58 HIST,
62 HGTV; 99 WGN.
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CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT THE CROSSROADS
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Economic Development Executive Director
For Anderson County and City of Garnett

The City of Garnett seeks a qualified economic development profes-
sional to fill the position of Economic Development Director. The Eco-
nomic Development Director is responsible for implementing programs
to promote economic development expansion, retention, recruitment
for both commercial and industrial activities and promote tourism
projects. Three years experience in economic development work or
related field, degree in business, public administration or related sub-
ject area preferred. Salary dependent upon experience and qualifica-
tions. Send resume and references to the City Manager, P.O. Box H,
Garnett, Kansas, 66032. Applications will be accepted until a qualified
candidate is selected. EOE.
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NICK [TBA [Rckt Pwr [Arnold!  [Rugrats  [Spng Bob [Jimmy Fairly Odd [Fairly Odd [Cosby [Cosby
SCI Dante's Peak Dante's Peak
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Your world just got smaller!
Now we have high speed connections!
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nwkansas.com

Local support line, call Tom Betz at 899-2338

For moreinformation about the Internet and
how to sign up with nwkansas.com, contact us at

The Goodland Daily Newse 785-899-2338
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